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CIHURCEIE ADVOCATE,
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VOLUME I1.] Truth is powerful. [ NUMBER 9

VINCENNES. JUNE 1831,

e ———————— — ——————

Zhen if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or
ghere; believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs and
JSalse firophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; inso~
much that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect,
MATTHEW, CH. 24, vs. 23, 24.

The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. Joun, cH,2,v. 17/

THE DOCTRINE OF THE TWO SEEDS,

As it appears that the doctrine of the two seeds, can no
longer rest in silence, I shall present to view, a few scrip-
tural accounts on that subject, together with some remarks
expressive of my understanding of those points of divine
writ, As what is revealed in God’s word is certainly de-
signed for the benefit of the church, and as we can know
nothing of spiritual and eternal things, as the first cause
or causes, nor of the effects produced, but from the authori-
ty of the Bible, and the' facts manifested, we should 2t ali
times, and in all cases, be willing to understand, know and
believe precisely what God in his word has declared to be
the facts in such cases, giving full latitude to the language
used in communcating a knowledge of those facts; know-
ing at the same time, that no advantage can arise to us ' y
believing error in the place of truth, The bare opinion of
any man or set of men should not be taken as evidence;
but God’s word is a rich treasure of wisdom, and so far ss
any man may unfold a true knowledge of this treasure,
that truth should be believed, though ¥ frustrate all
our former views of things. It having been my object to
know what is Bible truth, and believing that knowledge to’
be as free to me as any other man, I have spent but little
time in consulting the opinions of others, but have endea-
vored to understand for myself, what God has revealed to
man independentof all human traditions. My object now
12 to Jay before my readers some few scriptural declara-
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194 CHURCH ADVOCATE,

tions, which to my understanding proves the existence ¢f
the two seeds, and something of their production as mani-
fested in time; but before I proceed, I shall state two con-
siderations which I think will better prepare their minds to
understand the Bible truth on that subject,

First. When we think or speak of a seed, (no matter
what kind,) we should remember that the seed proves the
existence of an original cause which produced it, and that
it possesses in itself a future production of the same nature
of the original cause,

Second. The distinction should be kept in view, which
exists between the seed and the feminality which brings
forth the production of the seed, for although the seed can-
not bring forth without the co-operation with something of
the female nature, yet the production when brought forth,
possesses the nature and quality of the original stock or
cause which brought forth the seed, and was in it, indepen-
dent of the nature and quality of the feminality which
brought it forth. (Witness the same spot of earth bringin
forth vegetation according to the nature of their severa
seeds,)

It is true that I have heretofore written on this subject,
but I shall now, in a plain short way, attend to the Scrip-
tural acceunt of the two seeds, as though I had not written,
My readers must excuse me for being so short on many
points. As the subject is too copious for the room I have to
occupy, I hope they will improve on what I may say, and
not suppose that I have said all that might be said on the
subject; and should any of my readers be disposed to con-
demn what I say, they might do well first to examine if
they are net about to condemn the truth of God’s word,
Genesis iii. 15, 16, “And I will put enmity between thee
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed, and
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.
Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sor-
row, and thy?.tion; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth
children, and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he
shall rule over thee,” We should now ebserve with atten-
tion, First, that the existence of two seeds is here fully ex-
pressed, and the distinction plainly made between the two,
as one being the serpent’s seed, and the other the worpan’s
seed. Second. That the woman’s seed here spoken of was
Christ,and that Christ is elsewhere spoken of as the son of
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CHUREH APVOCATE, 195

wan, the seed of David, Abraham, &c. which will show that
the man and woman are but one, and diat God now spealk-
ing respecting the serpent, and the woman, speaks of her
seed in contradistinction to the serpe‘m’s'seed, while Christ
is expressed as being broughi forth in his humanity, by or
through the human family which God had created in Adum,
the figure of Christ; and when we remember that the man
and the woman are so complagely one, that the one is not
without the other, we can then uuderstand how Christ 18
spoken of as being the beginning of the creation of God;
the church being his bedy and fullness, was the created
matter; thus in his church, as his body, he was created,
whiie he himself, as God, was the creator, and so we may
understand that the woman’s seed here declared is expres-
sive of Christ and his church, as both being one, and of
course the members of Christ’s body, as well as Christ
hiwmself, are employed in the woman’s seed here soken of,
while the war and contest between Christ the king of Zion,
and the Serpent, as manifested between the two differeat
families is evidently declared, and the victory secured on
the part of Zion’s king, Third, We should observe ihat
it was the woman’s conception, and not her seed, that was
multiplied, and that this multiplication of the sorrow and
conception of the woman, was by the power of God, as a
chastisement on her for her transgression, while no doubt
the curse on the serpent was in view; this will show that
there was no additional number of herseed in consequence
of the inlet of sin into the world. Fourth. If the word
suliiply can be of any use in this place, it certainly does
prove that there was a conception divinely appoinied to
the woman, and that in consequence of sin, her concep-
tion was muitiplied, as being an additional number added;
and as the serpent had a seed, if the womau is not here
spoken to as being made susceptible of that seed, (through
the means of her husband, who had partaken of the forbid-
den fruit at her hands,) and her conceptivn so multiplied,
that she could and did bring forth that seed as the produc-
tion of the serpent, I have no knowledge how the serpent’s
seed has or could have been brought forth, norof the true
meaning of language; and if the serpent’s seed has never
been Lrought forth, there has been no manifes. enmity or
war between his seed and the woman’s seed, and of course
the declaration of war hetween them was an unmeaning
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or improper expression. Fifth. If we are to understand
the woman’s seed, to be Christ in his humanity, in which
God is manifested in the flesh, or to be the members of the
church. the body of Christ, we certainly are to under-
stand the serpent’s seed to be the serpent in humanity, mn
which iniquity is manifested in the flesk, or to be the mem-
bers of the body of sin and death. If the one seed has an
allusion to natures only, thesther certainly has to be un-
derstood in the same way, and therefore the certain exist-
ence of human beings or bodies are not expressed by either
of the two seeds. Sixth. If Christ partook of his bumani-
ty from the created stock which rendered him capable of
guffering for the sins of his church or people, and yet no
new creation took plate; so we may understand how the
serpent could, in his seed, partake of humanity from the
same created stock, by a display of divine power in multi-
plying the conception of creation, which renders him, in
his seed, capable of suffering the wrath of God for his
acts of rebellion against the rights and government of Hea-
ven, which he has manifested by seducing God’s good crea-
ted beings to sin, in which act he has got into the creation
of God, instilled his wicked nature into the hearts of God’s
creation, and thereby sowed his sced in the scil of nature,
which seed being of their father the Devil, is still mani~
festing the nature of the serpent against God and his chil-
dren, for which the glory and justice of God will appear
in executing his fierce wrath on them as punishment due
to the serpent. Seventh. By the multiplying of the sor-
row of the woman, we are not to understand that there
would have been sorrow or distress in the world, if sin had
not entered the world. No, this would contradict the very
nature of divine revelation; but we are to understand that
by reason of sin, sorrow had got into the world, and would
attend the conception which God had divinely appointed be-
fore sin entered the world, and that the multiplying of her
conception, would certainly multiply her sorrow, and there-
fore the Lord doth not say that I will greatly multipiy thy
sorrow in thy conception, but he saith 1 will greatly multi-

