











standing heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between
good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a
people? And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had
asked this thing. And God said unto him, Because thou hast
asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life, neither
hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine
enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern
Judgment; behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, 1
have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there
was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise
like unto thee. And I have also given thee that which thou hast
not asked, both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be
any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. And if thou
wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my command-
ments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy
days.

It is indeed a thrill to those of us at Abilene Christian College to
welcome each of you to this great event which honors Dr. John
Christopher Stevens, the eighth President of Abilene Christian
College.

You have gathered from throughout the world as students,
faculty, alumni, parents, friends, and official delegates. We
certainly do appreciate your attendance.

At this time | would like for you to recognize (you will have
an opportunity to meet them individually this afternoon) the
family of Dr. Stevens. They are seated on the first center row in
Section A. Would you stand please, the family of Dr. Stevens.

Also seated in Section A are the Emeriti of the College, who
have given many, many years to the work and progress of this
institution; members of the Advisory Board and National
Development Council; and distinguished members of our local
citizenry, the state, and national government.

Among our distinguished guests is the Honorable Gus
Mutscher, speaker of the House of Representatives of our State.
. . . Also on the platform are several people that | would like for
you to recognize at this time: Dr. Fred Barton, dean of the
Graduate School, serving as Chief Marshal of the Procession . . .;
Mr. Lawrence L. Smith, vice president for finance; Mr. Robert
D. Hunter, vice president for public relations.and development;
Mr. L. D. (Bill) Hilton, business manager; and Mrt. Garvin
Beauchamp, vice president for student personnel services.

We are pleased and honored today to have some 214 official
delegates from colleges and universities throughout the United
States and three foreign countries. We are especially pieased

that some fifty-three college and university presidents, vice

presidents, and deans could be here personally to represent their
institutions.

Also we would note that some thirty-six delegates from
learned societies, educational associations, and other organiza-
tions have honored us with their presence.

I know you would want me to express our appreciation to

members of the Students Association of the College, Inter-
preters Council, Student Senate, Parents Association, and the
Alumni Association for their part in these ceremonies. Were it
not, of course, for all of these people who have worked so
diligently it would be impossible for us to have it.

| call your attention to the fact that the Processional,
entitled ““Cortege,” was composed by Dr. M. L. Daniels, head of
the Department of Music of the College, especially for the
Inauguration of President Stevens, The Recessional, “Onward
Excellence,” has been composed for the lnauguration by Mr,
Charles Trayler, assistant professor of music and director of
bands.

And now | am pleased and honored to present, for special
words of greetings to the President, representatives of our
College family and distinguished guests.

First, may | present the president of the Abilene Christian
College Students Association, Mr, Walt Cabe, a graduate student
in Bible from Chase, Alabama. . . .

To the delegates, distinguished guests, large gathering of
honored parents and friends, may I extend the greetings of our
entire student body to you personally and welgome you to our
campus for this historic occasion, the Inauguration of the eighth
President of Abilene Christian College, Dr. John Christopher
Stevens: A historic occasion since in our age the academic
revolution has made some highly specialized and demanding
requirements of those men who undertake the administration of
a college.

It is our firm conviction, as-students, that Dr. Stevens is this
kind of highly skilled administrator who can offer stability in
the midst of doubt and confusion, honesty in the midst of
intense questioning and examination, both from within and
without the community itself, and can give the kind of guidance
and fulfillment of a vision that is far greater than any one man.

If indeed the greatest need in the world is for truly Christian
education, and, if we are committed to offering that kind of
deepening, broadening experience, then we as students, who
have placed our confidence in the mutual experience of this
community, give heartiest endorsement to this appointment of
Dr. Stevens. We pledge support in the search to more
completely'know the source of all truth and look forward with
greatest expectation to the most significant days of Abilene
Christian College yet in the future.

And now it is indeed a personal pleasure to me to present Dr. B.
J. H‘u-mble, who for six years has served as a member of the
Abilene Christian College Bible Department and was named
dean of the College last September. A distinguished teacher and
scholar, Dr. Humbie will speak for the faculty. . . .

... I am honored to salute Dr. Stevens today and to pray that
God may sustain him for the great task ahead. The oppor-






administration in full confidence that that for which Abilene
Christian College has stood since 1906 will continue to be its
goals, its aims, and its achievements.

From our Nation’s capital three elected officials of our State
honor us by being here for this occasion today.

