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Jtion by the deeds of the law, brings Christ to view as the

Church Advocale.

40 and witnessed by the word and the spirit of Gouyw the
soul of each member of the church, while God is walking
in his church by the testimony of his word and spirit, hold-
ing his ministers in the right hand of his power, mamtain-
ing his war againstthe powerof darkness.

¢ should now be remembered, that the child of grace, al-
though he cannot read one word, yet in his experience he
speaks the language of the Bible, which is the evidence of
grace to the church and testimony, against the world with

- all its wisdom.

These two witnesses, as “olive trees” standing one on
each side of the “golden candlestick” as auards, no doubt
(with me) present the purity of God’s law which in no case,
can acquit the guilty, (at its own expense) and the reign of

- grace, by which salvation is secured to the honor of the

law, and glory of God, yet it will not do to conclude: the 7
Zawand the gospel are these two wilnesses, Lecause it re-
quires both the word of God and his spivit to witness these
two facts to his church, to ‘enable her to bear testimony
ageinst the devii aad his religion in the defence of truth;
noither will it do to say that the Old and New Testaments
are these two witnesses, becauss it takes the whole of the
word of God to complete one ¢f them; and the Holy Spirit
which dictated and attends both the Old and New '[ostas
ments to complete the other.

St. Paul when speaking of the impossikility of justificas

righteousness of God without thg law, being witnessed by
the law and the Prophets, which proves the united testimony+ ™

of the law and the gospel agrecing in that of Christ’s being \hl
the righteousness of God to the salvation of the church, E
which shews the united agreement taking place betwecn

the opposite declarations made between the lawand grace,

The law brings the ministration of death, demanding the

life of the dischedient, and the gospel brings the ministra-

tion of life, proclaiming deliverance to the captives and y
forgiveness of sins tc the transgressors, to the glory of God, ,
in the honors of the law which had a shadow of good things 4
to come, which shadow united with the declarations of the
prophets in their predictions of the reign of grace in the
gospel day, in that o1’ Christ gathering tegether and saving’
his church. In all this we have to observe, that it requires
the Scriptures of truth and spirit of God, to unite in testis
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mony in the confirmation of those several interesting facts,
which will shew that the various witnesses and pomta of
testimony, (too tedious to mention) are all concentrated and
united in these two olive trees, as two golden candlesticks,
and God’s two anointed ones; and by the spirit and word of
(;od the whole train of facts are witnessed to the church
of (xod with wisdom, light and power, and the church there-
by bears testimony in the defence of truth against error,
while she is the mark of the enemy, and ol)‘]ect of persecu-
tion; and thus it is, the anointed, word and spirit of God in
the church, which stands by the God of the whole earth in
the defence of his cause; and the chaxch being the instru-
lnm.! by and thvough which the gospel truths are still main-
ained and contended for by means of the various gifis
gu_,w“n to her by the spirit and witnessed by the word, “she
now becomes the subject of persecution because of her love
to the truth; and the persecution of her, and treading her
under foot is p"raeyut-on against the truth of God’s word
and spirit, and treading the holy city under foot,

The power of those two witnesses in shutting heaven,
&zc. shews the power of God as witnessed by his word and
spirit; and the certainty and manner of killing those who
may huré those two \\nnc&s s, brings to view the awful fate
and final overthrow of all the enemies and persecutors of
the church, whén the Almighty arm of the uonl awakes in
righteousness, to the destriction of his enemies and the
cternal deliverance of his church,

In the conclusion of this point of the sucjz:ct, we shall
just observe, tlu; although Christ is God’s anointed, and
the Father and h.: works bear testimony of the fact, “with
the whole clowd of witnesses of every description, on the
subject of salvation by grace; yet take away either the‘

word or the s pirit, and we b ave not sufficient testimony of
any tm'm W huh is of adiv me &mutua, and eternal nature;
but by thb united testimony ()+ the word and spirit, the
whole scope of divine things revealed from heaven to earth,
is esssblished. Were it not for the church of God being
set up in the world, there would be no place of deposite, for
those two witnesses, for the world cannot receive divine
things; thus in the church of Godis the place where the
:Loul cmd spirit are standing, prophec \'u) un\i bearing tes-
timony. Kill the chureh, and you slay these witnesses in
the world. The church is God’s candlestick—the soul of
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man is the candle of the Lord; neither of them have light
in and of themselves—they are both dependant, When
grace sets the soul on fire, 1t should be set on the candle-
stick, that it may reflect lights all around. Think of this,
‘all ye who have a hope that God has fired your souls with
his love, who are still keeping your light under a bushel,
and have not yet set it in the church, (the Lord’s candle-
stick) that you might prove yourselves as being on the Lord’s
side in this time of war, [Ep.
TO BE CONTINUED,

A short sketch to My. J. M. Peck, for the purpose of proe
ving to kim that ke is not a baptist (of the old stamp,)’
and to prevent his imposition on the public

