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URGENT APPEAL

DALLAS, TX: We have just receiv-
ed a letter and overseas telephone
request from people who transport
thousands of Chinese Bibles into
China each day. They are capital-
izing on the great desire of hun-
dreds of thousands of Chinese
students to learn English. They
have taken in copies of the Simple
English Bible (also known as the
International English Version
oversees) and found tremendous
acceptance. The S.E.B. pocket size
is very compact and literally hun-
dreds can be carried with very little
weight or bulk. These will be de-
livered to requesting English insti-
tutes and house churches by tour-
ists and couriers from various
religious backgrounds. This ‘‘good
seed’’ with features of clear and
accurate translation (including
the proper rendering of the English
word ‘‘immerse’’ for the Greek
word ‘‘baptizo’’) and an all-scrip-
ture Soulwinner’s Guide to Bible
Study will allow the teaching and
convicting of thousands of Chinese
people.

They will pay for transportation
of all of the Simple English Bible
New Testaments that can be fur-
nished. They need 10,000 copies
immediately and wish at least that
many each month. The cost of
10,000 copies will be $7,500.00.
This would be an excellent project
for congregations or individuals
that would like to teach inside the
otherwise closed doors of mainland
China. Please contact Lynn D.
Yocum, International Bible Foun-
dation, P.O. Box 814565, Dallas,
Texas 75381, (214) 241-0800.

I’M DYING TO MEET GOD

“I have a desire to depart and be with
Christ’’ (Phil. 1:23).

One used to hear people from time to time
comment ‘‘I'm dying to meet him (or her)”
with respect to some movie star, idol or other
tamous or attractive person. But, I suppose the
only one who is on record as having ever
meant such literally was the apostle Paul when
he wrote such of Christ in the above passage.

Most people fear death, in main probably
because it is totally new to the one who ex-
periences it. No one has come back from the
dead to tell us about it and so it falls into the
category of the unknown...and many people
tear the unknown. Some fear death because
while they are essentially unbelievers they do
wonder if there is a punishment to be experi-
enced once they have passed through the door

of death.
Paul spoke of death as ‘‘gain’’ to him.

The rich fool of Luke in chapter 12 was to ex-
perience ‘‘loss’’ in death. Those persons who
approach this world as if it were all there is,
those who lay up their treasure on earth and
those who seek the acclaim of men are heading
for a great loss, greater than this world knows.
On the other hand the ones who know this
world is not all there is, who lay up their trea-
sure in heaven, who suffer loss willingly
here and who seek only the approval of God
are those to whom death can legitimately be
called ‘“‘gain’’.

Christians serving the Lord well can feel
the need that others may have for them to
continue in this world, but for themselves
they can in truth speak of death for them as
‘“‘gain’’ and even say ‘'l have a desire to depart
and be with Christ’’. We meet God in prayer,
in worship and in Bible study and this we
thoroughly enjoy. But the sense in which we
meet and enjoy the presence of God eternally
involves physical death. Therefore, beloved,
we should not fear dying, for ‘‘we are dying to
meet God''....... and that’s the only way we

can! Wyatt L. Kirk
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