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CIURCH anvpcm-z. e

VOLUME IL)  Truth is fzowerflfl [NUV(BER 10

VINGENNES JULY. 1831

Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or
there; believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs and
Jalse pirophets, and shall shew great siens and wonders; inso=

much that,if it were fiossible, they shall deceive the very elect.
MATTHEW, CH. 24, vs. 23, 24.

It is true that my enemies will have greatly the advan-
tage of me and the truth, as the close of the Advocate wilk
give them latitude to say ’ what they please, fearless of con-
tradiction; yet I am unwilling that falsehood should as-

sume the place of truth, to the reproach of the church of

God, without bearing testimony against it, so long as I
&tal%my perwdlcal watch-tower, as an advocate « on the
part of the church against her enemies. It is trugg=F had
thought as I presented to view in my 4th No. 2 1. that
until Mr. Peck manifested more of the spirit of truth and
candour, I should think him unworthy of further notice;
but I shall now notice some few things, by which the can-

‘did observer may see more fully the corrupt wickedness of

the mission spirit which as “three unclean spirits like frogs,
came out of the mouth of the dragon,and out of the mouth
of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet, for
they are the spirits of devils working miracles, which go
forth unto the kings of the earth, and of the whole world,
to gather them to the battle of the great day of God™ Al-
mighty.” These three unclean spirits, I understand to be
the spirit of. lying wonders to deceive, The spirit of blend-
ing the church and the world together in wealth, wisdom,
and ecclesiastical power, The spmt of envy and persecu-
tion agaipst the truth and its supporters. Some of my
readers are no doubt appprized of the dark insinuatiens

‘ thrown out in the Pioneer against the Jllinois association.

Lhe zeal oj thine house hath eaten whe ufi. JOuN, cH, 2, v. 17,
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We will now let her speak for herself in her minutes off
Sepiember, 1830,

“The reference from the Richland Church relative to&
certain publication over the signatures of the publishing
Cemniittee of the Rock-Spring and Edwardsville Churches,
published in the Pioneer of Feb. 6, 1830, directed to the
Western Baptists, taken up and answered as follows:
Whereas the Edwardsville and Rock-Spring Churches have
accused the Illinois Association of exercising power over
churches and individuals, and have cast a stigma on the
churches and association in saying they were influenced
by a few leading brethren, we think those churches have
been mistaken in their yiews. The churches composing
the Illinois association have always considered themselves
to be independent and influenced by none: and the gene-
ral contents of fermer Minutes were their united voices,
through their Messengers; and they never felt a disposition
to remonstrate against their former proceedings—firmly
believing those pretended liberal institutions of the present
day, to spread the gospel, to be without any license from
the word of God: and as the love of money is the root of
all evil, we fear they will only tend to sap the foundation
of boih our civil and religious liberties. We therefore ad-
vise our brethren of the different churches to be aware of
their stratagems.”

CIRCULAR LETTER.

Dear BreTHrEN: Once more, through the dispensation
of a kind Providence, we are permitted to meet together
in an associated capacity; and feel induced, by a union of
pleasure and duty, to address you on a subject of ‘grea’
importance, Perhaps the apostolic injunction, “to content
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints,” nevo
lay with a more imperious obligation upon the followers of
the Lamb, than at the present time, when errors beth i
principle and practice exist to an alarming degree. Amidsi
the multiplicity of unscriptural opinions afleat in the werld,
one of the most prominent, and perhaps most destructive,
is, the denial of the special influence of the Holy Spirit, in
reclaiming the sinner from the error of his ways. In rais-
ing cur feeble voice in support of the truth, we are fully
aware that we encouuter a formidable oppesition, consist«
ing of men pogsessed of great natural and acquired abiéia

“
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fies, and fully capable of clothing their system in all the
charms of bewitching sophistry, But trusting in the dura-
bility of truth, and more fully in Him who is able to bring
to nought the wisdom of the wise, and the understanding
of the prudent, we have ventured to give you our opinion,
And, in the first place, we are legi‘ to this conclusion from
a certain knowledge that the scriptures do represent, in
language too plain to. be misunderstood, that man by na-
ture is blind to his own interests, and not only blind, but,
in disposition, averse to holiness, Here arises the abso-
lute necessity of an operating ageat, to enlighten and in-
fluence: which agent has been manifested in all ages of
the world, since the first divine communication ever made
to fallen man; but more eminently displayed in the fulfil-
ment of that gracious promise made by Christ to his des-
ponding disciples; John 14th chapter, and 16th and 17th
verses: “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give
you another comforter, that he may abide with you forever;
oven the spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him”—and verse
the 26: “He shall teach you all things,” Chapter 15 and
verse 26: “He shall testify of me.” Again, 16 and 8:
¢and when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, of
righteousness and of judgment.,” The objector may say,
this was the miraculous display of the Holy Ghost refer-
red to; but the days of miracles have passed away. We
admit that the days of miracles have passed, but has not
Christ promised that he will be with his disciples unto the
“end of the world?” He is not personally with them: He
must be with them, then, in the power and demonstration
of the Spirit. But the objector continues; Since miracles
have ceased, the Spirit is alone to be found in the word.
But if' the mere letter is sufficient now for the recovery of
falleu man, it would have been sufficient in former ages;
and that it was insufficient in former times, is evidenily set
forth in the conversion of Saint Paul. For who had a bet=
ter knowledge of the word than him? and not only that,
but he heard the eloquent address of Stephen, and saw hig
face as the face of an angel; and beheld with what chris=
tian fortiiude he submitted to his fate, prayiug for his cne-
mies with his latest breath, Yet this disciple of Gamaliel,
behe: iu,c_,r himself in the service of Guod, breathed out
threatenings and slaughters, until he was arrested by the
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-mighty power of God, and brought to the knowlelge o
the truth, as itis in Jesus If the word alone was soffi-
aient, why were the diseiples so ignorant about the call of
the (rentiles, Christ’s resurrection from the dead, and many
ather subjects, when the seriptures spoke so plainly of all
these eveuts, if they could have understood them. There-
fore the couclusion is irresistible, that the Iloly Spirit is
necessary, first, to enlighten the dark understanding of’ the
mind, and in the second place, to quicken and influence
those who are dead in trespasses and ia sins, (see Ephe-
stang, 2d and 1st,) and guide the wandering pilgrim in the
path of truth and safety, and comfort his weary mind while
travelling to the Canaan of eternal rest, No one doubts
our being commanded to pray; yet if the foregoing idea
he true, our devotions are a solemn mockery of God, an
insult to the divine Majesty. Why should we pray for
forgiveness of sins,more faith, more love, more zeal, when
there is no way of communicating the facts unto us, if even
the Lord grants us our petitions? Would it not be better
to employ all this time 1n searching the scriptures, and not
in offering iasults to Jehovah? DBut if we would know the
benefit of the Spirit in prayer, let us listen to Saint Paul:
Romans 8,26 and 27, “Likewise the Spirit helpeth our in-