Mz Joux M. PEck: -

SIR—In the Western Pioneer, and Western Baptist, you
have presented yourself as if you were a western bap-
tist, Inthis I think you are certainly mistaken; for if I
am not wrongly informed, you were manufactured in some
of the eastern man-made manufacturing machines: with
whom the western baptists, or church of God, will have no
christian fellowship or correspondence, nor with any of its
product.—Had you, sir, attended to the business of
the Pioneer, (in which you gave some interesting informa-
tion) and not appeared as though you were in reality a
western baptist, nor have meddled with my name, by pla-
cing it as the author, or the product of your own igno-
rance or wickedness, it is highly probable that I should
have passed your name by in the 2d vol. of the Church
Advocate, as I have done in the first. But from what has
appeared in the first number of the Western Baptist, (as.
you call it,) I consider myself called upon to appear in de-
fence of truth, by detecting the erroneous positions of your
corrupt and corrupting principles, which appear in cuns
ning craftiness, laying in weight to deceive the honest in-
quirer after truth, and to seduce the Lord’s servants to com-
mit fornieation with that wicked woman, Jazebel,

It is to be lamented, sir, that your principles are so at
war with the doctrine maintained by the western baptists,
that you cannot prosper but by the sacrifice of them. It
is true,that you,by your many years craft & labor,may have
deccived some few precious saints, who stand with you ia
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your errors, to the sacrifice of their feilowship with the wes-
tern baptists; and while I admire and esteem the most of
your views respecting the use, and limited power of asso-
ciations, and the high ecclesiastical authority of the church
of God. I am much surprised that your faith, in this res«
pect, has not been proven by your works; had such been
the case, you would not have been engaged in establishing
what you call, institutions for religious purposes, separate
and distinct from the church. But the nearer you can
come to the truth, and miss it, the better chance to deceive
the elect of God.

It is not my wish, sir, to take from you one tittle of the
merit to which you are entitled; but by giving correct in+
formation, to prevent the objects and progress of your cor-
rupting errors among the baptists in the west, as well as
elsewhere, and to wipe off the reproach that your princi-
ples in many cases are calculated to throw upon the gos.
pel church. Had it not been that I have learned by many
yea.’s sad experience of persecution, thattruth was not to
be expected from the supporters ot the mission spirit or
principle, (when speaking of their opponents,) you would
have somewhat surprised me by the manner in which you
advertised me in the 7th page of your Western Baptist.—
This may look like hard sayings; but is there not a cause.
If God would give me grace to bear up, I would prefer dy-
ing in the flames at the stake, than to suffer corrupting er-
rors to progress without erying against them; andif 1 am
not on the side of truth, the sooner I fall the better. But
if the Lord has set me upon the watch tower, my enemy
will at the close of the war, have to contend against him.
I am now coming to close points, and as I think that truth
needs no dressing to commend itself to the converted soul 3
and as I never went to school to learn from the wisdom of
the world how to dress error, se as to entangle the conver-
ted part of God’s children with the unconverted part, I
hope that you,Mr Peck,nor any of my readers,will not think
that my remarks proceed from a bigoted, hard, wicked spis
rit. There being much more implyed, and no doubt de-
signed, in that short advertisement, than what many of my
readers may be apprized ofy some may think me very copt-
ous in my remarks thereon; but could they Anow, what I
know on this subject, they would no doubt, think-mg both
mild and short,
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My . J. M Peck. Sir—I could have excused you for
Four misrepresentations in your advertisement, had I not
myself handed you a copy of my “Views on the Two
Seeds,” which you should eertainly have kept, in order to
have prevented your misrepresentation of both title and
doctrine, or otherwise held your peace about it, As I have
not gone to the same extent, as you suppose, in the Chdrch
Advocate, you seem to hope that I have “thrown them a-
way.” In this, sir, you are mistaken; for I still maintain
the same points of doctrine; and if you can not overthrow
the doctrine expressed in my “Views on the Two Seeds,”
you had better save yourself from exposure, by holding
your peace on that subject. But if you are able to prove
my doctrine incorrect, by a fair explanation of the same
line of scripture on which Ihave dwelt, you will be enti-
tled to my sincere thanks, as I shall be much benefitted
thereby. And, sir, as you have informed the public- that
you “find principles there” (Church Advocate) “equally
subversive of the baptist faith and church government,”
(refering to my Views on the Two seeds) “which” you say,
¢we shall notice in due time,” I hope that you will think
it “due time” to notice these things while I have the ben-
efit of a press, or ever thereafter hold your peace; for as
printing costs money, and plain truth these times is very
dull sale, while well polished error seems to stand tolera~
bly high in market, it is highly probable that your work
will be progressing, when Ishall be compelled to stop; and
T hope that you will not take the advantage of me, or the
truth, on this ground; for it is evident, that error in all
ages, has demanded more money than truth. 'This may be
one cause why you are found on the money side of the
question, seeing that unconverted men, (generally spea.
king) would rather have error at a high price, than truth for
nothing.

