Abilene Christian University

Digital Commons @ ACU

Church Advocate Stone-Campbell Archival Journals

7-1831

Church Advocate, Volume 2, Number 10 (1831)

Daniel Parker

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/church_advocate


















2322 CHURCIH ADVOCATE,

m grace, for the church of God to pray to her hushand to
make such a compromise between trath and error, that the
supporters of each might unife in christian union. The
church of God should certainly be much on her guard these
last times, and not suffer that woman Jezebel, who calleth
herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce the Lord’s ser-
vants to commit fornication I have long since brought to
view that the war in the religious world is between the
priaciple of works and the principle of grace. Could the
Devil unite in union, that principle brought in by the ser-
pent, and the principle which God has revealed from Hoa-
ven, then he would accomplish his object in the overthrow
of the great God, as God must cease to exist in his divine
character, or he will save his kingdom pure from iniquity.
Thus we need not think strange of the hypocritical appa-
rent friendship of the Devil, nor of his friends and the sup-
porters of his religion, getting mad, and making lies their
refuge, when the iniquity of their father, the Davil, is ex-
posed. Let thosc missionary adulterers and adulteresses
unite among themselves, and let the bride, the Lamb’s wife
alone, and I will venture to say that she will never trouble
them for a union, but will be content with her own husband,
as they should be with theirs.

Mr. Peck, ia the Pioneer of May 4th, 1831, informs us
thus:

A Baptist brother and preacher in the state of Tennes-

see, thus writes, April 14th, 1831,

“Dear Brother Peck: I hope you will not think me a
flatterer, when from a sense of duty, I say that [ am stilf
better pleased with your publications, particularly your re-
marks on the “T'wo Seceds,” and doctrines inculeated in
the Church Advocate. