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PREFACE

This book of lectures and panel discussions are those
which were given at the 43rd Annual Bible Lectureship at
Abilene Christian College during the 55th year of the Col-
lege’s operation. The purpose for this Lectureship on the
theme of “THE MORE ABUNDANT LIFE” was to lift
the horizons of the Lectureship visitors and the readers of
the Lecture Book to new heights in the discernment of the
greater spiritual values afforded by genuine New Testa-
ment Christianity but which oftentimes come to be taken
for granted and are, therefore, not duly appreciated.

The Annual Bible Lectureship is conducted by the Col-
lege each year primarily to further the cause of Christ in
the world and to assist in the rapid growth of the kingdom
of God. There are many different ways in which such a
purpose can be realized through such a program, but the
presentation of the very best ideas by some of the very
best thinkers in the brotherhood is one important way of
achieving such a goal. At the Lecture Program, many
workable ideas are exchanged, which can expedite for oth-
ers their work in the church; and the inspiration provided
by the wonderful Christian fellowship and the high qual-
ity of the formal presentations given during the program
altogether provide visiting Christians with some of their
most wonderful spiritual experiences in each year.

The Committee feels that the brotherhood deserves in
the presentation of the ACC Lecture Program the very
“top-most quality” materials, to enable us to “be about our
Father’s business” — that of winning souls and of saving
ourselves in the process. We dedicate the book to all
whose lives have been a spiritual help to others, and we
pray for all men, “especially them that are of the household

of faith.” J. D. THOMAS, Director
The Annual Bible Lectureship
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ship of another church that is considered an excellent con-
gregation discovered that the members are giving less than
three per cent of earned income.

One of the vice-presidents of the Republic Steel Com-
pany said with their same working force, if the people
the company employed were really interested in their
jobs production would go up 20 % without adding a single
new machine. If workers in the kingdom were as mature
as they ought to be, just how much would production go
up in the Lord’s business?

“From whence come wars and fightings among you?
come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your
members? Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to
have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have
not, because ye ask not” (James 4:1, 2). A recent study
among churches where there was difficulty showed that
85¢¢ of the difficulties centered in personalities rather
than in principle. What does this mean? The Lord’s light
container — the church (Rev. 1:20) — is blighted -~
weakened by spiritual immaturity.

Where do we need to correct this situation? Let us be;
with ourselves. George Herbert said, “By all means
alone, salute thyself, see what thy soul doth wear.” P
put it much better, “But let a man examine himself, a
so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup” (I C
11:28).

How selfish we are; how independent! How childish
become when we are not consulted. How much we l¢
upon ourselves. How much we love things and use peo
when Jesus would have us use things and love people. H
much we are of this world!
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the Word of life” (I John 1:1) and having “life in him-
self” (John 1:4; 5:26), triumphantly came forth from the
grave, bringing “life and immortality to light through the
gospel” (II Tim. 1:10). It was to this end that Jesus said:
“I am come that they might have life; and that they might
have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).

Having briefly reviewed the source from whence came
natural and spiritual life, and having set forth God’s gra-
cious provision to reclaim man to the high and holy state
of his first creation, we now direct our thoughts to how
the Christian may lay hold on that more abundant life.

As is suggested by the topic assigned to me, the more
abundant life may be enjoyed by SELF-GIVING and
SERVICE. Or stated in another way, GIVING SELF in
SERVICE to GOD and MAN. The obvious import of this
statement is apparent to all. But few have allowed them-
selves to fully grasp its far-reaching implication and sig-
nificance. The very simplicity of its terms may be a
stumbling block to many. But in these few words lie the
true purpose of man’s being and the whole of his obliga-
tions and responsibilities.

The reasonableness of SELF-GIVING and SERVICE is
anchored in the goodness of God to man. Out of the de-
pendent relationship of the creature upon the Creator,
comes the reasonableness of our giving our all in service to
Him who gave us being. And out of eternal gratitude for
His unspeakable love in giving His only Son for our re-
demption, comes the reasonableness of our giving ourselves
in service to others.

Jesus, Our Example of Self-Giving and Service

The true essence and spirit of the Christian religion i
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one of self-denial and sacrifice. The very foundation upon
which our hope is laid is the self-giving, suffering, cru-
cified Lord. ‘“Who, existing in the form of God, counted
not the being on an equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being
made in the likeness of men; and being found in fashion
as a man, he humbled himself, becoming obedient even
unto death, yea, the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:6-8). His
purpose in coming to this sin-cursed world was expressed
by Paul in these words: “This is a faithful saying, and
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners” (I Tim. 1:15). The Lord Himself
said, “I have come to seek and to save that which was lost”
(Luke 19:10). His life was a living example of humble
obedience and self-denial. He said, “I came down from
heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of Him that
sent me” (John 6:38).

On one occasion, in His home town of Nazareth, Jesus
stood up in the synagogue and read of His mission and
service to humanity from the prophet Isaiah: “And when
he had opened the book, he found the place where it was
written, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he
hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliver-
ance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the ac-
ceptable year of the Lord’” (Luke 4:17-19).

When John the Baptist sent two of his disciples to in-
quire if He were the Christ, He said: ‘“Go and shew John
those things which ye do hear and see: The blind receive
their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and
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the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have
the gospel preached to them” (Matt. 11:4, 5).

His labor in service to others, as was foretold by the
prophet, was offered by Jesus as proof that He was the
expected Messiah. In like manner, by bearing much fruit
in SELF-GIVING and SERVICE, the Christian establishes
his identity as a true follower of the Lord (John 15:8;
Matt. 7:16).

A most befitting tribute to the life and labors of Jesus
was proclaimed by Peter who said, “He went about doing
good” (Acts 10:38). His was truly a life of self-giving
and personal service. He knew the pangs of hunger and
had no certain dwellingplace. And though he was rich,
yet for our sakes he became poor that we “through his
poverty might become rich” (II Cor. 8:9).

In reply to a certain scribe who said, “Master, I wi™
follow thee whithersoever thou goest,” Jesus said: ‘Tl
foxes have holes, and the birds of the heaven have nest:
but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head” (Mat
8:19, 20).

He was a “man of sorrows and acquainted with grief
And though He went about doing good, He was “despise
and rejected of men.” ‘‘He was wounded for our tran
gressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: . . . and wil
his stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:3-5).

Self-Giving and Service Required by Jesus

Our Lord and Master, whose life was a benediction «
self-giving and service, expects no less from us if we ai
to have that more abundant life. His demands upon ot
lives are clearly set forth in the scriptures. He will a
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just on the Lord’s day or at other times when we come to-
gether to worship, but we must live for Him every day of
our lives. For we are not our own, but have been bought
with the price of the precious blood of Jesus. We are,
therefore, called upon to glorify God in our body (I Cor.
6:19, 20). To this end and purpose the apostle Paul said:
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your spiritual service. And be not
fashioned according to this world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is
the good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (Rom.
12:1, 2).

Self-Giving of the M. donians

Before we can possibly be SELF-GIVING in SERVICE
to others, and before we will have any sircere desire to
present our bodies a living sacrifice unto God, we must
first give our ownselves to the Lord. This was the secret
to the abundance of joy experienced by the Macedonian
brethren, who from “their deep poverty abounded unto
the riches of their liberality.” Paul said of them: “For
according to their power, I bear witness, yea and beyond
their power, they gave of their own accord, beseeching us
with much entreaty in regard of this grace and the fellow-
ship in the ministering to the saints” (II Cor. 8:3, 4). Out
of their extreme poverty and beyond their means or ability
to give, they begged earnestly for the favor to have part
in the relief of the saints. Paul said they did this because
“they first gave their ownselves to the Lord” (II Cor. 8:5).

We, of today, have many things that these brethren did
not have. I am sure that few of us, if any, in this gen-



ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES

ion can truthfully say that we have experienced
s of afflictions in deep poverty. We abound in the
sings of material prosperity and enjoy the ease and
forts of modern living. But do we have what the Mace-
an brethren had? They had the ‘“peace of God that
eth all understanding,” for they were joyfully giving
aselves in service to others. How differently are things
. us today! After much begging, pleading, warning,
entreaty that we give of our blessings to feed the
 and preach the gospel, we take great care lest from
abundance we give ourselves into poverty! Though
ions of people in our own generation are dying “with-
God and without hope in the world,” having never
‘d the sweet story of redeeming love, yet we refuse to
up our eyes and “hold the fields that are “already
te unto harvest” (ounn 4:35). Why, my brethren, are
e things so? I am persuaded that it is because we have
yet been “crucified with Christ.”

True V.lues of Life Unfolded by Self-Giving

'hen we attain to the spiritual maturity that ‘“we count
hings as refuse that we may gain Christ,” then out of
art of overflowing love will spring a fountain of joy
will move us “to spend and be spent” in serving others.
can then say with Paul, “I have been crucified with
ist; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth in
(Gal. 2:20). The scales of indifference, selfishness,
ty, and pride will then fall from our eyes, and we can
clearly the true purpose of life, and the joys of peace
nd comprehension will swell our hearts.

ntil we attain to such spiritual maturity, we will never
arstand why the Lord requires us to give ourselves in
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service to others. The trials and sufferings of the apostle
Paul will be only another story told. Though we may be
able to trace his missionary journeys with the accuracy of
a scholar, and though we may be able to probe into his
logical mind and expound forth his difficult and masterful
teachings; yet, try as we may, we will never understand
the man, Paul, until we are able to weep as he wept, and
to rejoice as he rejoiced in the cross he bore for a despised,
rejected, and hated people. Only then will we be able to
feel compassion for those in our own generation who, too,
bear the image of God but are rejected of men.

The Christian who truly desires the more abundant life
in this world and in the world to come may well ask him-
self the question: “Lord, in giving myself in service to
others, ‘To whom shall I go? Shall I go only to those of
my own nation? Or shall I give myself in service only to
those of my own race? Omnly to those of my own color?”

The Lord’s answer has already been given. He will say
at the judgment day, ‘“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto
one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto
me” (Matt. 25:40). This is why Paul could say to those
of another race (though considered by the Jews as dogs),
“My brethren, dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and
crown” (Phil. 4:1). To these despised Gentiles, whe were
“the social outcasts” of his day, he said: “For what is
our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing Are not even ye
in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?
For ye are our glory and joy” (I Thess. 2:19, 20). Then
rising to the highest and greatest love that man can have,
he said: “If I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of
your faith, I rejoice” (Phil. 2:17). Jesus said: ‘Greater
love hath no man than this” (John 15:13),
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Sufferings of Paul to Serve Others

writings of Paul may be hard to understand; but,

‘ethren, only he “whose life is hid with Christ in

can understand Paul. With only our Lord excepted,
he suffered more than any other man that has walked
this earth. In his first letter to the brethren at Corinth,
he wrote: “For, I think, God hath set forth us the apos-
tles last of all, as men doomed to death: for we are made
a spectacle unto the world, both to angels and men. .
Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst,
and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain
dwellingplace; . . . being reviled, we bless; being perse-
cuted, we suffer it; being defamed, we entreat: We are
made as the filth of the world, the offscouring of all things,
even until now” (I Cor. 4:9-13).

In his second letter to these same brethren of whom
some had now begun to count him as an enemy, he said:
“For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote
unto you with many tears” (II Cor. 2:4). And informing
them of his present sufferings, he went on to say: ‘We
are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are per-
plexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
cast down, but not destroyed; always bearing about in the
body the dying of our Lord Jesus” (II Cor. 2:8-10).

Yes, Paul understood what the Lord meant when He
said: “If any man will come after me, let him deny him-
self, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.” He also
knew what the Lord meant when He declared: “For who-
soever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will
lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it” (Lk. 9:
23, 24). That is why Paul could say to the Philippians:
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“If I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your
faith, I rejoice.”

In self-giving and service to others, he was willing to
lose his life in this world that he might “keep it unto life
eternal” in the world to come (John 12:25).

Rich Young Ruler Refusing to Serve

There are many who would follow the Lord if it were
not for the cross to bear, and if they could live as they
please here and still have the abundant life hereafter.

One time a rich young ruler came to Jesus and said:
“Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have
eternal life?” (Matt. 19:16). It appears from all accounts
that this young man was very sincere. His anxiety in
seeking that more abundant life is shown by the manner in
which he approached Jesus. It would seem that he could
hardly wait to get to the Lord for he came running to him.
And though he was a man of authority and had great
wealth, he manifested a spirit of genuine humility. I can-
not think how anyone could present himself before the
Lord in a more admirable way than did this young man.
The commendable qualities of sincerity, zeal, respect, hu-
mility, and eagerness to do good are clearly manifest.

Kneeling before the Lord, he petitions for some good
thing to do that he may have eternal life. Jesus said to
him, “If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments”
(Matt. 19:17). Whereupon the young man affirmed that
he had kept all these things from his youth. But Jesus
put a cross on him when He said, “Yet lackest thou one
thing: sell all that thou hast, and give to the poor, and
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: And come, take up
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He saved his life in this world but lost his life in the world
to come.

It is said that “Jesus beholding him loved him.” But
‘yet, He let him go, for the young man had made a choice
between treasures here and treasures in heaven. Jesus
knew that the “god of mammon” had first claim on his
heart and that ‘“no man can serve two masters” (Matt.
6:24). He was unwilling to take up his cross and give
himself in service to others. He anxiously ran to Jesus,
seeking something good to do; but he walked away with
his heart filled with sadness for his money possesed him.

Sad indeed it is, but his story is told over and over in the
lives of many Christians today who are letting the “mam-
mon of unrighteousness’” rob them of the ‘“‘true riches” of
life eternal (Luke 16:11).

The Price of Selfishness

Jesus said: “Take heed, and beware of covetousness:
for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the
things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). By precept
and example He taught the world that ‘“man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). To those who were fol-
lowing Him only for the fishes and loaves, He said: ‘“La-
bour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat
which endureth unto everlasting life” (John 6:27).

In the parable of the rich farmer who chose to build
greater barns to store his goods rather than have compas-
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sion on the poor, Jesus points out the sins of greed and
selfishness. The blessings from the ground that swelled
the rich man’s barns became a curse to his soul. Unwilling
to use his blessings in service to others, and thinking solely
of self, he said: “I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast
much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat,
drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool,
this night thy soul shall be required of thee” (Luke 12:
19, 20).

For the things of this world that perish with the using,
he lost his soul! No wonder God said: ‘“Thou fool.” “For
what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36).
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which exalts the word of God to far more than merely a
theoretical account of long ago events and far-distant
hopes. 1 staunchly believe the word of God is a power for
the present, and a guide for the present, as well as for
the eternal future. To limit God and His word to the
future is as truly limiting Him as to limit Him to the
present and suggest there is no future life.

The subject, “The Abundant Life — One Produced by
God’s Word,” must include a consideration, along with
many other passages, of the most lengthy of all of the
Psalms, the beautiful 119th. The general theme of this
psalm is the law of Jehovah as the rule of life. Note with
me some excerpts from this lovely poem:

Psalm 119:

1 — Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk
in the law of the Lord.

2 — Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and
that seek him with the whole heart.

9 — Wherewhithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.

10 — With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let
me not wander from thy commandments.

11 — Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might
not sin against thee.

15 — 1 will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect
unto thy ways.

16 — I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not
forget thy word.
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18 — Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold won-
drous things out of thy law.

92 — Unless thy law had been my delights, I should
then have perished in mine affliction.

93 — I will never forget thy precepts: for with them
thou hast quickened me.

97 — O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the
day.

103 — How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!

105 — Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light
unto my path.

106 — I have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will
keep thy righteous judgments.

111 — Thy testimonies have I taken as an heritage for
ever: for they are the rejoicing of my heart.

112 — I have inclined mine heart to perform thy stat-
ues alway, even unto the end.

There are other passages which I would like to call to
mind in the early portion of this message:

Col. 3:16: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly
in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace
in your hearts to the Lord.”

Prov. 30:5: “Every word of God is pure: he is a shield
unto them that put their trust in him.

Luke 4:4: *“And Jesus answered him (the devil), say-
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ing, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word of God.”

Romans 1:16: “I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

These are but a few of the many passages of Scripture
which suggest that the word of God not only is powerful to
lead the alien sinner to Christ and salvation, but that it is
also the power that is necessary for achieving spiritual
maturity and the abundant life.

A. God’'s Word Has Power to Convert the Sinner

The urgency Paul felt in preaching the gospel of Christ
to those in Rome grew out of his inspired knowledge that
without the gospel they were without Christ and without
salvation. Therefore he assured them, “I would not have
you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to
come unto you, . .. that I might have some fruit among
you also, even as among other Gentiles. 1 am debtor both
to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise,
and to the unwise. So, as much as in me is, I am ready to
preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. For I am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is the power of
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteous-
ness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written,
The just shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:13-17).

Paul knew there was no other power than the message
of the Christ to redeem man from sin — “none other name
under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be
saved” (Acts 4:12). The pragmatic philosophy of experi-
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and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation. For the scripture saith,
Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For
there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek:
for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon
him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom
they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him
of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear
without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except
they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet
of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad
tidings of good things! But they have not all obeyed the
gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our
report? So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God.”

It is not needed to explain to this audience, taught as
you are in the word of salvation, that the conversion of
the sinner is accomplished through the teaching of God’s
word. But may I suggest: there is still a vital need for
this message to the lost and dying of every generation. It
is still the word of God that leads man, by obedience, out
of the kingdom of darkness and into the kingdom of God’s
dear Son.

B. God’s Word Has Power to Produce the Abundant Life

If life were to terminate at the grave, if there were no
hereafter and no hope of heaven, God’s word would still
stand as the greatest blessing ever given to man, for it is
a blueprint for the attainment of ‘“the good life” sought
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does not suggest a liberal “eat, drink and be merry” in-
dulgence. ‘“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is
a reproach unto any people” (Prov. 14:34). And in this
case, the same principle is applicable to the individual.
The emphatic message of Romans 6 is that a child of God
rises from the burial with Christ by baptism unto a “new-
ness of life.”” He is no longer to serve sin, for the old man
is dead. He is now beckoned and led by ‘“the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus.”

Life seems to be ever complicated by its contradictions.
Yet, while it may seem that the immoral and irresponsible
indulgence in sin, too much of which has entered unchal-
lenged into the very entrails of the church, is at diametric
opposites to the puritanical restraints exhibited by some,
it would more accurately appear that they are both ex-
pressions of the same problem — a lack of genuine spirit-
ual growth and maturation. Without the rich and abun-
dant life which Christ has intended for His disciples, one
with his “sour grapes” will cry, “Touch not, handle not!”
while the other will only plead, “Don’t I have a right to
happiness?”

The great Creator of life not only knows that we want
to find happiness, He also knows how we can find that
happiness and has given us the blueprint and formula if
we will but accept it and follow it. One need not turn to
the Rosicrucians or the magic formulas of the present day
Dale Carnegies. God’s power is sufficient for us!

There are basic needs of man, but God has not been un-
mindful or ignorant of them. He rather has created them
and provided for them. Among these we might mention
the need for security, trust, a sense of service, a need for
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need for security, and thus guides him in achieving the
abundant life.

2. Trust Contributes to the Abundant Life

Without faith and confidence there can be no security,
there can be little hope. Jesus reasoned with His disciples:
“Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do
they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Fa-
ther feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?
Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto
his stature? And why take ye thought for raiment? Con-
sider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not,
neither do they spin: and yet I say unto you, That even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which
today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he not
much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore
take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall
we drink or wherewithal shall we be clothed? . . . for your
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these
things” (Matt. 6:26-32).

The inspired psalm-writer admonished: “My soul, wait
thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him. He
only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall
not be moved. In God is my salvation and my glory: the
rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God. Trust in
him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before
him: God is a refuge for us” (Ps. 62:5-8).

The Christian does not learn to live blindly or ignorantly;
he learns by God’s word to live trustingly — and there is
a difference! He learns the richness of the assurance
that “all things work together for good to them that love
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fully taught and so beautifully presented as in the little
tid-bit, a few words of the Master never recorded by any
of the writers of the Gospels, which Paul brings to us:
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Jesus, by His
life and His death, taught this. Many of His disciples of
the first century were imbued with this same spirit of
service, and by their lives taught others. The power of
God’s word to lead to the happy and abundant life is truly
vividly displayed in the call of man to make a contribu-
tion to the world in which he lives, to lift up his fellow
man, to leave blessings where there were curses and flow-
ers where there were thorns. Only the word of God gives
true purpose to service.

4. Man Must Love and Be Loved

At this point we come to the supreme theme of God’s
book. No lesson is so predominant and overruling, so oft
repeated and oft exemplified. The love of God is evidenced
at every step, climaxed in the sending of His Son to die
on the cross for the sins of man. Jesus portrayed that
same beneficence in life and in death: “Greater love hath
no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends” (John 15:13). “Therefore doth my Father love
me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.
No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself”
(John 10:17, 18). Then He instructed His disciples: “A
new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another”
(John 13:34).