I shall now turn my attention to the first item of your
advertisement, After letting the public know by whom the
Church Advocate is conducted, you, sir, have informed
them, that “Mr. Parker has been long distinguished in the
Wabashr country for his unyielding opposition to missions,
and ali other benevolent operations,” Now sir, the de-
mand of justice on the part of truth, requires that you
should lei the public know what you meant by those un-
qualified expressions; my reasons for being thus particular

<
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on this point, is, that T know, (and I think you too) that mach
injustice has been done to me, and the cause which I am
gngaged to maintain, by similar expressions, made ignor-
antly or designedly against the truth. If you intended to
be understood, that I stoed opposed to the mission given by
the Divine Spirits to God’s ministers, and to the benevolent
acts of Christians, in an individual or church capacity,
vou are as wickedly wrong, as if you had burnt your
shirt, and then said somebody had stolen it, and thereby ta-
ken grounds for begging in order to support the present mis-
sion system in which you are now engaged. I am well
aware, that some who knew that truth would not answer
their purpose, have endeavored to prejudice the public mind
against me, in order to destroy the weight of truth through
my instrumentality, against the present mission system, by
endeavoring to make the public believe that I am opposed
to aiding in the spread of the gospel, the support of the
ministry, and the benevolent acts of charity to the heathens,
notwithstanding on these points I have often declared my
sentiments to the reverse, both verbal and in print.  But,
sir, if you intended to be understood that I stood opposed to
the qualifications and misgion given by the baptist board of
foreign mission, (so called) and to the befevolent institu-
tions formed by the same spirit, separate and distinct from
the church of God, you were correct in your statements on
thatsubject; and Iwill now proceed to shew some few rea-
sons why I do stand opposed to all those man-made anti-
christian things. And now sir, as you and Iboth profess
to be “western baptists,” and one or the other is evidently
an imposter or a deceiver, the public in the progress of what
is now hefore us, shall have an opportunity to judge between
you and T,

1. Tamappointed advocate for the mission given by the
spirit of God, and by the legal authority of the gospel
church, (as given to her by Christ her head and husband)
and that the church is and should be, 2 benevolent institu-
tion; while T stand equally and as pointedly opposed to
every other mission plan and benevolent operation, appear-
ing under the name of the church of God, while they are
not under its government, viewing such “mission” plans
and benevolent operations to be anti-christian; and now Mr,
J. M. Peck, you can begin to see the dividing ground be-
tween youand T, ‘



Church Advocate. ' 1

2. In this point the distinction is still more observable.
‘If so be, that the religion of the Saviour, as revealed to the
penitent soul, and the benevolent spirit and instruction given
to the church of God, devolving on her as a duty, complete-
ly included in the incorporated bounds of her duty and au-
.thority, be insufficient to accomplish God’s purposes in the
spread of the gospel by acts of benevolence, and to express
and perform all the acts of Christian and moral duties which
God requires in these things, then and in that case, I will
admit that you have the advantage ground, and that I may
be thedeceived imposter. But, sir, if Iamright in that of
the church being the highest ecclesiastical authority upon
earth, and that all the mission institutions and benevolent
operations which appear under her name, should be under
ker government and direction, and that God by his spirit
and word through the instrumentality of his church and
people, teaches all the moral duties and Christian perfor-
mance which he in his purity does require, then and in that’
case, you sir, will be found to be the deceiver or imposter,
as the principal objects of your pursuits and plans, are
not under the government and direction of the baptist church
or authority. Now, sir, I hope that youandall my readers
will note withi attention, that I do positively say that all the
civilized institutions, established under the name of religion,
separate and distinct from the government and authority of
the gospel church, be they of whatever cast they may, are
formed in opposition to the religion of Christ and church of
God, inasmuch as they are expressive, that the grace of God
in his church fails to teach all the moral virtues and be- «
nevolent acts, which are necessary for the benefit of man-n
kind, which, if it be the fact, religion is vain, ‘the churcine
should fall, something else take place for man’s benefit, an®n
God no more to be considered as having a church or kingﬁf
dom in this world, as the salt of the earth and light of the -
world must come from another quarter. : -

Mr. Peck, Sir—Youmay now see that I am determinedle
to stand or fall with the rights and authority of the gospel's
church; and should you be ‘able to measure arms with Je-
hovah, and establish another system of missions and bene-
volence, you will, so far as you do that, no doubt, destroy -
the church to my overthrow, while you may be entitled to
a rank equal with Belzebub, the prince of deyils, yet final-
ly mag have to share the fate of the “angels which kept

-
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not their first estate, but left their own habitation;* proyi-
ded that God should not cease to be God.