firmities: for we know not what to pray for as we onght, -

but the Spirit itself maketh intercessions for us, with groan-
ings that cannot be uttered, And he that searcheth the
heart knoweth the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh
intercession for the saints according to the will of God.”
We would ask our opponents whether the great reforma-
tion from Popery, and the many happy revivals with which
we have been blessed, were owing to the extensive know-
ledge of the Scriptures, or were they not rather owing to
the influence of that gracious Spirit, that enforced the
truths of the gospel upon the mind of the sinner? To the
latter, doubtless. Yet we would not be understood to op-
pose ihe searching of the scriptures—Uod forbid. We
wonld recommend them to be studied, and studied in a be-
coming way, looking unto God, by prayer and supplication,
to grant us the influence of the Holy Spirit, to lead us into
the mysteries of his word, Dear Brethren: We would not
exhort you to be uncharitable, but would only admonish
you to try the spirits, and listen neither to the law here,
nor the law there, but follow no man, no, not an Angek
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som Tleaven, further than they follow the Lord Josexs:.and
may the blessings of the Father, the love of the S“""'{"“‘o
the communion of the Spirit, rest upon you all, and bring
vou to the land of peace, Tareweli!” &

" While it evidently appears that this Illinois association
speaks like other old snum} Bnplh"ls, the rg\dcr should
understand that the Rock Spring and B Iwa::dsnlle‘ churches
not Leing able with their principles, and \‘1ews'nt. things to
obtain union and fellowship with the Bapiist Union in Ili-
nois, are two out of ihree of the churches which now coni-
pose what 15 called the Edwardsville Bapiist association,
and who are now engaged in bringing about a union among
the people called Buptist in the state of Iilinois, Wil 1t
not appear evident to every candid observer, that if these
young churches had not intended to have sought an occa-.
sion to slander the old Baptist in the state, or to prevail
with them to sacrifice the principles held so sacred by the.
Baptiat, that thess churches could not obtain fellowship
with themy that thase sew chur diss woitd have so correct-
<d their own heresies or disorder that they could bave coms
into the Baptist union without the sacrifice of truth or con-
science, and when we understand the course of KMr. J. M.
Peck, on the mission sulject, and his doctrine on theatone-
ment, as lately brought to view in what he calls the West-
ern Baptist, and that the said Mr. Peck is warnly advoca-
ting the course pursued by these three churches in their as-.
sociated compact, the whole matier is at once unfulded.,
T'he overthrow of the predestinarian doctrine, beld sacred
by the Apostles of the Lamb, and by the church of God
from that day to this, with the rights and true order of the
gospel church, is evidently the object, for it is impossible
for those churches tosucceed in their objects but by a sacri-
fice of those things, that the church heretofore rather than
do, has resisted unto blood, and the attempt to bring about
a union, by making a compromise between truth and error,
is not one whit better than the act of the Devil, when hz
offered the Saviour all the kingdoms of the world to fali
down and worship him. I have heretofore said that error
has nothing to lose by attempting to mix with truth, Thus
we may understand the thing. It would be a strange thing
in nature for a virtuous woman to request of her huspand
that another man might have equal privileges with. her,
wih himself; and it would be equally as strange a thing
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m grace, for the church of God to pray to her hushand to
make such a compromise between trath and error, that the
supporters of each might unife in christian union. The
church of God should certainly be much on her guard these
last times, and not suffer that woman Jezebel, who calleth
herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce the Lord’s ser-
vants to commit fornication I have long since brought to
view that the war in the religious world is between the
priaciple of works and the principle of grace. Could the
Devil unite in union, that principle brought in by the ser-
pent, and the principle which God has revealed from Hoa-
ven, then he would accomplish his object in the overthrow
of the great God, as God must cease to exist in his divine
character, or he will save his kingdom pure from iniquity.
Thus we need not think strange of the hypocritical appa-
rent friendship of the Devil, nor of his friends and the sup-
porters of his religion, getting mad, and making lies their
refuge, when the iniquity of their father, the Davil, is ex-
posed. Let thosc missionary adulterers and adulteresses
unite among themselves, and let the bride, the Lamb’s wife
alone, and I will venture to say that she will never trouble
them for a union, but will be content with her own husband,
as they should be with theirs.

Mr. Peck, ia the Pioneer of May 4th, 1831, informs us
thus:

A Baptist brother and preacher in the state of Tennes-

see, thus writes, April 14th, 1831,

“Dear Brother Peck: I hope you will not think me a
flatterer, when from a sense of duty, I say that [ am stilf
better pleased with your publications, particularly your re-
marks on the “T'wo Seceds,” and doctrines inculeated in
the Church Advocate. Iam still the more convinced of”
the propriety of enlarging your work. Your answer to
—, inone of your Dacember numbers is enough.
We are plagued more with P ’s antinomian doctrines
here, than any other error, as Campbellism is not doing
much in this quarter.”

