Abilene Christian University

Digital Commons @ ACU

Stone-Campbell Books Stone-Campbell Resources

8-18-1955

Churches of Christ In North Carolina 1954-1955

Vardaman Forrister

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/crs_books

b‘ Part of the Christian Denominations and Sects Commons, Christianity Commons, History of
Christianity Commons, History of Religions of Western Origin Commons, and the United States History

Commons

Recommended Citation
Forrister, Vardaman, "Churches of Christ In North Carolina 1954-1955" (1955). Stone-Campbell Books. 78.
https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/crs_books/78

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Stone-Campbell Resources at Digital Commons @
ACU. It has been accepted for inclusion in Stone-Campbell Books by an authorized administrator of Digital
Commons @ ACU.


https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/crs_books
https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/scr
https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/crs_books?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fcrs_books%2F78&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1184?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fcrs_books%2F78&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1181?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fcrs_books%2F78&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1182?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fcrs_books%2F78&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1182?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fcrs_books%2F78&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/542?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fcrs_books%2F78&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fcrs_books%2F78&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fcrs_books%2F78&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/crs_books/78?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fcrs_books%2F78&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

CERER T o
”ﬂnummuﬁg;g$“

Box 965
Durham, North Carolina
August 18, 1955

Dear Brethren,

After eight months of collecting material I am happy to be able to send this report
to you. We believe we have information on almost every congregation of the Lord's
pecple in this state. Some of this data is alreedy nutdated. Some of the questionatres
ware returded in December, the last onec came in last week, During this time the church
has grown and preachers have moved to other places. Brother Eugene Clevenger from
Builington is going to Abilene Christian College to teach September 1. Brother Neil
Lightfoot from Winston-Salem is going to Burlington. Bro, James Laird is going to
work with the West Asheville church very soone Bro. James Woodroof has recently moved
to Hickory, Bro, Wiley idams is moving to Newport Sept. 1. Pike Road has a new ,
rreacher, I do not have his names Bro. W. A. Respess, Jr. has reeently moved to
Lenair from Rockinghame Bro. W.J. Lemons left Kinston some time ago. I do not know
who is preaching theres Jericho has a new preacher. I am moving to Nashville, Tenn,
Sert, 1o I will be teaching at David Lipscomb College and preaching for the Berryville
congregation. At present Durham has not secured 2 minister,

I; might be interesting to you to get an Esso Road map of North Carolina and plot the
locacion of the congirezations on it., I have one on which I have placed stars where
corgregations are located and enother on which I have tinted the areas of the counties
where there is no church, We have 2 third on whichwe have placed red stars to show
where full time preachers are located, inother might locate radio programs.

I am sure there are mistakes in thése reports. It is always difficult to get an :
accurate report in this type of study. It does encourage us to notice the great growth
cf the church in North Carolina since World War II., More than half of the congregationc
bhave been established in the last ten years, &lmost three-forths of the buildings

have been built since 1945. The evidence here indicates that North Carolina is a
fartile field for the gospel. We have touched only the hem of the garment. With the
Lord's help, we can do much greater things in the next ten years, building on the

work that has already been done.

Our initial purpose in making this study was to give a picture of the work of the
church in North Carolina that we might interest sister congregations in areas where
the church is strong to do more mission work in the Carolinas. Our hope and praysr
is that you who read this will find a way to help to establish the cause of Christ
in the sixty counties in this state where there is mo church and to assist the many
small struggling groups who need your help.

To the preaschers and leaders of the congregations in this state: You were most coop=
erative in giving us this information, Thank you so much for your assistance in
making this report possible. I am also indebted to Bro, William Wallace for the study
he made in 19524 It was a great help in many ways, especially in locating a person o
contact for the church. Our thanks go th the church here in Durham for bearing the
financial responsibility for this survey,

My wife is reelly reesponsible for most of the work on this study. Baeausc of my
¢ibies with the church here, she did most of the mailing, tabulating and cutting
svencilse Do not be too criticel she did not major in typing. Some of the mistakes
may be due to Kim's pulling on onc sleeve while Brad pulled on the other,

Feel free to use any of this information in any way that you feel will help the cause
of Christ in North Carolina. If you need additional ecopies of this report, I have &
limited number that you may hve if you will send me the pospage, After September 1
you may write me ¢/o David Lipscomb College, Nashville, Tennessee.

Your brother in Christ

L”/L 1 /}kz.mm-v\-' /t’lf ’V'Uivlz-u

Vardaman Forrister



CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN NORTH CAROLINA 195L=55

1. Abilene Church of Christ, Rt. 1, Steatesville, N, C, Population: rural. Iredell
counvy. 85 members. Att. Sun. a.m, 120. Preacher: waymen Love. Cong. est. 1914-15,
Pailding 1915-20, Value $5,000. Preacher's home value 46,500, Av. Contribution $100.
por wecke Self supporting. No dsbb. In 1554:2 meetings, )| baptisms. Greatest needs:
"Meny people are favorable toward the church but see much ungodliness in Christians,
Convert the church to Christ!"