3. 'The religion taught the “western baptists,” leads
them to love and maintain truth, and to hate falsehood;
therefore they oppose the errors of the baptist board ef for-
eign missions (so called) which are. First, that board inits
formation, falsely claimed the name of the “baptist”—it
not being formed by the authority of the baptist union, nor
ifs objects and pursuits not being subjected to the govern-
ment of the baptist authority., Second, the tri-annual con-
vention, out of which the board is formed, are composed of
members (as they say) “from missionary societies, and oth-
er religious bodies of the baptist denomination,” which im-
plies that missionary societies are religious bodies of the
baptist denomination, while it is evident that missionary so-
cieties may be formed auxiliary to the board, and not one
baptist in them, because it is money and not religion that
gives membership there, which net only proves that money
13 the mainspring of that system, but that so far as it can
prevail, it will adulterate the church with the world, Third,
the board by her declarations, proves that she looks to the
church, to lookout and call forth preachers, and to human
instruction for qualifications. Fourth, the incorporation of
the “board” at her request, and the incorporation of the
“Columbian College” together with the principles express-
in the memorial laid before Congress, dated February
1, 1825, praying for a loan of $50,000, all furnish suffi-
cient evidence to prove that the supperters of those errors

re not baptists of the apostolic stamp, and therefore the
vestern baptists will not fellowship them. Should any of
ae foregoing points be disputed, it will but-put me to the

ouble to prove the facts. You, Mr. Peck, may begin to
e some few of the reasons why you are not in fellowship
with the old western baptists, and we will make the thing
more plain by comirg a little nearer home. ' Your manifest
:ellowship to incorporated monied institutions by legislativé
authority, together with your own attempts for the accom-
plishment of such things, is expressive of a principleso ig
norant of the nature of the religion of the Saviour, wicked
and mischievous in its effects and consequences, that the
“western baptists,” as well as all other sound ba;rli.sts n
every age of the world, are unwilling to extend their fel-
lowship to the support of such a principle. And again, sir,

ed




Chureh Advocate. s

“you no doubt, well recollect that in August, 1825, at Gilgal
mketing house, Lawrence county, Indiana, on Sunday at
the White river association, that you did then and there
astate to a large congregation, “that when a man gotup to
preach, and told his congregation that he was dependant on
the immediate aid of the Divine Spirit to enable him to
preach, that it was simplicity, for there was no such a thing,”
you then endeavored to reason away the idea of the preach-
er’s dependance on the Divine Spirit, and labored to make
the people believe that the ability of preaching the gospel
was alone by natural acquirements. Now, sir, what more
could Mr. A. Campbell bave said on-that ground? and yet
you ann to impose yourself on the public as a western bap-
tist. Had you not better stop, or uct the part of an honest
man, and let the public know the reasons why you have re-
sided so long in the state of Illinois, and still keep your
claim to church membership as a baptist in the state of Mis-
souri; and why it is, that you cannot get a seat in'the or-
derly baptist associations in the state of Illinois, and that
even at the last Sangamon association, after stating that you
had come to preach, and preach you would: you infringed
on the arrangement of the association by imposing yourself
on the congregation. It is true that you stand connected
with some of the Missouri baptists, but that will not make
you a sound western baptist, except you will retract from
your errors, for they will lose theirstanding with the sound
baptists in the west, sooner than they can bring you in your
errors to be felloyshiped by them.

In the 64th No 2d vol. 86th page of the Pioneer, you
produce further evidence that you are not of the western
baptists faith and order. You there, afier giving some
account of the §angamon Association, and the opposition
in their bounds to missions, &e, you invite the attention of
the brethren in the old states to this circumstance, inform-
ing them, that these illiberal occupiers of such “anti-chris-
tian grounds,” yet are called by the baptist name; while
vou “entreat them to send out missionaries to teach this
misguided people the way of the Lord.” The mystory is
now unfolded, the destination is plain, the tree is to be
known by its fruit, your faith is proved by your works.—
Every man will look to the God he worships,and on whom
he depends. You, sir, pray to the brethren in the old states
for missionaries. And the sound western baptist, being

»»i
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taught of the Lord, looks to him as the Lord of the harvest,
to send out laborers in his vineyard. You, sir, must cer--
tainly have blind teeth, and are taking the big head; for if
you had one eye only half open, you certainly would se¢
that if those missionaries were sent, that they would not
be received amongst those baptists where you yourself can
not be admitted. No sir, these are baptists of the old apos-
tolic stamp, whose “faith does not stand in the wisdom of
men, but 1n the power of God;” and will not accept of the
product of the eastern nor western man-made preaching
manufactories. You may cause the baptists in the west
considerable trouble; but the Moabites left in Jerusalem,
though enemies, were no doubt advantageous to Israel, in
keeping them close on their watch. You, sir,can have no
justifiable excuse for your wicked course, neither should
truth suffer, in place of you' receiving your just deserts.
Because you well know, that you are causing so far as your
influence extends, confusion and distress among the western
baptists; and that your success will be at the sacrifice of
all christian union, with all the captives taken by you; for
it is as impossible for God’s children, who strictly adhere
to the instruction of their Divine master, to fellowship your
errors, as it is for them to “be partakers of the Lord’s ta-
ble, and of the table of the Devil.” = “Offences must needs
come; but wo! tothat man by whom they come.” The
baptists in the west, have already suffered much by such
intruders as you; but the Lord has wonderfully provided
for, and preserved them.