Our own Congressman Omar Burleson, who has served the
people of this district for more than twenty-three years and
who some time ago was named to the powerful House Ways and
Means Committee, has made a special effort to be here this
morning, not only as a Trustee of the College (which he has
been since 1938), but particularly to bring his own personal
greetings to Dr. Stevens. He attended Abilene Christian College
and Hardin-Simmons University and received his law degree
from Cumberland University. An honorary Doctor of Laws
degree was conferred upon him by Hardin-Simmons University
only recently. ...

Thank you, Dr. Adams. Dr. Adams, Dr. Morris, and Dr. Stevens,
my colleagues in the Congress, Senator Yarborough and Senator
Tower, Speaker Mutscher: Oh — I would like to call the names
of all of you and those who do us honor by their presence here
this morning, and if I did that my three minutes would be gone.

I just want to tell you that a little thing happened a couple
of weeks ago . . . in the Congress. A man sitting next to me, and
a man of another race that would not particularly respond to
the Protestant or the Catholic religion, said to me, “You are
from Abilene, Texas; I have had a son at Dyess Air Force Base.
There are three wonderful institutions that are in that city.”
And he had been on the campus of Abilene Christian College,
and he had gotten some of the spirit. This man is from deep in
Brooklyn. And he was telling me what a wonderful institution
this is, hearing it from his son.

Now that suggests to me that this great institution is known
throughout the width and breadth of our Land, not only in the
brotherhood, but by people who are interested and who have
seen what is on the letterhead, “Educating for Christian
Living.” And now as men who have preceeded Dr. Stevens —
who helped to build this great institution, such as Dr. Morris
and other illustrious and dedicated men — Dr. Stevens will carry
on in a way that will make Abilene Christian College familiar to
people, by reason of its purpose, its dedication, its mission to
boys and girls who come here for an education.

And Senator Yarborough and Senator Tower, we have a lot
of colleagues in the Congress and a lot of people that we
know . . . in Washington that 1 would like to see . . . on
this occasion . . . have the catching of a spirit, if but from
osmosis, on the campus of Abilene Christian College. And I
think you know well what [ mean.

In referring to this great man who is to head this institution,
I know of nothing greater which can be said of any man than,
“He is a good man.” And, Dr. Stevens, you are a good man.

The Honorable John Tower was reelected to his second term as
United States Senator in 1966. He is a member of three major
committees — Armed Services, Banking and Currency, and the
Joint Committee on Defense Production. Senator Tower is a
native of Houston but was graduated from Beaumont High
School. He received two political science degrees, his Bachelor
of Arts from Southwestern University and his Master of Arts
from Southern Methodist. He presently serves both of these
institutions as a trustee. Having been a college professor for nine
years prior to his election to the Senate, he is well aware of the
significance of such an occasion as this in the life of an
institution. We are honored additionally in that Senator Tower
is the personal representative of President Nixon, who has asked
Senator Tower to extend his greetings to President Stevens. . . .

Thank you, sir. Learned Chancellor, Mr. President, my distin-
guished colleagues, Senator Yarborough, Congressman Burleson,
Speaker Mutscher, Justice Pope, Mayor Welch, distinguished
faculty, students, and friends of Abilene Christian College. You
do me a very great honor indeed by allowing me to be here
today, to extend greetings to your new President. Beyond that
you give me the opportunity to be stimulated and inspired, to
see that church-supported higher education in the state of Texas
is very much alive indeed. Heaven help us if the day should ever
come that the state will have a monopoly on higher education. I
can assure you that in Washington we are very conscious of the
vital role that church-supported education institutions play in
American life. Certainly members of your government are
conscious of this.

The two letters that I will read to you are written by men
who themselves are products of privately-supported institutions
of higher education. The first:

Dear Dr. Stevens:

It is indeed a pleasure to have this opportunity to offer my
hearty congratulations and compliments to you on this special
occasion of your Inauguration as President of A bilene Christian
College.

Throughout your more than twenty years of service at
Abilene, you have made many valuable contributions to the
betterment of education. As you now assume the tremendous
responsibilities and face the new challenges of leading one of
our nation’s outstanding colleges, please accept my warmest
good wishes for a successful and productive term of office, and
my, deep appreciatioy for your dedication and willingness to
serve.

Kindest regards.

Sincerely,

ROBERT FINCH

Secretary of the Department

of Health, Education, and Welfare




































noon in McGlothlin Campus Center, when you will have an
opportunity to extend your personal greetings to President and
Mrs. Stevens and members of their family.