2, Acme Church of Christ, c/o J. W. Butler, Acme, N, C. Populationsvery small villege
Columbus County. 8 members. Preachcr goes out from Wilmington. Cong. est. 1938-39.
Fo buildings About $700 in buvilding fund, Av, contribution $3.,00 per week. No outside
spporte No meeting since 194Y. Ureztcst need: More interest among members, building,
preacher, They meet in the home or Mrs. Zere Butler which will -accomodste about a
dozen people. sbout 21 have been baptimed there,

3, Advance (colored). Redland Church of Christ. Rt.l lidvance. Population: 300. LO mem-
bers. Att. Sun. a.me 35. Elders: Williem Kimbrough, J.J. Dulin. Preacher: C. C.,
Vaughn comes out from Winston-Szlem, Cong. est. 1913, Building 195L. Value $8,000.
Debt $2,000. iv, contribution $35 per week. Self-supporting. In 195L: 2 meetings,

7 baptisms, 5 placed membershin. Greatest need: "Population,"

i, /lexander., 0ld Refuge Church of Christ, c/o C. B. Hyder, flcxander, Rt. 1., Popule-
tion rural. Buncombe Bounty . 20 members. Att. Sun. afternoon 22, Preacher: Frank
Johnson from Asheville. Cong. est 1945. Building 1952 value $8,000. No debt. Av.
contribution $20 per weeck. No outside support. In 195h: 2 meetings, L baptisms, 1
restoration. Greatest need: Local preacher, support, and local radio program,

5S¢ Asheboro Church of Christ. N. Feyctteville St. isheboro. Population 8,000, Rand-
olph County. LO members. Preacher: K. A. Frazier, 210 greenlawn Dr,(Part-time). Cenge

eat. 1951, Meet in rented store bldg. 4v. Cont. $75 per week. Need building and full
sugport for preacher,

6. hsheville. Vance St. Church of Christ, 5l Vanece St. Asheville. Population 60,000,
Puncombe County. 25 memberse Att. Sun a.m. 32. Preacher: Frank Johnson. Cong. est.
1751, Building 1954, value $12,000 debt $2,000. Financial help $100 per month, Av.
contribution $30 per week. Meetings not allowed in Legion Hall where church formerly
met. Three planned for '55. In 195L: L baptisms. Greatest neced: more support and
local radio program. Funds to complete building. Conge. now meets in roofcd basement.

7. West asheville Church of Christ, 892 Haywood Road, ~sheville. Pop. 60,000. Bun-
corbe county. 33 members, ftt. Sun. a.me 50. Preacher: Bob Sorrell. cong. est., 1925,
Building 1947. Value $17,000, Free of debt. 4v. conbribution $55 per week. Wo out-
side support. One or two meetings per year. *n 1954: 3 baptisms, Prospects fair.
Greatest need is converted membership.

8¢ Asheville (colored). Southside Church of Christ. 331 Southside ive. ssheville.
Pop, 60,000, Bincombe County. 10 members. itt Sun. a.m. 25, Preacher, J. H, Rout.
Oongs este 1945. Building: a house was purchased. Value$3250. av. contribution

$10 per weeks No outside support. Bro. iout receives no money from the church for
hils preaching. He hag other employment. They sometimes have 1 meeting a year--some-

times nonee In 195L: 1 baptism. Prospects good. Need new building and support for
full time preacher,

9¢ &llfork Church of Christ (colored) Rt. 2 box 271, Yacksonville. Population:
20,000, @nslow County. 11 members. Att. Sun. a.m. 11. Preacher: A, J. Lyons comes
up from Wilmington, Cong. est. 1953. Av. contribution per week $6. In 195L: 1 meetirgg

2 beptisms and 2 restorations. Greatest need: complete meeting house and find place
for minister to live,

0. Biscoe Crurch of Christ, c/o Hel Frazier, 715 S. Church St, Salisbury, N, C.
Fopulation of Bisecoe 1200, “ontgomery County. 11 members. Att. Sun. a.m. 18. Preacher
Hal Frazier (part~time). Cong. est. 1953, Meet in Christian Church building. Av.
contribution %22, Receives no financial help except men come from Salisbury to preach
In 195h: 2 meetings, 2 baptisms. Prospeets for geowth: Several regular visitors., News-

vaper articles have created much interest. Needs: 2 full time preacher. Teachers.
(Several are now being trained. )

11, Boone Church of Christ, “oone, N. C. Pop. 3300. Watauga County..58 members. Att.,
Sun. asme L5, Freacher H. Eruest Shoaf. Cong. est. 19L48. Building 1952, Value $11,000
Debt $L500. Preachers home. Lv, “ontributiom $33 per week. Financial Help $225 per
montheIn 195h: 2 meetings, 8 baptisms, 2 restorztions. Hadio program WATA Sun. 8:15-
8:L45 am. Greatest Meeds: "More workers that have love for lost souls. A membership

that is truly converted to Christ,"
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12, Burlington Church of Christ. West Front St. Ext. Burlington. Pop. 35,000, /[lemance
County. Ll members. Att, Sun. a.ms 60, Preacher Eugene Clevenger. Cong. est. 1952,
Building 1952, Value $2500, Av. contribution $$%0 per week. Financial help %225 per
months In 1954: 1 mceting, 3 baptisms, 2 restobations, 3 placcd membership. Radio
program WFNS Sun, L4:30-5:00 pems Prospects: Excellent. Our newspaper advertising

end radio work are getting the church btefore the people. We have visitors nearly every
weeks Greatest need: New church building, We have purchased a lot and have raised
over $7,000 toward building. Hope to start construction immediately.