My remarks may appear very censorious to gome; but
the factis, there is a vast difference, in my view, between
correcting the errors of a christian, and that of meeting the
bold intruders on the rights, virtues, faith and order of the
gospel church; and I too well know, by something like
fourteen years sad experience, that the common zealous
supporters of this man-made mission system, are too far lost
to a sense of truth, virtue, and christian feelings, for them
to beregarded and treated as brethren in the Lord; for Sa-
tan himseif scarcely manifested more assurance in tempt-
ing Chirist, than what is common to be seen in those upstart
intraders; and I know that a pointed and absolute stand is
requircd, to lmpede the progress of their strong surges
against God’s invisible Zion; therefore, Mr. J. M. Peck,
need noy think styange to be met as one of those uncoascis
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onable intruders on the western baptists. However, should
I be mistaken respecting his want of knowledge and feel-
ing on the subject of true religion, I do hope that my errors
will shortly be corrected by a retraction from error on his
part; or by a mark of candor in changing the title of his
late periodical, and letting the public know that he had been
mistaken; and that in fact, he is notof the faith and order
of the old fashioned baptists, who are entitled to claim their
origin in Christ, and his apostles, and have existed some-
thing like eighteen hundred years, without resorting to such
measures as he i now advocating; therefore, they holding
the right of the house, or order of the gospel church, are
fully justifiable in rejecting all intruders of every descrip-
tion, with such positive firmness, that the Devil will be
compelled to flee from them.

Being admonished by the length of this article, I must
come to a close without bringing to view the apparent dan-
gers resulting to both church and state, from incorporated
moneyed institutions, under the name of religion; while

the strong exertions to fill the Mississippi valley with Sun-

day schools, presents some cause of alarm; particularly

_ when noticing the moneys expended for that purpose; and
some disposition manifested in the east to govern the west;
together with the train of institutions connected,all calcu-
lated to prepare the youthful mind to answer some design.
This subject may hereafter call our attention. -

I hope, Mr: Peck, you will in future present facts in their
true colours, and thereby save me from the trouble of cor-
recting your errors. The rebukes of a friend, is better
than the kisses of an enemy,

Yourwell wisher,
* . DANIEL PARKER,

A short account of some few associations.

The Wabash district associaiion of Regular baptists,
lays mostly on the west side 6f the Wabash river, from
gomething like one hundred to one hundred and sixty miles
(by land) toits junction with the Ohio river, This being .
the oldest association in this quarter, parts of several asso-
ciations have been taken from her. Some years past, she
went through a severe struggle in repulsing the errors which
were aimed to be imposed on her by the supporters o the

-principles and praetice of the baptist board of foreign mis-
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gions, (so called.) In this struggle, she has relieved fierset®
of the Ashdod mixture, so that her children can now be
distincily understood in the predestinarian line of doctrine,
as God in his word and by his spirit has taught them. She
now consists of seventeen churches, fonr hundred and
eighty-threc members, eleven ordained preachers, and five
or six that are licensed.

The Eel river association includes an extensive bounds
north-east of the Wabash, mostly oa the east side of the Wa-
bash river, conisting of about twenty churches and nearl
the same number of preachers, and six hundred and fifty
members, /

The Little Wabash association includes a bounds south
of the Wabash association, and west of the Wabash river.
Not having an accurate account from her this year, I am
not prepared to state precisely her situation, though she
numbers near twenty churches, and between four and five
hundred members.  She has but a moderate supply of min-
isters, but 1 learn that the Lord is raising up some in her
bounds.

The Salem association lies eastof the Little Wabash, has
pineteen churches, six ordained preachers, three licensed,
and eight hundred and seventy-eight members. In one
church about one hundred have been received by experience
in the year past, and the glorious work is still progressing.

The Blue river association, occupies a s<ope west of
Louisville on the north-west side of the Ohio river. ‘Al-
though I was at her session in September last, yet, not hav-
ing her Minutes, I am unprepared to state her numbers cor-
rectly. From her former Minutes, she consists of hetween
fifteen and twenty churches, and five or six hundred mem-
bers; but moderately provided for in the way of preachers,

These five associations now named, stand united togeth-
erin corresponence, particularly through the mediuw of the
Wabash association. They generally distinguish: them-
selves by the title, Regular or Predestinarian baptists.—
They stand against the corrupting errors of the baptist
board of foreign missions, (so called) and itis very observ-
able, that where this is the case, there is but little hold ox
room for Campbellism to take place. 1t is truly soul-revi-
ving to see the bretheren composing these associations uni-
ted, as possessing the heart of one man, standing as a wall
against the stream of corrupting errors of every kind angd
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from every quarter, all speaking the same thing; which

roves that they being Zion’s children, are all taught of the

rd, while the Lord is moderately progressing this work
among them.

The Sangamon association, includes an extensive bounds
north-west of the Wabash association, in the western part
of Illincis. She is composed of thirty-nine churches, hasg
about twenty-nine preachers, and eleven hundred members,
At her last meeting she agreed to divide into, perhaps, four
associations. Ather request, and she being found sonnd in
the faith and orderly in practice, a correspondence is open-
ed between her and the Wabash association, which forms
another extensive link of the chain of correspondence with
the sound old fashioned baptists in this western country,
who pointedly refuse a correspondence as an evidence of
of Christian fellowship with the supporters of the princi-
ple and practice of the baptist board of foreign missions
and every other stream of corrupting error, now engageti
for the overthrow of the gospel church.