The same theme rings beautifully clear in all the preach-
ing and the teaching of the apostles. John, the beloved,
pleads for love to abound in the lives of all, that greater
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life. And only God could put into man the need to express
that love, one to another. Thus it is elementary to con-
clude that only God’s word can give the true meaning to
loving and being loved.

5. A Knowledge of the Worth of Man and His Work Is
Essential to the Attainment of Fulness in Life

The story is told of a physician who had spent many
years endearing himself to thousands in a foreign land by
serving them unselfishly with little return. An oil com-
pany in the area was having public relations problems.
They, therefore, sought to hire this man who had so en-
deared himself to the people. After offering him a salary
many times that which he had ever before received, they
were shocked that he declined the job. ‘“What’s the mat-
ter 7’ they inquired, “Isn’t the salary big enough?’ “Yes,”
he explained, “but the job isn’t.”

Man was not placed on earth to waste away a life. Nor
can he find the fulness of enjoyment or the abundant life
without a realization of his worth and the importance of
what he is doing. It is a deplorable thing that today’s
young men seem more interested in “how much does it
pay?’ “how much vacation do I get?”’ and “how big is the
retirement?” than they are in the importance and suita-
bility of the job to be done.

In studying the life of the Master it becomes more and
more obvious that He never failed to show respect for the
individual personality of each one He met. What is the
worth of a human being? The true value can only be
learned from the importance Deity places upon him:

“The Lord . . . is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing
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letting the word of Christ dwell in us richly and in plant-
ing this seed of the kingdom in the hearts of others.

The old cliche, “We’ve got the truth” will not suffice
— even if it were true. This is mere nonsense. In the
first place, anyone who has access to a Bible has the truth.
It is not the truth in the pages of a book, however, that
does any good, but the truth in the heart of man. And
second, if “we’ve got the truth,” what are we doing keep-
ing it rather than sharing it with others with the spirit of
urgency and diligence that characterized the Christians of
the first century who went everywhere preaching the
word? Until the security and trust of the abundant life
is expressed in the tangibles of service, love and the pursuit
of our worthy calling and vocation, it might be seriously
and justifiably questioned that we have the truth or that
the power of God’s word has had a chance to truly develop
the abundant life in us.

Permit me to suggest, therefore, a few realistic applica-
tions of this inevitable conclusion:

1. The word of God must be more consistently and em-
phatically taught in our homes by word and by precept,
“when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest
by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou ris-
est up” (Deut. 6:7). Parents should avail themselves of
the courses offered by churches for the training of teach-
ers of God’s word to better equip themselves for planned
instruction in the home. Special hours should be set aside
for this task. Close co-ordination and co-operation with
the teachers in the Bible school should be evident.

2. Better training of teachers in the church should be
given high priority in every congregation. Special classes
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be exalted, never treated as a secondary or routine mat-
ter. Yet, it must not be considered as the whole mission
and complete activity of the church. It is but one of the
many avenues through which the word of God may be
taught. The other means must not be degraded or neg-
lected.

6. Churches must become disturbed and concerned about
the millions of lost souls, and less complacent with the tra-
ditional program of work at home. God’s word, dwelling
in the heart of man and developing an abundant life, will
not permit that churches be self-satisfied with sending a
few dollars per month to provide one-tenth, one-fourth or
even one-half of the support of an under-paid and half-
forgotten evangelist a few thousands of miles away from
home.

Indeed, if this be God’s word, and if it has the power we
ascribe to it, then let us give it a chance to explode in our
midst, leaven the whole lump, convert the world, and lead
us all home to God!
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tors he has served since the College came under our management.

In April of 1957 he moved to work with the 10th & Rockford con-
gregation in Tulsa, Oklahoma. In addition to a full program of
local work he holds several meetings each year. He also is a staff-
writer for POWER FOR TODAY.

There are certain rights that come with being a creator
or maker. The man who has labored with his hands or
utilized his genius so as to amass a fortune is protected by
civil law. Since the money is his, made through legitimate
enterprise, he may give it away, hoard it up or foolishly
waste it. Men may call him a spendthrift, a miser or a
prodigal, but the law guards his right to do with his money
what he pleases. His wealth is considered his by right of
creation.

The artist may keep his masterpiece, sell it for a farthing
or give it away. He may take up his brush in a moment
of passion and with a few mad strokes destroy the arduous
labor of many days. None can deny him this right for a
creator has power over his creation.

According to Genesis 1:27 man is the creation of God.
Being such, he is subject to an authority over him as much
so as the lump of clay is subject to the wishes of the potter.
The fact that man — unlike money, paintings, or clay —
possesses a will does not nullify the prior authority of God
over him. The possession of a will simply gives man the
choice between respecting or disrespecting the divine
wishes.

God has, in harmony with His changeless nature, always
required what is right of man. A hearty, unqualified ac-
ceptance of this principle is indispensable to the righteous
life. It may not be apparent to us why Abraham was com-
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1 to offer Isaac. Human reason might inquire,
not God-fearing Abraham have been tested in some
vay more in keeping with mercy and humaneness?”’
is does not appear to have been a problem in Abra-
mind. He had been well taught through his experi-
vith God. An unfaltering submission to his Creator
ier reflected in the rhetorical question, “Shall not
dge of all the earth do right?”’ (Genesis 18:25).
im might not have understood just why or how the
e of his son could be right but he was committed to
in God that did not confine itself to the boundaries
1an understanding. A knowledge that we too lack
tanding — of seeing and knowing all that God sees
ows — should make us agree that, whatever His re-
ents — “The Judge of all the earth will do right.”

opic which occupies the attention of man can pos-
e more important than the salvation of his soul from
right relationship with God here and any hope of an
with Him hereafter rests upon the forgiveness of
s. With regard to this momentous concern the New
ient speaks with great clarity: Salvation is con-
; upon our obedience to the commands of God. Christ
to all them that obey him the author of eternal sal-
' (Hebrews 5:9). At His coming the Savior will
the divine wrath and vengeance toward those who
not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our
lesus” (II Thessalonians 1:8). It is difficult to
tand how men who reverence the Word of God can
ird the imperative nature of obedience. Their chief
n seems to be this: They cannot reconcile the re-
ent of obedience with the doctrine of salvation by
John 3:16, Romans 5:1 and other passages are
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often cited to show that we are saved by faith. It is pointed
out that these scriptures promise salvation or peace with
God apart from any mention of further obedience. But
here a most glaring error should be corrected. We believe
unequivocally in salvation by faith, the very faith men-
tioned in the foregoing passages. We do not believe in
salvation by faith plus “further acts of obedience,” i.e. acts
that may be separated from faith. The faith which brings
salvation is a faith which encompasses obedience, not a
faith which can be separated from obedience. The issue
is not, Does faith or obedience save? But, At what point of
our obedience does faith save? To illustrate: We read,
“By faith the walls of Jericho fell down . . .” (Hebrews
11:30). We know that the walls did not fall down until
the Israelites had marched around the city for seven con-
secutive days. According to Joshua 6 God revealed before
the march began that the walls would fall down on the
seventh day. The people carefully followed the commands
of the Lord and on the seventh day the walls collapsed.
Now, at what point did their faith bring the walls down?
When they first believed? Surely none would contend this.
It was not until their faith had moved them to encircle
Jericho for the appointed number of times, blow the trum-
pets and shout that Jehovah fulfilled His promise. Is it
not plain that every move they made — the arrangement
of the company, the marching, the sounding of the trum-
pets, the shouting — was an act of faith. Theirs was “the
obedience of faith,” and it is this type of obedient faith in
relation to the commands of Christ that saves men today.
We do not urge men to repent of their sins, to confess pub-
licly their faith and to be baptized in water as if these were
duties apart from and unrelated to faith. Rather, these
constitute ‘“the obedience of faith,” or faith in action.
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t we ask then, at what point of obedience the believer
expect the forgiveness of his alien sins, the answer
sily found. The penitent believer becomes a purified,
sed and forgiven soul in Christ Jesus at the time of
aptism (Acts 22:16; Romans 6:3; II Corinthians 5:
It is most difficult for us to see why any person,
;rsant with the New Testament, would undertake to
ite what is so obviously the truth of God.

e truly abundant spiritual life is to be found only
;rustful obedience. That life which is ‘“the light of
' was so lived. Numerous are the times that Jesus
d His utter dedication to the will of His Father.
meat,” He declared, “is to do the will of Him that
me, and to accomplish His work” (John 4:34). Again
jaid, “For 1 am come down from heaven, not to do
. own will, but the will of him that sent me” (John
). These are but suggestive of His whole frame of
[, even during Gethsemane’s trying hour. There His
ened soul yielded to the will of God with the vic-
us words, “Not as I will, but as thou wilt!” (Mat-
' 26:39). With a trust that knew no limit He “com-
ed himself to him that judgeth righteously” (I Peter

).

1 the day of Pentecost just after the ascension of
s the apostles were baptized in the Holy Spirit.
7 began that day the discharge of the great com-
ion. Being instructed and guided by the Spirit their
i become worthy of our close observation. The preach-
of the apostles, confirmed by miraculous deeds,
ight down upon the early church the wrath of those
had condemned Jesus. The apostles were drawn
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before the Sanhedrin Court and ordered to cease their
ministry. They knew that this ruling body had the power
to punish and afflict them, still they answered, “We must
obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). They were
under orders from Christ and they preferred death above
a life of disobedience.

There is a basic problem which seems ever to be

present in the relationship between God and man. Men
desire God to save but they are unwilling for Him to
rule. The history of the Israelites furnishes many ex-
amples of this. One such instance is recorded in con-
nection with the call of Gideon. After repeated apostasies,
consequent oppressions, earnest supplications and divine
deliverances, the Israelites again found themselves crushed
and laid low by the Midianites.  Their seven years of
suffering brought them to their knees and “the children
of Israel cried unto Jehovah.” In response to their plea,
God sent a prophet who reminded the people: “.
I said unto you, I am Jehovah your God; ye shall not
fear the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell.
But ye have not hearkened unto my voice” (Judges 6:10).
The Israelites were seeking again the deliverance of
Jehovah but they had repeatedly refused to let Him rule
over them. They wanted His salvation but they did not
‘want Him to rule.

As a religious people, we have had to withstand a
barrage of ridicule and scorn. The position we hold
whereby every item of faith and practice for which
there is no “thus saith the Lord” is to be rejected has
not endeared us to many people. They have said that
we make the New Testament a “blueprint,” that such
reasoning is “legalism’ and that it is the “spirit” not the
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iOUT RENOUNCING THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS
CHRIST. We have chosen Jesus Christ as our Lord and
it is out of a deep respect for His rule that we omit the
instrument from our worship. We can no more wor-
ship God with instrumental music than we can honor
Him with the counting of beads, burning incense or
praying to departed saints. The latter practices, though
not once hinted at in the New Testament, may be engaged
in upon the same authority as that which can be claimed
for instrumental music. If we would obey Christ, we
must not only start with what He commands but we must
also stop where He has given no command.

We must have the courage to avow openly a respect
for the specific points of God’s will. Like Israel poised
on the bank of the Red Sea, let us move only at the
command of God. But when God’s command is known
let us permit no obstacle to interfere with our obedience.

Let us not pause to question whether the revelation
of God pertains to a great or small matter. Charles
Spurgeon rightly said: “If Christ commands me to
hold up my little finger, and I do not obey Him, it looks
like coolness in my love toward Him.” The words of
Jesus must remain fresh in our mind: “He that is faith-
ful in a very little is faithful also in much: and he that
is unrighteous in a very little is unrighteous also in
much” (Luke 16:10). The greatest among our race is
but weak and ignorant by the standards of deity. How
can anyone of us determine, among the points of God’s
revelation, that which is important and that which is
insignificant? The man who would slight the disclosure
of God touching upon a single duty is but setting himself
up for the judgment of God.
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fect knowledge of God could so defy public approbation
for what he thought was the will of God, then certainly
no Christian should let the influence of unbelieving men
keep him from the path of duty. Our standing with men
cannot be important for long, but our standing with
God is a matter of eternal importance.

Obedience is the touchstone of our faith, the evidence
of our fellowship with God. “And hereby we know that
we know him, if we keep his commandments” (I John
2:3). Some influential men of Jesus’ day believed on
Him but they stopped short of confessing Him (John 12:
42). They were unwilling to take up their cross and
follow Him. Such inactive faith brought them no fellow-
ship with Christ.

Each human soul is of inestimable value to God. He
is “not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance” (II Peter 3:9). While God
is interested in us as regards our salvation from sin,
we must not suppose that this is the sum total of His
interest. Before Adam sinned, God was interested in
him. Jehovah gave to the first man and his wife a beau-
tiful habitation and made every provision for their hap-
piness. In the midst of this blissful existence God and
man communed as naturally and freely as man ever has
with his fellowmen. This was as God wished it. Then
came the day when that holy fellowship was broken by
the disobedience of man. But the interest of God in
man did not begin with or after the fall; it had already
been manifested during man’s period of innocence.

Through the ages God has called men to come back to
Him. Bible history affords the examples of many such
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“I’ll go where you want me to go, dear Lord,
Over mountain, or plain, or sea;

I'll say what you want me to say, dear Lord,
I'll be what you want me to be.”
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lands, with persecution; and in the world to come eternal
life” (Mark 10:29, 30).

Thus Jesus declared that His disciples shall find a new
and higher fellowship, even in this life, and as infinitely
greater climax, eternal life. Here is a twofold more
abundant life. It is significant that here, as so often,
Jesus expressed the riches of the “more abundant life”
in terms of personal relationships. Christian fellowship
gives personal relationships higher and nobler than family
ties. The deep and rewarding joy of such a relation-
ship is powerfully felt on certain special occasions, such
as the moment when several hundred preachers, elders,
and fellow-Christians at the climax of a fellowship ban-
quet, or a group of young people around a campfire,
clasp hands and with swelling hearts sing:

“Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds Is like to that above.

“We share our mutual woes; Our mutual burdens bear;
And often for each other flows The sympathizing tear.

“When we asunder part, It gives us inward pain;
But we shall still be joined in heart, And hope to meet
again.”

However, there is the possibility that such experiences
are for many hardly more than an impressive experience of
human togetherness. If this is the case, the real mean-
ing of fellowship is missed, as is clear from another
scripture:

“That which we have heard and seen declare we unto you
also, that ye may have fellowship with us: yea, and our

fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ” (I John 1:3).

The fello“;ship of Christians does not arise out of
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Perhaps this sense of God’s transcendence accounts
for the fact that the word for fellowship is not used in
the Old Testament for the human-divine relationship.
Many of the Psalms and passages in the prophets indicate
that the Hebrews experienced very real and deep fellow-
ship with God, yet seldom, if ever, does the natural word
for expressing it appear. They describe the joy of com-
munion as “before the Lord,” not with him.

In the New Testament we learn that the most un-
believable thing is a reality— the very God of Israel,
God Almighty, has indeed dwelt among men in the person
of Jesus of Nazareth, and continues to dwell in the hearts
of His children. John expressed the grateful amaze-
ment of every believer: ‘“Behold what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called children of God; and such we are” (I John 3:1).

Man was created for fellowship with God and is never
fully man until that fellowship is a reality. From the
fact that man is created in the image of God we may
conclude that God is personal and that man may stand
in personal relationship with Him. This kinship between
God and man is seen again in the fact that Christ was
made like man. The writer of Hebrews stated this
clearly: “Wherefore it behooved him in all things to
be made like unto his brethren, that he might become a
merciful and faithful high priest” (Hebrews 2:17). The
incarnation is.the perfect manifestation of the fulness of
man’s nature and capabilities. We cannot learn the true
potentiality of manhood by looking at man (any man,
or all men). Jesus of Nazareth came in the flesh, re-
vealing the fulness of God, the fulness of man, and the
fulness of the fellowship that may exist between them.
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Hence, those who believe on Christ receive the light,
become children of God and have fellowship with Him.
Here is the wisdom of God, hid through the ages until
revealed in Christ. Here is His final offer to man. He
will bring men into fellowship with Himself as His own
children by a person, His only begotten Son. Such infinite
love will certainly win men when all else fails.

In His intercessory prayer Jesus associated fellowship
with God and eternal life: ‘“And this is life eternal,
that they should know thee the only true God, and him
whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ” (John 17:3).
To know God does not indicate the presumption that m--
may approach God as he would a biological specimen or
chemical compound. Nor does it suggest such an intima
that man forgets which is God Himself or the Almigh
For all of the tenderness of God’s concern for man, tr
fellowship with Him can never ignore the fact that it
fellowship with the CREATOR. The term consisten:
used in the Bible to express man’s approach to such
God is “obedience.” The New Testament, no less th
the Old Testament makes it clear that man stands befo
God, if at all, in a posture of obedience, marked by revere
response to the will of the Father. It is this posture
reverence that makes fellowship with God a wvertical 1
lationship. Again it is the apostle John who makes t}
aspect of fellowship with God most clear:

“And thereby we know that we know him, if we keep
his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar and the truth
is not in him; but whoso keepeth his word, in him verily
hath the love of God been perfected. Hereby we know that
we are in him: he that saith he abideth in him ought
himself also to walk even as he walked” (I John 2:3-6).
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move in constant harmony with God. Perfect peace as
its fruit; fervent thanksgiving, its expression; confident
prayer, its privilege; absolute trust, its foundation and
strength; constant fellowship with the Godhead, its crown-
ing glory. ‘““The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be
with you all” (II Corinthians 13:14).

Fellowship with One Another — Brotherhood

Now let us return for a moment to a passage of Scrip-
ture read in part earlier:
“If we say that we have fellowship with him and walk
in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but if we walk
in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with

another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from
all sin” (I John 1:6-7).

When even two or three persons enter into this vertical
fellowship with God, immediately a horizontal fellow-
ship is born among them. The horizontal fellowship
spreads to the exact degree that men enter into fellow-
ship with God in Christ. No amount of sentimental talk
about the “brotherhood of man” can remove the fact
that the fellowship of God’s children is limited to those
who by obedient faith are in Christ. No one can arbitrari-
ly create Christian fellowship, nor is it found by two
or more persons seeking community with one another.
Fellowship with God in the resurrected Christ makes pos-
sible fellowship with one another as God’s family. The
first disciples met on the common ground of mutual
loyalty to the Lord, Jesus Christ. The resulting communi-
ty was called the church, the family of God, the body
of Christ, the kingdom of God, or the kingdom of heaven.
Here was a community of sinners cleansed by the blood
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rist. Each was conscious of his relation to the
because all were related to God in the same way.

i is made for fellowship with other humans. In
ntury we have become more and more conscious of
st-ness of our race without a basis of fellowship
an span national and cultural barriers. Shaken by
:wvelopment of unbelievable instruments of death,
ring constantly under the shadow of self-destruction,
lity has become aware that the only alternative
1ihilation is a bond of fellowship that will reach
iclude every man of every nation and race.

church, fellowship in Christ, is the answer to
search. In Christian fellowship is found both the
for and an example of the uniting of all peoples in
This was the power of the early church: both Jew
entile, both master and slave, both rich and poor,
he learned and the unlearned, both men and women
brought together in common love for God and for
1other. The miracle of it forced the world to take
lously. “Behold how they love one another,” said
their enemies. The world is always astounded,
ived, when disunity is melted by the love found in
ian fellowship. This is the greatest miracle of
new creation.

recognition of mutual dependence upon the redeem-
race of God Christians lose all false pride and air
periority. We can look at all men through dif-
eyes. We stop justifying ourselves and condemn-
hers. Living in an atmosphere of God’s forgiveness,
adily forgive others. The Christian is a sinner who,
: discovery of God’s love, is filled to overflowing
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with love for others who know this love, and with com-
passion for everyone who has not yet made the discovery.
In Christian fellowship is reflected something new under
the sun: a love as broad as the human family. Here is a
fellowship that shares equally the deepest depths of sor-
row and need and the highest heights of joy and peace.

Fellowship Jointly with God — Worship and Work

To the vertical fellowship of the individual with God,
and the horizontal fellowship among Christians may now
be added the circular, corporate fellowship of the con-
gregation, and congregations, with the Father. This
finds expression in worship and work. These two are
not really different. They are but two sides of the same
coin. Neither is merely for human fellowship, nor for
personal honor. In each the fellowship among the par-
ticipants depends, not upon the function itself, but ~—~--
the Lord in whom both the worship and the work
their meaning. Two clauses from Paul express thi:
fectly: ‘“And whatsoever ye do in word or in dec
all in the name of the Lord . . .” (Colossians 3:17) ;
soever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (I Corini
10:31). Every soul sincerely engaged in this aim
true fellowship with both God and every other h
who is similarly engaged.