Had Mr. Peck given us the name of this preacher, it
might have removed.some doubts as to his being entitied
to the right of being calied a Baptist, for this is very doubt-
ful, not because he is not reconciled to my views on the
two seeds, but because he has fellowship with the courso
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and doctrine of My, Peck, which no man can do, and be a
Baptist of the old stamp, neither could a sound Baptist be
so easily reconciled with Mr. Peck’s answer to my address
to him, when he has failed to establish any of his particu-
lar remarks, in truth, or to refute any of the charges [ have
exhibited against him, but passing by all his misrepresen-
tations, most of which had been answered by a statement
of facts, before new published by him. I'will take the liber-
ty toask this Tenaessee preacher if the old predestinarian
Baptists of that state are like Mr. Peck, in denying the im
mediate aid of the divine spirit, in enabling a man to
preach? 'This I had charged Mr. Peck with doing, and he
has not, nor I think will not, veature to deny it, while the
Charch Advocate is progressing. This crime alone would
have excluded a preacher from the Baptist union, when 1
was preaching in that state many years past, and if it will
not do it now, it is because they have fallen from that stead-
fastaess in the spirituality of the gospel ministry, which
departure from the faith renders them unworthy to be cal-
led the gospel, or Baptist church. I am well apprized that,
although the Devil formerly hated the name Baptist, so that
he could persecute them to death, yet now, in order to car-
ry on his iniquitous policy, he caa cheerfully take the name
of Bapiist upon himself.

Another correspondent from a northern county in this
state, writes thus, April 19th.;

“Brother Peck,—You know there are many people about
me who wiil not give a bit, for a Bible, nor 50 cents fer
500 pages of tracts, and they think it sinful to encourage
missionaries, But they can go to see wax figares exhibit-
ed,and give 25 cents for a sight, They can attend theat.-
rical amusements and pay 50 cents, and think it no harm
to look at old Punch and the Devil, and all those foolish
things, which are the unfruitful works of darkness. I would
be glad that you would give us your opinion about these
things in your next paper.

THE ANSWER,

“We shall certainly not refuse to comply with the request,
of our brother who is a pious and useful preacher of tho,
gospel, and whose soul is so often vexed with the uncharis,
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table and unehristian spirtt, and impropriety of conduct o
the part of some who are calied B:ptists.

Those who strain at knats, uniformly swallow cam-
els, It is perfectly consistent for preachers and profassors
who shut their doors against orderly Baptists of uaimaeach-
able standing, and refuse them fellowship ia the chirch,
calumniate their characters, an ! denounce them from the
stand where the zospel ought to be preached, bécause they
show favour to missionaries, Sabbath schools, &e.; it is in
perfect keeping for those who compel the poor to whom a
Bivle is given, to give it back, or be turned out of the
charch;—we say it is altogether consistent and perfectly
natural for such professorsto pay 59 cents to see old Punch
dance. We see nothing very strange or nanataral in it
We supposs a sight of the image of the Dovil would be
far more gratifving to such persons than the sight of a
missionary. Ws only add serionsly thai sach professord
are most lamentably deceivel, God is not to be mocked.
BFor ull these things He will bring them into judgment.”’

Why has Mr. Peck withheld this writer’s name from usy
dDut to evade the united contradiction of the Baptist in the
state of [llinois who stand connected with the Baptist union?
Ho tells us this man is a useful preacher of the gospel.
ile may think so, but can it be supposed that it will be
thought so by the Baptist, who for the sake of trath and
gospel order, reject Mr. Peck himself from their palpits,
not believing him to be a useful preacher of the gospel, as
he is not taught to be dependant on the aid of the divine
spirit, and of course does not preach, nor cannot cousistent-
ly pray like the old Baptist. It is our business to expose
error, that the church may be gnarded against it, and al-
though Mr. Peck is too well known to do the Bapiist here
much harm, yet we shall notice something of the iniquity
here manifested.

First. This writer does not say that these bad people
among whom he lives are Baptists, but Mr, Peck presen's
them as being preachers and professors of the Baptist or-
der. So between the two they slander the Baptists, not in
saying that we do not encourage tracts and missionari s,
but in charging us with attending such shows, &c.; and
this charge should be considered false, until the accuser
and the accused are both made known, for although some
Baptists may have been guilty, yet these things are
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wot tolerated by the Baptists of my acquaintance in the
state, and [ do think that this occasion sought agaiost us,
should cause every Bapiist to be more on his watch, as
the wicked are dispused to feed upon the sins of God’s
people, )

Second. It is here insinuated that the Baptists think so
little of the Bitle that they will not even give 122 cents
for 1t. 'This must be desirned, and not ignorant wicked-
pess, for it is certainly well known, that no people have so
great use for the Bible in maintaining and defending their
religion as the Buptists have, particularly when they have
to contend against the mission errors,

Third. Mr. Peck presents that the soul of this writer,
had been often vexed by the uncharitable and unchristian
spirit, &ec.  An unchristian spirit is one who refuses or
negiects to imitate or obey Christ, and as Christ has no
where, by precept nor example, enforced on us, that which
we are now called on by the mission spirit and priaciple to
do, a rejection of what a missionary may call acts of chari-
ty, cannot in truth be said to be an unchristian act or spirity
therefure this charge or insinuation is false,

Fourth. While Mr. Peck’s unqualified remarks, respect-
ing straining at knats and swallowing camels, are no doubt
designed to criminate the whole Buptist counexion who
stand opposed to the mission system, among whom he has
long sought to creep 10 with his errors,  He would present
the mission principie aud practice (if' errors,) as but knats,
and the attending shows and piaces of vain amusement, as
camels. Although God’s children should turn their eyes
away from beholding iniquity, and not be guilty of thuse
vain things, to the dishonor of the Redeemer’s cause, yet
there is no just comparison between the iniguity of those
vain things, and that of the mission spirit and principle.
The one has no pretensions to any thing but natural amuse-
ment, and though it animates the carnal mind, yet it does
not implant or increase the Devil’s religious principles in
the human heart, in opposition to the .ruth and government
of Heaven, nor does it seek law authority to force its way.
"The other claiming itself to be the religion of the Saviour
ereeping into law authority, forcing its way by the wealth,
wisdom and spirit of the world, to the sacrifice of the true
spirit of the christian religion, while manifesting a greater
thirst for money than the wicked show-masters, should h¢
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considered by us more dangerous to our liberties, both r&p
ligious and political, and therefore be mere boldly Sithstond.
Should Mr. Peck be disposed to dispute with me on this
ground, let him fairly lay before his readers the course pur-
sued by missionaries to get money, such as selling indul-
gencies or titles, getting life members into their societies,
for money, and selling pictures, and I will ask him if the
report is not true which says, that in some of the castern
states there are regular shows presented in their Sunday
schools,and for the sight of which, each attending person,
children and all, have to pay their money, and if even the
mmage or picture of the Saviour has not been presented
there in showing for money? 1If these things be true, what
may we look for next? Will not the missionary show- mas-
ters exceed all the rest the Devil has ever sent, in pleasing
the people, and getting their money ?