A new association has been recently formed in an exten-
sive fertile territory, north of the Wabash association, call-
ed the Danville association of Illinois. This association is
now small, but the prospect of her speedy growth is very
flattering. The Lord is no doubt at werk in that quarter,.
and gathering together the scattered children of Zion. In
the late Minutes of the Wabash association, her churches
are cautioned against some Campbellite preachers in that
quarter, who were aiming to establizh a nest egg that would
be hatching vipers. This caution is expressive of the view
of the Wabash association respecting Campbellism, and of
her determination in guarding hier churches against its cor--
rupting infiuence; and as the laying aside of articles of
faith, 15 the entering wedge of Campbellism, or the late re~
formers (as they call themselves,) I hope this caution is not
entirely in vain; for some few in that quarter, (as well as
many elsewhere) not duly considering the great necessity
of distinguishing articles between truth and error these
critical times, have expressed themselves as being indiffer-
ent about them, or in reality, opposed to '@hem. But I was
happily disappointed by a personal interview at the forma<
tion of that association, with many of the principal preachs
ers snd members in that quarter, in finding them to Le, as ¥

belig 2, sound orderly baptists; and that the suspicion thig
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modern reformers were likely to got a stand there, had origi
nated more from some unguarded expressiods and misun-
derstandings, than existing realities, These brethren stand
opposed to confession of faith, as standing between us and
the word of God, to which we have to apply to know what
we believe; but they stand firm ia maintaining the neces-
sity of expressionsof faith,as terms of union by which er-
ror may be detected, truth preserved in the pure points of
gospel doctrine, (particularly in the internal work of the
spirit,) the faith of God’s elect expressed to each member
of the body of Christ, and the church distinguished from
all false sects. 'This association is, in my opinion, formed
on sound principles, and isaiming to open a correspondence
with the Eel river and W “ash asseciations, well under-
standing with whom she ig about to unite. Thus our fears
from that quarter may entirely subside, particularly with
those united in that association, Should heresy appear
among them, we can have access to the gospel discipline
with them as they can with us, while we should receive
them as dear brethren to our help, and be ready to assist
them all we can.

From anextract of a letter in the 2d number of the Ist
volume of the “Western Baptist,” some may suppose that
Campbell’s erroneous doetrine is making extensive havoc
among the baptists in the Wabash Country. As to the
truth of this, I say I have not knowledge at this time, of
one church preacher nor member in the baptist union, from
the mouth to the head of the river, on neither side, who are
attempting to vindicate any point of Campbell’s doctrine,
which differ from the old baptist doctrine, except some in-
cluded in the bounds of the Union association, with whom
the Wabash association and her correspondents have no-
thing to do in Christian union, -

The Union association appears to be composed of a mix-
ture, laying principally east of the Wabash river, and of
the Wabash association; including, twenty churches, 746
members, and about the usual number of preachers. Her
disorder in her formatien in support of the mission system,
with ber disorderly conduct since, has not only caused the
gound baptists on the Wabash heart felt sorrow in the loss
of many precious brethren, rather than surrender the truth;
but also, has opened a way, or place, for the corrupting er.
wrs of Mr. A. Camphgll, into the Wabash country, but she
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is now struggling aghinst said errors, and it is sincerely
hoped that she will relieve herself of all her disorder, and
unite with her brethren to the help of the Lord against the
- mighty, Batfor the God dishonoring, corrupting errors
brought in among the baptists by the advocates of the mis«
sion spirit and principle, there is no doubt but that the baps«
tists in the whole scope of the Wabash country, would now
have been an united people against error, and Campbellism
could hdve had no hold here. ; i

The Lost River association, consisting of eighteen chur-
ches, nine ordaiied, and three licensed preachers, and 551
members, although she stands firm against A. Campbell’s
orrors, in support of the regular baptist faithand order, yet
there appears in her body such an attraction to the mission
principle, that she maintains by her correspondence, the
disorder of the Union association, to the sacrifice of the
fellowship of the Wabash association, and her gorrespons
dence.

The White River association, consisting of twenty chur-
ches, about eleven ordained,. five licensed preachers, and

641 members. This association in her minutes of 1830, .

has in her deliberations, particularly in her circular, (of
which we have not room to speak) expressed much in de-
fence of truth against Mr. A. Campbell’s errors. But we
are truly sorry that her conduct in 1825, while under the
influence of the mission spirit, was such that the support-
ing of truth and gospel order, compels us still to bear in.
mind the unsurmountable barrier which she has raised be.
tween herself and the Wabash association, by inserting in
the face of her Minutes, wilfully and knowingly, regard-
less of pointed warnings of the errors of her course, that
which was not correct, and no doubt but was designed for

the injury of the Wabash association, and for the benefit of

the I_Jnion association, in her disorder to the support of the
mission principle. 1had hoped that the spirit of reforma.
tion and respect to good order, which caused the White ri-
ver to drop her correspondence with the Union association
would have led her to have removed that bar out of the
way which she has raised and only can remove, g
The Danville association of Indians, which has existed
about two years, including something like ten or twelve
churches of sound baptists, has deprived herself of the
union of the Wabash association, and her correspondence

p
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#n an erderly way, by uniting with the White river assecr-
ation, until the aforesaid barrier is removed.