Here the church as God’s community can fill the
versal human need for a worthy cause with a w
motivation, a need that men seek to fill by frantically
tiplying clubs and associations for service and f
ship. In the urbanization of society the church ha
much of its natural expression of human togethe
We live so dispersed geographically and occupati
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corporate worship of the congregation it is individually
achieved. It helps me to think of each item, or element,
of worship as involving four stages: (1) the objective
presence of the specific element of worship, (2) the con-
scious entrance of the worshiper into the purpose and
meaning of the particular element, (3) the moment when
the worshiper is completely absorbed in loving adora-
tion of and communion with God, the objective element
being lost to view, and (4) the return to the objective
element of worship at its completion. Unless the wor-
shiper goes beyond mere participation in the objective
element he is only a performer, not a worshiper, and
there is no Christian fellowship involved, because Christ
has not really entered the event.

Let me illustrate with one specific element of wor-
ship — singing. The director announces this hymn,
“Praise the Lord, Ye Heavens Adore Him.” Here is stage
one, the objective element — a psalm. As all prepare to
sing the worshiper hastily reads the first stanza and
becomes absorbed in the true sentiment of the phrases:

“Praise the Lord, ye heavens adore Him! Praise Him
angels in the height;

Sun and moon rejoice before Him; Praise Him, all ye stars
of light.”

Stage two is reached. The worshiper has consciously
entered into the sentiment of the words so that he does
not merely begin singing a hymn, but, together with all
the saints, he voices the heartfelt praise of his soul. Stage
three quickly becomes a reality. With his spirit “lost in
praise,” the worshiper is completely absorbed in loving
adoration of the Almighty. Awareness of everything
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around him melts, and the worshiper stands in joyous
reverence before the throne of God.

“Praise the Lord, for He has spoken, Worlds His mighty
voice obeyed;
Laws which never shall be broken, For their guidance He

hath made.

“Praise the Lord, for He is glorious, Never shall His
promise fail;

God hath made His saints victorious, Sin and death shall
not prevail.

“Praise the God of our salvation, Hosts on high, His

power proclaim;
Heaven and earth and all creation, Laud and magnify

His name.
“Hallelujah! Amen, Hallelujah! Amen, Amen, Amen.”

Every fiber of the soul raises up to praise Jehovah.
Fellow Christians are no longer merely men and women
singing a song. To the worshiper they become, what
they really are, eternal spirits joining in the praise of
God with “Heaven and earth and all creation” — joining
even with the “angels in the height” — before the throne
of God. As the last “Amen” fades stage four is reached.
The worshiper returns to his objective surroundings,
aware that on the wings of song he has flown before the
“Mercy Seat” and has experienced an indescribable
moment of fellowship with God and with all of God’s
family of all ages, on earth and in heaven. Try this with
every song, every prayer, the communion and the con-
tribution. Let each element of worship become a swift
and sure medium for bringing you consciously before
the Father Almighty.

“There is a place where Jesus sheds The oil of gladness
on our head,
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A place than all besides more sweet; It is the blood-bought
mercy seat.

“There is a scene where spirits blend, Where friend holds
fellowship with friend;

Tho’ sundered far, by faith they meet Around one common
mercy seat.

“There, there on eagle’s wings we soar, And sin and sense
seem all no more,

And heaven comes down our souls to greet, And glory
crowns the mercy seat.”

Brethren, these high moments of fellowship must not be
found solely in the experience of worship, lest fellowship
even there die. God’s family is far more than a wor-
shiping assembly. The three-point fellowship of each
saint with his God, with the congregation, and with every
saint on earth and heaven is repeated in every act of
service within the life of the church. Worship serves to
deepen the understanding of our commitment to Christ
and to heighten the meaning of this commitment for daily
life. We cannot allocate segments of our life to God and
reserve the rest for ourselves. Entry into Christ’s serv-
ice is a new and full-time vocation with a lifetime con-
tract.

Corporate worship thus renews our commitment and
sends us back into the world with renewed faithfulness
to carry out the mission of the church. Every act of
service to the needy is seen as an act of service to
Christ. Every participation in the spread of the gospel
is seen as a joint act with every member of the con-
gregation and every saint around the world. This high
fellowship makes real the Lord’s statement that “it is
more blessed to give than to receive.”
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will elude us. God give us faith and courage to do the
first, love to do the second, and wisdom to know the
difference.

Pride is the greatest enemy of fellowship in Christ.
It may well underly all others. Pride comes in many
costumes — intellectual, economic, racial, national, or
spiritual. Each is deadly to true fellowship.

Christian love is the only antidote for pride. This love
is completely indifferent to the standards that appeal to
pride. Paul characterized it well: *“There can be neither
Jew nor Greek, there can be neither bond nor free, there
can be no male nor female; for ye are all one man
in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). With respect to such
artificial considerations Christian love is completely in-
different.

Christian fellowship is “A-caste.” In Christ there can
be neither “bond nor free.” Christian love knows neither
master nor slave as such. Neither God nor God’s chil-
dren (if indeed the children resemble the Father) take
note of whether a man is master or slave. Thank God,
human slavery is dead as an institution in America.
However, there are other castes. God deliver His church
from the day when her members come to think of them-
selves as the comfortable and respectable “middle class,”
with only disdain for the poor and lowly, or resentment
for the rich and mighty. Let us read again James 2:1-13
in order to preach James 2:24 with truer understanding
than we have sometimes evidenced. James declared that
those who show despite to the poor in the congregation
“blaspheme the honorable name by which ye are called,”
and “if ye have respect of persons, ye commit sin” (James
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remember this with as much gratitude as we think? Can
we say that we today stand in the line of Paul or of Peter
in this matter? We resent the narrow pride of the
Jews toward the Gentiles, because as Gentiles we are
thereby made second-rate Christians, not suitable for
fellowship of the Jews. We have little sympathy for
the Jewish brethren in Jerusalem who so soundly re-
buked Peter for going in unto Gentiles and eating with
them. However, we admire their fairness and faith
when, after hearing of God’s directions in the matter,
“They held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then
unto the Gentiles also hath God granted repentance unto
life” (Acts 11:18). This event prevented a split along
racial lines in the New Testament church. One of the
greatest miracles of Christianity is its triumph over the
Jew-Gentile wall of separation.

Christian fellowship is still a-racial, my brethren.
Christian fellowship is more than talk about Peter’s
education in the matter. What does fellowship really
mean to us when we harbor attitudes in our hearts that
make us look askance, if there comes into our assembly
for worship a consecrated Christian who by an accident
of genetics happens to have a black face? What is our
real definition of fellowship and Christian love when we
feel that our dignity is injured or our community status
lowered, if one of God’s children from South of the Border
places membership expecting to find the love of God re-
flected in God’s children? What definition of Christian
fellowship can we give that accounts for the fact that
our own faithful brethren, born with black skins, must
seek ‘“Christian’” education at the hands of Baptists and
Methodists?
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such goods news in our hands, shall we die with the
world? What does it mean to us, my brethren? What
does it mean?
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In addition to his local work, he is a partner in Nichols Brothers
Publishing Company, serves on the Board of Trustees of Midland
Christian School, is a member of the Advisory Board of Lubbock
Christian College, and is a member of the Editorial Council of
Power for Today.

The “A” and Tennessee Church of Christ, though its auditorium
seats more than seven hundred, has to conduct two Sunday morning
services to accommodate the audiences. Under the vision of its
elders, it has enlarged its work until they now support fully six
gospel preachers in addition to an active benevolent work. During
the first eleven months of 1960, fifty-eight have been baptized,
fifty-two restored, eight placed membership, and thirty-four others
placed membership and made confession of sins, a total of two hun-
dred twenty-four.

He has spoken on many lectureships in congregations as well as
the Annual Bible Lectureships at Abilene Christian College, Lub-
bock Christian College, and Pepperdine College.

Christianity is pre-eminently a life of faith. The sys-
tem of religion introduced by Jesus Christ into the world
is often referred to in the Scriptures as “the faith” (Jude
3). Those who follow this system of faith are called
“believers” (Acts 5:14). All acceptable service to God
depends upon faith. ‘“And without faith it is impossible
to be well-pleasing unto him” (Hebrews 11:6). Because
of the numerous blessings we have access to by faith,
Peter declares faith to be “more precious than gold” and
his desire was that we would be found ‘“unto praise and
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ: whom
not having seen ye love; on whom, believing, ve rejoice
greatly with joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiving
the end of your faith, even the salvation of vour souls”
(I Peter 1:7-10). Thus, from the very incipience, the
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faith has ever been drawn from .its object. Suppose
the woman in Matthew 9:20-22 had touched the hem of
Jesus’ garment while placing her faith in someone else.
It would never have been said of her, “Thy faith hath
made thee whole.” Faith has ever terminated, not on
the promise, but on the Promiser. To obtain the abundant
life, the object of our faith must be God and His Son.
Jesus said, “Believe in God, believe also in Me” (John
14:1). No other object of faith can avail; hence His
warning in John 8:24: “Except ye believe that I am he,
ye shall die in your sins.”

Faith avails, not because of any innate goodness of it-
self, but because of its relationship to Christ. The power
to bless our lives is not in faith of itself, but in the
Savior in whom it rests. Strictly speaking, it is not
faith that saves, in the sense of being one savior, but
Christ who saves through faith. The Holy Scriptures
say, “For by grace have ye been saved through faith”
(Ephesiansg 2:8). Just as a pipeline becomes the means
through which we obtain the rich oil deposits from the
earth, so Paul says “We have had our access by faith
into this grace” (Romans 5:2). Faith is the means of
appropriating God’s blessings to our lives, thus making
them rich and meaningful.

Biblical Conception of Faith

An almost formal description and definition of faith
are found in Hebrews 11:1: ‘“Now faith is the assurance
of things hoped for, a conviction of things not seen.”
The marginal reading is: “Faith is the giving substance
to things hoped for.” Assurance and substance are taken
from a compound word, hupo (under), and histemi (I
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stand) ; and primarily means a basis, ground, or founda-
tion. Now Paul either meant that faith is the basis of
things by themselves, or of hope by itself, or of the two
together. The two together, things hoped for, certainly
could have no existence as things hoped for apart from
faith. The things themselves may exist without faith,
but as things hoped for they can not. Let us ask, “Can
faith be the basis of things?’ Objects of hope may exist
without faith. For example, let us conceive of Heaven
as an object of hope. Now let us think of faith standing
as a foundation to this hope. Suppose we destroy this
faith, does it destroy the object, Heaven? Not at all.
We conclude that faith is not the substance or basis of
things. But a third question: Is faith the basis of
hope? It universally is. The farmer sows good seed in
hope of a harvest. He accepts the proposition that this
seed will reproduce; hence his hope. Destroy his faith
that the seed will grow and he will not expect a harvest,
though he may desire one, for faith is the basis of all
hope. Just as a superstructure rests upon its foundation,
depending on it for its existence, so the hope which em-
braces the future rests upon faith as its basis.

In the first part of Hebrews 11:1, we are told not
strictly what faith is, but one of its uses. This fact
may help us to answer the question, Is faith lost in sight?
Perhaps the reason for such an expression is that we walk
by faith and not by sight and some have drawn the con-
clusion that if we see, then we do not have faith. The
definition of hope adds to this impression: ‘“In the New
Testament, favourable and confident expectation
It has to do with the unseen and the future.””! “We hope
for that which we do not see” (Romans 8:24, 25). Hence,
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the idea that if hope is fulfilled, then faith no longer exists,
having been lost in sight. There may be a shade of
meaning faith connotes in contrast to knowledge which
docs disappear with sight; but its primary meaning, as
we shall see, denotes a relationship of complete trust and
submission to another — that is, God. This aspect is
never lost in sight. In fact, one would conceive of a
strengthening of this trust with sight. The Queen of
Sheba shows this: “I believed not their words, until I
camz, and mine eyes had seen it . . .” (Il Chronicles 9:
6). The Samaritans also said, ‘“Now we believe, not
because of thy speaking, for we have heard for our-
selves, and know that this is indeed the Saviour of the
world” (John 4:39-42). Jesus’ words to Thomas are an-
other example: ‘“Because thou hast seen me, thou has
believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet
have believed” (John 20:29). Even the angels before
His throne exhibit this trust and declare it is a relation-
ship which will continue “forever and ever” (see Revela-
tion 4 and 5). The apostle does not intend to imply in
Hebrews 11:1 that faith will be lost in sight; he merely
expressed that faith is the basis of hope. The last part
of the verse gives faith’s definition. It is conviction.
The Authorized Version says it is the evidence of things
not seen; but faith is produced by evidence, and the re-
sult of evidence is conviction. This is faith.

Faith obviously contains an element of prior knowl-
edge. One could not believe in that which he had not
heard, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God” (Romans 10:14, 17). Faith also
requires an honest heart which has a love of the truth
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in it, if it is to make our life abound (II Thessalonians
2:10).

Faith Is A Binding To God

The word faith comes from a Greek term whose root
meaning is ‘“to bind,” says Thayer. Basically, in it is
the idea of binding ourselves to God to the exclusion of
every other object and making us one with Him. “This
faith, which forms the distinctive feature of the righteous
man, and by which he obtains life, is obviously no mere
assent. It is a profound and abiding disposition, an
ingrained attitude of mind and heart towards God which
affects and gives character to all the activities.”? Thayer
says that the faith by which one embraces Jesus is ‘“a
conviction, full of joyful trust, that Jesus is the Messiah
— the divinely appointed author of eternal salvation in
the kingdom of God, conjoined with obedience to Christ.”3
He further states that it involves “giving one’s self up
to” Jesus. Therefore to have faith in Christ and God
means that we make an absolute transferrence of trust
from ourselves to the Godhead, and it requires a complete
self-surrender. This is the degree of faith that brings
the more abundant life to its possessor. It is not simply
an idea about God and His existence, but it is a relation-
ship with God.

Let us demonstrate these facts by the Scriptures. In
Hebrews 11:6 we read, “And without faith it is im-
possible to be well-pleasing unto him; for he that cometh
to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder
of them that seek after him.” To have the faith which
pleases God, we must accept two propositions: (1) The
existence of God (2) That God will do what He says.
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It is as Thayer described, trust conjoined with obedience.
In John 3:36, the Master said, ‘“He that believeth on the
Son hath eternal life; but he that obeyeth not the Son
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.”

Another interesting word just here is the word con-
viction. It comes from the term meaning to conquer.
There are many things outside the realm of my personal
experience which 1 accept by faith; such as the creation,
and the great facts of God’s scheme of redemption, Christ’s
virgin birth, His death, burial, and resurrection, His as-
cension and His reign at God’s right hand, His interces-
sion for us. It is by faith that we understand these
things. Hence, in religious matters which deal with the
unseen and spiritual, “we walk by faith, not by sight”
(I1 Corinthians 5:7).

“Blind Faith”?

Some would subject everything to the appro
man’s intellect and consider all else “blind faith.” 1
man’s intellect is a gift from God, it must ney
exalted above the Giver. Some have done just th
have placed the god of wisdom and knowledge abo
wisdom and knowledge of God. Kant has said, °
is a limit where the intellect fails and breaks dow
this limit is where the questions concerning God, an
will and immortality arise.” Reason discovers onl
which is near, while faith looks upward as we pi
hand into the hand of God to enjoy the eternal
beyond our bourne of time and space. Faith le
victory while one guided by the things limited t
world alone would be defeated. Paul said, “Whe
we faint not; but though our outward man is dec
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‘blind faith’ and enlightened reason.” I dare affirm
that the history of the world proves the reverse. Reason
is often blind — faith, never!

Mysteries About Our Religion

That there are mysteries about Christianity is not in
question. Paul declared, “And without controversy great
is the mystery of godliness; He who was manifested in the
flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of angels, preached
among the nations, believed on in the world, received up
in glory” (I Timothy 3:16). Man’s mind even with the
aid of scientific and philosophic processes cannot com-
prehend these mysteries. Spiritual truths cannot be ana-
lyzed that way. They are in a different realm; one is
physically deducted, the other is accepted by faith. One
deals with things seen, the other things not seen. Yet
some refuse to believe because they say God is invisible.
It is not inconsistent with reason to believe in things in-
visible. Gravity, conscience, memory, electricity, — all
these are invisible; yet we believe in them. Can we not
with greater evidence believe in the invisible God! There
are mysteries about electromagnetism, yet we do not re-
fuse to turn on the light simply because we do not under-
stand all about electricity. Just as the fish does not
understand all about the thousands of miles of water in
the ocean, yet it can serve his needs without fathoming
the whole; so we who are frail creatures of the infinite
God cannot fully fathom His wisdom (we would be Gods
ourselves, if we could) but we can comprehend enough
about Him from His Word to serve Him with fulness of
faith.
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A Chain Reaction

speak of different kinds of faith. There is but
h; however there are various degrees of faith
d in the New Testament, and the abundant life
on the degree of faith. We read of dead faith
2:17, 20, 26), little faith (Matthew 6:30), weak
tomans 4:19), growing faith (II Thessalonians
1creased faith (Luke 17:5), working faith (Gala-
3), strong faith (Romans 4:20), full faith (Acts
and great faith (Matthew 8:10). There is an
ing truth to be seen just here. Whatever
ens my faith is in turn itself strengthened by
‘or instance, meditation on the Word strengthens
1, and in turn, my faith strengthens my desire
v the Scriptures. Exercise to those principles
n God’s Will strengthens faith and faith in turn
ur performance and obedience a work of faith.
strengthens our faith and faith makes our wor-
aningful and sweet. With this interchange, our
ows exceedingly.

rsely, a similar chain reaction is seen in a de-
from faith. Just as pushing over the first domino
1 reciprocates until the entire line is knocked
o when one allows his faith to begin to falter
find himself running the gamut unless he counter-
building up his faith. Faith will not remain
t will either be increasing or diminishing.

Oliphant spoke of this interchange in one of his
by discussing what Jesus said about little faith.
* occasions Jesus spoke of little faith. He is the
: in the New Testament to use this particular Greek
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or bearing in upon distress. Angina pectoris, a disease
which is characterized by piercing, suffocating chest
pains, is from the same word. Do you ever feel as if
something had you by the throat robbing you of the
very vitals of existence? There is a remedy: “Have
faith in God.” Seven reasons are assigned by Jesus in
Matthew 6:25-34 why we should be confident. We can
be content with such things as we have when we believe
the promise, “I will in no wise fail thee, neither will
I in any wise forsake thee. So that with good courage
we may say, The Lord is my helper; I will not fear:
What shall man do unto me?”’ (Hebrews 13:5-6). With
such a faith as this, we should be able to say with the
old Negro, “When I works, I works hard; when 1 sets,
I sets loose; and when I worries, I goes to sleep!”

3. Faith keeps us dependent upon God — obedient.
This is an integral part of saving faith. The Roman
letter is sandwiched in between two statements declaring
what degree of faith Paul is discussing. It is ‘“‘obedience
of faith among all nations for his name’s sake” (1:5)
and “according to the commandment of the eternal God,
is made known unto all the nations unto obedience of
faith” (16:26). Faith makes it possible for us to say,
“Nevertheless, at thy word, we will . . .”” (Luke 5:5).

4, Faith retains our patience in the midst of sufferings
and makes us joyful in spite of circumstances. ‘‘Being
therefore justified by faith we have peace with God . . .
and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not
only so, but we also rejoice in our tribulation: knowing
that tribulation worketh stedfastness; and stedfastness,
approvedness; and approvedness, hope” (Romans 5:1-5).
“Our light affliction, which is for the moment, worketh






ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 101

Look at an unbeliever’'s view of death, exhibited in
the words spoken by Robert Ingersoll, at the funeral
of his brother: “For, whether in mid-sea or among the
breakers of the farther shore, a wreck must mark at last
the end of each and all. And every life, no matter if
its every hour is rich with love and every moment jeweled
with a joy, will at its close become a tragedy, as sad, and
deep, and dark as can be woven of the warp and woof
of mystery and death . . . Life is the narrow vale between
the cold and barren peaks of two eternities. We strive
in vain to look beyond the heights. We cry aloud and
the only answer is the echo of our wailing cry. From
the voiceless lips of the unreplying dead there comes no
word; but in the night of death hope sees a star and
listening love can hear the rustle of a wing. He who
sleeps here, when dying, mistaking the approach of death
for the return of health, whispered with his latest
breath, ‘I am better now.” Let us believe, in spite of
doubts and dogmas and tears and fears that these dear
words are true of all the countless dead.”*

Contrast this hopeless cry of anguish with the attitude
of a believer. One of God’s sainted preachers of the past
generation, T. B. Larrimore, grew up in the Sequatchie
Valley of Eastern Tennessee. Early in his life, he went
to work for a neighbor several miles away. All week
long, he would be so homesick to see his dearly loved
mother. And each week on Saturday with the close of
toil at the setting of the sun, he would receive his meager
wages and set off on the journey through the woods
in the darkness for his home. There was a creek which
he had to cross by footlog and his mother would always
be waiting for him there with a lantern to guide him
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To what do I have reference when I speak of the
greatest loss to the church in the Twentieth Century?
I am talking about the thousands of young people who
have their faith “shipwrecked” every year in our state
colleges and universities. The problem is precisely this:
Many of our young people are unable to cope with the
sophisticated, materialistic ideologies that prevail in the
academic communities in which many study upon grad-
uation from high school. Our Christian colleges have,
since their establishment, recognized that man needs
instruction not only in the material realm, but also in-
struction of comparable quality in the spiritual realm.
We believe that Christian truth is intellectually respect-
able and that is is necessary for the full development of
an abundant life. The church in many places, through
its educational program, is striving to establish these
truths in the hearts and lives of our young people and
this work is being complemented by the religious train-
ing offered in our Christian colleges.