ly thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt
{;ring turth children, &c. This proves that the multipiied
sorrow of the woman belonged to that of her bringing forth
chiidren; and when we notice that the man was not cursed,
Qhough severely chastised) but the serpent was cursed for
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what he had done, and that the ground was cursed for
man’s sake, and made to briag forth an extra production to
his aflliction, it will assist our understanding in this sab-
ject. This the readér can do while I pass on. Gea. iy,
25. “And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son,
and called his name Seth, for God said she, hath appointed
me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.” Here
the womia ssems to have some understanding respeciing
the promised seed. She knowing that her power of con-
eeption was from the Lord, acknowledges at the birth of
Cain, that she had gotten a man from the Lord, yet her
declaration nor Cain’s conduct do not prove him to be a
man of the Lord; but Seth is understood by her to be a
seed given her by the Lord, instead of Abel, who evident-
ly was n man of God. And the Apostle John speaks of
Cain as being of the Devil, or that wicked one. Cha. v.
v. 1, &2, “This is the Book of the generations of Adam.
In the day that God created man, in ths likeness of God,
made he him; male and female created he them, and bies-
sed them, and called their name Adam in the day when thay
were created. And Adam lived a hundred and thirty years,
and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image, 1nd
ealled his name Seth.” We should now notice, First. That
the sacred historian was here giving us an accouat of the
geaerations of Adam, in the day that God created him,
Second. That although we have an account before this of
-the birth of Cain and Seth, and several generations of
Cain’s family, yet Cain appears not to be coanted as be-
Ionging to Adam’s generation, in the day that God created
man. Third, That Adam was created in the likeness of
God, and that Scth was begotten in the likeness, and after
the image of Adum; and if Ihave been correct in what I
have heretofore brought to view, as to Adam’s being crea-
ted in the image and iikeness of the triune God, we shall

now understand that Seth now stands as completely clear -

of the serpent’s seed being in him, as Adam did before
he fell; that although Seth was a sinner, as having ful-
len in Adam, yet he stood as the appointed seed from whom
should proceed the natural existence of the church of God,
and Christ after the flesh; hence St. Luke brings to view
that Christ came from the family of Seth, and that Seth
was the son of Adam, and that Adam was the son of God,
Chap Wi, v, 1., &e. “Aud it ¢age to pass, when men bes
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gan to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters’
were born unto them, that the sons of God saw the dauzgh-
ters of men that they were fair, and they took them wives
of all which they chose, And the Lord said, my spirit shall
not alwavs strive with man, for that he also is flesh; yet
his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. There
were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that,
when the sons of God came in anto the daughters of men,
that they bare children to them, the same became mighty
men, which were of old, men of reaown. Aad God saw
that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only
evil coatinuaily,” &e. We should here observe, First.
That two families are here brought to view ; one is designa-
ted as the children ‘or daughters of men, and the other as
the sons of sod: and 1f they be not the families of Cain
and Scth, I am at a loss to understand the truth of ‘he
Bil le respecting the creation of man, and Eve’s being the
mother of all living, Second. That the sons of God uni-
ting with the daughtersof men, broughtia a strange family
of chiidren, and was, or produced that great sin and evil
which caused the flood to be brought on the earth. Third.
A flesh is here brought to view which is so corrupt and cor-
rup.iag, that God declares that his spirit shall not always

“ strive with man, in consequence of his becoming tha: flesk,

This is no doubt that same flesh against which we are so
much warned in the word of truth. Fourth, That here is
the first account that we have of the corrupt wickedness of
the heari of man. Thus we may learn that the sons of
God taking wives of the daughters of men, produced a
great change of things. Verse 9. ‘‘These are the genera-
tions of Noah: Noah was a just man, and perfect in his
generations, and Noah walked with God,” &c. Thus it
appears that Noah in his generations had not mixed with
the daughters of men.  Aand this is represented as the
cause why he was preserved in the ark. Ihave only room
to remind my readers that the scriptural account of Ishmael
and lsaac presents to our view two families; and that of
Esau and Jacob, it is declared that there are two nations,
and two manner of people. This will teach us somethiag
if rightly understood, particalarly if we call to mind tha

God loved Jacob and hated Esuu, before the children were
born, or had deno either good or evil, and that Isaac. bles.
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sed Jacob with the patriarchal blessing, and Esau with the
earthiy blessing, and that Ishmael was to beget twelve
princes, and become a great nation; yet with [saac God es-
tablished his covenant, and 1n Isaac, Abraham’s seed is
called. Aad God said to Abraham, Genesis xvii, 7, “J
will establish my covenant between me and thee, and thy
seed after thee, in their generations, for an everlasting co-

venaat, to be a*God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.”.