The Indianapolis association (this is around the seat of
government in Indiana) consists of sixteen churches, and

" by their minutes, six ordained preachers, one licensed, and
six hundred and eighty-six members. Although some
churches in this association have laid aside their articles of®
faith, yet the association adheres to, and is sustained by
sound articles, while a large majority of that body appear
to be awake to the necessity of all the churches returning
and adhering strictly to the principles of union by which
the errors of the modern reformers may be detected; and
they will no doubt shortly reclaim their brethren, or set
them aside from hedging up the way of a free access to a
Christian union with the sound old baptists. Their Circu-
lar merits a place in the Church Advocate, which it shall
find, if we have room,

The Regular Baptist association at Con’s creek, Shelby
county, Indiana, met for organization the fifth Friday in
October, 1830, and arranged to do the business of an asso-
ciation the next day. This association was composed of
six churches which had withdrawn from the Flat Rock as-
sociation in consequence of doctrine maintained there,
which they did not believe. She appears to have four or-
dained preachers, three licensed and two hundred and one
members. This little band is united on sound principles,
and though few in number, yet if the God of Israel be their
defence, they need not fear; and it really appears to me, as
if the Lord has set them there as lambs among wolves, for
a d=fence of his truth, and a witness against error.

The want of room at present, forbids me in bringing te
view further information respecting associations in Iilinois,
Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, &c. However, in tonclusion, I
shall take room to observe, that the absolute stand taken by
the Franklin association in Kentucky, against the progress
of Mr. A. Campbell’s doctrine, is likely to prove advanta-
geous to the haptists in that quarter. A distinction is tak-
ing place in different parts b iween truth and error, and
their supporters, which is a good thing, and the only way
it appears to preserve the church;; for fire and water is about
83 easy to reconcile together, as truth and error,
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The diversity of gifts given by the same spirit, for the
edification of the body and benefit of the church, is not to
be considered as being contradictory gifis, but gifts filling
differen! pinces for difforent uses and purpoges, acting in
conjunction together, for the perfection aud edification of
the church, the body of Christ. - This being the case, much
of the usefulness and benefits of those gifts in and to the
church, depends ©n her own conduct in rightly arranging
and placing the gifts in her body, while great care should
be used on the part of the members, through whom those
gifts are given. 'The church by her neglect on this subject
gives the enemies of the Divine Spirit and its work, a great
advantage which they have lately used to a great extent in
abusing the gifts of the spirit, by criticizing on the way
that some men whom God had not qualified, to bring to
view the doctrinal part of religion, had handled some par-
ticular points of doctrine. The church too often puts for-
ward men as doctrinal preachers, to whom God has given
different gifts, which often cause contradiction in the min-
istry,and gives the enemy an advantage. Some men had
much better attend to experimental and practical religion,
and treat on particular interesting subjects in the gospel

field ; than to take texts of Scripture, and undertake to un- -

fold the mysteries of God’s word and the doctrinal points
of religion; and it is the duty of the church to attend to
the regulation of these things. Religion consists of sever-
al points, branches or streams, proceeding from God, its
Divine Author, (neither of which can be disputed with,) and
we should know, that while returning to God again, draw-
ing its subjects to him, that one stream or branch should ne-
ver cross another stream, but unte together in one current,
"Thus we should know that when Christians or preachers are
crossing each other’s tracks, there is something wrong.—
Preachers being unguardedly zealous on the point of reli--
gion which most weights his mind, and on which he feels

the deepest interest; not duly considering what belongs to

other branches, and what is the work given to other labors
in the same gospel field, is sure to err and produce difficul-
ties, :
A man who has no zeal, is of but ljitle use to the church.
A man with an untempered zeal, in fayor of his own pecu-
liar point, is sure to be troublesome, The Body ef Christ
should be rightfully tempered together. In the call to the
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work or exercise of the mind, which causes the man to en-
gage publicly in the gospel field; the work designed for him
to do, is but seldom manrifested. This is to be known by the
exereise of ‘the gifts in the church, & by her placed it in its
proper place. But few men, if any, are qualified and pre-
pared to fill every station in the gospel field. The man to
whom God has given the great work of expounding the
Scriptures on the doctrinal points of religion, and made it
his duty to defend doctrinal truths to the exposition of the
doctrinal errors of the enemy. His mind is so weighted on
that subject, viewing the God-honoring and soul-saving
beauties of the gospel doctrine, as revealed in God’s word
with the solemn injunction, which God has enjoined on him
to defend his truth against error, that he dares not give one
inch to error, should his absolute stand cost him his natu-
ral life, and all that the world calls good and great. His
mind now is not so much weighted with the worth of souls,
as with the precious cause of truth; therefore his labor is
for the establishment of the church in the trath, that she
may grow in grace and knowledge of Christ, and thereby
prepare her to withstand corrupting errors. If the man is
not How close upen his watch, the devil will take the ad-