However, work done by our Christian colleges touches
only a minority of our Christian youth. The following
facts make this point clear.

In 1900, one out of 25 high school graduates went to
college; in 1930, one out of 12 was the ratio. This year,
the percentage is one out of three and in less than 10
years it will be one out of two, or 50 percent in college.
Therefore, it is reasonable to presume that presently one-
third of our Christian young people attend college. But
the significant fact, brethren, is that only 10 percent
of our young people who go to college are in Christian
colleges; the remaining 90 percent are in state colleges
and universities. Judging from extensive personal obser-
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tion, and from having talked with others who have
d occasion to observe this problem first hand, I believe
e church is losing the majority of those who stay in a
ite university long enough to obtain a degree!

Why this great tragic loss? Because the church in
»st places has failed to live up to its responsibility in
oviding for the special needs of these young people.
the majority of cases, the church either does not
ist near the campus of the state college or it does not
ve an eye on the student with the proper concern for
5 spiritual welfare.

Only by the teaching of God’s Word in a meaning-
I way will we be able to effectively attack this prob-
n.

In Acts 19:9, 10, we read about Paul “reasoning daily
the school of Tyrannus. And this continued for the
ace of two years; so that all they that dwelt in Asia
ard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.”
ile Apostle Paul saw a need for work in a particular
ea, and so he remained in this place for two years.

Today the church in a few places has awakened to
2 special needs of Christian young people who attend
ite schools. At the same time several state colleges
e recognizing the work done by the church in a “Bible
1air” arrangement and are giving credit for the work
ne in these Bible classes. But even where such an
rangement is not possible, non-credit classes can be
aght on the same plane as those found in our Chris-
in colleges. These Bible courses must meet the specific
eds of college students. Jesus said, as He quoted
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the prophet Isaiah, “And they shall all be taught of
God.” This basically is the answer to our problem.

The Abundant Life

Our theme for this lectureship is “The More Abun-
dant Life,” but let me ask you this — How can a per-
son, any person, college student or otherwise, live an
abundant life if he feels that there are basic conflicts
between his religious faith and his knowledge in other
areas? If one feels that his basic faith will not stand
the glaring searchlight of investigation, then, instead of
living an abundant life, he is miserable, tormented with
doubt, and he will be constantly apologizing for being
S0 naive.

At some time or another all of us must come to grips
with this problem. With most people it comes when
they enter college. Suddenly, their faith is challenged!
The struggle begins and a conflict between faith and un-
belief continues until many times our Christian yvoung
people lose their faith before they reach enough maturity
to stand on their own feet and truly think for them-
selves. I would like to say that while the problem is more
severe in state institutions, a number of our young people
in Christian colleges have their doubts, too. One girl
of whom I have heard nearly lost her faith while attend-
ing a Christian college, not because she couldn’t get help,
but because she suppressed her doubts. She finally ad-
mitted that she was afraid to think about it for fear
she might become an unbeliever. Her case, I am sure,
is not unique.

Some people say in essence, “I do not want to listen
to what some scientist says. 1 believe the Bible, but if
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We must help our Christian young people to se
spiritual truth is as much as essential to the develc
of the whole man and more so, in fact, than truth
material realm. OQur Christian young people neec
must have, instruction of comparable quality in the
ual realm, in Christian truth, as they receive by n
learning in other fields. Christian truth is intellec.uuw..,
respectable! It is a necessary ingredient for the full de-
velopment of an abundant life.

The Fundamental Conflict

Why do many educated men deny the supernatural?
Why have so many of the intellectuals of our time re-
belled at the idea of an intervention in the existing order
of things as we know them? Several reasons no doubt
could be cited but the fundamental conflict is due to the
all too common practice of both men of science and men
of religion of making pronouncements outside their field.

To the scientist, it should be pointed out that religious
issues can not be proved in the science laboratory. “One
can hardly find God in a test tube, nor see God under a
microscope, nor discover the specific heat of love, nor the
density of justice. These problems cannot be put into
mathematical formulae nor even into logical syllogisms.”4
In one of last year’s lectures Brother Thomas said on
this point, ‘“The field in which science and the scientific
method can speak authoritatively is limited to that of
things, or phenomena, which are empirically verifiable
through our five senses. Science cannot pronounce with
respect to the supernatural, but only to that which yields
to nature’s laws.”®

A scientist has as much right to know religious truth
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Most scientists will tell you they believe in God. Dr.
Robert E. D. Clark, a well known scientist at Cam-
bridge, writes, “Probably everyone who is scientifically
inclined has at some time or another been impressed by
the grandeur of nature and has felt, in a non-logical
way, that it is the work of an Almighty Creator.”® There
is overwhelming evidence to show us that God is, and
when we believe this, then is it unreasonable to say that
God, who created this world, could set aside natural law
and intervene if He sees a need for so doing? The
Christian says this is not unreasonable.

We know that there are laws in the universe, and we
know that there is orderliness in this world of physical
things, but we do not believe that because of this order
God did not and and could not intervene if He so chooses.
We believe that He did this in the Old Testament, in the
virgin birth, the resurrection of Christ, and in all other
miracles performed by Christ, and in all other miracles
performed by Christ, and certain of His disciples.

Furthermore, it is reasonable to believe in the inspira-
tion of the Bible. Many evidences are before us: its
scientific accuracy, its remarkable unity, moral tone,
rational doctrine concerning God and man; its fulfilled
prophecies and its uncorrupted preservation, all lead us
to believe that “Every scripture inspired ¢f God is also
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction which is in righteousness: that the man of
God may be complete, furnished completely unto every
good work” (II Tim. 3:16, 17). Peter said, “For we did
not follow ¢unningly devised fables, when we made known
unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty” (Il Pet. 1:
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16). To this John attests in I John 1:1-4: “That which
was from the beginning, that which we have heard, that
which we have seen with our eyes, that which we beheld,
and our hands handled, concerning the Word of life
(and the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear
witness, and declare unto you the life, the eternal life,
which was with the Father, and was manifested unto
us) ; that which we have seen and heard declare we
unto you also, that ye also may have fellowship with us;
yea, and our fellowship is with the Father, and with his
Son Jesus Christ; and these things we write, that our
joy may be made full.”

The testimony of Peter, John and others is the testi-
mony of those who saw and heard. When we consider
their life and their motives we are led to believe that
they told the truth. When you examine the evidence,
it is reasonable to believe that men like Paul ‘“received,
not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is from
God; that we might know the things that were freely
given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in
words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Spirit
teacheth; combining spiritual things with spiritual words”
(I Cor. 2:12-13).

In most cases, those who say they do not believe in
the Bible have not ever read it! Last year I talked for
several hours with five university students who claimed
to be agnostics. After they had made several arguments
attacking the Word of God I asked, “Have any of you
men read the Book?”’ Each in turn admitted he had not.
This is not reasonable, this is not being intellectually
honest. In no other realm would they be so unreasonable.
Christians who know God’s Word find it difficult to see




a message from God. Before anyone casts his early faith
aside because of some difficulty he may be having, he
ought to read the Bible again and again. Let the evidence
speak for itself.

It is reasonable to believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God. Much of the New Testament is written
in order to give us specific points of evidence as proof
for that proposition.

I believe that if any honest person were to read the
Gospel of John, and allow reason to serve its purpose
(sit in judgment on the evidence) it would lead him to
acceptance and belief. The evidence certainly convinced
John and many others.

Several years ago I was first impressed with this
fact as I sat in a class here on this campus. It was
pointed out to us that when we strive toward a conclusion,
after a study of John’s Gospel, we are left with three
alternatives: (1) Jesus never lived, He was an in-
vented character, a myth, or (2) He was an historical
character only, and just a good man, or 3) He was what
He claimed to be — the Son of God!

Concerning the first alternative — that is that Christ
never lived — let me say emphatically no man or group
of men could have invented the story of Christ. 1 know
of no one who would take the position that Jesus Christ
was the product of the human mind and that He never
did exist.

As we think, or reason, on this matter, with a view
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As thinking Christians, we need to constantly be o1
the alert for answers to skeptical arguments. Stay aler
and don’t be afraid to think! Finally, apply the teach
ings of Christ to your individual life by faithful worship
and active work in the church. Live the Christian life
and as much as possible associate with those of like
faith.

Conclusion

We now come to the end of this lesson. We started
by pointing to a severe problem. Our failure to adequate-
ly solve it has resulted in what many think is the greatest
loss to the church in the 20th Century — the problem
of young people losing faith in college. We have shown
that it is impossible to live an abundant life if our faith
is shot through with doubts.

In this study we have learned that Christian truth
is intellectually respectable, that one can follow Christ
without reservation. He can believe the Bible without
being caught in any kind of conflict between science and
religion.

We have shown that the proper place of reason is
to sit in judgment on evidence. God has not required
men to believe without sufficient evidence and when the
evidence is in, the Christian can believe that the Chris-
tian life is the most reasonable of all. A thinking Chris-
tian is indeed able to ‘“‘give a reason for his hope.”

Christ promised, “If any man willeth to do his will,
he shall know of the teaching whether it be of God, or
whether 1 speak from myself” (John 7:17). Finally,
our Lord said in Luke 11:9, 10, “Ask, and it shall be
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1; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall
d unto you. For every one that asketh re-
and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
it shall be opened.”
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God. And when Job sobbed out the words, “Though He
slay me, yet will I trust Him,” this was not just a victory
for Job. It was a victory for God, it was a victory for a
way of life. It was a victory for faith over cynicism,
a victory for the spiritual over the material.

Two forces, two philosophies, two ways of life are
locked in a fight in which there can be no compromise:
one or the other must triumph. It is the fight between
the spiritual and the material, between theism and atheism,
between the narrow way and the broad way. The Bible
describes the stage and the chief actors in this drama,
besides giving an inspired commentary on some of the
early scenes, such as the creation, the patriarchs, the peo-
ple of Israel, the prophets, and the beginning of the
church. Best of all, the Bible perfectly pictures for us the
central figure of the drama, the Person of Jesus, in whose
life, death, and resurrection we are enabled to see the
meaning of the struggle, the weapons with which it can
effectively be fought, and the promise of ultimate victory
for the kingdom of the Spirit.

Every age has had its own special battle in this peren-
nial war, and every life has been involved whether one
desired it so or not. We cannot understand our age
until we see it in this context, nor can any of us grasp
the meaning of his own life except in relation to the issues
over which God and Satan are fighting. What are the
forms this conflict is taking in our time?

1. Personal Values vs. Collectivist Values

First of all, and perhaps most characteristic of our
age, is the conflict between personal values and collectivist
values. Are individuals important or is the state impor-
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tempting us to see human strength, human val
human destiny in groups, organizations, collective

Today there is a tremendous world struggle L
two ideologies. It is sometimes called a strug
tween the East and the West, but this is not so.
see it as a contest between Russia and America.
too, is not so. It is the struggle between personal values
and collectivist values. Democracy has raised aloft the
standard of the individual; Communism has raised aloft
the standard of the collective. Those who really love
and cherish the individual are on one side; those who
see the individual solely as a means to achieve collectivist
ends are on the other.

I have said that this is neither a struggle between East
and West nor between America and Russia because in
ideological and spiritual battles it is not what we appear
to be but what we actually are that determines which side
we are on. The political situation and the spiritual situa-
tion are never identical, and while we as Christians must
participate in the political life of our time and place, we
never equate our party, our group, our nation with the
kingdom of God. In God’s kingdom there is neither East
nor West, Russia nor America, Democrat nor Republican.

This does not mean, however, that we should be hesi-
tant to act as Americans in facing up to the situation that
confronts us. Democracy is not the kingdom of God
and Communism is not the kingdom of Satan. Neverthe-
less, to the extent that Communism is dedicated to the
destruction of the individual we must do battle with it
and we cannot compromise or smooth over. Even though
all nations and political systems are relative, and there-






freedom to God; in society the collectivists seek to destroy
individual freedom; and in religion the authoritarians for-
bid free communication between man and God. These
freedoms are really one freedom; and these threats to
freedom, seemingly so diverse, are really one. Atheistic
materialism, political dictatorships, and religious authori-
tarianism — what have they in common? All are idola-
trous, and all suffer the fate of the idolator, pride and
fear.

Whenever men turn away from God, whether it be in
philosophy, government, religion, or personal life, idola-
try is the result. And idolators always fall vietim to
pride and fear because no man is humble in the presence
of a god he himself has made, nor is any man able to
trust himself to such a god. Now when there is pride
and fear, never is there freedom. Pride itself is not
free, and it refuses freedom to others because it deems
them unworthy to be free. Fear also is not free, and
it dare not let others be free.

And so in our day we see a strange alliance, an alliance
which would vehemently be denied and rejected by all
in it — yet, nonetheless real — seeking to rob men of
freedom. It is the alliance of the mechanistic philoso-
phers, materialistic Communists, and Roman Catholic au-
thoritarians. Each group in its own way is undermining
freedom; each is as deadly as the others; each must be
equally opposed by lovers of freedom.

And how are we to oppose these enemies? Certainly
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But what is the highest in man, and what is the
lowest? Let us first reject the idea that what is mental
or intellectual is good, while what is physical or bodily
is evil. Nothing could be further from the truth. God
made man from dust and breathed life into him making
him a living soul, and God looked on what He had made
and “behold it was very good” (Gen. 2:31). Nothing
wrong with the physical, the bodily. God, in His Son,
inhabited a body, “yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15). Fur-
thermore, when Adam sinned it was pride (a mental con-
dition) which was back of the physical act of eating
the forbidden fruit. And when Paul lists the works of
the flesh, he puts idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, anger,
selfishness, jealousy, dissension, party spirit, and envy
right in the middle of immorality, impurity, licentiousness,
drunkenness, carousing, and the like (Gal. 5:19if.). No,
when the Bible speaks of the flesh, it is not referring
to the body, and the spirit is not the intellect.

It is not in any part of him, but in the whole of man
that we see the spirit; it is in man’s purposive acts rather
than in his impulsive actions; in the times when man
most know himself rather than when he is running from
himself ; when man is responsible rather than irresponsible.
It is these qualities that appear in the fruit of the Spirit:
“love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, self-control” (Gal. 5:22ff). Man under
God, man when he is most whole, man at his best — this
is the spiritual man. Man without God, man as a con-
fused tangle of conflicting impulses, man far from his
best — this is the fleshly man.

It is in this context that Jesus says to the Samaritan
woman, “God is Spirit, and they who worship him must
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nothing; not knowing that you are wretched, pitiable,
poor, blind, and naked” (Rev. 3:17).

Jesus came that we might come to know, to love, and
to have the abundant life. In His own life He showed
us what it is to which He calls us. And so that there
might be absolutely no misunderstanding He spells it out
for us in unmistakable words. ‘“A man’s life consisteth
not in the abundance of the things that he possesses.”
“He that would come after me must deny himself, and
take up his cross daily, and follow me.” ‘“The foxes have
holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of
Man has no place to lay his head.”

Jesus fought His most decisive battles in defense of
persons. If it was a choice between a herd of swine or
a maniacal man, Jesus did not hesitate to send the swine
into the sea to save the man. If it was a choice between
keeping the form of the Sabbath or healing a cripple,
Jesus healed the man and kept the Sabbath by making
it serve man. Saving the adulterous woman, gently teach-
ing the Samaritan woman, eating in the home of sinners,
patiently receiving the children — Jesus did not love
humanity, He loved persons; He did not disparage the
material so much, as do those who really covet it, He
simply used it for persons.

Jesus offers us the abundant life in these words,
“Therefore I counsel you to buy from me gold refined
by fire, that you may be rich, and white garments to
clothe you and to keep the shame of your nakedness from
being seen, and salve to anoint your eyes that you may
see” (Rev. 3:18). The abundant life is not something
given us, but something to which we are called; not
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' but you say, “not me. I don’t have that kind
ney.”

figures that I have used in the story of Jim were
for the purpose of painting the picture. Whether
ave five thousand dollars or five million, you are
‘im, and you must solve the same problem that
erplexes him. And when you and Jim have solved
roblem, then you both will know the joy and the
that accompany the abundant life in Christian giv-
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those who attend our Christian colleges become faithful
and dedicated workers in the kingdom of God.

There is no substitute for the teaching of God’s Word
in the development of Christian character. Where the
Bible has a distinctive place in the regular training pro-
gram over a period of four years its effect is tremendous.
If training in God’s Word is neglected during this impor-
tant period of one’s life, the loss sustained can rarely be
retrieved.

It is common knowledge today that many of the homes
that are being established end in divorce. The latest sta-
tistics indicate that one marriage out of four fails in this
way. These statistics are true of our population as a
whole. On the basis of studies that have been made, the
indications are that young people who are graduates of our
Christian colleges and who marry graduates of Christian
colleges have fifty times the chance for success in mar-
riage as the general population. Christian parents should
be interested not only in helping their children to become
successful in business and professional life but they should
not be satisfied until they have laid a groundwork that will
help them to be successful in Christian living. The Chris-
tian colleges need to do more to help Christian parents
everywhere understand the values of such an education.

One of the usual objections raised bir parents to sending
a child to a Christian college is that it costs too much. It
is true that the Christian college costs more than the free
public institutions but we believe that the values received
far outweigh the costs. One cannot put a monetary value
on the soul of his boy or girl. Simply for the sake of fi-
nancial economy to jeopardize the eternal life of one’s
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What is this strange plague that produces an illusion of
fatness and spiritual prosperity against the skeleton of
evangelistic pauperism? Can this be the church that tow-
ered in selfless purity above the savagery of pagan Rome,
whose martyrs bore God’s message of love to earth’s most
distant isles? Can this be the church for which Jesus gave
His precious life, whose servants on fields afar number
but one hundred and seventy-five and whose supporters
in America must reach the fantastic figure of 11,429 to
put one man in a country beyond the seas? Just one gospel
preacher to every 24,000,000 people. How ashamed we
ought to be, not only for our failures but because of the
poverty of our efforts in contrast with nearly every other
religious body in Christendom. The Baptists have 14,000
missionaries, 800 in the South American country of Brazil
alone. The Mormons have 800 missionaries in Germany,
five times as many as the church has sent into all the world
outside the continental United States. The Seventh-Day
Adventists support 45,930 salaried workers and gave in
1958 $66,000,000.00 in addition to their local and welfare
work. My brethren gave six American cents per person
per month, or $.72 a year to the preaching of the gospel
beyond our borders. In Texas there is one gospel preacher
to every 1600 people, sixty-two times as many as in the
rest of the world outside, and yet Texas comprises but .38
of 1% of world population. If the rest of the world had
Jpreachers in this same proportion, there would be 175,000
of them intsead of 175! These are cold, hard, and perhaps
uninteresting statistics, but they reflect, I believe, the
symptoms of a serious and deadly disease. What is it? It
is not, in my concept of it, a flagrant disregard for Biblical
command on our part, but a lamentable neglect born of in-
difference. The inspired author of Hebrews probes the
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the cities of grandeur and opulence and the jungles of
Africa they will limp by ones and twos from the battle of
life — ones and twos when they should be hundreds and
thousands but were not, because in Abilene, Texas, in the
year 1961, YOU made the wrong decision.

What an hour this could be for the world and the church,
if out of this audience, with God, Christ and the heavenly
hosts looking down upon us, one should rise and say: “My
life is dedicated henceforth to the proposition that my
generation shall not pass without the gospel going to
Persia,” and another should stand and say: “My life is
laid upon the altar of Christ that Afghanistan may be
restored to God in Him,” and so on and on until not a
country were left without someone who cared enough that
that land might know Christ.
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The Understanding of this Vision

We must have vision. It is most important in this mat-
ter of saving the world, for “where no vision is, the people
perish” (Proverbs 29:18). If there is no vision in the
church, we can expect no salvation in the world. But,
what is vision? How do we get it? What kind are we to
have? What are we to do with it? Do we have to have it?
Could we get along all right without it?

Vision deals with “an appearance; that which comes into
view; a spectacular sight.” Vision is not some vain imag-
ination; it is a valuable inspiration! It is not just a thing
of fancy, it is a thing of faith! Faith and vision are close-
lv related. There can be no faith without vision, and there
can’t be much vision without faith. Ours, then, is a vision
of faith. In vision things are seen, in faith things are
seen, One cannot get such a vision without carefully and
prayerfully observing the Bible and without just as care-
fully and prayerfully observing the world’s need for the
Bible. The more one earnestly studies his Bible, and the
more eagerly he studies man’s need for it, the more he
will see spectacular sights. Things will come into view.
He will see a lost world. He will see a saving gospel. He
will see that the world is lost without the gospel. He will
see that the world is lost without the gospel, and that he is
lost unless he takes it to the world.