Fifth, Mr. Peck implicates the Baptists in Illinois as be-
ing guilty of shutting their doors against orderly Baptists.
In this I venture to contradict him, and now call on him ta
make good his insinuating remarks, or retract them, to the
relief of the Baptist character, Had he charged us with
shatting our doors against missionaries who called them-
selves Baptists, we should not have complained against that
truth, but we do deny that missionaries on this man-made
plan are orderly Baptists, therefore gospel order requires
us to shut our doors against them, as enemies of the truth
and church of God, :

If Mr, Peck has scriptural evidence to prove the present
mission plan to be God’s plan, let him produce those eviden-
ces, they will do his cause more good than all the poast of
the wonders now doing by missionary operations, We do
not deny but that Mr. Peck, and perhaps other missionary
preachers who have been denied the right of church privi-
leges among the Illinois Baptists, may have some colour of
claim to a connexion with the Baptist union in some place,
but the validity of that claim we deny, because they have
departed from (if they ever had it,) that faith and order
which entitles them to it, Mr. Peck, perhaps, might re-
move some grounds of suspicion, which stand against
himself, as to this colour of claim, by letting us know why
it is that he still keeps his claim to church-membership i
St. Louis, and how it is that there appears in the minutes
of the Missouri association, as though there was an exist-
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‘ing church in St. Louis with which he stands connef:ted]
and yet itappears by facts, (the truthof which may be foun
in the Baptist church at Springfield, Illinois,) that a church
cannot be found in St. Louis to give letters of dismission to
members who formerly stood related to him as members
there,

Sixth, and last. The truth of Mr. Peck’s insinuation re-
specting compelling the poor to give back their Bibles, is
doubted, and will be until he gives us the true statement of
the case, who and where, for such a circumstance is un-
known to me, and I have no doubt but it would meet the
disapprobation of all the Baptists with whom I am acquaint-
ed. But the unreserved declarations of Mr. Peck, “It is
perfectly consistent for preachers,” &c.; “It is in perfect
keeping,” &ec.; “We say it is altogether comsistent; and
perfectly natural for such professors to pay 50 cents to see
old Punch dance,” &ec., are the most daring abuse of truth,
‘when noticing the subject to which they stand connected
and the object designed to be accomplished by them, that
have ever observed from the pen of any man who had any
pretension to religion, truth, or honesty, These expres-
sions, if true, would prostrate all the religion in the world,
but the religion of the mission principle, as having a natu-
ral tendency to lead men to vanity and sin, and thus the
c¢hurch of God, in all ages, when withstanding, in the mo-
ther of harlots, and her daughters, the kindred spirits to
our modern missionarics were but a set of vain wicked
mortals: and now Mr, Peck, I am the very man who stands
opposed to missionaries and Sabbath schools, &e., &c., and
therefore refuse to allow you or any other supporter of
these mission plans and spirit, church or gospel privi-
leges with me. I am now rising fifty years old, and have
never yet seen “old Punch dance,” the wax figures, nor the
theatrical amusement, and the prime cause has been be-
cause I believed it to be a sin to sacrifice to, and worship
idols, and so far as I know, the Baptists stand with me in
believing such crimes deserve the rod of discipline.

And now, Sir, upon a fair view of the whole subject, I
have to say, in justice’ and honor to the truth and church
of" #od, that if’ your religion and friendly protectors can
swallow, protect, and fellowship such wicked perversion of
the truth, to the abuse of the church of Geod, it is sufficient-
Jy provea to every honest mind, that your religion belongs
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to the works of darkness, and sprang from the raystery oft
iniquity, and that it can only prevail at the destruction of
truth, and the overthrow of the Redeemer’s kingdom, while
there is sufficient cause manifested why you and your mis-
sion protectors are shut out from the Baptist union, as not
protecting that faith and practice which has long suffered
under the hand of Popes and merciless money-hunting
priests. All these things may appear strange, but the serip-
tures must be fulfilled, the names of God’s children must be
cast out as evil; the cup of the wicked must be filled, but
the arm of the Lord will ere long awake in the defence of
Zion; then woe to the wicked !

Since writing the forégoing, (except some small correc-
tions,) the May number of the AVestern Baptist (so called,}
came to my hand, in which T find Mr. Peck has really given
me a tolerable close passing notice, and it is a little amu-
sing to see how close he struck wlien he was so afraid that
he stood so far from me that he could not be certain whether
he hit me or not. However, I suppose we must excuse him
for being so unwilling to be brought into contact with such
men as me. Seeing that we being unshackled by the ar-
mour of human wisdom, are expert in war, holding our
swords girt upon our thigh; and he being unskilled
wielding the sword of the spirit, having the wisdom of the
world in place of the spirit of God, and depending on a
pufl’ of noise in place of the weight of truth, has made a
lucky escape by this turn of wit.

Perhaps Mr. Peck did not observe that he was so much

. ronfirming the truth of my essays on the Two Witnesses,

svhen he was bringing to view the extensive strength in the
‘old states on his own side,and I'suppose he had forgotten my
kindred spirits in the Kehukee association, when he made
bis bold unreserved assertions on that subject, but we must
ook over that mistake, as he attempted to tread on holy
‘ground without taking his man-made shoes from off hiz
feet, and belongs to that class which is much alarmed at
thé sword of the Lord and of Gideon.