13, Candler. Glady Church of Christ. Rt. 1 Candler. Pop. 7,000, Buncombe County. 13
members. Atts Sun a.ms 22, Preacher H. M. Vaughn, Cong. est. 1952, Building 1915,
Value $6,000, Debt $2,000s hportment for preacher in building. &v. contribution per
week $35. No outside financial helps In 19543 1 mecting, 1 baptism. Yreatest need
personal worke

1k, Charlotte. Plaza Church of Christ. 1216 The Plzza ot MeClintook Road. Charlotte
Pop. 135,000, Mecklenburg County. 90 members., Atte. Sune a.m. 118, Blders: Tom B, Flatt
Dwayne W, Laws, Preacher Bobby K, Thompson. Conge. est ebout 19L3. Building 1947.

Value $25,000, Free 6f Debt. av, contribution per week $3l75. Self supporting and
doing mission work. Inl95L: 1 mecting, 11 baptisms, 2 restorations, L placed membershp
Greatest need: new building. Even though new cong. est, last year, still have to haw
2 services Sun. aems Need $30,000 for this addition,

15, Charlotte. Dilworth Church of Christ. 1013 Myrtle sve. Charlotte. Pope 135,000,
Mecklenburg “ounty. 60 members. stt. Sun, a,me 70, Preacher Sem Normen. Cong. est.
195Ls sve cont, per Sun., $100. Self supporting. In 195L, 1 restoration, Prospeets:

Wonderful. Need to have elders znd creatc among all mcmbhers a desire to work harder.

16, Charlotte. (colored). Burton St. Church of Christ. c/o Bro. Charles Lewis, Jr.
1016 N, Church St, Charlotte. Pop. 135,000, Mecklenburg County. 17 members. itt. Sun.
a2« me 1L, Preacher herles Wilson. Cong. est. 1942. iv. cont., $5 per week, Financial
help $25 per month. "n 195L, L beptisms, L restorstions. This was sccond year unable
to have meeting, Greatest need: A building in a desireable location.

17. Clarendon Church of Christ. ¢/6 George Williams 1112 Acorn St. Fayetteville. Pop.
of Clarendon, rural. Columbus County. 25 members. Att Sun. a.m. 35, Preacher: George

Williams. Cong. est. 19L6. Building. .v. Contribution $l per wesck. In 1954: 2 meetirgs
2 baptisms, 2 restorations, L placcd membership. Greatest need: Full time preacher,

Bro, Williams, a servicemen from Ft. Bragg, goes down to preach. o church within 50
miless Would consider moving to Lebor City.

18, Clemmons. Capernaum Church of Christ (colored) ¢/o W.M. Clingmen, Clemmons, N, C,
Rural population. Forsythe County. 33 members. “tt. Sun. a.m. 28, No regular preacher
Conge est 1905, Building 1905 value $2500. 4v. Cont. $16 per week. Yo outside support
In 195L: 2 meetings, 1 restoration. Help with radio program Whii Sat. %:30 p.m.
Greatest need: full time preacher.

19+ Cleveland (colored) Rock Hill Church of Christ. Rt. 1, Clevelend, N, C. Populatim
L00, Rowan County, 51 members, att, Sun. a.m. 32. £lders: Frank Davidson, B. Kemsuer.

Preacher Quiney C. Carter. Cong, est. 1923, “uilding 192L. Value $%2,000, Preacher's
home value $2800s No Debt, “v, “ontribution i22 per week. No outside support. In 1954
1 mecting,1 baptism, 1 restoration, Grestest need: Gain confidence and good will of
people in the community so be able to teach them.

20+ Concord Church of Christ, 88 Phiefer sve, concord, N, Y. Pop. 27,000. Cabbarrus
County. 32 members. Att. Sun, a. m. 4O, Preacher Jack c’mis. ong.est. Sept. 195L.
Meets in Webb School auditorium. Av, Cont. $50 per week, financial help % 100”per
monthe In 1954: Cong. established in Scptember with.22 members. 8 baptisms, 2 placed
memberships Radio program WEGO 8:LS a.m. Sunday. Prospects for growth sre excellent
but need a meeting house and more support for the preacher. +f more support for
preacher can be seccured, the church will build her own meeting house. In a very
short time this can be a self supporting congregation,

21s Corinth Church of Christ., t, 1, Woodleaf. Rural popujlation. Rowan County. 62
members. Att. Sun, asm. 75, Preacher Houston Alexander, “ong. est. 1898, Building
1916, velue $6,000. Preacher's home value $7,000. No debt. iv. cont. $65 per week.
Self supporting, in 195L: 2 meetings, 1 at meeting house and 1 in tent. 6 baptisms
1 restorztion. Radio program WHIP Sat, 11:l5 a.m. Greatest need: Larger building with
more adequate classrooms, Present building is not one thet it would be wise to add
to. Labor could be furnished from this congregation. With some outside help 2nd a
sacrifice on our part, I believe this nced could be supplied. Prospects among children
and young pecople are good if had proper faecilities for elass work and training,
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22, Durham. Watts St. Church of Christ. Box 965. Durham. (Building located on Watts $t
at inglewood Ave.) Pop. 75,000. Durham County. LO members. 4tt Sun, a.m. 55. Preacher
Vardaman Forrister. Cong. est. 1943. *“uilding 1951. Value $30,000, debt $1@00, Av.
contribution $79430 per week. Financial Support $L20 per month, In 195k, 2 meetings

9 baptisma, 3 restorations, 2 placed membership., Radio WDNC Sun 9: 5-9:30 a.m,
Prospects for growth are good. People are not peejudiced but just do not know what we
are. Greatest need: Teaching and more teaching., “ecadership. More consecrated members.

23+ Dysertville Church of Christ, c¢/o Vernon Crawley, Rt. 1, Nebo. Rural Population,
McDowell County. 13 members. Att., Sun. a.m. 25, No preacher, Cong. est. 19L6. Build-
ing 1947 value $L,000. No Debt. 4v. Cont. §15 per week., No outside support. Greatest
need: Sound Gospel preaching and people to come out to hear and obey it, Grestest

difficulty is in getting people to come and heer. They turn a deaf ear to the truth,

2ljs Blk Park. Taylor's Chapel. Elk park, N. C, Pop. 5U45. &very County. LO members.
(Contact Ernest Shoaf, Boone).

25, Feyetteville Church of Christ. Top Hat St. at Bragg Blvd., fayetteville, Populatim
35,000, Cumberland County. 120 members. stte Sun. a,m. 80. Preacher Paul Faulkner.
Cong. este 1950. Building 1954=55 value $10,000, Free of debt, 4v., Cent. $120 per wee
Self supporting. In 195L: 2 meetings, 12 baptisms, 20 restorations’ and 2 number faced
membership (A large nuhber come and go). rospects goods Personal work campaign in
progress. Need class rooms and plan to build them right away. So far have needed no
outside support.

26.Franklin Church of Christ, ¢/o Jonh L. Crawford, Franklin. Pop, 2500, Macon County
Members L (2 adukts) Att. Sun, a.m. 4o No preacher. Cong. est. 19L9. Building: a
dwélling house value $6,000, free of debt. Preacher could live in the houde for only
one room is used for worship. Av, cont. %6-10 per week, Financial help #10 per months

One or two meetings per year. Greatest need: experienced minister who is an excellat
personal worker to educate the pecople to what the church is.

27+ Gastonia. Broad St. Church of Christ, 50k S, Broad St.Gastonias Pop. 35,000,

Gaston Countye Sl members. Att Sun, a.me 70. Preacher Gene Arnold. Cong, est. 19L47.
building 195k value $L40,000 debt $18,000. Preacher's home value $6,000 free of debt.
Av, Cont. $115 pét week. Financial help 425 per month. In 195L: 2 meetings, 13 baptisms
6 restorations, This congregation serves members from five neighboring towns. In
addition to the large fertile field in Gastonia we want to establish the cause in thre
these towns. Growth will be slow but it should be sure. Greatest need is for teachers
and willing workers. We need people with the ability to plan work and then carry out
those plans, The material things can be supplied by the local members.,

28, Greensboro, Wendover #ve. Church of Christ. 811 W, Wendover Ave, Greensboro (Box
2665) Population 80,000. Guilford Gounty. 88 members. Att% Sun. a.m. about 100, Elders
G, J. Harris, Sre., Roscoe Hickey, J. R, Sawers. Preacher O, P, Baird. Cong. est. 193
Building 1948. Value $15,000, debt $1,500, Preacher's home value $9,000 debt $5,000¢
Av, Conts per wk $125. Self supporting. In 195L: 2 meetings, 5 baptisms, 5 restoration
end I placed membership.Prospects for Urowth. This is a good city, growing and pro-
gressive. Fine group of people in the congregatione, We nlan to build as soon as possi-
ble a building adequate for the growth of this congregation and secure a lot for
another congregation, Also need to begin a work among the colored people and plan to
buy a building for them if the work shows promise.

29+ Hendersonville. Church of Christ. 1201 Oskland St. Hendersonville. Pop. 6,350
(doubles in the summer), Henderson County. 10 members. tt Sun. aem. 18-20. Freacher
James Ao Davis, Cong, est. 1951. Building 1952. Velue $25,000 debt $L,000. Bv. cont.
per wk. $35=0Li0s Financial Help $350 per month. In 1954: 1 meeting, Hope to do better
Prospects: We feel that they are very good! we are just beginning to recgéive the abow
mentioned help--thus hope to acomplish better work. The first of the year were prom

ised support for radio broadcast which was considered their greatest need along with
the work that attends it,

30, Hickory Church of Christ. ¢/o C. L. Downey. Hickory, N. C, Pop. 25,000, County
Catawba County. 53 members. Att. Sun. aeme 50, Preacher: M, E. Burns. Cong. este 194
Building 1950 Velue$35,000. Av. Cont, per week, $80, No financial help at present.
In 195k4: 2 meetings, 2 baptismss Prospects unlimited with the proper leaderships,