St, Paul to the Gal, iii. 16, is pointed that this seed was
Christ, and that the seed is but one, and not many seeds.
This proves that the whole family of God or of Heaven iz
but one seed, and that Abraham was the literal father of
the natural existence of this seed; that in Isaac their natue
ral existence was secured, and their natjonal covenant bles-
sings to them; and that God is the father of the spiritual
existence of this seed; that in Christ their spiritual exist-
ence 1s secured, and their spiritual covenant blessings to
them. Thus St. Paual can say, 1 Cor, xii, 12, “For as the
body is one, and hath many members, and all the members

of that one body, being many, are -one body, so aisois

Christ,”” Here we learn that Christ and the church arz but
one seed, and so [ understand that the serpeat and the many
members composing his body of sin and death is bat one
seed. Thus there are two seeds, each one bringing forth
after its kind. T'rue it is, that the corrupt seed has so cor-
rupted the good created seed, that God’s family while un-
converted, are by nature the children of wrath, even as
others. * Not that they are the product of God’s.wrath, but
that by reason of sin and transgression, the wrath of God
micht as justly be executed upon them, as upon the sead of
the serpent. ~ So it is by grace alone that God’s children
are saved from wrath. To this view of things the Lord
saith, when speaking to Israel respecting her transgres-
sions, “Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right
seed: how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant
of a sttange vine unto me?? Jer. ii. 21. Hers itis plain
that God has planted wholly a right seed; that there was
no corruption in the seed which he had planted, but the na-
ble vine, the product of that seed had turned into the de-
generate plant of a strange vine unto the Lord. This right
geed and this strange vine are both brought to view by St.
Joha the Divine, Rev. 14th chap, Thesright seed is here
presented as the harvest ef the earth that was ripe, and the

4




200 CHURCH ADVOCATE:

first angel that appeared with a sharp sickle was instmcteﬂ
to reap it; and the strange vine is here represented as be-
ing the vineof the earth, whose clusters were to he gather-
ed by the second angel that appeared with a sharp sickle
in his hand. The degenerated state of the earth is cer-
tain!y here brought to view, and the degenerate plant or
stranze vine which captured and corrupted the wholly right
seed, (in natural creation,)is no doubt the prodact of a cor-
rup' seed, brought forth by meaas of the degeneratestate
of the earth, or creation, These angels did not reap to-
gether, neiiher did they gather what they reaped to'the same
place. The harvest of the earth is the product of the rizht
seod, which as wheat is gathered into the barn, (Mait. x1ii.
80.;) and the clusters of the vine of the earthis “cast into
the sreat wine press of the wrath of God.” 'The Saviour
himeself' still makes this subject more plain in Matt. xiii,
24, &c. “Another parable put he forth unto them, saying,
The kingdom of Heaven is likened unto a man who sowed
good seed in hid field, but while men slept his enemy came
and sowed tares among the wheat,and went his way. But
when the blade was sprung up and brought forth fruit, then
appeared the tares also. So the servants of the houschol-
der came and said unto him, sir, did thou not sow good
seed in thy field, from whence then hath it tares? He saith
unto them an enemy hath done this. The servants said
unto him, wilt thou that we go and gather them up? Bat
he said nay, lest while ye gather up the tares ye root up
also the wheat with them. Let both grow together until
the time of harvest, and 1n time of harvest I will say
to the reapers gather together first the tares, and bind them
in bundies to burn; but gather the wheat into my barn.”
Had the Saviour left this parable unexplained, then we
should have had a right to form our owa opinion as to what
the Saviour in reality intended to express by it, nor should
we think sostrange when men differ so widely on this sub-
ject; but as the Saviour hus told us pointedly what this
parable is, it certainly is wicked in any man to undertake
to correct the explanation which Christ has given of his
own parable, by changing the features of even one seantence

~Thus believing that Christ gave a true account when his

disciples requested him to declare unto them the parable
of the tares of the field, we will now attend toit. Verse