Examples of this Vision

In the Bible we have several examples of vision. Ours
is somewhat like that the men of the New Testament had.
Paul had a vision (Acts 16:9, 10). In that vision he saw
a man in Macedonia crying, “Come over and help us.” He
didn’t doubt that vision, nor was he indifferent to it. Be-
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1d,” not a world of “great nations” and ‘“small nations,”
‘superior races” and “inferior races,” but a world lost
in! A world for which Christ died! A world that needs
gospel! Let us have this world-wide outlook, and see
people — not as Americans, Orientals, Europeans —
as white, black, yellow or red — but as human beings
ated in the image of God, who, because of sin, stand
1eed of a Savior. Let us not withhold the gospel from
se outside the United States on the flimsy pretext that
ere are plenty of heathen at home.” Usually those who
this do very little to reach the lost in their own com-
nines.

The Responsibility of this Vision

f the world is not lost in its present condition, our re-
on is vain; if it is lost, we had better get busy, or our
igion will be vain anyway! “Through the church the
nifold wisdom of God is to be made known” to the
rld (Ephesians 3:8-11). If we can’t see the Lord’s
ssage to us, then we've become blinded to the vision
d would have us see. If we can't see that the salvation
the whole world lies on our shoulders, then we’d better
study the Bible and get a better vision! To whom was
» Lord speaking in these words: ‘Repentance and re-
ssion of sins should be preached among all nations”
uke 24:47)? “This gospel of the kingdom MUST be
pached IN ALL THE WORLD as a witness UNTO ALL
1E NATIONS” (Matthew 24:14). “Go YE, therefore,
d preach the gospel TO EVERY CREATURE” (Mark
:15). He was not merely giving permission, but the
mmission! This is not one way to do it, but the only
iy to do it. These are marching orders to the church.
1ey involve going. You can’t spell “gospel” and leave
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the “go” out; neither can you tell it and leave the “go” out.
“Go speak” (Acts 5:20). “As you go, preach” (Matthew
10:7). He meant just that. To one man it was said:
“Arise and go” (Acts 8:26). Verse 27 says, “He arose
and went.” Apparently, he saw more in the Lord’s bid-
ding than we see. The Lord showed him his responsibility;
he, in turn, showed the Lord his ability to respond.

There is not only a “going” but a “sending” as well.
Either “go across in person,” or ‘“come across with your
purse”! “How shall they preach, except they be sent?”
(Romans 10:15).

At the Sea of Galilee Jesus one time said to His disciples,
“Let us go over unto the other side” (Mark 4:35). He now
is saying, ‘“Let us go over unto the other side of the seas
of the earth.” They took Him across that little sea; will
we take Him across the big seas? Perhaps, God is also
saying to us, “Get thee out of thy country, and from thy
kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I
will show thee” (Genesis 12:1). There are other lands He
wants to show us. Are we willing to go to these lands?

The Possibility of this Vision

“Where God guides, God always provided”! God has
given some pretty big assignments, but never one too big
to be carried out. OQOurs is a world-wide one, but don’t
think for a moment that it is an impossible one. It can be
done! One of Israel’s kings said to his people: “Ramoth
in Gilead is ours, but we be still, and take it not out of the
hand of Syria” (I Kings 22:3). We, too, could say, “The
world is ours for Christ, but we be still, and take it not out
of the hand of Satan”! Let’s not be still, but rise up and
take it. The faith can be ours; do we have it? The feel-
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microscope while the others chose a telescope. Maybe w
too, have the wrong “scope”! This will affect one’s visio
To have the harvest we must sow the seed. We can’t ca
a stale crust of bread on the waters and get chocolate cal
and ice cream in return! Ten cents worth of assistance
worth more than ten dollars worth of argument.

One great mistake the church has made has been lack «
faith in the sowing. The harvest will come. We are n
told to baptize every creature, but to preach tue gospel 1
every creature (I Corinthians 1:17; Mark 16:15). If v
don’t reap (or baptize) right away, we begin to lose fait
in the sowing. We must be content to let others reap tl
harvest for which we have sown. We must be willing 1
sow for the harvest we may never see, believing the see
will eventually grow, and the harvest be yielded. *“Or
sows, and another reaps” (John 4:37).

The faith of a Joshua and Caleb is so greatly neede
today. The majority had lost faith, but these would nc
give up. They threw out a challenge to their faithles
brethren by saying, ‘“Let’s go up at once and possess it ( C:
naan), for we are well able to overcome it” (Numbers 1:
30). Oh, for a spirit like that today! There was urgenc
in that; there is an urgency today. ‘At once,” or nevel
There is no time to lose. Souls are lost; faith of others :
being overthrown; false doctrines are making great i1
roads; Satan is going into all the world; why can’t we
Denominationalism is going everywhere; where have w
been?

Like Caleb and Joshua, I know “we are well able t
overcome’ all of this. We are well able numerically, phy:
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Id? To accept this vision, there must be three things:
eption, Preparation, Participation. The more vision
have, the more provision the world will have. “Be
ng, and do it” (I Chronicles 28:10).

The Result of this Vision

"hat will the next generation say about our reaction to
vision? Will they be able to say concerning us: “They
¢ Christ even as he was” (Mark 4:36) ? Or, “They went
’h, and preached everywhere” (Mark 16:20; Acts 8:4) ?
[, “Their sound went into all the earth, and their words
o the ends of the world” (Romans 10:18) ? And, that
gospel ‘“was preached to every creature under heaven”
lossians 1:23) ? Will they be able to say of us: “They
spake that a great multitude believed” (Acts 14:1)7
t “Every man heard in his own language wherein he
i born” (Acts 2:6, 8) ? And, that they “ceased not to
'n every one night and day with tears” (Acts 20:31)?
Acts 14:7 we have this record: “There they preached
gospel.” May this generation be able to post, for suc-
ling generations, these words above every city of every
ion in the world!

The Key to this Vision

Ve can’t meet this vision with Diotrophes who want all
pre-eminence; nor with John Marks who turn back
:n the going is rough; nor with Judases who consider
vaste, the money being spent; nor with Pharisees who
nothing but referee; nor one-talent men who bury tal-
8; nor Laodiceans who are complacent and see no need;
* priests and Levites who pass by unconcerned about
needs of starving people by the wayside. But we need
1on Peters who say, “Such as we have, we give”; Isaiahs
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who say, “Here am I, send me”; individuals, though as
poor as the widow, who give all they have; Macedonian
churches that beg to give, though in deep poverty; Jeru-
salem churches that have evangelistic fervor; Philips,
Pauls, Stephens to become all things, and are willing to
die that others may live. What we need are Barnabases
that will be quick to encourage!

A twenty-three-year-old boy, once walking along the
shore of one of the Japanese Islands, was washed into the
sea by high waves. Help was called, but while those on
the shore were arguing about trivials, the boy drowned.
Sad as the incident is, there is something far worse. Peo-
ple have been washed into the sea of perdition, and niany
will drown, while those on the shore are arguing about
trivials. This is no time to be divided!

We’ll never bring all the world into Christ until we bring
Christ into all the world! We’ll have no faith in the mis-
sion before us unless we have faith in the Master behind
us! We’ll never get others to obey the great commands
until we obey the great commission! We cannot expect the
world to react to the Word till we act on it. We'll never
get excited over sowing the seed till we get excited over
seeing the need! We can’t make Christ mean anything to
others till we make Him mean everything to us! Let’s not
jeeringly say, “Look what the world is coming to,” but
joyfully say, “Look what has come to the world!” We will
have more conversions when we have more convictions!
We'll never he challenged by seeing through our task till
we see the challenge of seeing our task through! We'll
never really consider the lost till we stop considering the
cost! We'll quit trying to save money only when we really
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uits of such effectual doors. It taught us what great
ss is brought to the church when it has no trained per-
mnel to meet challenges of such proportions. It under-
'ored our conviction that Italy is ready for the gospel;
ar people are interested in studying the Word of God; her
ms and daughters are willing to suffer for the truth if
aly meager assistance is offered them. It taught us that
. is almost a crime to stir up such interest and then not
e prepared to follow up on it. We were not prepared,
ut we painfully learned what a lack of preparation can
iean. Santo Stefano told us in bold letters that Italy is
red of Roman Catholicism. Oh, what an opportunity!
vell over 2000 Catholics to teach, disposed to stand for
ive consecutive hours night after night to hear the truth!
Vhy I have heard preachers talk of how they would like
o get their teeth into a situation like that.

Now let us not think that Santo Stefano is an isolated
ase, a singular manifestation. Just a few months later
n December of 1958 another comparable group of Cath-
llics assembled in Enna to hear the same preacher. Again
wer 2000 persons crowded into Enna’s community hall to
1ear the message of God’s Word. Eight months later, in
August of 1959 the same thing happened again in Enna,
~vith the same startling results. And again we had our
bligations fairly “shaken in our faces.”

This time, since the church already existed there —
numbered some 20 faithful members, we tried to organize
a follow-up program worthy of the message we preached
and of the opportunity the Lord had set before us. We
remembered the words of Acts 8:14, which invited our
imitation: “Now when the apostles which were at Jeru-
salem heard that Samaria had received the word of God,

]
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used words which almost dared anyone to challenge its
validity or to threaten his right to make it. He was gen-
erous in making further concessions, allowing posters to
be placed in the windows, accepting only half payment in
advance. With such a display of impartiality, with such
assurance of full independence, he would have convinced
anyone of his freedom.

The next day this “free-man’ came to us, now all but
terrorized! He could not even speak coherently. In his
jumbled confusion he catergorically declared that the
meeting would not take place in his hall. He was willing
to suffer any consequences for breaking contract — even
to paying four or five times the amount stipulated for
rent and to paying for any other inconveniences provoked
by his refusal. We asked him pointedly: “Where is all
that liberty of which you boasted the other day?’ I wish
you could have seen his trembling lips as he sought to
reply. He was extremely noncommital, however, he did
stammer out enough to inform us that his decision was
forced upon him. “Just don’t make me talk,” he begged.
To us it was obvious that the bishop had again been busy,
treading upon freedoms, revoking personal liberties, intim-
idating free citizens, creating obstacles for the church,
deciding for the public that they have no right to hear any-
thing but what he and his cohorts have to say. That man
had such great freedoms that he had two truck loads of
policemen out to guard his place the first night of the meet-
ing to assure him that the meeting would not take place in
or near his hall. Over 500 people came to hear — and
were turned away. '

Now here is a picture of a “free-man” — who despises
such “liberties.” He probably hates the bishop, more
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that are opening daily in Italy. May our prayers of grat-
itude continually ascend before the throne for all that God
has done with us. Let us lend ourselves, our talents, our
money, our lives to being His “fellow-workers,” in bring-
ing many other sons to glory, giving to many other souls
to taste that the Lord is good. We have seen in Italy that
God will help us; we have seen that this is indeed a glo-
rious work. — it is His work.

Let us take the Bible to Italy. It is God’s Magna Charta
for every enslaved soul, it is His Bill of Rights for the
universe. Through its teaching men are made free, they
stand with arms of gratitude elevated, they all find equal-
ity of privilege and blessing, they are God’s people. Breth-
ren, let us take Italy for Christ!
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tending the mission study class in Abilene Christian Col-
lege because of their great interest in helping to carry
out the command of the Lord, “‘Go make disciples of all
nations.” Howard Norton and Don Vinzant were those two
young men. They are cousins and grew up together in
the city of Fort Worth. One day after much thought,
Howard said to Don, ‘Wouldn’t it be wonderful if a group
would go out from Abilene Christian College each year to
a new field of mission work?’ When they talked to others
who were showing great interest in missions, they found
that many of these schoolmates shared that same noble
ambition.

Brazilian Plan Takes Form

As a result, a little group began to meet for prayer and
study. First, they committed themselves to the task of
going into some needy place in the “regions beyond” to do
their part in evangelizing the world. After much thought
they agreed on the field of Brazil. They set their goal to
leave in June, 1961. They began to map out their plans.
They counseled with teachers, preachers, and men who had
spent much time on the mission field. They went about
their task with a great deal of enthusiasm, zeal, and care-
ful study.

The idea of group evangelism caught on and the number
grew until there are now 33 workers planning to work in
Brazil. There are seventeen family units in the group:
sixteen couples and one single man. There are sixteen
full-time preachers and a medical doctor if circumstances.
of the medical profession in Brazil permit his going. Res-
ervations have been made to sail from the port of Houston
on the Del Norte next June 1st. We believe this date will
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12. Short-Wave Radio — with this they will be able to
speak directly to their elders, parents and friends.
This will be a great problem solver.

13. Addressograph — for addressing mail and bulletins.
14. Spirit Duplicator — for quick duplication of Bible

15. Projectors — each man has his own to be used in
preaching and cottage meeting work.

16. Song Books — these will be bought in Brazil.
17. Inverter — converts car current to run projectors,

18. Public Address System — to be used with their tent
and for other purposes.

This equipment will be put to a good purpose and cer-
tainly will be a great blessing to the work in Brazil.

The Personnel

We think that you will be interested in knowing the
personnel of this group of thirty-three consecrated work-
ers and the churches that will be supporting them.

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Campbell are presently working
with the Westwood congregation in Dayton, Ohio. Both
of them are ex-students of David Lipscomb College. These
fine young people joined the Brazilian group about a year
ago after attending the First Annual Fort Worth Mission-
ary Lecturship featuring the work in Brazil.

Allen Dutton is a native of Fort Worth, Texas. At pres-
ent he is attending school here at Abilene Christian Col-
lege. He studied Portuguese for about three months this
past summer in Houston, Texas. He will be sponsored in
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be sponsored in Brazil by the Lake Highlands chur
Dallas.

Walter and Mary Nelle Kreidel are natives of
Worth and Dallas respectively. The Kreidels are e
dents of Abilene Christian College. In fact, brother W
is a graduate student of this school now. The Kreide
working with the 14th and Main church in Big S
Texas, and will be supported by this good congregati
Brazil. They previously worked with the church in 2
Ohio.

Brother and sister Ellis Long are presently livi
Jacksonville, Florida, and will be supported by the
Jose church in that city. He is from Abilene, and ¢
a native of Houston. Each of the Longs is an ex-sti
of Abilene Christian College. Brother Long also ha
Master’s Degree from this school. At present br
Long is teaching in the public school system of Jac
ville, Florida. They have studied the Portgguese
guage at a famous language school on the West Coast

The David Mickey family lives in Chillicothe, T
where brother Mickey serves the church of Christ as
evangelist. Brother Mickey lists Vernon as his home 1
and sister Mickey is from Spur, Texas. Both are ex
dents of Abilene Christian College. While he was v
ing with the West Berry congregation in Fort Worth
taught in the Fort Worth Public School System.
will be partially supported by the Chillicothe church.

Brother and sister Howard Norton list their home t
as Fort Worth and Abilene, respectively. They, too
ex-students of Abilene Christian College. He is ne:
completion of a Master’s Degree from the Unijversit
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ter. Church buildings also had been destroyed or lei.
without repair.

In the midst of these conditions, a group of fifty Japa-
nese Christians held a worship service one Sunday morn-
ing. In a grove of pine trees at Omika they met a mis-
sionary returned from America, Brother O. D. Bixler. He
told them that the church of Christ in America wanted to
give aid to the Japanese suffering from the effects of the
war. ‘“What is it that you feel you need the most?” said
he.

These were tired people. What some desperately needed
was a piece of bread, or a suit of clothes to ward off the
cold, or milk for the child yet to be born. But contrary
to expectation, the request that came from this group was
of an entirely different nature. They asked for a school
to serve the church in Japan. These hungry, destitute
people, forgetting self, asked for that which would con-
tribute to the happiness of mankind and the glory of God.
It was almost as if the word “If you hold your peace at
this time, the very stones would cry out”ewere echoing in
the hearts of each one present. Much impressed, the mis-
sionary reported to American brethren what he had experi-
enced. Not too long after this Dr. E. W. McMillan ar-
rived in Japan and the decision was made to establish the
school. As one of the wonders of God’s providence, the
very place where the worship service was held became the
site of the school.

Then five young missionaries and their families arrived:
Logan and Harry Robert Fox, Charles Doyle, Joe Cannon,
and Virgil Lawyer. With close co-operation between this
group and the Japanese Christians a program of intensive
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It is this spirit of evangelism which gave birth to I.C.C.
This is the one mission to which our daily existence is ded-
icated, and for which we will work increasingly harder.
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every mind. Religiously speaking, people are questioning
and casting off old superstitions and traditions and are
possessed, more than ever before, with searching minds
that will be receptive to truth if we can get to them with
it.

The people of the Union of South Africa have caught up
the spirit of revision and the Lord’s church stands on the
threshold of its greatest opportunity. Never before have
the people been more receptive to new ideas than they are
at the present moment.

To speak of the Union of South Africa is to speak of a
unique country as far as the continent of Africa is con-
cerned. The Union is different from other African coun-
tries in several ways. First of all the country, its climate,
etc. is far different from the average American concep-
tion. Normally, to mention Africa brings to the mind of
the American heat, jungles, wild animals and the black
man. This is not wholly true in the Union. Rather than
jungles this country has huge, lush plains that are ideal for
farming and cattle grazing. It has highlands that range
from the rugged peaks of the Drakensburg Mountains to
the high plateau area in the Transvaal Province. The
Indian Ocean on the south provides a beautiful coastline
that stretches for hundreds of miles from the great port
of Capetown to the southern border of Mozambique.

The climate of South Africa is warm, temperate, and
dry except in the mountains and the coastlands of Natal
and Cape Province. It is healthy and ideal in nearly every
respect for comfortable living.

It is a country of modern highways and cities. The
“Golden City” of Johannesburg has a population of over
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Apart from these congregations among the Whites there
are several congregations scattered throughout the Union
among the Blacks. Membership among the native people
is approaching the 3,000 mark and much more time needs
to be put into this area of work in the Union.

Our needs in this field are much like those of any other.
First of all, we need more men. There are about three or
four congregations now without a full-time evangelist.
Many of these people are weak in the faith and need some
experienced teachers. Brother Lowell Worthington of
Commerce, Texas, is now trying to get support and travel
fund to come to South Africa as soon as possible and begin
working with one of these congregations. There are other
cities throughout the Union where a good congregation
could be easily established if we only had the men to go to
them. Brother Gene Tope is now home for a while and
plans to return to the Union soon to establish a new work
in one of the cities where the gospel as yet has not been
preached. Those of us on the field are trying desperately
to train South African men to preach, but this job is slow
and it will be some time yet before an adequate number of
trained men will be ready to assume the responsibilities
of full-time preaching.

We solicit the concern and consideration of every Chris-
tian in the United States toward this work. New men
coming from the States would meet wonderful opportu-
nities in the South African field. The English language
is spoken by most of the white people. An American can
go to work immediately upon his arrival on the field with-
out having to learn a new language.

Cities and industries are growing. The climate is ideal
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and living conditions are not much different from those
in the States. Educational facilities for children are ex-
cellent. In every way this work is promising and inviting.
Won’t you come or send to the work of the Lord in South
Africa?
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Not only do we have these two Bible Training Schools,
but eleven public schools are under the management of
John Featherstone. In these schools, 2500 students from
the first to eighth grades are taught the Bible daily, along
with their secular studies. Managing these schools gives
us the privilege of selecting Christian teachers.

One of the greatest challenges to us concerns the North-
ern Region of Nigeria, which is predominantly Moham-
medan. We have no missionaries living in this region
which is twice the size of the South and has a population
of seventeen million. At the funeral of C.A.O. Essien I
received, to my surprise, a letter from him written a few
days before his death. He was pleading for someone to go
with him to interpret in Ibo (he spoke Efik), to a group of
Ibos who had migrated to the Northern Region. As we
had suspected, the Ibos are becoming a means of reaching
out to many other parts of Nigeria. Just recently two
former students of one of the Bible schools answered this
call and went to Kano in the extreme north. They bap-
tized six people but due to lack of support had to return.
So far as we know, these are the only Christians in all of
the North. How desperate is the need for white families
to go to the North with the gospel!

Although the Hausas of the North are Moslems, yet this
is perhaps the best springboard to reach the Moslems in
all the world. There is the same natural respect for the
white man among the Hausas. Denominations, particular-
ly the Sudan Interior Mission, have had successes in this
region. May God raise up some Christian with this as his
plan and may the plan be supported sufficiently to insure
permanency.
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500 people upon our departure from Nigeria, “One of the
greatest reasons we have to rejoice in having white men
to live in our village is the help you have rendered to our
sick people.”