31, High Yoint, Ee Lexington Ave, Chureh of Christ. 907 E., Lexington Ave., High Point.
Pope 50,000. Guilford County. 60 members. Att. Sun. A.M. 70-80. Preacher Jo, G. Binkley
Cong. ests 19L9. Building 1953 value $16,000 debt 34500, Av. Cont,. per weak $110.
Financial help $375 per mo. In 1954: 2 meetings, 7 baptisms, 11 restorations, 1l
placed membership. Prospects for growth Good,

Max L. Johnson, and J. G. Binkley started the work by holding mid-week classes in
Jones Business College. Later started Sunday afternoon serviees.
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32, High Point. Windley St. Church of Christ, High Point. Pop., 50,000, Guilford Courky

22members. No building. Part-time preacher. Buying lots to build on, Need full time
preacher,

3%.Jacksonville Church of Christ. Box 576. Jacksonville. Pop. 75,000(Including Camp
Legeune) Onslow County. 53 members. Att. Sun. a.me 65.Preacher M. F. No;wcod. Conga

¢ ibs 1952, Building 1952 value $7.0C0 debt #l,00, Preacher's home valve $7,200 dabt
47200.,Av Cont. per wke $:80.Financial help $50 per month, In 1954: 1 meeting, 6 hep*iom
3 restorations, 10 places membership.Radio program WJINC Mone Fri. 7:L5-8:00pema

3l Jamesville Church of Christ. Jamesville. Pop. 500. Martin County. 7 members. Abt,
San evening: 20. Preacher J. B, Grinstcad. Cong. este 1953, Building 1954 (01d
Cnristian Church building was purchased and remodledo) av, Cont. per week ¢l The
only financiel support is for the radio program, %8.COper week. In 195li, 1 meeting,
2 baptismsg Radio WIAM at 1:30 p.m. Sunday. Bro, Grinstead has been working with the
Pike Road Church. He plens to move to Jamesville when support is raised.Prospects
are excellent. Mony of the conservative Christian Church are interested and attend
regularly, also some others. Greatest need is for support.

35. Jericho Church of Christ, Mocksville--on the Jericho Road. Pop. 2000, Davie
County, 120 members Att. Sun. a.m. 1L0,Prcacher: Paul Sikes. Cong. est. 1872, Building
1200 value $10,000, Preacher's home value 6,000 debt 700. Av. Cont. $115 per week.
Se1f supporting, In 195L: 2 mectings, 6 baptisms, 2 restorations. Radio program WSTP
8:45-9:00as m. Sun. Grestest need: A new congregation in Mocksville would reach meny

who would not come to present location, Scriptural leadership. More personal evangel-
isme More liberal givihg,

36. Kannapolis. Plymouth St, Church of Christ. Kannapolis. Pope 45,000. Cabarrus
County. L7 memberss Att. Sun a.m. 55. Preacher Jerry Slatton. Cong est. 1930. Building
1yL6 value §20,000. Av. cont. 65. per week. Self supporting., In 195L: 2 meetings,

3 baptisms, 2 restorationse We have a young psoples class on Sat. a.me We believe we
will convert many from this work, Greatest need: Workers,

37e Midway Church of Christ. Kannapolis, N, C,

38+ Kinstons Church of Christ, Moose Lodge Bldg. Kinston. Pop. 25,000, Lenoir County.
4O members. Att. Sun. a.m. j0=60, Preachcr: W,J. Lemons. Cong. est. 1950, No building
Ave Cont. per week {60, Financial support $550 per month, In 1954: 3 mission meetings

7 baptisms, 2 restorations, 8 placed membership, Radio program Mon.-Fri, 11:00a.m.
Greatest need: Church building,

39+ Lenoir Church of Christ, Lenoir, N, C. Pop. 8,000, Caldwell County. 35 members.

LO0. Lexington Church of Christ. 621 Kildee Dr. Lexington, Pop. 1l,000. Davidson Courfy
5 members. Att. Sun. a.me 5. Prescher Bill Williams, Congs ests 1955, Av, Cont. per
week 12, Reckive no financial help. Newspaper ad 3 days per week, Two mectings plarred
for 1955. Wonderful reception. Bro., willisms moved to Lexington in March and two hawe

been restored since then. Need more teachers. Fukl time support for preacher. Increes
ads to 6 per week. Meeting house.,

1+ Louisburg Church of Christ., 611 N. Main St. Louisburg. Pop. 2500. Franklin County
Ly memberses Att, Sung a.m. 6. Men from Raliegh conduct services. Cong. est. 1953. No
building. Av, “ont,. ‘per week $10. Financial help per month 20 to pay traveling ex-

penses for teacher from Reliegh., First meeting held in Spring of 1955. attendance
was goode

L2+ Marion Church of Christ, Ann St, Marion, Pop. 3,000, McDowell County. 15 members
Atte Sun. aeme 30. Preacher Fred Smith (part-time). Cong. est. 1915, Building 1950
value $20,000. Free of debt, Preacher's home value $l15000 debt{1100. Av. cont. per
week $12.004 Recieve no outside finanecial helpe In 165l 1 meeting, 3 baptisms,
Greatest need: Support for full time preacher, personal worka.

