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YOUR LABOR IS NOT IN VAIN

I read in this morning’s paper that Barbara
McClintock, an 81-year-old botanist, had won
the Nobel prize for medicine. She was awarded
the prize for work she did with corn plants over
30 years ago, discovering migration of genes.
Why the award 30 years late? Because genetic
theory was not then advanced enough to appre-
ciate the importance of her findings. Her work
for decades was greeted with silence from the
medical community. But, the aged researcher
told an interviewer, she knew the value of her
experiments and continued them, knowing
that some day their worth would be recognized.

Most people would have quit. The intrinsic
worth of what we do or who we are becoming is
not enough for us; we want recognition, too.
Praise can become more important to us than
whether we contribute to life. And at times
they may be mutually exclusive. For Miss
McClintock it was precisely because her contri-
bution was so valuable that it was ignored,
even ridiculed. In her work she had to choose
between value and advancement in her field.
She made the rare choice and worked alone in
obscurity, missing all the large grants and pro-
motions.

Christians nowadays, may often be faced
with Miss McClintock’s quandry. In our jobs,
in our life choices, in our conversations, even
at church, we may wrestle with the dilemma of
choosing between pats on the back and being
a responsible person of integrity and of rich
investment in life. Vision of the kind shown by
this botanist—and incidentally also by Paul,
Jesus, Jeremiah and others—is unusual.
May God give us all the hope and courage
to know how priceless is one person living
righteously and energetically and lovingly
whether another living soul ever appreciates
one of the the wonderful things he does.

“ BULLETIN Wayne Dockery
DIGRT \== via St. Petersburg, FL
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How Else Will You Learn

One day a small boy was taking a walk with
his father. When they passed an unusual look-
ing truck, he said, ‘‘What’s that Daddy?’’

“‘I don’t know,’’ his father said.

Then they came to a large, old-fashioned
warehouse. ‘‘What’s in there, Daddy?’’ the
little boy asked.

‘I don’t know,’’ his father said.

Then they saw a man with a pneumatic drill
breaking up the pavement. ‘‘What’s that man
doing, Daddy?’’ the boy asked.

“‘I| don’t know,’’ his father said.

After they had walked on a short way in si-
lence, the little boy turned to his father and
said, ‘‘Daddy, do you mind me asking you so
many questions?’’

“‘Of course not,’’ said his father. ‘‘How eise
are you going to learn anything?’’

Now I Trust You

A young lady was vacationing in Florida,
when a little boy approached and asked:

‘‘Do you believe in God?’’ The girl nodded,
considerably surprised.

‘‘And do you always go to church on Sun-
day?”’

‘“Yes, | do,’”’ replied the girl, getting more
interested.

‘“And read the Bible?"’

‘“‘At every opportunity.’’

The little boy was noticeably relieved.
‘“Well, then,”’ he said, ‘‘Will you hold my
quarter while | go swimming?”’’

So That's Where It Came From

The idea for daylight-saving time came from
an old Indian chief who cut off one end of his
blanket and had it sewed on the other end to
make the blanket longer.
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HEALTH AND WEALTH
THEOLOGY

It has finally happened: A church paid its
folks $1.00 each to attend services recently.
A Lutheran church in Rochester, New York
gave each member and visitor a Susan B.
Anthony dollar ‘‘for their trouble when they
arrived for services.”” One of the church
officers commented, ‘‘Maybe some of them
will cHoose to give us the dollar back on the
offering plate, but if they don’t that’s all right.

My first reaction to this news story was to
shake my head in disbelief. But as I thought
about this incident later, it occurred to me that
our Lutheran friends in New York have only
done more boldly what other religious leaders
do more smugly—connect religion with finan-
cial rewards.

How many times have you heard someone
stand up to give testimony that went something
like this? ‘I was in trouble in my marriage,
going bankrupt in my business, and losing my
health. Then I gave my life to the Lord, and all
my problems vanished. My marriage is now
stable, my health is perfect, and I am making
more money than I ever have in my life. Praise
God!"’

This is the regular diet on some of the most
popular religious television shows in the
country. Consider, for example, Jim Bakker’s
PTL Club. Bakker consistently holds to a

’

“‘health and wealth theology,”’ believing
that God will bless Christians materially
whenever they are fully committed to Him.
Not long ago Bakker affirmed that in Africa
and India, the Christian’s homes are better
and more comfortable than non-Christian.
He jubilantly reported an incident of a man
who prayed for a brown Winnebago, and got
it.

The *‘health and wealth theology’’ lathers
good on television, but there is no Bible in it.
Material blessing or the lack of it says nothing
about one’s spirituality or commitment to
God. The Bible presents a realistic picture of
the Christian life, including humiliating fail-
ures, pain and struggle.

Those who paint the Christian life as one
continuous success are doing a tremendous
disservice to their listeners. When a person’s
experience is different, and illness, failure,
and financial reverse are a fact, he will reject
the whole *‘faith package,”” and decide that
God, if he exists at all, has no concern for His
people. Faith tied to a money-back guarantee
of God's protection is exactly the bargain
Satan wrongly accused God of sealing with
Job. That isn’t how God dealt then...or now.

Religion is not a mere business enterprise.
The final reckoning is not until judgment
and the *'living happily ever after’’ mentality
is not the Biblical pattern. On the contrary,
Jesus warns his disciples, “‘In this world you
will have troubles.”” But He quickly adds,
“‘But take heart! I have overcome the world."’
(John 16:33).

Christians worship and serve Jesus, not be-
cause when they do everything comes up
roses, but because He is Lord. Our faith is
that of Job’s who affirmed, ‘‘Though he slay
me, yet will I trust him'' (Job 13:15 KJV).
A faith based on any other consideration will
backfire.

BULLETIN ' Joe D. Schubert
[[ A via Richmond, VA
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