37, o, e answered aad sad unte temy g thaisewad



|

SIUREIT ADVOCATE. 200

the good seed is the Son of man,the field is the world, the good
seed are the children of the kingdom, but the tares are the
children of the wicked one. The enemy that sowed them
is the devil, the harvest is the end of the world, and the
reapers are the angels. As theref_ore the tarss are gather-
ed and burned in the fire, so shall it be in the end of this
world, The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and
they shali gather out of his kingdom all things that offend,
and them which do iniquity, and shall cast them into a fur-
nace of fire, there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
Theun shall the righteous shine forth as the san in the king-
dom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear let him hear.”
1conclude that the suiject could not have been more fully
and plainly expressed in the same number of words, than
what it now is before us, and certainly none but those who
are disposed to criticise with, or contradict the Saviour,
will attempt to dispute but that the Devii, as God’s enemy,
has sowed a seed in the world which has brought forth the
tares, or children of the wicked oue. We should here ok-
serve, First. That the field is the world, not the church.
Second. That the good seed and the tares are hoth de:ia-
red to be children, not good and bad natures. Third, That
it was in the world that the Son of man sowed the yood
seed, and that it was the Devil, and not God, who sowed the
tares in the same world. Fourth., The harvest is the end
of the world, and the reapers are the angels, Thus the
Saviour had 1n view from the time of the good seed aud the
tares being sowed in che world, uaiil the gathering of the
children of the wicked one, and the children of the king-
dom, to each of their respective places, which takes place
at the end of this world. Fifth. All thingsare to be gather-
ed out of the kingdom of the Son of man, that offend, and
them that do 1niquity. Thus it appears that God wiil reign
until the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of
our Lord and his Christ,and that the imperfection of Gud’s
children which so often offends, wiii ve taken out, as well
as the tares, or them that do iniquity; then the righteous
being clear of all their internal, as well as their exiernal
imperiections, and enemies, wiil shine forth as ibhe sun in
the kingdom of their Father; while the tares, or children
of the wicked one will be burning in or under the wra:h of
God, for their wickedness againsi-God. We will again
hear, Jeremiah, ch, xviii, v. 3, 4. “Then I went down to
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the potter’s house, and behold he wrought a work en the
wheels, and the vessel that he made of clay was marred in
the hand of the potter; so he made it again another vessel,
as zeemed good to the potter to make it.” This figure was
no doubt brought to show Israel, the right and power of
the God in whose hands they were, and will serve to show
that Adam became marred in the hand of God his potter,
and that God made of the same clay another vessel as
seemed him good to make it. This is the way that Saint
Paul seems to understand the thing. Rom. ix. 21. “Hath
not the potter power over the clay of the same lump to
make one vessel unto honor, and another unto dishonour,”
&c. It now appears that two vessels were made of the
same lump of clay, which goes to show that when Adam
sinned, and became marred in the hand of God, that God
displayed his rightful power, and by multiplying the con-
geption of the woman, made another vessel of the same
tump of clay, or created stock; and thus the tares, or ser-
pent’s seed was sowed in the field, or world, and from the
game created soil was brought forth inio actien in the
worid, and grows up so mixed and mingled with the wheat,
or children of the kingdom, that ncthing short of the wis-
dom and power of God can sever them. But the prophet
Baniel declares in chap. ii. v. 43, “They shall mingle them-
selves with the seed of men, but they shall not cleave one
to another.” Thus it appears that God can separate the
wheat and the tares, and that he will certainly do it at the
time of harvest, and disfinguish between the vessel to
honor, and the vessel to dishonor. And again the Lord de«
clares in the 8%th Psalm, when speaking of Christ, “Also
T will make him my first born, higher than the kings of the
garth. My mercy will I keep for him forever more, and
any covenant shall stand fast with him, His seed also will
1 make to endure forever, and his throne as the days of
FHeaven. My covenant will 1 not break, nor alter the
thing that is gone out of my lips. Once have I sworn by
my holiness that I will not lie unto David. His seed shall
endure forever, and his throne as the sun beforeme.” This
isceriainly the covenant of grace that is here declared, and
the good seed, or seed of Christ, is here presented as being
secured in that covenant, and as it takes all the family to
gomplete the seed, it any part should be left out, the seed
would be incomplete, and the glory of God eclipsed. Thusg
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if' the tares be the product of the good seed; the Son of man
will suffer loss; and if the tares, or serpent’s seed, consist
only of the wicked nature in man, then nothing but wicked
nature will be burned, and no existing mortals or human
beings will suffer the wrath of God forever, and of course
the Universalian doctrine is correct. David was certainly
personating Christ when he cried out, Psalms I#9th, verse
13, &c., “For thou hast possessed my reins, thou hast co-
vered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise thee, for I
am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvellous are thy
works; and that my soul knoweth right well, My sub-
stance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret,
and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of earth, Thine
eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy
book all my members were written, which in continuance
were fashioned, when as yet there were none of them.”
Here it appears that all the good seed, or members of Christ
as his substance, was plain in the view of God, and secu-
red in his book, before they were perfected, or brought into
actual existence; but no account of the tares, er serpent’s
seed, there. When we call to mind that the Psalmist in
another place, when personating Christ, cries out, “All my
bones are out of joint,” and yet a bone of Christ is not to
be broken, and that the saints are of his flesh, and of his
bones; it will really look as if the members of Christ, al-
though they have become much deranged. yet they cannot
be broken from him, and that the serpent’s seed certainly
is not related to the bones and members of Christ. As we
have not reom to say every thing, and the seriptures being
too plain to admit of a doubt but that Christ is or was the
geed to whom the promise was made; that he and his church.
being one, are the same seed; that “a seed shall serve
bim,” and that “he shall see his seed,” &c. &ec., we shall
turn our attention to the serpent’s seed, family, or genera-
tion, as manifested in divine writ, David in the 109th
Psalm, prays for the distress and destruction of a man, his
wife and children, father and mother, Certainly this could
not have been the family of Heaven, or world of men
swwhom God loved, and for whom the Saviour died, that this
man of God, when personating Christ, prayed so earnestiy
against, If not, there must be another family which God
intends to destroy for their wickedness. The Saviour speaks
of Judes as being the son of perdition, and tells the Jews
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that they were of their father, the Devil, and says that the
prince oft this werld hath no partin him. These, certain-
ly, are not unmeaning expressions, Give every declaration
its full weight, and see what it will prove; let the same
terms be used in favor of a man or a people, being the chil-
dren of God, and we should certainly think that it proved
him or them to be heirs of Heaven, then why not have their
tull weight to where they are applied by the Saviour? The
Jews were greatly insulted when implicated by the Saviour
as being the children of fornication, This certainly would
not have been the case had they not distinetly understood
that there were two families which should have been kept
separate from each other; and indeed, if words have any
meaning attached to them upon that subject, it is easily
proven that some in the Jewish nation were of the ser-
pent’s family, and therefore not entitled to the gospel rights;
for John the forerunner of Christ, saith to the Pharisees
and Sadducees, when they came to his baptism, “O gene-
ration of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the
wrath to come™? Matt, 3,7, This would evidently have
been a very improper expression for that man of God to
have used to the good seed, the family of God, which had
proceeded from him, who had become lost in sin, and who
the Saviour had come to seek and to save, at the price of
his blood, (It is probable that Mr, Campbell would have
baptised these people, and have trusted luck as to their re-
penting or reforming ) Let the word gereration be admit-
ted inany or-all of the facts that are intended to be expres-
sed by it, and it certainly will prove that those people were
a family of vipers, and of course that they sprang from the
serpent, or the seed of vipers. And Christ to the same
point, Matt, 12, 34, “O generation of vipers, how can ye,
being evil, speak good things, for out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaketh.” We are unwilling to be-
lieve that the Saviour has slandered those people by falsely
designating their family, race or progeny, and certainly
they were not the good seed which had proceeded from
him, and that he loved so well that he had come to die for
them,. No, He shows the very cause why they cannot
speak good things, as bringing to view their origin, and
thowing the principles upon which their condemation will
vest. DBut the Saviour is still more plain, Matt, 23, 29,
&c. “Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypoorites |

-y
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Because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish
the sepulchres of the righteous,and say, if’ we had been in
the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers
with them in the blood of the prophets. Wherefore ye be
witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them
that killed the prophets; fill ye up then the measure of
your fathers. Ye serpents,ye generation of vipers, how
ean ye escape the damnation of hell? Whereﬁw{e, behold
Isend unto you prophets and wise men and scribes: and
gome of them ye shall kill and crucify, and some of them
shall ye scourge 1n your synagogues, and persecute them
from city to city, That upon you may come all the righte-
ous blood shed upon the earth from the blood of righicous
Abel, unto the bloed of Zacharias,son of Barachias, whom
ye slew between the temple and the altar, Verily 1say
unto you, all these things shall come upon this generation.”
I was just thinking that it would be a little amusing should
any of those learned editors who have been publishing to
the world that the doctrine of the two seeds as published
by me, were irrational and unscriptural, &c,, should un.
dertake to answer their purposes, by endeavoring to destroy
the weight of language, or by laboring to prove that Christ
did not mean what he said, and of course speak faisely,
The foregoing remarks of the Saviour should be observed
withattention, First, They were serpents,a generation of
vipers, to whem Christ was directing his remarks, and of
course they were not the product of himself, Second.
These were people who were manifesting great friendship
to the prophets and the righteous, while they were exclaim-
ing against their fathers for what they had done, in and by
which they acknowledged or proved themsetves to be of
the same family that had persecuted the Lord’s children,
and their religion, thongh it manifested great zeal on the
Lord’s side, yet it 'was at wap with (od, to the persecuting
of Christ-and his followers, Third, These Scribes and
Pharisces being the children of them that had killed the
Prophets, they were to fill up the measure of their fathers,
which shows that the cup of the serpent’s iniquity was not
fuli; that the stores of wickedness were not yet exhausted,
and that it takes the whole family of serpents or vipers,
with all the wicked corruption that is in each member of
the family to manifest, expose to view, and ripen for the
wrath of God, the great fountain of corruption that js em
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eircled in, and belongs to the mystery of iniquity; and fof
this very purpose God would still send them godly men, whe
they were (not by a nature which God had given them, but
agreeably to the nature of their father, the Devil,) to per-
secute, kill, &e, A close attention to the tenth chapter of’
Blatthew, particularly 20th verse, will afford much light on
this suiject, Fourth, All the righteous blood shed upom
the earth was to be charged to- that generation, (here we
should remember the souls under the altar, whose blood are
calling-for vengeance,) and it would be something strange
for God to charge the guilt of Cain for shedding the blood
of Abel upon the then family on the earth, without any re-
gard to their connexion with, or relationship te Cain. Thus
1t is but a fair conclusion to say that the Saviour was here
bringing to view that righteous blood had been shed upon
the earth in the different ages of the world, and that it had
been this family or race of serpents or vipers in évery age,
who had shed this blood, and therefore the just judgments
of God, would, at the proper time, be poured out upon the
serpents, the generation of vipers, having in view the whole
race, or family of the serpent’s seed or tares, which should
be gathered out of his kingdom and burnt in everlasting
fire, which was prepared for the devil and his angels.
Filth, It evidently appears from the whole subject here
brought to view by the Saviour, that by some means or
other, the serpents, the generation of vipers, had gotten
into their possession the inheritance which God had given
to the literal offspring of Isaac, as the promised seed and
proper heirs, and that by reason of this, the Jewish nation
was now nearly ripe for her overthrow, while the gospel
was about to be sent to the Gentile world, for the purpose
of gathering in the outeast of lsrael as the scattered sons
and daughters of Zicn. Here would be 2 very interesting
field full of explanatory matter, had we but room to bring
to view the progress of things before the coming of Christ,
such as Abraham’s sending to his kindred for a wife for
Isaae; Jacob taking a wife of his mother’s family, and Esau
of Ishmael’s family, (with. many more such marks of dis-
tinction.) The restrictions laid upon God’s national peos
ple not to marry or unite with the rest of the nations of
the earth, and they being charged with whoredom and
adultery, and fornication, for so doing, and their children
being called the children of fornication,and being so pduls
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terated, that in some cases they had to be driven out with
their mothers, the strange wives, for the preservation of Is-
rael. A correct understanding of these things witha view
of the Gentile blood let into the Jewish family, and the scat~
tering of Isaac’s family among other nations, by reason of
those unlawful marriages with “the particular distinction
which is kept up between the different families of the earth,
from the creation of man to the-coming of Christ, and that
ef the lineage of the Saviour after the flesh, being so par-
ticularly designated even back to Adam, who is called the
son of God, 1 say all these things, if correctly under-
stoed, will afford much light to our understanding on this

.interesting sulject, and wilil evidently show that the whole

Bille is engaged to prove the existence of two families,
which are so distinet in their origin, and to the places to
which they are destined, that they should be kept separate
and distinet while in this world, and that the mingling to-
gether of those families has been a great sin on the part of
God’s children, and that God, ere long, will make a final
separation between those families by separating eternally
the sheep from the goats, I shall make one quotation more,
Prov. 30, 11, &e. “There is a generation that curseth iheir
father, and doth not bless their mother, There is a genera-
tion that are pure in their own eyes, and yet are not wash-
ed from their filthiness. There is a generation, O how lafty
are their eyes, and their eyelids are lifted up. There is a
generation whose teeth are as swords, and their jaw teeth
as kaives, to devour the poor from off' the earth, and the
needy from among men. The horse-leech hath two davgh-
ters crying give, give,” This s ceriainly plain to him that
hath understanding, and had we room in conjunction with
these remarks of the wise man, to bring to view the bond-
maid and the free woman, with their sons, rememteri

that “Agar gendereth to bondage,” and that this Agar is
Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which
now is, and is in bondage with herchildren,” we think that
we could put to silence the ignorance of foolish men, We
are at no loss for scriptural information in eonfirmation to
the sulject in hand, and might make quotation atier quota~
tion, but the want of voom forbids, as we are so near the
close of the “Advocate,” and some few other points of ine
terest (in our view) siill lie before us, We shall now make
a fow remarks to show some of the benefits arising to the
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church of Ged, from a correct understanding of the dees
trine now before us,

First. It will furnish the church with a knowledge of
Bille truth, which will enable her to withstand the errors
of every false system. The Universalians and Armenians
of every description, have to fall before this truth.