L3, Mineral Springs Church of Christ. Box 13l, Lancaster, 8,8, Pop. of Mineral Sprirgs
500, Union Countye 7 members. Att, Sun. p.me. 18. Preacher W, G, Gantt. Cong. est.1953
Building 195L. Av. Cont. per week §10. Finaneial help @S0per monthe In 195L: 2 meetimgs
2 baptisms, Radlo program WLCM Each Sune T:L5 asms Group worshipped with small congre=
gation at Lancaster, S5.Ce prior to building. W. G. Gantt works with both congregations.
Preacher from Charlotte taught in home 1 year. Truth was heard from Abilene, Texas,
Bro. Z, We lewell of Mineral Springs financed the building. His sons and Bro. Gantt
did the constructions It is loceted on US 75 between Waxhaw znd Minerzl Springs. Maugy

are showing an interest but much teaching is nezdedas the church is unknown. Have as
many visitors as members at every servicc. Greatest need is for support and full tums
preacher."If our Brethren in other shbates could see the condition of North and Sonta
Carolina, surely someorne would help us,"
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LLe New Bern Church of Christ, c/o George E, Jones 31! Crescent St New Bern, Fops
18,000, Craven County. 9 memberss Att. Sun. a.ms 7. Preacher J. O. Walter, Cong,s este
195he Av. cont. per week §12. In 1954: L bapticms, 2 placed membership. Kew crrgregds
tion--very enthusiastic about the future of the churen hers. People are intercsued
but have never heard of the church hefore, Greatsst need: radio programs Chur~h recets
in a room in the New Bern Recreation Puilding. Wm. E. Wallace held tent mceting herc
in,July of 'Sk and established this cangregation,

LS Newland, N. C. ¢/o Ernest Shoef, Boone, N, C, Bro. Shoaf wrote me in May that he

had just met a man at Newland, ¥, C, who read himsclf out of = Baptist Church, He
has already baptised 7 for remission of sins. Pro. Shoaf was to begin working with
them on Lord's day afternoon. Pop. of Newland 00, Avery County.,

L6+ New Pond Church of Christ. Near Winston-Salem. Forsythe County. Rural population,
Small group.

L7« Newport Church of Christ, Newport, N. C. Pop. 3,000, CarteretCountye 72 members.
Att. Sun. 2.m12), Elders: C, L. Forrest, R,L. Simmons, Bernard Seaton. Preacher:

C. He Criders Conge est, 1920, Building 195k Value ©20,000 debt {7000s Ave conte. per
week 4135, Finaneial help 450 per month, In 195) 2 meetings, 19 baptisms, 3 restoras
tions, 12 placed membership, Congregation was inactive for several years due to lack

of leadership. Prospects are good, people are showing more intercst., Need radio pro=-
gram and preacher's home,

L8, North Wilkesboro Church of Christ, c/o V, C, Walter, Box 6l1, North Wilkesboro.
Popes 7,000, Wilkes County. 22members, Att. Sune aems35. No building. Cong. este 1950.
Av, conte per weck 925, Financial help.{75 per month, 1 or 2 meetings per year. In

195Ls 5 baptisms. Radio program WKBC 9:15 asms Sun. Greatest need: full time preacher,
w20 for his support, Meetinghouse,

L9. Pike Road Church of Christ, Pike Road, N. Ce Pop.600, Beaufort County. 85 members
Alt, Sun. aeme 115, Elders: H,.M. Respess, L.C. Allen. Cong. este 1937. Building velw
$7,000. Preacher's home ¥5,000, Free of debt, Av, corte per week $l00. Self suppovting,
In 195L: 1 meeting, 1 baptism.Much denominational prejudice in community. Need a
preacher as Bro. Grinstead is moving to Jamesville to work with new congregation there,

50+ Rockingham Church of Christ, Box 27, Rockingham, Pop. of community 10,000, Rich-
mond County. L5 memberse. Att. Sune aem, 55-60. Preacher W, A, Respess, Jr. Cong.est.
1935 Building 19L5 value §1L,000 . Preacher's home value 465000. Debt $6,000 for boths
Av, cont. per week §75, Financial help §225 per month. In 195L: 2 meetings, 5 baptisms.

2 restorations, 6 nlaced membership, Radio Program WAYN 9:L5 each Tuesday. Prospects
good. Greatest need teaching,

51. Rocky Mount Church of Christ. ¢/o William Wilder, 226 S. Franklin St. Rocky Mount .
Pop, 30,000, Nesh and Edgecombe Counties.Servieces held in the Masonic Hall, This is
the newest congregation we have record of in the states Bro. William Wilder and his
wife went to Rocky Mount the first of Julys At their first service 8 attended--contrie

bution was $36. The second Lord's Day there were 19 presente 1 has been baptized,
Redio Program daily WCEC 11:30-11:L5 a.m,

5Ze Raliegh Church of Christ, Corner Brooks Ave, and Rosedale St, Raliegh. Wake Courty
75 memberse Atte Sun, a.m. 100-115,Prezcher Sidney Astin. Conge ests 1945(?). Building
19524 Value %30,000-#35,000+Debt 415,000, Preacher's home value #15,000 debt 9,000
kvy conts per week {15Ce Financial help {219, In 1954: 2 meectings, 3 baptisms, 7 rest-
orations, 19 placed membership,Pcople in town not much interested in the church because
co not know what it ds and stands for, Greatest need: Daily radio program and tent f
fully equipped to conduct meetings both in town and in surrounding arces.