And now | ask that you join with the Band and the Grand
Chorus in the singing of our alma mater, after which you will
please again be seated.

O DEAR CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
O dear Christian College, we love you,
Our dear Alma Mater today;
Like the stars shining brightly above you
Your fame shall shine brightly for aye.
To you we'll prove faithful and loyal
While ever upholding the right.
And gladly we’ll give forth the royal
Three cheers for the purple and white.
Then well pledge our love to Christian,
To her is honor due:
While we gaily sing, let praises ring
For our Alma Mater true.

. . . We will now be led in the benediction by a great friend to
thousands over the nation — A. M. (Tonto) Coleman, who was
named Distinguished Alumnus of the Year 1966. He was
graduated in 1928 and went on to become a coaching success,
not only at Abilene Christian College as head foothall coach,
but in other distinguished posts including Georgia Tech. He has
been commissioner of the Southeastern Conference since 1966,
and we are pleased that he could be here with us today. . .. He
will now lead us in the benediction. . ..

Our Holy Father, we close this inaugural program with a prayer,
not because of custom, but because we realize without thee, thy
goodness, thy grace, and thy benevolence that Abilene Christian
College would be only a page in history. We pray for thy
continued blessings upon this great school.

Bless these, our Heavenly Father, who by their presence and
their participation have given us this great day of inspiration.
We pray our Heavenly Father that everything that we have done
has been pleasing unto thee and profitable unto us. -

We pray that President Stevens will receive the courage from
our encouragement and faith in thee to accept the great
responsibilities that are his. May he be true to the trust placed
in him by the Trustees, but more importantly, may he be true
to the trust given him by-thee. May his wisdom be thy wisdom;
may thy will be his will. We pray, our Heavenly Father, that
thou will bless him with health and happiness, and may he find
happiness, joy, and a sense of accomplishment for thee through
the lives of those who enter these halls of learning.

We pray, our Heavenly Father, that those of us who are here
and around the world who are a part of this College will
recognize our responsibilities and our obligations. We pray that

we may realize that the load is too great for one man. We pray
that we may all know, both President Stevens and all the sons
and daughters and friends of our Alma Mater, that this job is
too big for human hearts and hands, and that we will lean
heavily on thee and thus in leaning find the strength to stand.

Dismiss us now in thy love and keeping. In Christ’s name we
pray. Amen.

LUNCHEON ADDRESS OF DR. M. NORVEL YOUNG

PRESIDENT, PEPPERDINE COLLEGE
. . . L appreciate so much being asked to come back to my Alma
Mater and to participate in honoring President John, “President
Paul,” and “Head Beagle.” I have got some new titles; you will
have to put those in the catalogue. I have known him since he
was a freshman and I was about the same age, but I was a little
advanced in the grading at that time — I believe a senior. Really,
the first time I saw John Stevens, I didn’t feel like Dr. [Boyd]
Shafer. I really thought he was an unlikely candidate to be
President. He had just come in from the country, and he hadn’t
met Ruth yet. You have no idea how much she has improved
him. We pay her tribute today.

You know, we brought greetings from everybody, and I
thought surely it would be appropriate if I brought greetings
from all the dropouts through all the years — that wish you well
— ever since you were dean of students. I want to remind
President John that there is something very significant about
this occasion, and I hope he is having everything taped, because
never again in his administration will all the students, and all of
the faculty, and all of the alumni, and all of the competing
colleges here in Abilene, and the sister Christian colleges around
the world, and all of the Trustees, and all of the faculty wives
be in enthusiastic agreement with him. This is a high point;
from today on you will be making decisions that will affect
some of these people. But I know you will have the confidence
of most of them.

And I appreciated what you said about tenure in the office
and the fact that it is expensive to have these things. They tell
me, however, that the average tenure today is only six years or
two unbalanced budgets, whichever comes the first.

I salute John Stevens as a man of good will, big spirit, a man
who is interested in the big picture - following in the steps of a
big man. Don Morris has been a great leader in our Christian
college movement and we are so glad he could be here today.
Dr. George Benson, who is here today, has been one of the
pioneer leaders, and they have contributed so much to the unity
and cooperative spigit that exists today among the Christian
colleges related to the Churches of Christ around the world —
more than twenty of them. He believes that the rising tide lifts
all the ships, and I believe it does in Christian education. We
want to keep building a climate that will lift Abilene Christian
and all colleges of similar purposes and outlook. There is no
competition between lighthouses. There is enough darkness and
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