Second. It 'will teach the children of God that there isa
veality in the christian warfare, and that it is not God nor
his product against which they are engaged, but that it is,
in reality an enemy, and one that God intends to conquer.

Third. It will enable the church to account for the many
plans and ways which are laid to lead the children of God
estray,as to the source from whence these stratagems come,
and the use or object designed by them, while it gives her
such a knowledge of truth, that she is enabled thereby to
withstand the enemy, and to expose their errors to the glo-
ry of God.

Fourth. It will, in a great measure, teach the church to
understand the source from whence the spirit and princi-
ple of moneyed and theological institutions for religivus pur-
poses, have sprung, the use the enemy has for them, and her
duiy in denying chrisian fellowship with these, and all
ether God-dishonoring errors,

Fifib. It will teach the church that the product of the
gerpent has been, and still is, the instrument of wicked-
pess and cruelty against God and his children, and that it
has been by the siratagems of the serpent and his produc-
tion, that have caused the members of which she is com-
posed, to commit every act of sin and rebellion against
their God,and that it is from the same production or instru-
ments of the serpent, that the children of God have suffera
ed such severe bloody persecutions, while the church wiil
understand that God has suffered ali these things to take
place, for a purpose of his own giory, in bringing the ini-
guity of his enemy to view, and then by displaying his
rightful power in the deliverance of his own production,
and in executing his just judgments upon the family of
vipers, as punishment due the serpent. This view of things
will enable the saints to bear up under their many trials in
the christian warfure, seeing that God is to be glorified by
all their afflictioos, while they will disiinctly understand
that not ouly their internal imperfections of weakness and
wyickedness are the product of the enemy, but also that
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their external enemies have proceeded from the same
source.

Sixth, The church, by a knowledge of the doctrine of
the two seeds, as revealed in the Bible, will uaderstand
that the serpent is manifested in his seed which he has
sowed in the world; in thatseed he commits his acts of re-
bellion against the God of creation and government of
Heaven, and in that seed will be eternally punished under
the wrath of God for his wickedness in God’s rightful do-
minion, committed by him in his seed; and thas the church
will see something of the heinous nature of sin, not only
on account of its being an act of disobedience to God, but
also because of the corruptsource from whence the wicked
disposition sprang; and the charch will farther understand
by a knowledge of this docirine, that the Saviour is mani-
fested in his seed, which he has sowed in the world. Ia
that seed he reveals himself as the Saviour of sinners, and
in that seed God will be eternally glorified in the reizn of
grace, to the salvation of his people. This view of things
will teach the church the cause why every member should
hate sin, depart from iniquity, and by a well ordered life
show forth the praise of God.

Seventh, The charch, by a correet understanding of the
doctrine before us, will be much better prepared to main-
tain the scriptural doctrine of election or predestination as
taught her in the word of God, and witnessed by the di-
vine 'spirit to every converted soul of her body, in theirex-
perimental knowledge of saving grace. She can, by this
knowledge, maintain the truth in a consistent way, on fair
scriptural ground, to the glory of God, and the confusion
of her enemies; and though her enemies may rage, foam,
and make a great noise, pomp and show in worldly wealth
and wisdom, abusing the truth by great swelling words of
vauity, yet they will dread fairly to enter the ficld where:
the word of truth, the sword of the spirit is rightly wield-
ed in the defence of this truth, This doctrine of the two
seeds, or two families, being so abundantly declared in the-
word of God, although it has lain for many years as a con-
cealed or hidden treasure, yet it was certainly designed
for the benefit of the church in some age of the world;
and as the signs of the times bespeak that the streams of
iniguity are beginuing to be poured ia an extraordinary
manuer agaiast the wulk amd chuxch of God, the time
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is no doubt near at hand when the charch will need a know-
ledze of this rich treasare of wisdom in order to enable
ber o bear up under her many aiflictions, understand the
sigas of the tim:s, and withstand the strength and strata<
gems of spiritual wicked in high places. Mich more might
here be said to the advantage of trath, bat I mast stop on
this part of the subject, [ shall now answer a few poiats
of enquiry that muy arise upon the subject of the twa
seeds.

First. Is the serpent’s seed human beings? If they are,
how lid they partake of hamanity?

The serpent’s seed are human beings; thev partook of
their hamanity by means of the creation which God had
made, Creation was made good; the serpeat corrupied
and got 1ato it, for which cause God yet maltiplied its con-
ception, and made it capable of bringing forth the serpent’s
seed, and thus the childrea-of the maltiplied conception,
ecomiag throagh the created stock, are equally human be-
ings with the children of creation, or divinely appointed
conception, and the old serpent the Devil, is also the father
of the wicked corrupt nature that is in man, or in the
world,

Second. How was the serpent’s seed conveyed to the
woman?

By way of her husband, who had partaken of the for-
bidden frait at her hand, and weat with her in the trans-
gression, Hoere we might reflect oa the ecause, extent, and
effcts of unlawful last, and the begetting quality that bes
longs to man.

Third. Aretheserpent’s seed accountable beings to God,
and on what prianciples will they' be judged, condemned
and punished?

The serpent’s seed are accountable to God, because they
are in his rightful dominion, came ianto action in the world
by way of God’s creatiod, and live in this world on the
bounties of Heaven, and they will be justly condemaed,
not because they are the serpent’s seed, or that God had
veprobated them to destruction vefore they were born, but
because of their sins and acts of wicked rebellion aguinst
God, for they shail be jadged according to their works,

Fouarth, Is it not God-dishonouring, to say that so large
aportioa of the human famiiy are of the serpent’s sead?