53¢ Szlisbury Church of Christ. Salisbury. Pop. 25,000. Rowen County. 60 (?) members.
Zuilding. (We recieved no report on this work,) Paul Sikes has recently moved there.
3ee botlom of page 6.
Sue Statesville. Broad Sts Church of Christ, L33 East Broad Bt. Statesville. Pop.
20,0004 Iredell County, 165 merbers, Att, Sun, 2eMe 130. Preacher C. W. Bradley, Corg.
es%e 1949, Building eompleted 1953, Value %L5,000 debt $9,000, Av. conte {150 pec wak
Sc_f supportings In 195L: 2 meetings, 2l vaptisns, 1 placed membership, Radio WSTC
Surday 2:15 peme This congregation has enjoyed a very good growth and is in a po-it‘m
to mzke much progress in the fukrure, We hove begun to make a little headway within a2
city. Greatest need is to deveicn some men who will be able to assume the work of
elcers, beadership is sadly lacking at prosent. Generally speaking. the congregabion
is in pretty good condition-

55« Belmont Church of Christ (colorzd), Rt, 7, Statesville., Pop. 20,000, Iredell Cornty
100 members. At Sun, a.me 90- Procacher Quineey Carters Cong. est 192L. Building 193C.
value $2,000s Preacher's home value $3,300 Free of debl. Av. cont. $50 per weck,
Self supporting. In 1954t 10 baptisss, 15 restorations, 5 placed membership. 2 meetuins
Radio WHI? 5:L5 pam. Sun. Flamnming new Ylding. R2dio program in Statesville.
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56+ Salisbury (colored). Craig St. Church of Christ, 630 South Crzig. Salisbury. Pop,
25,000+ Rowan County. 10l members, Att. Sune. a.me 80. Prescher A.J. Cowane Cong. est,
1945, Building value $6,000. Freacher's home combined with building. Debt $500. Av,
conte {60 per week. Self supporting, In 195L: 1 meeting, 6 baptisms, 7 restorations,
L4 placed membership., Prospects good. Greatest need "Just a little more working and
praying, and just a little more paying as you prosper."

57sTamarack Church of Christ, Rt. 1, Tamarack. Pop. 300. Watauga County. 30 members.
Atte Sune aeme 28. Preacher Clayton Winters. Cong, est. 1950, Building 1952 value

#3000, Free of debt. Av, Cont, per week ‘L. Financial help $25 per month, In 195):

2 meetings, 2 baptisms, L restorations, "The church has the best interest and attend-
ance since I began work here. By May 7,55 we had almost as many responses as in zll

last year. Greatest need: Just the time that is necessayy to teach people the errors
of denominationalism and to train members of the church to be leaders,"

58, Tryon Church of Christ, Box 1055, Tryon, Pop 1500, Polk County, 26 members, Att,
Sun a.me LO, Preacher Carl Lancaster. Cong, est 1951, Building 1951 value %15,000,
Debt $li,295482. Av, cont. per week $LO per week. Finan,Support per month ;225, 1In

1954t 2 meetings, 2 baptisms, 1 restoretion, 1 placed membership, Have had radio

program and hope to again soon. Need to get our message before the pesople, breaking
down the prejudice they have built up. Radio work is great help, Future looks bright.
Need {75 more per month to continue present program of work,

59+ Tuckasegee Church of Christ, c/o Bard Moses, Tuckasegee., Pop. rurasl. Jackson Cou
Jounty. 5 members, Att. Sun. afternoon 10. Preacher: Bob Rigdon drives down from
iizynesville. Cong. est. 195051, Meet in home of Bro. Bard osese Av. cont. 4l per wk.
o outside support. In 1954 1 placed membership, In 1955, Bro. Rigdon held meeting
and baptized 6, Formerly the members were 8l, 79, 75, 35. Need full time preacher.,

60, Warner's Chapel Church of Christ, #t, 1, Clemmons, N. C, Rural population. Forsyth
County, 175 members. Att, Sun a.m. Bible Study 120 (No att., record of 11:002eme serve
ices Elders: George Harper, Lonnie Moser, A.P, Warner, John W, Warner. Prezcher: Tom
AL Isaacse Cong. est. 1880. Building 1937, value (555,000, Preacher's home value
§15,000. Free of debt. Av. cont. $197.L8. Self supporting, ¥n 195Li 1 meeting, 1 bap-

tism. Radio WIOB 9:15 a.m. Prospects discouraging, Need able leadership and members
that are willing to work.

61, Waynesville Church of Christ, Hast Weynesville, Pop, 8,000, Haywood County. 13

members. Att. Sun. a.me 35, Preacher Bob Rigdon, Cong. est. 19L6-L8. Building 1953,
value 12,0004 debt l,000. 4V, cont, per week %35+ Financial help per month 350,

In 1954 2 meetings , 2 baptisms, 3 placed membership, Radio WHCC Sat., 9:00a.m.

The church id completely foriegn to these peoplee Greztest nced: patience and time,.