It is with joy that I say we have an eminently qualified
medical missionary ready to go to Africa this year. Dr.
Henry Farrar will be supported by the West End Church
in Nashville, Tenn. The Procter St. Church in Port Ar-
thur, Texas, has been also interested in this project and
has supported the writer in raising funds for Dr. Farrar.
We believe Brother Farrar to be qualified spiritually as
well as medically. He has been a gospel preacher wherever
he has gone and sees the need for letting his light shine
through skilled hands to achieve a greater end, the salva-
tion of souls.

In my possession is an ebony carving of a slave man,
representative of the days of old in Nigeria, then called
the Slave Coast. A medical missionary, Dr. David Living-
stone, was largely responsible for the cessation of the slave
trade in Africa. This ebony carving today represents, not
literal slavery which has long since been abolished, but
the chains of superstition, fears, ignorance, and sin which
make Africa even in this late day still largely a ‘“dark
continent.” Let us help to deliver them!

“Salvation, O, salvation, the joyful sound proclaim
Till earth’s remotest nation has heard Messiah’s name.”

Footnotes

IMrs. J. H. Worcester, Jr., Life of David Livingstone (Chicago:
Moody Press), p. 98. (Used by permission of Moody Bible Institute,
Moody Press, 820 N. LaSalle St., Chicago 10, Illinois).
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the Canal Zone dates from the 1940’s. Now there are two
English-speaking congregations and one Spanish-speaking
in these areas, with some 150 members. Various brethren
have lived and preached in this area, those in 1959 and
1960 being Brother Byrl Brockman and Brother William
Rogers. A possibility of a radio station (maybe a reality
by the time of this Lectureship) in this section owned and
operated by members of the church offers a wonderful
opportunity for a full-scale radio ministry, not just in
Latin America but reaching into practically all the world.

South America — A Virgin Field

South America has seemed to be “off limits” to gospel
preachers and pioneering Christians until very recent
years. Even now there is a beginning in only about one-
half of the ten Latin countries of South America, and that
beginning is relatively very small at best, as men measure
things. It may be the widow’s mite or the widow’s meal,
however, AS GOD MEASURES THINGS.

ARGENTINA. A religious tract from a woman in Cali-
fornia to an ex-priest in Buenos Aires, Argentina, brought
a letter to Brother A. G. Hobbs, Fort Worth, Texas, author
of the tract and led to correspondence between the ex-
priest and Brother H. R. Zamorano, Mexican evangelist
in Fort Worth. The desire of Senor Ojeda, in Argentina,
to be baptized for the remission of sins was fulfilled by a
New York States business man, Brother F. M. Perry, who
on April 14, 1957, baptized Silverio Ojeda. For three
weeks in September of 1957, Brother Harlan Overton
(sent by the Saginaw, Texas, congregation and others
helping) preached and worked with Brother Ojeda. March
28, 1958, was the date of arrival of reinforcements for the



270 ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES

work in Buenos Aires: Ronald Davis (Olton, Texas) and
Leonel Cortez (Alice, Texas) — both students at Abilene
Christian College before their departure for Argentina.
Some two and one-half years later, these two evangelists
were back in the U.S., leaving two congregations in the
Buenos Aires area, and a replacement family — Brother
and Sister Robert Tipton and their three little children —
to carry on the good work. This was a great pioneering
work of a congregation, also — that of the fine Merkel,
Texas, congregation (16 miles west of Abilene) — as
those brethren in faith sent and supported Brethren Davis
and Cortez, and now the Tipton family. God give us a
thousand more such congregations and the dedicated men
and women TO GO! But think of it — now just one evan-
gelist in all of that great country! How urgent is the
need of more workers! The Lord willing, another family
will join the Tiptons in the summer of 1961 — the James
Shaffers, he minister at Lometa, Texas. WHO WILL
BACK THIS FINE COUPLE AND HASTEN THEIR
GOING WITHOUT DELAYS DUE TO LACK OF LOVE,
INTEREST AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT?

BRAZIL. Into a country territorially larger than the
U.S. — that is, until Alaska became a state — and with a
population of 70 million, and a country that is on the move
in a big way went a lone gospel preacher with his wife
and daughter in the summer of 1956. Brother Arlie Smith,
his wife and Arla Sue, their ten-year-old daughter, went
to Sao Paulo, Brazil, supported by the York Blvd. congre-
gation of the church of the Lord in Los Angeles, California.
Paul Dulaney, the Lloyd Clyburns and the Thomas H. Wil-
liams family showed that business and governmental peo-
ple can start, boost and strengthen the work of the Lord
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highly praiseworthy. May his example be repeated over

and over until every nation in Latin America — yea,
in the entire world — has heard the gospel in our
generation.

With the help of such fine men as Atilio Pinto, Juan
Urriola, Neron Herrera, Oscar Aguilar (now in ACC),
and others, Brother Pickartz made effective use of the
radio and of LA CRONICA CRISTIANA DEL SUR
(SOUTH AMERICAN CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE), the
first periodical of the church published on the South
American continent.

Reinforcements are in the making for Chile. To sup-
plement the vigorous movement of the church in Chile
is a group of eight (and we pray that the number may
greatly increase) evangelists or simple New Testament
Christians from among the young men of Abilene Chris-
tian College. There may be many others in other places
of like purpose and plan. Their “D-Day” is June, 1965.
Interested people wishing to keep up with developments
in this group and/or to help build foundations under their
hopes and aspirations may ask for their bulletin by writ-
ing CHILEAN ENDEAVOR, Sta. ACC, Box 46, Abilene,
Texas.

EL URUGUAY. After work in Montevideo, El Uru-
guay, in 1952 and 1953 by the D. H. Hadwin family, the
battle is taken up again in 1960 by two converts and their
families from Santiago de Chile — Juan Urriola and
Neron Herrera. As of November, 1960, two had been
baptized in Montevideo. This work ought to be on our
prayer lists, too, brethren.

VENEZUELA. For months — yea, even for years —
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has come the Macedonian call out of Caracas, Venezeuela.
This call was from Brother Norman Merritt, calling in
behalf of American Christians stationed in Venezuela
as employees of Creole Petroleum Corporation. The call
was for help in the form of a Spanish-speaking preacher.
At long last these earnest Christians, giving liberally to
provide most of the support for such a worker, have com-
pleted plans for two evangelists to join them. One of these
men is Brother Atilio Pinto, a very capable preacher from
Santiago de Chile, who is to work in Venezuela at least
a year, if the Lord wills. The other is Brother Clifford
J. Tucker of Clawson, Michigan, being sent by the church
of Clawson with nearly one-half of his support supplied
by the Clawson brethren. Thus, Caracas looks to the
future with hopeful trust in the blessings of the Lord on
laborers in that field.

Conclusion

Time does not permit a more detailed study of this
great field — a field which has been neglected so long.
However, I do not want to close without a summarizing
exhortation. Let’s help establish “day before yesterday”
— so great is the urgency — throughout all of Latin
America congregations of the church of the living God.
Help in the following ways:

1. Encourage and help in every way possible those now
working in fields of endeavor already begun.

2. Encourage those who have already decided to go,
and help see to it that there is no lack of ‘“sending.”

3. Encourage others to form a group or join some group
with destination LATIN AMERICA.
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. Form or join such a group and begin planning your

work and working your plans.

Congregations, support native preachers already
prepared for full-time evangelistic work.

. Congregations — wonderful elders, please — yes,

MANY OF YOU — pick out a field and workers
for it (prepare them if need be.) SAVE, SACRI-
FICE and SEND!

BE READY UNTO EVERY GOOD WORK.
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Rome, and one daughter, Tanja, born in Copenhagen.

That the world is lost is a terrifying thought. But
that the church which has been given the task of saving
the world is without a heart is a tragedy of tragedies!
The sheer cruelty of this tragedy is seen only when one
realizes that the means which God has so abundantly
provided for saving the world has been received by us —
but has, more often than not, been wasted and misused!

Two misconceptions make it possible for this selfish
spirit to work its devilish ends in our lives. First, because
we have never learned the significance of our position as
bondservants or slaves of the Master, we have mutinied
against Him and have reserved our lives to our own pur-
poses and plans and have spent our time and our talents
in our own pursuits — either forgetting or completely
ignoring the purposes and plans the Lord had for us in
giving us life. When we read the Great Commission
it seldom, if ever, occurs to us that these are words of our
Master speaking to His slaves. We know that a slave is
without privileges or rights. We know that he cannot
name the terms or conditions under which he will work.
We know that the commands the slave receives are not
merely arbitrary. Yet our knowledge of these facts are
not reflected in our action.

Failure to understand this principle has kept us from
yielding ourselves to Him as servants to obey (Romans
6:16). Consequently, we are slaves in rebellion. In mock-
ery we cry out in our public assemblies, “Lord, Lord.” But
we do not do the things He commands us to do. And this
is not our only sin. A second sin is based upon the
misconception that the things we possess are our very
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own, and so imagining we have come to look with less
and less favor on each appeal that is made for funds
to carry the gospel to the lost. When a man thinks that
he owns what he has, the church will appear to him as a
beggar appealing to him to part with enough of his means
to give the church relief. And thus in our selfishness in
withholding ourselves from His purposes in our life, and
by misappropriating- the blessings God has given us, we
have not only allowed the world to lie lost and unmourned
at our doorstep, but we have become guilty of rebellion
and embezzlement — a condition we must rectify before
judgment! '

The church in Denmark is but one of the many victims
of this selfishness. Until 1957 none of the means which
God had so abundantly blessed His servants with was
used in preaching the gospel there. But in that year four
families and two single persons landed in Denmark to
begin the work of the church in Copenhagen, Den-
mark’s capital, and Scandinavia’s largest city.

Shortly after arriving in Copenhagen, we learned that
in 1876 a Dane, by the name of A. Holck, who had come
to this country as a medical student and had been con-
verted by someone -who was a member of the church of
Christ, went back to Copenhagen and worked to establish
the church there. In time, Dr. Holck became a wealthy
man, and used his means to establish three congregations
in the area. A very large building was erected in Copen-
hagen for the church to meet in, and for some 85 years
the Lord’s Supper was observed without interruption by
this congregation. Even the Nazi occupation of Denmark
did not keep the church from meeting for worship.






suicide when they lose hope. And since the State-sup-
ported church offers nothing for the individual to anchor
his hopes upon they take what appears to them to be the
easy way out of their difficulties.

The growth of the church in Denmark has been modest
but encouraging. Modest, because of the inadequacy of
the facilities we had to work with; and encouraging because
of the progress that has been made in spite of that fact.
Today there are three congregations meeting in Denmark:
in Copenhagen, Aarhus, and Odense in order of size of
city and time of beginning. Earl Danley and family,
Clinton Davis and family, and the Cline Padens have
worked in the Copenhagen congregation from the be-
ginning. Brethren Fred Davis and Hollis Prine with their
families worked also in Copenhagen for a few months
before moving to Aarhus to begin the work there. They
have been joined by Ben Williams and family, who at
this writing, is working alone in that city. Brother Dow
Evans and family are working alone in Odense. It is
hoped that before the time of this lectureship, others will
be joining forces with this embattled group to increase
their potential.

The church in Copenhagen conducted the first Vacation
Bible School ever conducted in Denmark, and enrolled
over fifty children. Last summer a summer camp saw
some 80 children come together for Bible study and recrea-
tion. Thousands of tracts, and scores of newspaper ads,
dozens of gospel meetings, and hundreds of cottage meet-
ings have begun to make the church known throughout
Denmark. Correspondance courses have been sent into
areas where no worker is able to go, and now with
new workers coming to the field, and new buildings in
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aries in Denmark than the church of Christ has in all the
world combined, which proves that we could do better
than we are doing; for, in addition to having similar
financial strength, we have the added blessings of the
Lord.

Denmark needs you! — in any way you can be of
service. The Southside Church of Christ meeting at
23rd and Avenue N in Lubbock, Texas, would be happy
to furnish you with any additional information you might
desire about the work there. Or, if you prefer, you may
write directly to KRISTI KIRKE, Osterbrogade 41, Copen-
hagen, Denmark.
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The situation there is similar to what it is in the United
States. The climate is very healthful. The people are
the same kind of folk as we are. We both have the same
mother country. There is no new language for an Ameri-
can to learn. There is very little adjusting to be done.
In fact, the older brethren will feel more at home there
than the younger. They will have the feeling that they
are again living in the America of the boyhood and
youth.

If a brother is not too old to do a good work here, he
is not too old to do a good work there. If he can endure
the strain and stress of the work in America, he can
endure it in Australia.

Yes, Australia needs the best and most able preachers
we can send them. Even if these men are over fifty years
of age it will not matter.

Let me also say, Even if a brother is not able to spend
a long period in that country, he is still needed. If a
man of ability can only go for six months, or for three
months, it would be wise judgment to send him. It might
not be wise to move his family there and back; but let
him fly over for that period, and fly back home. Re-
member the good that Paul did in the places where he
was able to stay only a short time. Thessalonica is a
place in point. The only thing we need to be sure about,
is to follow up on the work after the brother leaves.

Of course a preacher needs to stay as long as possible;
the longer the better; three years, five years, ten years,
or even a lifetime.

Reports from friends in Australia indicate that Brother
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George Bailey did an excellent work in that country in
the three months he was there just after our return to
America. The year before that we were able to make
a wonderful experiment along this line. Brother H. J.
Dark of Nashville, Tennessee, flew to Australia to work
for three months. His purpose was not to spend the
‘time traveling over the country and seeing the sights
while holding a few short meetings. He went to a town
of twenty thousand people, called Bundaberg, in the state
of Queensland; a place where there were just two elderly
ladies who were members of the church. There Brother
Dark took up residence and worked for most of the three
months. As a result, today Bundaberg has one of the
best little congregations in Australia, with a membership
of about sixteen, and with great prospects for the future.

What able preacher is unselfish enough to go to Austra-
lia for six months, or for three months, and take resi-
dence in one of their cities or towns and start the church,
and nourish it and put the work on the road to success?
The congregation where you preach will let you off. There
is little question about your being able to arrange that.
There is no question about your being able to raise all
the money you will need for travel and a good working
fund. If you do not go to Australia, it will not be because
you cannot go. This I know.

Neither will it be because you do not need to go.

You may ask: If I went, how much time would I have
to spend before I could go to work in an effective way,
before I could start producing for the Lord in the way
that I am now doing in America? The answer is, fifteen
hours. That is how long it takes to fly over by Boeing
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I must go on to say, however, that in spite of the
-desperate need for preachers, Australia does not need
just anyone who will go. Some seem to think the only
-qualification for this kind of work is to have the desire
for it. I am afraid this has sometimes been the only
qualification required by the sending church back home.
Such has cheapened the work.

Not just anyone should be sent out to these places.
When a man was needed in Philippi, Paul would not send
just anyone. Of the various men available, he had only
one man who was qualified to go. He said in Philippians
2:19-20, “But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy
shortly unto you, that I also may be of good comfort,
when I know your state. For I have no man like-
minded, who will naturally care for your state.” Paul
found he had only one man that it was wise to send.
He hoped to send Timothy. He had no man likeminded
who would naturally care for their state.

I think I understand why the poorly qualified men
are often the ones to go. The others have not been ready
to go. They have left the call unanswered. Men who were
not really prepared have realized that it was up to them
to go, or there would be no one. I am not inclined to
criticize them for going. I am inclined to blame the more
able brethren who have refused to heed the call.

And these are not the only guilty ones. The elder-
ships and churches have tempted them to stay at home.
A prize has been put on the work at home, while the
faraway work has been cheapened. We have gotten our
values distorted. One way he have cheapened the foreign
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When they left after ten days, there was a church of
thirty members. Twenty-eight of them had been won
from digression.

That was at Inverell, New South Wales; and the brethren
in Australia have continued to make frequent trips to
Inverell. They know that in all these places we must
follow up on the work. When converts are made and the
church has been formed, we are faced with two chief
dangers: The danger that some will drift back into di-
gression, and the danger that some will go to the other
extreme and be hobbyists. The brethren do not dare pre-
sume that Inverell or any other place is an exception,
It happened before in Australia, and it can happen again.
In fact, the same sort of thing is constantly happening in
our own land as well.

It would be very dangerous to send men to Australia
whose soundness has not been proved. If we should send
a few preachers over who are themselves nearly as liberal
as. the “Christian Church,” they would undo much of
the work that has been done in Australia over the last
few years. Many Australian brethren, recently reclaimed
from digression, would likely say, ‘“What’s the use in
holding out as a separate group? We may as well go
back to the group we came from with their conference
organization and instruments of music.”” Other digres-
sive brethren who are almost persuaded to come out from
among them and stand for the truth, would lose all
interest in our plea and conclude that there is not much
difference between them and us after all.

Brethren, I plead with you to be careful of the men
you send, and do not send anyone who is an extremist
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“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, tk
will send forth laborers into His harvest!”

Then get up off your knees and see if you cannot ¢
your own prayers! See if you cannot go, or else §
someone who is prepared to go!
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source of the supreme confidence which the early church
has in its destiny and its ability to achieve that destiny
was that the disciples trusted that their Lord had not left
them orphans — that the same Master who had stilled
the sea, cast out demons, and raised the dead was with
them and dwelling in them through the Comforter, the
Holy Spirit whom He had sent in His name. The Lord
had promised them, “Ye shall receive power when the
Holy Ghost is come upon you” (Acts 1:8).

If they were conscious that they were “sinful men”
(Luke 5:8), they also remembreed that the Master had
said to tham, “If anyone love me, he wil keep my word
and my Father will love him and we will come and take
our abode in him” (John 14:23). They believed that
as the church of the Living God they were built together
upon a foundation of apostles and prophets with Jesus
Christ as the Chief corner stone, in whom (as Paul said)
“Ye are built together for a habitation of God through
the Spirit” (Eph. 2:22), They believed that from this
source they could “do all things through him who strength-
ened” them; the means of that divine power was the fact
that Christ “had given to them according to the riches
of his glory to be strengthened with power in the inward
man through his Spirit” (Eph. 3:16). This Spirit
which James declared God “had made to dwell in them,”
they believed to “yearn after them with jealous care” and
that God’s enabling grace was given to aid the humble
(James 4:5, 6). Through such grace the indwelling Spirit
would mortify their deeds of the flesh (Rom. 8:14) and
would transform them from glory to glory that they
might be conformed to the image of Christ “as from the
Lord the Spirit” (II Cor. 3:18). The final result of this
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was that that Spirit, the same Spirit which had raised
up Jesus from death, dwelling in their mortal bodies,
would raise them up also (Rom. 8:11) transforming their
bodies of humiliation into the body of His glory (Phil. 3:
21). With such a faith, one does not wonder at the power
of the early Christians. If the church of our Lord today
does not exhibit such power in its God-given task of
glorifying the Master, if it does not present the evidence
of this transforming which was called the “Sanctification
of the Spirit,” perhaps the reason is not hard to find.
She has never appreciated and appropriated this favor of
the God who gives us the Spirit (I Thess. 4:8).

It is too easy for us to dismiss the success of the early
Christians with the explanation that they ‘‘could work
miracles.” But the power of the Spirit was not alone in
the miraculous endowment of the apostles and prophets.
The miraculous powers were evidently distributed to only
a few. Many were otherwise ‘filled with the Spirit”
and believed that God worked with them both to will and
to do. The key to the faith of the first century church
was not so much the promise, “These signs will follow
them that believe” as it was “I shall be with you always,
even unto the end of the world.” The extraordinary powers
of the Spirit were certainly helpful in revealing and con-
firming the Word, but utilizing this revealed Word the
individual disciples who believed themselves to be filled
with the Spirit and who went everywhere preaching the
Word were the ones who filled the world with the truth
of the gospel. Let us too believe and pray that this gift
and its power may be our own.

The Bible plainly promises this indwelling of the Spirit
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‘Compare this with I John 5:12-13. “God abideth in us,
and his love is perfected in us: hereby we know that we
abide in him and he in us because he has given us of his
Spirit.”

Relation of the Spirit and the Word

What is the relation of the Spirit and the Word in the
indwelling? Does the indwelling not mean simply the
presence of the Word of God as the instrument of the
Spirit in our hearts or bodies? That the Holy Spirit works
in and through the Word in conversion we affirm. That
He works in and through the Word in accomplishing His
object in the indwelling is also affirmed. Certainly the
Spirit would make no new revelation of the truth to the
mind or heart of the individual. The Word of God is the
Word of the Spirit, and it is natural that the deading
of the individual by the Spirit is the leading of the
Spirit to imbibe and follow His truth. To walk by the
Spirit is to walk by the Word of the Spirit.