3 think pot, particularly when we remember that the ser=
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pent had not power to create, and that the bringing his seed
into action in the world, was by a display of divine power,
en account of the serpent’s coming into the creation of
God and defiling it, and for a purpose of God’s glory, in
manifesting his enemy and placing him in a sitaation that
just judgment could be executed upon him for his wicked-
ness, while the glory of Gou could be displayed in the com-
plete salvation of his children. However we will answer
the balance of this inquiry by presenting a query or two
of supposed cases. First. Suppose a sovereign posgessing
ereating power, having knowledge of an enemy that would
spoil his creation, should determine and create a stock, ap-
pointing the existence of two thousand children to be
brought into action through that stock, securing the life,
and safe deliverence of one thousand of those children in
a secure place, and at the same time leaving the other thoa-
sand, (who had equal claims on him as their father and
creator,) to a test of their obedience, and to become a prey
to the enemy. The creator knowing that all would equals
ly sin against him, and become dead in sins under the power
of the enemy, from whose power they would be unable tq
deliver themselves; yet he would secure to save one half
of his children by his power and grace, and leave the viher
_haif’ of his own product in the hands of his enemy, which
half the creator knew would never be saved, but mast bear
his wrath forever. Second. Suppose this creator knowing
precisely what his enemy would do, should determine and
create one thousand children, securing that thousand in a
safe place, appointing at the same time, that in consequence
of the enemy’s coming in and corrapting his famiiy, he
would, by a display of his own power, cause his enemy
to be brought into action, in one thousand children, and te
deal with those children according to their conduct, Ws
again have two thousand children in our view. Now the
question is, which of these supposed cases would be most
honorable to the creator? In the one case, thuse to be lost
would equally be the product of the ereator, with those to
be saved. Iu the other case, the creator would save all the
product of himself, (though they had become equally cor-
vupt with the product of the enemy,) and inflict the panish-
ment due sin, on the product of the enemy as executing
judgment on the enemy for corrupting his creation. Thus
the creator weould suffer no loss at last on account of the
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enemy, and the enemy would not have whereof to boast
that he had got a great part of the product of the creator.

Fifth, What situation is the serpeuat’s seed placed in, in
regard to their chance of salvation by Christ?

Precisely in the same situation that the Armenian places
the whole world in. If they will repent of their sins, be-
lieve the gospel, come to, and obey Christ, God will save
them. God has appointed no man to eternal destruciion,
but upon his wickedness, The impenitent sinner is appoint-
ed to wrath, and the obedient believer to life eternal. God
saves his people from their sins, and not in their sins, The
serpent’s seed being found in the creation and domivion of
God, God is entitled to their obedience; let them reader to
God his due, and it will be well with them. Gen. 4, 7.
God’s children in their fallen unconverted state are as cor-
rupt and wicked by nature as are the serpent’s seed. 'The
cause why God’s children are converted and saved, God
loved them, gave them to Christ, gave them grace in
Christ, draws them to Christ by the cords of his love, and
by his power delivers them from the power of darkness,
and reconciles them to himself| saving them with an ever-
lasting salvation. The cause why the serpent’s seed are
not converted, they not being the product of God, they are
not known of God, in Christ, in his love,in his grace, nor
in his purpose of salvation, therefore, no divine power is
extended to convert them to God, and thus they are left to
the freedom of their own will. If they can come, as they
say, let them do so. If they do not come to Christ for sal-
vation, out of their own mouths God will judge them.
They say they can, and yet they do not repent, believe and
obey the gospel. ~ From the spirit or principle ot works (in-
stead of grace) they sprang. The covenant of works is
represented as being their mother. For lack of perform-
ance on their part,they wiil be condemned by the law. For
want of grace, (for which they do not apply,) they neither
have a saving taith in Christ, nor perform the work of faith.
Although they did not fall in Adam, yet they are the pro-
duct of the very corruption which caused Adam tosin,and
being in the world when the law was handed down through
Moses, they are found to be accountable to God, and will
be justly condemned for their wickedness. I cannot say
every thing, but we may now see the necessity of preach-

. =] .
dng (be gospel te every epeature, and cemmauding men
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every where to repent, for the gospel of the kingdom is to
‘be a witness unto all nations. I will now take the liberty
to ask my reader a few questions.

First, Isit either scriptural or reasonable to believe that
there were any part of the creation, which was created by
and for the Saviour, that was not given to him in the cove-
nant of redempiion?

Second. Should any part of that which was created by
and for the Saviour, be lost, will not Christ suffer loss, and
the enemy have whereof to glory?

Third. As the prince of this world hath no part in
Christ, may we notsay that the suljects of his own nation,
and the family from whence he sprang, hath no part in
Christ? and could they have been created by and through
Chrisi, and yet have no part in him?

Forrth. As Christ partock of the fiesh and blood of his
ohilcren, and therefore evidently stands in flesh and iiood
relationship to them, dees he stand in the same flesh and
blood relationship to those that are lost? If sc, wiil not
the wrath of God be poured out on these with whoni the
Saviourstands related? and why are we so much warced
aguinsta corrupt flesh, and the children of the flesh? And
why is the family from whence Christ eame, s¢ particularly
designated? Here we should cali to mind that the law re-
quired a near kinsman to redeem the iuberitance, and that
the flesh and blood relationship which Christ stands in to
bis children, is that which secures the resurrection of their
bodies.

Fitth. Will the wicked be raised in like manner with
God’s chiidren, by the life and resurrection of Christ, (and
yet have no part in hini,) or will they be raised by a dis-
play of divine power, something like a curse on them? If
8o, will it not be something hke the display of divine power
that brought them into action in the world, which will
-prove a curse ou the enemy who sowed the tares among
the good seed or wheat?