62, Wilmington Church of Christ. 215 S. seventeenth St. Wilmington. Pop. 50,000.
New Hanover County. 33 members atte Sun. a.m. 50. Preacher John Hurt. Conge. est,
1930+ Building 1951 velue 2l,000, Debt #6800, Av. Cont. 450 per week. Finaneial help

%35 per month, In 195k: 1 meeting, 2 baptisms, Prospects good. Greatest need working
members,

63+ Winston= Salem. South Mzin Church of Christ, South Main at Vintage Ave (Box 12% )
Winston-Salem Pope 90,000s 260 memberss Atte Sun. aeme 250, Elders: Hix Carter, Ralph
Church, WeV. Forcum,, Sr.,C, N, Grubbs, He Lo Knight. Preacher: Neil R. Lightfoot.
Conge est., 191l Bufiding 1948 value %75,000, Debt 113377 77e Preacher's home
value 10,0004 Debt $Ly297.L0s Av. Conts per week $325e Self supportinge. 2 or 3
mectings per years In 195l 31 bazptisms, 8 restorations, 10 placed memberships Radio
WAIR 8:L5 aems Sundays. Prospects tremendous., Need to expand present facilities

and establish new congregation,

6lie Winston-Salem (colored). Church of Christ 206 Breenwood ive, Winston-Salem. Pop.
90,000, Forsyth County. 80 memberse Att Sun. seme 55-60. Prescher G.C. Vaughan, Comg.
este 19Lke Building value 7,000. Debt 45,650, Av, cont., $60 per week. Finaneial help
$135¢ per month, In 195Ls 1 meeting, 7 baptisms, 2 restorations, 2 placed membership.
Building belonged to Baptists, has been remodeled thus the above debt, Prospects are
very rich: the field is white unto harvest., Need more meetings, radio program,

65+ Woodleaf (colored) Rural congregation in Rowan Countys (No information on the wo rk
here. )

66+ Leaksvilles Church of Christe Rural congregation Just over the Virginia.line,
Preacher Robert Thrtin, ' 6 . s

P, S. for Salisbury Church of Christ. N, Msin St. 50 members., itte Sune aems 75. Conge
este 19Lle Building 1948. Value %15000 debt 41300, Av. cont %85« Self supporting, Two
meetin.s per year. The prospects scem very good, The building is in a good location.
The people have & will to work. Necd Secriptursl orgenization,
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GROWTH OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN NORTH CAROLINA FROM 1872 to 1955
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NUMBER OF MEMBERS IN CONGREGATIONS IN NORTH CAROLINA IN 1955
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GROWTH OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN NORTH CAROLINA FROM 1872 TO.1955

In the 1950 census, North Carolina had a population of 4,061,929, ranking tenth
Bmong the states. Texas is the onl& southern state with a éreater population. Sixty-
six per cent of the people live in rural areas, The greatest length of the state is
188 miles and the grcatest width is 502 miles, It ranks twenty-seventh in land size
among the states.

There are 100 counties in North Carolina. Forty of these have one or more con-
gregations. Sixth counties have no church of the Lord's people. Therc are 66 congre-
gations in the state with a total membership of about 3,000, These churches range in
size from L to 260 members. Winston-Salem has the largest membership of 260 members.

Before World War II there were only twenty-one congregations in North Carolina.,
From the beginning of the War until 1950, there were 18 new congregations establishcde
This was a gain of 86%. Since 1950 there have been 27 new congregations establisheda
This gives an increase of aboubt 70% in five years or a total increase of morec thap
218% in the past 15 years over what wes done from 1872 until 1940, a period of
ﬁearly 70 yearse

Today therc are fiftcen congregations in the state that are self supporting.
There are 20 radio programs in the state. There are 31 full time preachers and 15
part-time prcacherss Only 11 congregations have elders--atotal of 26 elders in all.
There are approximately 88 mcetings held each year, In 195l there were 270 baptized,
112 restored and 159 placed membershipe. Forty Seven of the 66 churches have buildings

with a total value of §677,250. Twenty eight of these have been built since the war
and twenty two since 1950.

The total contribution of all the church members in the state is $3,126,78 per
wecks This is an average of $1.31 per member each week, The total contribution per
year is $178,292456. The monthly support from outside the state is 535922400 which
amounts to $L47,66l1,00 for the year.

Eighteen comgregations have preacher's homes,

Some of the nceds most frequently mentioned in my survey are: converted member-
ship, more preachers, more support, more radio programs and follow up of eontacts,
new buildings or enlarging presemt buildings, teachers, personzl workers, qualificd
elders, working members, establishing good publie. relations in the community, estab-
lishing new congregations, work with the eolored people, advertising, preacher's
homes, tent for meetings,more patience and time., Ome of the colored brethren in a
rural community said their greatest need was "population", Another colored brother
said the congregation where he worked needed, "Alittle more working, a little more

praying and a little more paying as ywuprosperd"

Survey made by Vardsman Forrister
Mirnister of Church Of Christ
Durham, liorth Carolins 1955



	Churches of Christ In North Carolina 1954-1955
	Recommended Citation

	ACU_Forrister_CoCofNC_001
	ACU_Forrister_CoCofNC_002
	ACU_Forrister_CoCofNC_003
	ACU_Forrister_CoCofNC_004
	ACU_Forrister_CoCofNC_005
	ACU_Forrister_CoCofNC_006
	ACU_Forrister_CoCofNC_007
	ACU_Forrister_CoCofNC_008
	ACU_Forrister_CoCofNC_009
	ACU_Forrister_CoCofNC_010