vantage of his zeal, and creep in, filling him with jealous-

ies, and perhaps prejudices, against other labors in the field,
because they do not oceupy the-same ground with himself,
making him believe that those warm exhorters,who are com-
manding men every where to repent, and urging the chil-
dren of God to seriously reflect on the worth of souls, en-
gage at a throne of grace in the behalf of sinners, and
pray the Lord for the prosperity of Zion, by gathering in
her scattered sons and daughters, are all a set of arminians
depending on the will and power of man for salvation,
which will perhaps cause him to level his artillery against
the Lord’s work, for this is the Devil’s object, he wishes
to set Zion at war in herself, and thereby produce ex-
tremes, confusion and divisions; and no doubt with me,
but that for want of thosé necessary precautions, much dis-
tress has been caused among the children of God. Those
doctrinal preachers should remember that God has his way
in gathering in his children, as well as in guarding his
church from error, and that the labors of those exhorting

preachers, as we call them, are generally more blessed in

that thing, than theirown. They also shonld know that

-
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the doetrinal points of religion, is not contradicted by call-
ing on people to do their daty. But when the glory of God
- and power of grace, is invalidated by preachers laboring to
make people believe that the power and will to repent be
converted, and worship God in spirit and in truth, is innate
in man, thenitis high time to detect those errors, and the
church should take such preachers in hand. :

The man to whom God has given the great work of call-
ing in his children, and stirring up Christians to their duty,
his mind is so weighted with the worth of souls, viewing
them sporting in their sins on the brink of eternal ruin, no-
thing but the forbearing mercies of God in preserving thé
brittle thread of life, keeping them out of an awful hell, be-
yond the reach of mercy, with such a sense of duty that God
réquired of him to warn sinners to flee the wrath to come,
that he dares not hold his peace. This man’s mind-is not
so much concerned about the victory being gained on the
part of truth against error; his sole object and delight is in
sinners being converted and brought home to the church;
and whatever appears to step in the way of that work, -
rouses his opposition or meets his displeasure. And altho?
this man may be convinced that nothing shert of the pow-
erof grace, can bring a sinner to Christ for salvation; yet
if he does not watch closely, he will lean to the arminian
side of the question, and the Devil will take the advantage
of his zeal, and make him believe that those predestinarian
or doctrinal preachers are fatalists or antinomians, and there-
by raise his opposifion to the progress of the doctrine of
that grace, which must accomplish his great desires in the
salvation of sinners, by which he will cause a distress in
the church, (this is what the Devil wants) and perhaps ter-
minate in his exclusion, which would be better than for
error to get the victory over truth. So I conclude those ex-
horting preachefs, (forso they are, let them take what text
they may) should consider that God designs his truth by
which sinners are made free, to be maintained as well as
sinners to be converted to love it, and that they should be
careful to attend to their own business, and not to step in the
way of others,

The man whose mind is particularly led to feed the lambse
of the fold, may become tempted, when strong meat is giv-
to the cld sheep. 'The man who is very zealous for the or-
derly orperfect walk or conduct of his brethren, if he does
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not watch closely, will neglect .o mark well his own w6
and therefore fail to pray for his brgthren, and to bear with
their imperfection, looking for more perfection in them, than
they could find in themselves. Similar e nes might be
noticed in the zeal attending the gifts of prayer, govern-
ment, &c. But in conclusion let 1t suffice to say, that
whenever we become so zealous on one point of the Chris-
tian religion, that we forget, neglect, or lose sight of other
essential parts or points, we may know that the enemy has -
got the advantage of us, and we should be engaged with
the Lord to know what is the matter, and to save us from
error and extremes, while the church should duly consider
her duty in exercising the rights and power vested iné:r.
. [Ep.

As the worshippers of idols, and advocates of false reli-
gion, evinces as great a zeal, as the worshippers of the liv-
ing God, will their zeal do totrust for salvation? If not;
is it right that a distinction be made between the false and
the true zeal? If so, by whom, and how shall that thing
be done? keeping in view that both may or do claim the bi-
ble to be on their side.

Let us take a close and candid view of the confused
state of things in the religious world, and then reflect.—
Can God be confused or frustrated? If so, may he not cease
to be God. If not, on which principle, the arminian or the
predestinarian, is it most reasonable that his glory will be
sustained ?

As this work is not designed to enhance my own wealth,
but for the public good, I shall not withhold it from those
who wish 2 “discontinuance,” on account of their incon-
venient situation to pay for it, I hope they will pay the
postage. In the crowd of business, it is highly proba-
ble, that some mistakes may have taken place respecting
subseribers. T hope thatnone will consider themselves de-
signedly neglected, but correct the error through their post
master, as soon as possib]e. As 1 cannot meet all the cal}s
for the first volume, I hope that some of my subseribers will
accept o‘f_ some broken Numbers, gratis. Ep.

DANIEL PARKER, EDITOR.
BLIHU STOUT, PRINTER, VINCENNES, INDIANA,
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