But there is a difference in the statements of the
Bible about the Spirit’s influence in conversion and His
indwelling. It is distinctly stated in God’s Word that the
world cannot receive the Spirit but that He abides with
and shall be in the Christian. All that is affirmed in
the Bible of the work of the Holy Spirit in conversion is
affirmed of the indwelling Spirit. The actions, however,
»f the indwelling Spirit are personal actions, actions which
cannot be performed by an impersonal word. Does the
Word yearn after us? Does God interpret the mind of
the Word as the Word makes intercession for us? Just
what kind of “groanings” would those of the Word be?
Paul makes the special point that it is by the Spirit “itself”
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Strengthened By The Holy Spirit

As Christians, we are weak and inadequate. In and of
ourselves we can do nothing, but with the strength which
the Indwelling Holy Spirit supplies we can do all things
through Christ. Paul prayed that this Indwelling Guest
might be a source of help and strength to Christians, “For
this cause I bow my knees unto the Father . . . that he
would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man’
(Ephesians 3:14-16). As we meditate upon God’s Holy
word, the Holy Spirit gives strength for our weakness and
help for our need. ‘‘Strengthen thou me according to thy
word” (Psalm 119:28) should be our prayer every time
we approch the study of the Bible. We should believe,
with Paul, that God’s word “is able to build you up” and
thus find encouragement and edification through the study
of the Spirit’s message.

Fruitful by Holy Spirit

As Christians, we are to bear the fruits of the Spirit
(Galatians 5:22-23). However, we cannot bear this fruit
if the Spirit is not in us to produce it! When God’'s word
dwells in us richly, the Spirit enables us to grow in “love,
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faithful-
ness, meekness (and) self-control” (Galatians 5:22, 23)
and bear this holy fruit in our lives. This we cannot do if
we neglect the regular, prayerful, and sincere study of the
Bible. Like the Psalmist, we should delight in the law of
the Lord and in His law meditate day and night (Psalm
1:1, 2).

Comforted by the Holy Spirit

“Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and
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Another declares that in the first century churches there
were adulterers who became Christians. This is true for
Paul wrote the Corinthians that “such were some of you”
— some were adulterers (I Cor. 6:9, 10). These were
cleansed by being washed in the blood of Christ (I Cor.
6:11). It should be remembered that one cleansed by the
blood must have been penitent of his sins.

Paul sought to get Agrippa to be “as I am” (Acts 26:28,
29). Accompanying the king was Bernice his sister who
perhaps was acting as his wife. She married two kings
and it is reported that she had been the mistress of Ves-
pasian and Titus. If Paul had converted Agrippa he would
have been required to repent even as all men must (Lk.
13:3). Can God’s law be set aside even for a king?

Another asserts that it is too hard to think that a
merciful God would require an upset in a family which
would work hardship on innocent children. Really we
need only to be reminded of “the goodness and the severity
of God” (Rom. 11:22). Furthermore, one may recall the
time in Ezra’s day when the Jews were involved in unholy
marriages with ‘“strange wives.” The ingpired Ezra com-
manded, “Now therefore make confession unto the Lord
God of your fathers, and do his pleasure: and separate
yourselves from the people of the land, and from the
strange wives” (Ezra 10:11). This no doubt resulted in
much grief but still they complied (Ezra 10:16, 17). Verily
the “way of transgressors is hard!”

Repentance Involved

Baptism s for the remission of sins and the blood of
Christ does cleanse from all sin, but when? No person can
be forgiven until he has repented. Repentance is a change
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of mind (Mt. 21:28-32). It is produced by godly sorrow
and it results in a reformation of life (II Cor. 7:10; Mt.
3: 7, 8). Repentance is a prerequisite to baptism (Acts
2:38). How can one repent and continue to practice sins
of his past. David Lipscomb draws this parallel: “It
seems to me that is on a par with saying that a man
might steal a fortune before he obeys the gospel. God
does not deal with him then, but the civil law. He then
obeys the gospel, all his sins are washed away by the blood
of Christ, and he is left in the possession of his illgotten
gains. God forgives no sin until it is repented of and
undone to the extent of the ability of the penitent per-
son.”?

The scholarly G. C. Brewer affirms, “We must always
so preach the gospel that those who come to obey it will
know that they cannot obey the gospel, cannot be forgiven
and saved, unless they repent of their sins. And repent-
ance requires them to get out of any unlawful business in
which they are engaged, to quit sinful habits or practices,
and to break up any sinful relationship or alignment in
which they are bound. This includes unlawful marriages,
of course.”

Brother Lipcomb further advises those in a martial
difficulty, “If they separate and one becomes a Christian,
the first thing to do is to seek reconciliation and try to
live with the unbeliever.”

Cease Adulterous Life

The non-Christian must observe God’s marriage law. If
he is an adulterer, drunkard, extortioner or any other kind
of sinner, he can be saved provided he meets the Lord’s
conditions of pardon. As a penitent believer he may be
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baptized unto the remission of sins. One cannot continue
in sin and please God. Finally David Lipscomb writes,

“No man or woman with a living wife or husband not
guilty of adultery can marry another without adultery,
and no lapse of time will purge the cohabitation of its sin-
fulness . . .

“. .. A person in a state of sin cannot become a Chris-
tian without trying to correct that wrong. Repentance in-
volves the confession of all our sins as occasion may demand,
and of our undoing our wrong as far as in our power. A
failure to make an effort to correct our wrongs shows a
lack of faith from the heart and of genuine repentance to-
ward God. Neither the woman nor the man with whom she
cohabits can live the Christian life without ceasing their
adulterous life.”4

Footnotes

1Lipscomb, David, Queries and Answers, p. 281.
20p. cit., p. 284.
3Brewer, G. C., Contending for the Faith, p. 65.
40p. cit., p. 281.
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the individuals are to remain unmarried or be reconciled
to each other (I Corinthians 7:10, 11), In other words,
they are still married though living apart. By scriptural
divorce we refer to the dissolution of the marriage bond,
and not to the separation of persons still married.

It is assumed by the author that a Christian will not
be anxious to find scriptural grounds for divorce. If
there are scriptural grounds it should not be because the
Christian was hoping for such grounds, and even en-
deavoring to push the marriage partner into this violation
of the marriage vows.

It is also my judgment that compassion in the heart
of the offended party should be such that a single case of
adultery would not be seized upon, and a divorce forced
upon the penitent sinner who had been overcome by temp-
tation but whose manner of life was not adulterous.

Divorce even when on seriptural grounds is a time of
sadness. Sadness because the marriage ended in failure;
sadness because of the sin of the one whose actions ter-
minated the marriage.

The first problem assigned to me is: How definite must
the evidence be of adultery before one can be sure enough
to count himself qualified for a scriptural divorece? It
certainly should not be on hearsay, for a Christian should
not operate by hearsay. The love which believeth no evil
would neither welcome nor be guided by hearsay. On
the other hand, usually the offender is not apprehended
in the very act, nor is a photographer usually present —
although in at least one state it is arranged for by
people who want a divorce but the state allows a divorce
only for adultery.
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of the guilty, would it be unscriptural for that person to
remarry? Would one say that this was unscriptural on
the ground that one ought not to profit by a crime?

The question is: When a marriage has been dissolved
on the basis of Matthew 19:9 what law prohibits either
partner from remarriage? Where in scripture is this law
found?

The second question assigned me is: When the un-
believer “departs,” does this mean that he may be con-
sidered as guilty of adultery after a length of time; and,
that therefore, the marriage bond may be considered bro-
ken or. the grounds of adultery?

In commenting on I Corinthians 7, G. C. Drewer wrote:
“If they are not any longer bound to these deserting part-
ners, nor in bondage to them, they certainly are free.
If they are not free to marry again, then they are not
free from this marriage bondage at all, and are, therefore,
still bound.” (Contending for the Faith. Nashville, Tenn.,
Gospel Advocate Co., 1941, p. 100).

“Then, someone is ready to say, according to that,
Paul allowed divorce for desertion, whereas Christ made
fornication the only ground for divorce. There is no con-
flict there. Desertion by a heathen includes or presup-
poses unfaithfulness to the partner, of course. Could any-
one suppose that such a heathen, with no ideas of Chris-
tian morality, but who because of opposition to such
Christian ideals deserts his partner, would live a chaste
and celibate life henceforth?”’ (Ibid., p. 101).

However, it is my conviction that the apostle bases his
instruction not on an inferred (however reasonable this
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inference is, and it seems to me to be a very reasonable
one) adultery but on the desertion itself. This does not
contradict Mathew 19:9 because Mathew 19:9 deals with
a different situation. It supplements, but does not con-
tradict, the teaching in Matthew 19:9 concerning the dis-
solution of marriage. I believe that it is very clear that
in I Corinthians 7 Paul is saying something different
in the case of the desertion of a believer by an unbeliever
that he said in the case of the separation of two be-
lievers. I base my conviction on the following:

I. TWO DIFFERENT CASES ARE DEALT WITH BY
PAUL

(1) Believer and believer are under consideration in
I Corinthians 7:10, for this is in contrast with
a mixed marriage in I Corinthians 7:12.

(2) The rest, i.e. mixed marriage, constitute the sub-
ject of I Corinthians 7:12,

II. TWO DIFFERENT AND CONTRASTING INTRO-
DUCTIONS TO PAUL’S LEGISLATION ON THE
TWO DIFFERENT CASES

(1) “But unto the married I give charge, yea not I,
but the Lord” (7:10)

(2) “But to the rest say I, not the Lord” (7:12)

On the first case, the Lord had already spoken. Where?
In such places as Matthew 19:9.

On the second case, a mixed marriage, Christ had not
spoken. .. Thus His law on divorce and marriage in Mat-
thew 19 is not applied by Paul to a mizxed marriage.

If Matthew 19 covers all marriages it would not only

|
!
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cover the believer and the believer, but also the believer
and the unbeliever. But Paul expressly said that the
Lord had already spoken on the marriage of two believers
but that He had not spoken on the mixed marriage, i.e.
“the rest” (I Corinthians 7:12). What right have we
to say the Lord had already spoken on the “rest’ when
Paul said that Christ had not done so, but that now he,
Paul, speaks on something which the Lord had not spoken
upon?

It has been thought by some that Paul is saying in
I Corinthians 7:10 that he is inspired and that in 7:12
he is not inspired. This I deny because Paul legislates
on this case, and as an apostle he had the right to legis-
late. In this very context he could say and did say: ‘“And
so ordain I in all the churches” (I Corinthians 7:17).

However, even if Paul disclaims inspiration in verse
12, the basie point which I am dealing with is not changed
because in such a case Paul’s inspiration led him to apply
the Matthew 19:9 law to the two Christians (7:10, 11),
but refused to let him apply the same law to the mixed
marriage. Thus we can see that, even if inspiration
is denied in 7:12, that the Holy Spirit refused to let Paul
apply the same law in 7:12 that he applied in 7:10. There-
fore, the same law does not apply to both cases.

It is obvious that these two contrasting introductions
are not different ways of saying the same thing. One af-
firms what the other does not affirm.

III. DIFFERENT INSTRUCTIONS ARE GIVEN TO
THE TWO DIFFERENT CASES

After introducing the two different cases with different
and contrasting introductions, and saying different things









332 ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES

for that is the only bondage that makes it right for a
cocuple to dwell together as husband and wife.

Paul is not saying that the unbeliever is not in such
bondage to the unbeliever, that they do not have to give
up their religion in order to preserve the marriage. First,
I cannot conceive of Paul even discussing whether or not
one should give up Christ to please the unbeliever. Sec-
ond, he says nothing about giving up or not giving up
cne’s faith. Third, Paul is not discussing a case where
separation is being contemplated by the unbeliever, and
the unbeliever is trying to get the believer to give up his
faith in order to remain in the marriage. He is dealing
with a case where the unbeliever departs. “Yet if the
unbelieving departeth, let him depart: the brother or the
gister is not under bondage in such cases . . .” (I Corin-
thians 7:15). It is in case he departs, that one is not
under bondage. When desertion has taken place, the be-
liever is not under bondage. He does not say that he is
not under bondage and may lef the unbeliever depart.
Fourth, it is not true, as some suggest, that doulos, the
word for bondage in this passage, is used only of the
relationship which we sustain to Christ. For in the pas-
sage itself, Paul said that the believer was not in bondage
in such a case (if the unbeliever leaves), plainly inferring
that the believer is in bondage to the unbeliever when it
is not such a case. Fifth, this interpretation of bondage
means that Paul did not say anything different in verse
12-15 than he did in 10-11. And yet, Paul clearly said
something different, and prefaced it in such a way as to
indicate that what he was saying was different from
what he said about two believers. Paul had already shown
that in the case of two believers that one was not in such
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bondage that he had to follow the other if he left; but
he did show that they were still bound in the marriage
bond. But what he says about the mixed marriage is
different from what he said about the two believers.
But there is no difference if all he is saying is that the
believer does not have to live with the unbeliever if the
unbeliever leaves, but that the believer is still bound to
the unbeliever in marriage.

It has been suggested by some that the idea is that a
Christian is not a slave in that he does not have to run
after the deserter and give up his own faith. A Chris-
tian, of course, is not any one’s slave in this sense. This
interpretation, however, would lead one to conclude that
a Christian is a slave who should give up his faith if the
unbeliever remains with him or her and demands that
he or she give up the faith. For Paul said in the case
that the unbeliever departs, the believer is not a slave
i such a case. The unavoidable inference is that if the
unbeli r does not depart the Christian is a slave. It
is only “in such” (case of departure by the unbeliever)
that the Christian is not a slave.

Are we willing to affirm that the Christian married to
the un liever is the slave of the unbeliever so that if the
unbeliever does not depart the Christian should give up
his faith to satisfy the unbeliever?

Furthermore, how could even a slave live with a desert-
er? Is Paul saying that if the unbeliever leaves you and
refuses to live with you that you do not have to live with
him? Would not this be nonsense? How could one live
with t one who had departed?

Then, too, if the Christian is not a slave to the de-
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parted unbeliever the Christian is free from the de-
parted unbeliever. The unbeliever is not his master with
any claim on him. How then can the believer still be in
the bondage of marriage to the unbeliever?

Those who maintain that the marriage bond in such a
case is still binding are saying that the believer is such
a slave to the unbeliever that although the unbeliever has
departed the believer is bound the rest of his life to the
deserted. So in such a case he is still a slave, just as
much bound to the unbeliever as he was when it was not
such a case.

Paul shows in I Corinthians 7:12-14 that the marriage
between the believer and the unbeliever is a genuine mar-
riage. The marriage bond is not severed just because
one partner is an unbeliever. It is a sanctified arrange-
ment (I Corinthians 7:14). So his discussion shows that
he is dealing with the question as to whether or not such
a marriage is recognized by God, or whether the believer
should depart from the marriage on the grounds that it
is unholy. Some may have wondered about this because
in the Old Testament God’s people had been instructed to
put away foreign wives.

Paul shows that it is a holy, a legitimate relationship.
The believer is bound to remain in the marriage relation-
ship instead of departing. However, if the unbeliever
-departs, the believer is not in bondage. The only bondage
under discussion is the marriage bondage. The “dwelling”
is dwelling in marriage and not as a boarder.

COMMENTS BY JOHN MURRAY

John Murray has a discussion of arguments pro and
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“For these reasons there is much to be said in favor of the
view that I Corinthians 7:15 contemplates the dissolution
of the bond of marriage. This interpretation must not be
summarily dismissed as inconsistent with our Lord’s teach-
ing or as incompatible with the ethics of marriage as enun-
ciated by Paul himself.

“It is, however, of the greatest importance to maintain
that, if this position is adopted, the application of this liberty
must be limited to the precise conditions specified or implied
by the apostle. Too frequently this liberty has been applied
to cases that do not fall within the category defined by the
context of I Corinthians 7:15. It is this loose and indis-
criminating application that must be obviated. The follow-
ing limitations must be observed: '

(1) “Paul is dealing with mixed marriages and not with
marriages between two Christians. What he says in verse
15, therefore, cannot have relevance to a case of separation,
however aggravated, where both spouses may be regarded,
in the judgment of charity, as members of the household of
faith. Such an application would be gross distortion of the
text.

(2) “Paul is dealing with the case of wilful separation on
the part of the unbeliever. He expressly disallows separa-
tion or dismissal on the part of the believer. The Christian
must not take any initiative in parting from or in putting
away the unbeliever. The believer may not even solicit de-
sertion on the part of the unbeliever. To be very concrete,
the believer must not make it so unbearable for the unbe-
liever that the latter will be induced or compelled to depart”
(Divorce, Philadelphia, The Committee on Christian Educa-
tion, The Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 1953).
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normally would have had many useful years left. A man
loses his health and becomes an invalid. A child is born
handicapped for life. The question is Why? At times
we are all tempted to ask this question when we survey
the world and see the hospitals filled with incurables and
hear the screams of torment go up. We behold sickness,
suffering, misery on every hand. Many innocent are suf-
fering because of the mistakes of others. Why? Can
God stop it? Is God doing the best He can? If He can
stop it and doesn’t, what about it? This is a problem
that has vexed thought and tried faith in every age of
history.

Many have pointed out that this is no special problem
for agnosticism or atheism.! If, as many believe, there
is an evolutionary process with no ereative mind-behind
it, and man with mind appeared in an otherwise mindless
universe, nothing but suffering could be expected from
such a misfit. But this would land us right in the middle
of another problem, as J. S. Whale has pointed out. “This
would not explain the equally real fact of happiness. The
sense that life is good at once becomes a problem.”2

This is no particular problem for the polytheist as Wil-
liam Robinson has suggested.® He can assign everything
pleasant to a god or gods and everything unpleasant to
other Deities.

It is the Christian belief in God which makes this such
an acute problem. The three axioms which constitute
the problem are stated boldly by Christian faith: (1) God
is the Source and Ground of all that is; (2) God is holy
love; (3) evil, physical and moral, is a fact.* Whatever
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the difficulties may be, we must hold on to this three-
¥old certainty.

The Christian’s Rejection of Certain Answers

The Christian begins by a rejection of those answers
which exalt one of the three axioms to the virtual ex-
clusion of the other two. For instance, in India and
in the religion of Islam the idea of God’s sovereignty is
exalted, and the answer proposed is Determinism or
Fate. Everything is fixed beforehand and is a part of
God’s plan. But would sin be sin if necessitated by
God? Would there be such a thing as morality? The
Christian must reject this answer, along with any other
answer, that would detract from human freedom.

Another theory says suffering is an illusion. It ap-
pears to be evil because of our inability to see things
from the standpoint of eternity. This takes its stand
on the goodness of God and affirms that nothing can be
bad for all is God. The ultimate basis of this theory:
in all its forms is pantheism. Surely, we are aware of
the fact that we cannot get rid of facts by denying their
existence. If pain is only imaginary why do we so dis-
like it? This answer only pushes the problem farther
back. ‘“To say that all suffering is a delusion of man’s
mind would be to make the existence of that mind the
worst of evils; there is not much to choose between pain
that is objectively real and mind which necessarily
imagines the pain that tortures it.”s

A third way of dealing with the problem is that of
Dualism. This affirms the existence of an ultimate,
self-existing, creative being along with and opposed
to God. But the Christian cannot be satisfied with an
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answer that denies the sovereignty of God. 1 am aware
of the fact that the Bible teaches the existence of Satan
and demons, but that is a very limited type of Dualism,
for their power is only that which God permits. Our
problem still remains: Why does God permit it?

Some Partial Answers

There is the answer that suffering is retributive. The
friends of Job apply this rigorously to his suffering. They
say he is suffering because he has sinned. But that the
suffering of an individual is always due to the sins of
that individual is refuted in the book of Job. Jesus later re-
futed it when He said, “Neither this man sinned nor his
parents” (John 9:3). However, there is much truth in this
answer for human sin and selfishness will explain much of
human pain. “If we could eliminate . . . man’s inhumanity
to man, the problem would have dwindled considerably.”®
Flood, famine, and pestilence are often caused by human
selfishness and carelessness. But we cannot believe there is
any exact and inevitable connection between suffering and
sin. We cannot believe every one who suffers greatly is a
great sinner. Nor does every great sinner suffer greatly.
The unequal distribution of suffering breaks the theory
down. While this is the answer to much of the world’s
agony, it still leaves much of it unexplained.

There is also the sacrificial aspect of suffering, the
innocent suffering for the guilty, and this is due to the
fact that we. are bound together in ‘“the bundle of life.”
It is the price we pay for belonging to one another, for
the capacity to love It is dangerous to love, but doubt-
less we would all prefer the ability to love with all of its
dangers to the alternative of being incapable of love. But
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if we are bound together in joy and in love, then we
must also be bound together in our griefs.

Another fact which impresses itself upon us more
and more is that this world is a school. God’s great goal
for us is not mere comfort and happiness but something
deeper, the development of character. Can character
come without tumult, pain, and the ceaseless struggle?
A safe and easy world would not provide a favorable
condition for development. In the book of Job it is
Elihu who brings out the disciplinary value of suffering.
The writer of Hebrews says God permits suffering be-
cause of His love for us. (12:7ff). Suffering is educa-
tional.

But if there is to be development in this world we
must have a stable and dependable world. Order must
be one of its features. It has to be regular and reliable
in its workings. If rain is to retain its nature, it must
help some and hinder others. If fire is to be fire with
potential for good, it must also have a potential for destruc-
tion. Much of our suffering is the price we pay for living
in a world of order and law.