And again, Mr. Peck has helped me very much in con-
firming the fact, that the war between God and the Devil
is manifested in the controversy between grace and works,
be, (as [ understand him,) presents A. Campiell and my-
gelt 1o Le the two extreme troublesome fellows. 'T'here is
stme truth in this, for Campbell has got nearly to the ex=
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teit of the work plan, and Mr. Peck being a littlé behind,
is muttering at him, but still following on, and [ am = sete
tled Predestinarian, contending for salvation by grace to the
glory of God; and so Peck hates me worse than hie does
Campbell, and I eertainly should have thought Mr, Peck
entitled to credit, could his prineiples have admitted of so
much candor as to have let his readers known that his great
object was to make a way of escape for the mission prin-
ciple by Killing the old Predestinarian Baptist, and there-
fore he had presented Parker’s views on the Two Seeds, in
the blackest colours his power of language could do, (hav-
ing no scriptures that he dare touch fairly on the subject,y
in order to put all the ugly doe-fuces on the Predestinarian
doctrine in his power, (regardless of truth,) hoping thereby
to alarm very muck, the old wonien and children, though
men might see through the thin veil of ignorance. And
now, (as he dare not meet Parker’s views on the Two Seeds
upon fair Bible ground,) that in order more effectually to
answer his purposes, he wished all the Armenians and mis-
sionaries to protest against Parker’s doctrine, under the ap-
parent name of Baptist and church zuthority, in the dark-
est colours, that he might publish it abroad: but I acknow-
ledge this would have manifested more candor than could
be expeeted from a missionary, therefore we must excuse
him on this ground; but I should be glad if he would let his
réaders know what church in Fualton county has done this
mighty thing, and to what union of Baptists they belonged,
and who was at the bottom of the thing, for it is quite like-
ly with me that there is a Mr, Clark there, a kindred spirit
of his, who some years past, in attempting a similar course
on the Wabash, destroyed his standing as a preacher, in a
great degree, left the country, and perhaps has never since
regained a fair standing in the Baptist union,

In conclusion of the whole matter, it really appears as
if Mr. Peck is very much alarmed, having no scriptural
evidences by which he can defend himself. He, like De-
metrius of old. when calling the workmen of like occupa-
tion, saying, Sirs, ye know that by this eraft we have our
wealth, begins to cry out, help! help!! our craft is in dan~
ger, our wealth will faii, ye men of like ocenpation gather
together in bands, counsel together, extend your ioudest pro-
tests Against those men, who are like to destroy the wuy of
our gains, by turning our worldly religion upside doya,
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Ho, ye! ho, ye!! old states, ye menied and missionary in-
stitutions of worldly wealth avd wisdom, Help! help!! our
eraftis in danger.  Siop, siop, Mr. Peck, what in the world
is the matter? Maiter, indeed!! our crait is in danger;
there are a few unlearned men in this western country that
we cannot subject to our craft of missions, and c¢ld Daniel
Parker is one of them, and he has published scmething
about two seeds, which is so fatal to our craft, that without
help there is great danger of losing our way of wealth,and
it is true that there are several wise learned editois in the
west, bt this old fellow, unlearned as he is, has a way of
managing his Bible on the doctrine of the two seeds, that
we never learned in our theological study, and although he
kas often urged on us to meet him on the plain Bible doce
trine of the T'we Seeds, vet none of us dare do that thing,
and now the only way to save our craft, is to drown him
and all those stubborn wretches, by deing what little we
ean at home ourselves, and geiting a fleod of wisdom anc
wealth from the old states, Therefore, oh! ye old states,
although we have been here so long, and done all we could.

is there not “more necessity for Baptist ndssionaries” (st

ealled,) “being sent into ihese dark corners of our ow:

land, than to Indians or Burmah.” Help, our craft is is

more danger here than any where else. Send us your mis

sionaries, (not these the Lord has prepared,) wealth ane

Zunday scheol apparatuses, &ec. &c. Having been more
lengthy than was intended, and being in a hurry, we shall
leave Mr. Peck erying to his God for help, while we turm
our attention to see what the Editor of the Chronicle is
abeut, for it is likely that he has taken an alarm, and 8
secking scmme way for dodging, Adieu,

[Ep1ToR,

Well, Mr. Chambers, ¢iter tccking over what you have
seen proper to say to and about me, and the doctrine ad-
vanced by me, in your June No., | believe I have but little
to say to you; however,a few things are necessary, as we
are about to part, perhaps forever I am truly sorry that
yeu have not given scme better evidence of christian can-
dour, as_grounds to hope that the Chronicle may still prove
a bicssiog to the Baptists,

You may rest contented as to any thing appearing {rom
®ie but under my own proper signature.  When 1 have laid
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truth before the public in its proper colours, I feel content-
od as having done my duty, What has passed between you
and I, 1s now before the people, let it go for what it is worth.
Let them judge as to the connexion between my supposed
errors, as to doctrine, and your misrepresentations for your
own advantage, to my injury, and then say, have you made
a jostifiable shift to avoid a fair investigation of what is
Bible truth, in order to settle disputed points, It is true,
that I had expected you would try to shift out some way,
but hardly could have supposed that you would have sought
shelter under your own wrongs, You, by assailing the
truth, and publishing false things, had implicated myself and
the Baptist with whom I stand connected, and when you
were corrected, and requested to set things right before the
public, that each of us might stand on the grounds that
rightly belonged to us, you have now made a pretext of
that thing, as though I had offered you an insult, and wish-
ed to seek a quarrel with you, and have thereby laboured
to cover your former errors, from which you, as a christian
and a gentleman, should have retracted, you have also made
this an excuse to get clear of me, No wonder, sir, that
you are tired of me, if this is your way of doing business,
glow let every eandid mind decide on the thing; who has the
cause to complain, you or 1?  You have assailed that pre.
cious truth, honour and cause of the Redeemer, that I feel
more dear to me than all the world calis good and great,
and in the defence of which I bave spent the most of my
days, (though in a weak hobbling way,) labouring with my
own hands to support a helpless family, making the gospel
without charge, bearing more than usual difficulties in at-
tending to my ministerial duties, yet of all my hard strug-
gles through life I complain not, but of you, who would by
%'our course toward me, prostrate all, Now Sir, what have
done? Can youtell? My crimes are before the public;
let them be examined. Have I done any thing worse than
pluinly to lay before you what you had done, and what was
now yourduty to do? Should this have offended an honest
man? Surely not, Had you dispuied any part of my coms-
plaint against you, and thought it perhaps not correct, why
did you not call on me to explain orestablish ii? Busi no,
.you cautiously avoid an invesiigation with me, on every
+disputed point between us. I will now ask, would any ho-
west man wish to establish the maxim that the mest sacrod