In conclusion, I shall just remark that the doctrine of
the two seeds is predicated upon the truth of the Bitle.
The doctrine of predestination, the purity of God and his
work in creation; the sovereign power of God in saving
the product of himself, and his suffering no loss. The union
or relationship existing in Christ, to and with his church,
wnd the certainty of Christ’s saving all his generation oy
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seed, and of his not stunding in union relationship with the
generation of vipers. 'The certainty and self existence of
the power of darkness, without which the divine properties
of Deity could not be displayed to the glory of Ged, and
every divine property is expressive of its opposite. 'The
certainty of God’s punishing sin in its author, and not eter-
nally in the product of himself. The certainty of each
oause producing its own effect, and that God will ere long,
finally separate between the product of each cawse, and
compel each production to return to the source from whence
it came, &c. &c. Gods’s ministers have long been enga-

: %ed in proclaiming the gospel of Christ, and contending

or the necessity of salvation, and that it required the power
of Godto save. And just so far as this has ieen done, the
doctrine of the two seeds has been employed, or expressed
in every gospel sermon, though the preacher himself might
not have understoed it. But one side of the sulject of sal-
vation hasas yet been fairly investigated, While we have
been declaring the power of Gdd tosave, we have not taken
into view the power from which God saves and delivers
the captives, Thus one part of the Bible has, as yet, lain
silent as a sealed book, This is what causes ihe saints te
be so alarmed at the first view of the doctrine of the two
geeds, and it is the Devil's interest to conceal this doctrine,
or rouse all the prejudices he possibly can against it, But
the church now needs a true understanding in this doctrine,
and God will no doubt rend the veil of ignorance, Having
heretofore written more fully on the subject, and now heing
crowded for want of room, I must stop, leaving many
things or points unexplained. [Eprror,

Te. settle Controversy.
Many of the controverted points on the christian reli-

gion may be settled by a correct understanding on the fol-
lowing points of consideration;

If upon examination it be found to be a fact that the
heart of man is not corrupt, and therefore no change of
heart wanting, but all that is needing to fit man for the pre-
sence and enjoyment of God, is a reformation in life and
conduct according to the rule which God has given in his
word; then the dispute is over, for it is Lut reasonaile to
believe, that as there is no keart work in the “thing, no su-
pernatural power is wanting, and that man has the power of
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acting all the faith on the divine testimony that is required,

b and so reforming his conduct, and squaring his life and ac-
tions by the word of divine truth, that he may meet with

divine acceptance. But what is the real use we have for a
Saviour with this view of things, I have yet to learn, and
why it is that we should pray, or with what hopes and
prospects, I know not. But, if upon a fair examination, it
be found by the authority of divine truth, to be a fact that
the heart of man is so corrupt, wicked, base and vile, that
he is unfit for the presence and enjoyment of God, with-
out a change of heart, then the controversy may stop, for
I defy any man to show how this change of heart is to take
place without the aid of a supernatural power. And now,
if the opponents to the predestinarian doctrine and inter-
nal work of the Holy Spirit, can, by seriptural autherity,
establish the first position which I have presented, I will
acknowledge myself completely defeated; but if they cans
not do that thing, and the second position which I have pre-
sented be found to be the fact, then every particle of what
is called the Armenian foundation, is at this one blast of
truth blown up, and the Predestinarian doctrine establish-
ed; for if the heart of man be such that a new heart is
- wanting, and that nothing but an act of supernatural power
can effect that change of heart, it is evident that it is the
Lord’s work by his spirit to do that thing, and if so, no man

comes to Christ, except the Father draws him ; and to whom

God gives this heart, as a heart to seek him, that person

will come, except the Devil is too strong for the Lord.

Now let every professed christian examine into, and settle

the point in his own mind, and all those who finally con-

clude that they have had no need of a supernatural power

to change their hearts, but that their hearts were sufficient-

o . . -

: 1y good, and all that was needing to secure their salvation
was a proper and suitable reformation in life and conduct,

s should unite to themselves, and never pretend to wish fel-

lowship with the old Baptists, for their religion and the Bap-*
» tist religion are no more alike than darkness and light are
like each other. One or the other are deceived mortals;
. butall those who finally conclude that their hearts were so
desperately wicked, that except God had changed their
hearts and saved them from their wicked natures, Ly per-
forming all their works in them, and that they are now
wholly dependant on the Lord tosave them from singand te
salvation, even in or to the acts of christian duty, they

y
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shonld unite with the old Baptists, for this is the way they
have learned to trust in Christ, A man being converted ts
believe in, and to*support any or all the Armenian points
of doctrine, cannot say that the Lord by his spirit has taught
him this or that, or given him to understand the scriptures,
but all this is ascribed to huyman abilities, in understanding
the Bible; but the Predestinarian saith that God by his
spirit hath revealed to his understanding the things of ihe
kingdom of God, and taught him the mysteries of redemps
tion vy grace, as revealed in the scriptures of truth, Thus
in the one case, human nature has the praise, and in the

other case the glory is ascribed to Geod, [Ep1ToR.

o e
Improper expressions in interesting matters, are produc-
tive of improper impressions to the disadvantage of truthy
in the minds of the rising generations, The words so often
used, “The Calvinistic Baptist,” or Baptist principles be-
ing of a “Calvinistic cast,” &c,, certainly is expressive
that the Baptist or their principles did in some way origi-
nate in, or spring from Celvin, These very words go to
destroy the true existence of the Baptisf church, forif they
he facts, it is at once proven that the Baptist church is not
the true gospel church set up at Jerusalem by the Apostles,
as predicted by the prophets, But I am bold to assert that
the expressions are incorrect, and that the Baptist church
in faith and practice, existed before John Calvin was born,
znd therefore he is not entitled to the honor, nor the church
to the reproach of bearing his name in any way or shape
whatever, [EpiToR,
The Editor being on a tour of preaching, had not the op-
portunity to examine the proof sheet of the 8th No, 2 Vol
Some errors in it are here corrected; and indeed he is ap-
prised that there are others in other parts of the work which
should have been corrected, but he only takes room to cor-
rect onein the 12th No, st Vol, page 274, The word “than™
in the 6th live from the bottom should be taken out and pla-
ced after the word “rather” in the 7th line from the bot:
tom, which will make it read “Who will, rather than sar-
repder ihe canse of truth, sacrifice,” &ec,; and in the 8th
Np, 2d Vol, page 182, i3ih line from the bottom, add the
word “not” after the words ©I think.” In page 187, 4th
line from the top, for “eternal” read “internal.” Piuge 159,
13th lime from the hottuin, after the word “which,” add the
word “had.” In page 191, iu the fiest line of the item comr
mgencing on that page, for J, Clark, read S. Clack,
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