Again, if there is to be development, man must be a
person and he must have freedom. We are not personal
unless we can choose, and men who make bad choices
are bound to bring suffering upon either themselves
or others, sometimes both. Freedom involves suffering
and pain. But we would not be willing to sacrifice our
freedom for a world in which there was no pain. We
would then be mere machines and not personalities. “It
is only in a world where the horrors of war, slavery, and
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prostitution can happen that the learning of self-sacrifice,
fellowship, and chivalry will happen.””

The Important Things

These answers we have suggested are only partial, not
complete. In the final analysis faith is the only solution
to the problem. Let us remember that all of eternity
is ahead for God’s complete vindication. Let us remember
also to look to Calvary. There we see God Himself suf-
fering, and when we see His agony we realize that His
purpose involves the working out of ends much of which
is incomprehensible to the finite mind of man. God is
with us in suffering. He is not outside the suffering of
humanity.

After all, our main concern is not to find an explana-
tion but to find a victory; not to set forth a theoretical
answer but to lay hold upon a power to help us. It is more
important to overcome than to wunderstand. Paul said
that ‘“Our light affliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory.” (II Corinthians 4:19). Rather than enslav-
ing us, adversities can work for us. In the final analysis,
the important thing will be, not how well we understand
trials, but how well we uv<ad them.

Footnotes

1D. Elton Trueblood, Philosophy of Religion, pp 231 ff. (New
York: Harper and Brothers, 1957).

2J. S. Whale, The Christian Answer to the Problem of Ewil, pp.
20, 21. (London: SCM Press Ltd., 1936).

3Wm. Robinson, The Devil and God, p. 53. (New York: Abingdon,
1945).

4Whale, Op. Cit., 11, 12.

5Ibid, 15.
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6Whale, Op. Cit., 24.
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God’s law in the Garden of Eden, suffering has been an
integral part of life. On every hand, men, women and
children are suffering. The suffering of humanity is one
fact that needs no demonstration. The problem is one
that is extremely complex. Many questions are asked in
relation to the suffering of man, and many of these
questions remain unanswered. The Bible, contrary to
what many believe, does not give a mathematical formula
to explain the broad, complex problem of human suf-
fering. However, one can find many profitable teach-
ings in the Bible in relation to the problem.

When one suffers either physically or mentally, many
questions generally cross his mind. “Why am I suffer-
ing?’” “Who causes suffering?’ “What good, if any,
will come out of my suffering?’ It is the last question
that will be discussed, with the sincere prayer that ones
called upon to suffer will be able to turn the tragedy
into a triumph.

There is no reason to try to minimize the immensity
of the problem to the sufferer, but there is every reason
to work toward the end of helping the sufferer to look at
his case through the glasses of faith.

In reading the New Testament, one is keenly aware of
the fact that Christians of the first century were not ex-
empted from suffering. Their sufferings were both phys-
ical and mental, dependent upon the occasion. Because of
their great faith in God, who loved and cared for them, the
Christians of the New Testament era recognized some out-
standing principles of suffering. These principles were
of vital importance in helping them to understand suffer-
ing as it fell upon them. They should be of equal impor-
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more humble and submissive to the will of God. No greater
profit can be found!

Thirdly, consider suffering as a medium to better edu-
cate one in the realm of sympathy and understanding. It
is always easy for one to say, “I know how you feel.” Does
the one making the statement really know how the sufferer
feels A couple may lose their only child, the preacher goes
to visit them and states, “I know how you feel.”” The
preacher had never lost a child, and yet he made the state-
ment in all sincerity. Then a tragedy struck, the preacher
loses his only child. A few weeks later he is called to the
home of a couple who had just lost a child. He can say with
some measure of accuracy “I know how you feel,” for he
has been educated in the school of suffering. Even though
he was sympathetic prior to the loss of his child, after such
a loss he had sympathy educated by suffering. In a meas-
ure he understood more fully why the couple mourned,
and he, through the education of suffering, understood
why the tears of sympathy rolled so freely down his cheeks.
His profit can be found in a greater understanding of his
fellowman.

Fourthly, consider suffering as a medium to help one
maintain the proper attitude as he progresses through
his earth’'s pilgrimage. Man living in the complex, fast
moving twentieth century has the temptation to feel he
knows all concerning the universe. He feels he can open
the universe as he would a watch and examine the works
and know every precise movement. He forgets that the
world was brought into being with a whisk of the omnipo-
tent hand of God. Then as this man treks toward the -
goal of knowing all, he is stricken with some type of phys-
ical suffering. He searches his finite mind and can find
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be “To know the chief rival attitudes toward life . . . and
to have heard some of the reasons they can give for them-
selves . . .” Many of the standards and values which most
of us hold have been absorbed from our parents or friends.
On occasions we might try to stand off and examine our
religious convietions. We might even muster the courage
to reshape some of our underlying attitudes to bring them
into line with what we feel is the mind of Christ. Usually
somewhere we have been challenged by people who have
embraced the standards of another religion or who are
committed to another philosophy of life.

When we consider that only one person out of four in
the world even has a remote connection with Christianity
we must naturally ask “What are the standards that gov-
ern the lives of the greater portion of the world’s popula-
tion?” Are the moral standards in other religions basically
different? In what ways have the leading philosophers
challenged the value concepts of Christianity and what
substitutes do they offer? In this presentation our con-
cern will primarily deal with the latter question though
of equal interest would be a study of moral values in other
faiths.

Moral Teachings of the Greek Philosophers

Humanism

Protagoras is considered to be the first great humanist
among the Greek philosophers. He was a Sophist who
lived in the Fifth Century B.C. He is well-known for the
statement “Man is the measure of all things.” To Prota-
goras all of man’s standards are relative. They depend
upon one’s situation and training. The measure of right
and wrong, of good or evil is the extent to which our in-
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terests or desires are furthered or hindered. If a thing
works well for the individual in his particular group, there
is no other standard, either moral or religious, by which it
can be judged. All moral standards are merely the social
traditions of the group.

Protagoras certainly anticipated the Pragmatists of the
modern day in their view that a thing is good if it works.
Under this system there is basically nothing that is right
or wrong. When one does things merely because of social
convention then such acts are not right but only expedient.
(Cf. Davidson, Philosophies Men Live By.)

Rational Idealism

Both Socrates and Plato (Fourth and Fifth Centuries
B.C.) believed that human reason, by a process of critical
and comparative analysis, is able to establish objective
standards in morals and religion. Socrates does not seem
to have cared for fame nor power, except the power of
reason with which to mold the hearts of the young and
educate them to virtue. His religion was moral culture.
He tried to direct man to a sense of his moral and mental
needs and to animate him by the sight of the supreme
beauty of goodness. He taught the youth temperance, so-
briety, the love of knowledge, the love of goodness, the
worth of friendship, courage, and wisdom. He sought to
purge from them vanity, self-indulgence, love of wealth,
fame and power, unless these were rightly deserved.

1t is supposed that the Greek society held a rather liberal
view of sex rleations. And it is true that sexual indul-
gence (both natural and unnatural) was thought of very
lightly in‘ ancient pagan society. But to say that the
whole culture cultivated the physical passion is entirely
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wrong. Many of the philosophers set down rules for
sexual relations which correspond closely with Christian
teachings. Musonius, a Stoic and contemporary of Paul,
stated that all intercourse outside of wedlock should be
stamped as evil. He went further in one respect by say-
ing that even in marriage there should be no sex relations
except for the procreation of children. We must agree
that the best Greek paganism and Christianity agreed in
condeming sex relations outside the marriage state.

Hedonism

A one-time student of Socrates, Aristippus advocated
the philosophy of pleasure, hedonism. Socrates had taught
that knowledge is virtue. Men will want to do right when
they know what is right. He would say in one sense, the
better you are, the better time you are having. Aristippus
reasoned that the better time you are having the better
you are. To him the pursuit of pleasure and the avoid-
ance of pain are the two driving forces in the behavior of
all creatures. The logical thing to do is to obey this im-
perative dictate of nature and seek enjoyment in life. (Cf.
Davidson, Philosophies Men Live By, pp. 30, 31.) To the
hedonist this world is the only world that we can count on.
It is in this life that we must find happiness.

This same approach to the supreme good is found in the
teachings of Epicurus who was active about 300 B.C. But
contrary to the view of certain critics Epicurus taught an
intelligent pursuit of pleasure. Pleasure is ‘‘the Alpha
and Omega of a blessed life.” “Pleasure is our first and
kindred good.” This goal, however, was not to be attained
by the impulsive pursuit of immediate and intense pleas-
ures. He wrote, “When we say that pleasure is the end
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(Nature) has a divine interest embracing all men. And
here was the germ of a doctrine of human brotherhood.

Naturalism

Aristotle. In Aristotle is found one of the greatest minds
of the ancient world. His philosophy was a mixture of
naturalism, idealism, and humanism. He felt that the
chief error in Hedonism was the attempt to treat pleasure
as an end in itself. Mere quantity of pleasure is not the
important thing. Men must know that there are various
types of pleasure — the life of enjoyment, life of honor,
and life of contemplation. When men know the types of
pleasure they will place a higher value on the life of honor
and contemplation, the life of the intellectual, aesthetic,
moral and spiritual activity. To him “Each man has just
so much happiness as he has of virtue and wisdom, and
of virtuous and wise action.” He wrote, “The happy man
lives well and does well . . .” Aristotle arranges the qual-
ities of character in triads. In each triad the extremes of
excess on the one hand and deficiency on the other are
vices, the mean is virtue. But the doctrine of the mean
does not imply that a moderate amount of every kind of
action or emotion is good.

The definition of goodness for Aristotle is excellence in
living. Morals are not absolute or unchanging principles
of conduct. Things are good or evil in terms of the pur-
poses they serve and the ends for which they are used.

Later Development of Philosophy

In a few pages one can barely mention the names of the
philosophers who have expressed themselves with respect
to moral theory much less give the details of their respec-
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family into a sense of fearing God, does not fear God him-
self.

Perhaps what we think of as being the more obvious
truths need to be taught again with due emphasis. Allow-
ing one generation to grow up without impressing on them
the fact of the existence of God would bring the world into
ruin and chaos. How important it is to teach the truth
about God! God needs to be presented in every genera-
tion as being an all-wise personal being. The young people
of today face a hard world of materialism, a world in
which doubt and skepticism are rampant and considered
as the popular trend. Satan succeeds most when God’s peo-
ple become lax and neglectful in the teaching of those
things which we in our limited human wisdom would
think of as being so obvious that they would not have to
be taught over and over again. Let us not allow Satan to
strike his fatal blow here!

Respect for God’s authority means respect for what He
has said is right. His standard of what is right is called
“God’s righteousness” in the Bible (Rom. 1:17; 6:16; 10:
1-3, etc.).

When Jeremiah saw the lamentable condition of his
nation and the sorrow and sins of his people, he said to
his Maker “O Lord I know that the way of man is not in
himself; it is not in man that walketh to direct himself”
(Jer. 10:23). Man is not wise enough to direct himself
in the right way. The Bible must supply the standard of
man’s conduct. It is impossible to properly appraise the
Bible and its contribution to man’s welfare.

“That the Old Testament was inspired is attested by the
high moral tone throughout. Those who criticise it on
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(Rev. H. J. Shroeder, O. P., Canons and Decrees of the
Council of Trent; St. Louis: B. Herder Book Co., 1955; p.
122.) In view of the extravagant claims made by the Ro-
man Pontiff it is not surprising that he seeks to exercise
total control over the lives of all his subjects.

I1. Catholic Totalitarianism

To emphasize what we mean by total control over the
life of the individual we call attention to the following:

1. Roman Catholics start with conception. They have
issued their bans against birth control, making it a grave
sin to use any contraceptives to space or to limit the num-
ber of children born to the family. This jurisdiction is
not confined altogether to Roman Catholics. When the
city commissioners in New York some two years ago voted
to permit physicians and nurses to impart birth control
information in the city hospitals to those asking for it,
Cardinal Spellman issued orders to all Catholic workers to
go on strike in any city hospital where such information
was imparted.

2. Roman Catholics are under orders to baptize infants,
still-born babies, or even fetuses. Normally, infants are
baptized by the priest very early. But if a child is born
dead, any Catholic who is present is under orders to bap-
tize the dead child. If it be but a fetus of only a few weeks,
consisting of nothing more than the tiny tissues of an early
miscarriage, Catholics are under orders to baptize it.
When once Roman Catholics have baptized (as they call it)
an infant, he is always a Catholic, even though he may
become a heretic or a schismatic. Commenting on Canon
Law 1099 Abbo and Hannan, speaking of every “baptized
Catholic,” say, . .. since January 1, 1949, even though he
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to the giving of the guaranties, a special provision must
be inserted in them recognizing this fact and providing for
the fulfillment notwithstanding the secular law. Indeed,
dispensations from the matrimonial impediment are for-
bidden unless the parties to the marriage have given guar-
anties the faithful execution of which no one can prevent,
even in virtue of the secular law to which either of the
parties may be subject and which is enforced in the place
of their present or intended future residence.” (The Sacred
Canon, Vol. II; p. 244.)

5. Catholics exercise control over all marriages. No
marriage of one who has ever been baptized a Roman
Catholic can be recognized as legitimate if the ceremony
has not been solemnized by a Catholic priest. Further-
more, any other ceremony by a Protestant minister, or by
a civil authority cannot be permitted. The non-Catholic
must also sign an agreement that he or she will not inter-
fere with the religion of the Catholic spouse in any way;
no effort must ever be made to convert the Catholic. On
the other hand, “the Catholic spouse is bound by an obli-
gation to strive with prudent means for the conversion of
the non-Catholic spouse.” (Op. cit., p. 246.)

6. Roman Catholics seek to control the consciences of all
their subjects. In “the Bishops’ statement of 1958 issued
by the Cardinals, Archbishops and Bishops of the United
States” in Washington, D.C., released on November 16, of
the same year, the hierarchy made it evident that they
have authority over the consciences of their people. The
hierarchy bemoaned the fact that “there are many areas
in which the stand of the Church is contested and her right
to legislate for the consciences of her children is denied.
. . . When the Church legislates for the conscience, she
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wreck involving a Greyhound bus and a cattle truck, in
which several people were killed, it appears that a Cath-
olic priest was called to the scene before a doctor was. The
priest said, “I asked no questions and gave the rites to
everybody, whether I knew they were Roman Catholic or
not.”

13. The papacy even determines the place of Catholic
burial. All Catholics who may be considered faithful are
buried in a Catholic cemetery which has been “blessed.”
Non-Catholics are not allowed to be buried in any such
cemetery. Canon 1240 makes specific mention of five
causes for which one may be denied a “Christian burial,”
then generalizes under No. 6, assigning several additional
reasons why one may be denied such a burial. Canon 1240
says, “A person deprived of Christian burial shall also be
denied any funeral Mass. . . .” Canon 1242 states that if
any excommunicated person has been buried in any Cath-
olic cemetery which has been blessed it shall be exhumed
[dug up out of the earth] ... and buried in the profane
plot of which Canon 1212 speaks.” (The Sacred Canons,
Vol. II, pp. 496, 497.)

14. The papacy presumes to exercise control over the
souls of people after death. Although the Bible knows
nothing about a state called purgatory, Catholics have
created such, to which they assign all “imperfect” souls
until they have been sufficiently refined by the purga-
torial fires before they are liberated and allowed to go on
to heaven. All whom the Pope have ‘“sainted” have been
liberated from purgatory. But many have had to wait
for centuries before enjoying such liberty. While Cath-
olics admit that others may have been liberated and al-
lowed to go free, those they have canonized have proved



ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 381

their liberation by two or more miracles which they have
returned and performed on earth. The “days of indul-
gences” promised to the living for reciting so many “Hail
Marys” mean that so many days will be taken off of the
time they will have to remain in purgatory. Thus, by
such “threats,” they have been able to keep large numbers
of their people in line — especially among those who are
uneducated. This is why the educational standards in
Catholic countries are at such a low level. It also ac-
counts for the fact that Roman Catholics seek to control
all education, lest their people learn the truth and break
their papal chains.

There is no organization of any kind — ecclesiastical,
political, or social — which exercises such complete con-
trol over the individual as does the Roman Catholic Church.
It takes control of one before conception and never lets go
until long after one has launched out into the eternal
world. We are afraid of any such totalitarian or author-
itarian system. We believe it dangerous not only to our
well-being, but also to our own individual freedom, and
the freedom of our children and their children.
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makes an unconditional commitment, then Communism
certainly can qualify as a “religion,” although avowedly
atheistic. It has its sacred writings of Marx, Engels, and
Lenin, in which its followers must be drilled and where
they must find their guidance. It has its gods, its em-
balmed heroes, its dictators and authorities, its heretics,
and its purge trials for heresy. But far more even than
these, it provides a materialistic explanation for the uni-
verse, a hope in this world for the future, and an appeal
to the humanitarian ideals of so many people who are
looking for something larger than themselves to which
they can be committed in service to others. It is definitely
in a war for the minds and hearts of men, and to under-
stand the nature of our warfare, it is necessary for us
briefly to consider the Communist faith.

Marxist Communism is the outgrowth of the philoso-
phies that had emphasized naturalism, leaving out the
supernatural, and omitting the Bible as God’s divine will.
Weakening of faith in the personal God of the Scriptures
and strengthening of faith in man’s perfectibility apart
from God’s supernatural will prepared for Marx’s views.
A disciple of Hegel, the philosophic father of evolution
and progress, Marx taught that the central elements of
Christianity were mythical, and that God was more im-
personal idea than the personal God of Scripture. It is
not surprising that from the same Hegelian source the
critical influences so destructive to faith in the scriptures
as God’s inspired revelation and atheistic Marxian Com-
munism should have proceeded.

Marx held that there is no God, that matter is the only
ultimate reality. The only world that is real is the material
world and it is entirely knowable by man. Through science
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man can know everything and control everything. In this
material world Marx held that the determining principle
controlling all human history is the economic. History is
the story of the class struggles between the classes that
owned the means of production and its distribution and
the classes that did not. All the evils that exist in society
in any period he traced to the ownership of private prop-
erty. Whatever men do they do for economic reasons.
Religion is designed to protect the propertied classes and
keep their control over the masses. The structure of gov-
ernments and social orders are all for the benefit of the
owners. He ignored all other factors operative in history
and turned it into a group of class struggles. Out of each
class struggle a new one was born. Yet, for some strange
reason which he never fully explained he held that our
present age was locked in the last such struggle between
the laboring classes, which he called the proletariat, and
the capitalists or the bourgeoisie. The hope of the work-
ers was to unite in overthrowing the owners and destroy-
ing them in order that a “classless” society should be set
up and the “golden age” brought in. The appeal of The
Communist Manifesto was an appeal to line up on the side
of the mistreated and oppressed workingmen and bring
about new “freedom’” for mankind -— an appeal to the
hkumanitarian desire to relieve suffering and serve hu-
manity.

Naturally it would not be possible immediately for the
ideal “classless” society to be set up after the overthrow
of the bourgeoisie. While the last vestiges of capitalism
were being rooted out in the new society and the rest of
the world brought under Communist domination, all prop-
perty would be in the hands of the state under the dicta-
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Christianity in one way or another are flowing in a large
stream from our presses. Just as we would inform our-
selves of any other error in religion, we need to inform
ourselves of this “religious” error and be able to help oth-
ers meet it.

Communism makes great demands on its followers —
demands of long and intensive training in its ideology.
They must study the writings of the Communist leaders
and know what has been said by their “gods.” How many
Christians give to the Scriptures the same sort of dedicat-
ed study? How many preachers even are as careful stu-
dents of God’s inspired Word as we ought to be? This is
our effective weapon with which to meet Communistic
teaching and show the vast differences between the two.
One of the reasons why many have been attracted to this
false ‘“religion” is because we have not correctly set forth
the beauty and power of Christ’s will to men. The same
degree of dedication that Communist followers show for
their false faith should characterize those who are Chris-
tians in meeting intelligently the challenges the enemy
make to our faith.

As we acknowledge our failures in practice, we also
have a right to point out the failures and crimes of Com-
munism against the peoples it controls. How beautifully
idealistic its teachings sound to the unsuspecting, but
how far from beautiful are the practices in enforcing their
system on the dominated peoples of their empire! Let
Communism become a chastening rod to us in our failures
to follow Christ, and let us take seriously the warnings of
judgment which such a system makes upon our failures.
But let us at the same time recognize the evils and failures
of this evil doctrine that would de-humanize man, and
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destroy the highest and noblest of all that man can long
for, or desire — our faith.

It is not in weapons that the battle will be won, nor in
military power. What good will it do to have an arsenal if
the men who control it have no faith to guide them in op-
posing this aggressive evil? The battle will be fought and
won in human hearts, in the faith and dedication of our
lives. Here Christians have such an important place to
fill in these trying times, fighting for the souls of men for
time and eternity.
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