-
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thing a man may possess may be assailed by the tongue o#
pen of a slanderer, and yet he must hold his peace, never
seek for redvess nor relief, or be connted the guilty person?
If not, where are my wrongs? And now Mr, Chambers,
you may think of my “attitude™ as you please, and whether
I have written till all is blue, black or white, I wish not to
injure you, but to relieve the truth from reproach, and until
you are willing to do that, I wish as liitle to do with you
as you possibly can with me, and let the candid mind judge
between us; I consider [ have but done my duty, and if yon
can live under these things, and be protected in good con-
science before all men, iive on, but it is vain for you to hold
out to me the loss of patronage, or the threats of my pa-
trons, Iesteem those at Georgetown equal with others eise-
wheve, Should they all forsake me, this is no reason why
I should forsake the truth. The world is not what I am
after in any respect, Had this been my object, I should
bave taken a very dificrent course. I expected to meet
with opposition; I have not been disappointed, except from
an unexpected quarter. And now I have tosay in the close
beiween us, and near the close of the Church Advocate,
that I am coming off with a more easy, clear and decided
vietory than Ihad anticipated, particularly as it relates to the
docirine of the “T'wo Seeds.” I had wished an investigation
of that doctrine in Bicle truth, knowing that in myseif I
was but a poor imperfect veing, and hoping that if 1 were
deceived, and in an error, that by hearing what could be
said on the other side of the question, in a way to show the
Bitle to be a chain of consistent truth, I might come to a
sight of my errors, and retract from them, believing that
if truth was on my side, that God had, by his spirit and
word, taught me that truth, and would enable me to aetend
it. But no one has attempted to meet me in the Bible fair-
ly on that subject. This makes me believe that the doctrine
is so confirmed in Bible truth, that no one could see their
way out, so as to authorize them to make a fair attack on
e, for an impartial investigation of the subject.

It is true ihat some of you Editors have given my views
on the Two Seeds a passing notice by way of abuse, but
when 1 have reined you up to the Bille, you have shifted
some way to get clear of the fair investigation of the sub-
ject.  This makes me thizk you are afraid of 1t, and when
wise men (commonly speaking,) abuse and misrepresent

v



£

CHURCII ADVOCATE. U433

the doctrine by, great swelling words, of man’s wisdom, I
am still more confirmad in the trath of the doctrine, sip-
posing they have done the best they could with their side of
the q :esiion, and it is a faet, that in ail cases which have.
come to my kaowledge, where my opponeats have atteimote
ed to mark out their line of oppositton, they run 1ato Uai-
versalianism, or make God the author of sin and iniqui-
ty, and sometimas both, and it appears that my opponents
cannot progress butat the sacrifice of some part of the Bi-
ble and gospel doctrine held sacred by the Baptist. F have
no pretensions to being a scholar, and muy have psed some
improper langaage in commumenting my views of the sub-
Ject, but it is a bad mark of a christian who is a scholar,
to act the part of a Buzzard, live on the stinking ment '.m(i
have no use for the sound, and upon the whole, it appears to
me, that my opponents have done as much in establishing
the doctrine of the Two Sceds, (as brought to view by ms,)
in the candid mind, as what I have ‘done: I have laid the
doctrine befors tha pabliz, as BiYie truth, and they have
coufirmed that truth, by manifestiag an opposition to it, and
vet being unable to meet it open and plain in the word of
divine trath,

Thaus the Lord has given his truth the victory, through a
poor unlearned (as to worldly wisdom) instrument, to tho
glory of his name, and the confuting of the wisdom of the
wise; thea let God have the glory, while the instrumant
patiently bears the reproaches of the learned for his izno-
rance, . [Ep.

P. S.—Some no doubt, will blame me for taking up se
much room in this number, in controversy, or exposing the
crrors of others, My reader what else can I do? There
is now no way to shun controversy, but by letting error
progress uninterrupted. This I cannot do, while under my
present responsibility. Ihave long borne testimony against
the corrupt lying spirit in the mission system, and cannot
now stop, because the iniquity has abounded uatil too many
are captured by it. Shall [ suffer the teuth aad church of
God, with the vitais of religion to be agsailed, and yei hold
my peace, lest I fall- under the displeasare of tha wisdom,
and reiigion of the world? I cannot, I will not. Yoa that
fove tho world more than the Saviour, go with it at yous
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own risk, but let me be found with the afflicted few, beds
ing testimony in defence of Zion’s cause; against error.

[EprTor.

P ;

Eczxtract of a letier from Eider William Hays, West Ten-
nessee, Wealkly County.

“If you ¢an find room in the Church Advocate to give
your views on the following queries, I should be gratified,
as they pertain to the church,

Ist. Are the first 17 verses of the 13th chapter of the
gospel by St. John, to be considered as giving us an exam-
ple to be observed by the church? If so; at what time
should it be attended to?

2d. Were the Gentiles under the moral law, at the com-
ing of Christ? If so, why did 8t. Paul say that the Gen-
tilce, having not the law,are a law unto themselves?

3d. What is the difference between the general atoners,
and the Universalians? and if a general atonsment were
made, i it not consonant to the will of God? therefore if
all aro?not saved, does it notargue that there is a defect in

ower
. 4th. Is the sinner justified in time, or virtually in
eternity ?

‘5th. Do you believe that this earth will be entirely an-
aihilated, or are we to expect it to be revolutionized? If
annihilated, where is your evidence?

6th, Did Adam possess a spirit in his created state su.
periortoanimal? As I understand the soul and spirit to be
different, dear brother, be pleased to answer these queries;
as they are matters of considerable moment to me.”

THE ANSWER.
Dear BroTuer,

I consider your points of inquiry worth particular at-
tention, and of deep interest to the church; and being un-
willing to express my opinion on interesting subjects with-
out bringing to view my reasons and evidences, I regret
that the want of room forbids me to do that justice to those
points that their merit demands, However, having in my
opinion, answered in merit some of your poinis of inquiry,
in essays written before your queries came to hand, I'shall
proceed in conjunction with what 4 have already said, to
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make a few remarks on the different points, as expressive
of my understanding therein.

Ist. I'have no doubt but that the Saviour gave an exam-
ple as recorded in the 13th chapter of John, which ‘should
be observed by his church. The Pope, the Priest, and the
Pedo Baptist, by their claiming the right of power as be-
longing to the clergy, expresses that they believe that the
instroctions given by Christ to his Apostles belongs alono
to the ministerial department of the church, and indeed
nearly every sect except the Baptist, by their government,
expresses something like the same belief. But [ understand
by the name of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb being in
the twelve foundations of the New J erusalem, and by other
similar passages of divine writ, that they are spolen to or
of, as being the instruments by which the gospel church is
set up and organized in the world, and therefore the instruc-
tions given to the Apostles are to be understood as instruc-
tions given to the church as a body, including all the mems-
bers with their several gifts and graces of the spirit. Thus
when Thrist is spesking to Peter as giving him the keys of
the kingdom, he is thereby showing the power with which
the church is clothed, and even so, in the chapter under
consideration, the Saviour was giving 2nd leaving an ex-
ample which should be strictly observed by the church.
Mach is unfolded or expressed, in the seventeen verses un-
der consideration. 'The reader would do well to examine
them close, while I'make a few remarks on the subject mat-
ter presented therein.

The knowledge of the Saviour that he was about to leave
the world, and go to the Father, together with his great
love to his own that was in the world, appear to be the mo-
ving cause of the transaction which took place. This is
sufficient to show that the Lord intended the example to be
of a lasting use and benefit to the church, while it further
appears that in consequence of all things being given into
the hands of the Saviour, he proceeded into the transaction,
By this we are taught that the Saviour exercised the right-
ful authority belonging to him as head of the chureh and
king of Zion, when laying this example for his followers,
The Saviour’s rising from supper and laying aside his
garments, and girding himself with a towel, leads me to
view the great love wherewith hs loved his church, which
eaused him to lay aside his heavenly garments and gird
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himself with the girdle of humauity, that he might reach

our case, 'The pouring water into a bason presenis to view'

the great plan of salvation in which is treasured up the
stores of grace, the reviving, cleansing quality of which

is 80 oflen represented by the element of water. The wush-.

ing of the disciple’s teet, and wiping them with the towel
wherewith he was girded, brings to view the grace of God
by which we are washed from oar sins, by means of the
towel or girdle of humamty, while we are taught great ha-
mility indeed, when viewing the Saviour stooping so low a3
to reach the extreme low defiled members of the bodv, by
which we may learn that the lowest or most doubting, trem-
bling member of the church, his body, is not forgotten, or
neglected by the Saviour, and of course should not bLe
by us,

The Saviour’s taking his garments, and sitting down
again, presents to view, that after he had obtained efernal
redemption for us, he took his heavenly garmeaots and sat
down on the right hand of God, from whence he makes the
heart-searching inquiry, “Know ye what 1 have done le
you”? -

This inquiry of the Saviour should certainly penetrate
the heart of everysaint with the soul-reviving inguiry inte
what the Saviour has done for them in the work and won-

ders of redemption, which had been so lively set forth in.

the Saviour’s washing his disciple’s feet.  The Saviour then
brings to the view of his disciples, that they rightly own
him as their master and Lord, and upon this acknowiedg-
meat on their part, he enjoins on them the duty of washing
one another’s feet, letting them know that he had given
them an example that they should do as he had done unte
them, and that as they were the servants, and he their Lord,
they should not consider themselves greater than he, while
he lets them know that their happiness did not consist in a
bare knowledge of duty, but in the performance of the
same.

Now the plain fact is, that those who do notacknowledge
the Suviour to be “Master and Lord,” should not attend
to the example of washing one anothes’s feet, but those who
do acknowledge that fact, are bound by that declaraiion,
and the injunciion of the Saviour, to aitend to washing
each other’s feet, Tam well apprized of the many excuses
and objections respecting this example, and if room would

Sy
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admit, T shonld not feel at a loss in awswering them all.
Ar what time (his example should be atlended to, forms ano-
ther phint of inquiry.

This has been a point that in years past I have examin-
ed with the closest attention, and my final conclusion is,
that the example of washing feet was never intended to
stand so connected with the sncrament of the Lord’s sup-
per, that at that particular time it should be attended to.
The example itself is the injunction, and the time is to be
eonsulted by christian pradence and conveniences, and
should brethren, at their meetings, or when visiting each
other, attend to the example, I believe it is righi, or should
they make an appointment for that purpose, it is well. The
churches in this conntry make it a standing rule to atiend
to the example on the Saturday night of their sacrament
meetings, mostly because there are aptto be more brethren
together at such times,

My particnlar reasons for sitting down with this view of
things, are: The sacrament was administered while eating
the Passover. The Passover was eat at the hour of mid-
night. According to the record of Saints Matthew and
Mark, the Saviour designated who should beiray him before
he administered the supper, and by St John’s account, not
until after he had washed his disciple’s teet, These lhiugs,
together with what is said in the first verse of this chapter,
(“Now before the feas,” &.) leads me to believe that it
was perhaps but a common supper in the forepart of the
night, that the Saviour rose from when he washed his dis-
ciple’s feet, and thus the example took place before the sa-
crament; be that as it may, St. John’s giving us no account
of the Saviour’s administering the sacrament, iz sufficient
to prove to me, that he did not consider the example of
washing feet connected with the sacrament, as to the time
when it should be attended to.

2ud. By the moral law, we understand the ten command-«
ments, five of which enjoins on us our duty to our God; and
the other five our duty to our fellow mortals, Thus the
Saviour sums the whole up in two poiats, one to God, and
the other to our neighbour. Whaat this law requires is the
great object of the christian religion; by this law is the
knowledge of sin. This law is not done away, but magni-
fied and made honourable by the Saviour. This is the law
that the Saviour did not come to destroy, but to fulfil, Thig
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law is not a skadow, hut a substance, yet there was a “sha-
dow” belonging to this law. By this shadow, ] understand
the law has a covenant of works, including the national
code and Levitical priesthood, containing carnal ordi-
nances,

This law, as a covenant of works, the Gentiles were not

_ under, but the law being spiritual, holy, just and good, its

work could be written in the hearts of the Gentiles, which
T understand to be the one talent, the conscience or moni-
tor that 1s in every man’s breast, which teaches men to fear
judgment, but does not give them hearts to love God. Thus
the Gentiles had not the law, yet were a law unto them-
selves, their consciences also bearing witness, and their
thoughts meanwhile accusing, or else excusing one another,
according to the moral virtues performed among them
agreeably to their understanding of morality

3rd, It is difficult to distinguish between two points of
error so nearly related to each other, If the advocates for
the doctrine of the general atonement believed the truth as
revealed in God’s word respecting the purity of the atone-
ment, and the certainty that all for whom it was made,
would be bro't to the Saviour, as being given to him, they
would adopt the Universalian prineiplesin toto; but if the
Universalians believed the truth of God’s word respecting
the punishment of the wicked, and cause of condemnation,
they certainly would reject both their own principles and
the doctrine of the universal atonement. Thus about all
the difference between them is, the one believes the atone«
ment was equally for all, yet God having respect to the act
of the creature in making the atonement effectual to his
salvation, all who fail to act their part will be lost, The
other believes the atonement was made equally for all, and
consequently God will lose nothing, but will, finally save
all that Christ redeemed, The balance of this point being
so fully answered in my 6th and 7th Numbers, 2d Volume,
1 shall pass on, .

4th, If 1 understand you, yourobjectis to know whether
God’s children are jusufied before they are converted, or
when they receive the evidence of their sins. = This inter-
esting subject requires that mmnch should be said, but I
must be short. In order to understand this subject corrects
ly, we should carefuily examine the following facts.

Yirst, God’s children had two standings, one in Adam.
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deir natural head, in which they sinned, fell and came
ghort of the glory of God, the other in Christ, their spiritu-
al head, in whom they are complete.

Second, When \('eré God’s children SCF:!I‘EC! in .C}.)l'ls.', it
time or in eternity? If in time, their justification is in time,
if in eternity, their justification is in eternity.

Third. We should ohserve with attention ‘that justifica-
tion isa law term, and that God is the justifier,

Fourth. A correct understanding of the difference be-
tween justifying a transgressor and the pardoning of a
stnner, will almost explain the whole matter. The purity
of God’s law and justice by which it is maintained, will
not admit of mercy’s being extended in the pardon of sias,
where the law still holds a demand against the siuner. If
the person against whom the law holds no demand is not in
a justified state in the eye of the law, I do not understand
the use of language; and if the Saviour has redeemed his
church fronfunder the law, and from its curse, having ob-
tained eternal redemntion for us, the church is certainly in
a justified state She was virtuallyl so before the Saviour
died for her sins, and rose again for her justification, and
since that she is actually so, the justice of the divine law
baving met all its claims in Christ her head and husband,
it has no demands against her, This is the cause why grace
ean be extended, sinners bro’t to repentance, and that the
Saviour has power on earth to forgive sins, while God can
be just, and the justifier of all them that believe in Jesus,

God first reconciled the world unto himseif before he
committed unto us the words of reconciliation, The for.
giveness of sins cannot take place by a simple act of mer-
ey at the expense of the #ruth and justice of God. Thus
the sinner receiving the pardon of his sins, is the evidence
of his justification, a fact which existed before he knew it,
for if Christ had not redeemed the sinner from the curse of
the law, he never could have heen delivered from fhe power
of darkness, and received the forgiveness of his sins, A
man to be condemned and justified at the same time, is a
paradox in the view of many, Thiscan be solved, when
we remember that in Adam, our natural head, we fell, and
that we are continually eondemned sinners, when viewed
as standing related to him; but in Christ, eur spiritual head,
we are eompiete, and that we are continvally righteons cr
Justified, when viewed as standing related to hun, Thus
the siuner can be eoavieted for sin? feed the weight of bia
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guilt, viewing himself justly condemned by God's righteoul
law, s standing connected with his natural head, and at the
samo time stand completely justified in Christ, and the
very moment thaf the divine spirit witnesses to the penitent
soul, the fact that Christ is his Saviour, and in him he is
justified, that moment the burthen of guilt is removed. .
The soul never feels condemnation when viewing itself as
standing related to Christ, nor is the revealing this fact to
the soul the creating of the fact; the fact existed before,
and if God chose his people in Christ before the world was,
the fact existed before the world was, Ged being the justi-
fier, and ‘justification a law term. Loy
+Fifth, Asto what will be the situation of this earth after
thie resurrection of the dead, when the work of redemption
is completed, and God has remeved corruption entirely from
ity I am at present unprepared 16 express a satisfactory opin-
ion, (it will all be right,) and I’have not room to bring to
view the different points of divine writ upon tiat subject,
and show the proper conclusion, therefore I will pass this .
point by, believing that it will be unfolded to-the church in
ASAMES L i b i
- # Bixth, Adam was certainly a natural being, and not a
spiritual one, when created, and as the term animel may Le
‘used in distinguishing betwecen natural and spiritual things, .
it-will suitably apply to him in‘every property he possessed, .
yet I have thought, that what we call the antmal spirit; is@..
Pmduot_'offm all, and notral property of man in ereation. ;| i
The animal spiritis but the product and instrument of the. . =
carnal mind,swhich is not reconciled to. Ged, - Thisanimal .
spirit is that which loves’earthly things; and is often substi- ;
tuted in the place of true religion,and when roused into ac. . -
tion, produecss almost every: act -of wickedness comamitted s - ..
in'the world: = It is the medivm throigh svhich the énemy: v .~
distresses God’s children, and bften loads them éstray, This v ©
animal spirit ‘will be lost in death, and never rise to trous’; =
ble God’s chiildren any more. . 'There i3 chntroversy as 40+
which is theexisting part of ey thesoul or -spirit, and
YThave no doibt but that both termsare used in‘the werd of -
teuth, as expressive of that past of mdnywhich will eternal-
iy exist, bul Fthiok youwill' uhdesstand: maasdo that part
- of ‘man whicli I nave been pointing dut,and astoany thing . ¢
further on this sutject, Lyefer'you. o my answer to some -
inquiry waich vou will findiin: the 8thNo. . « S
Your brother i tribulationy © DANHL. PARKER,

L
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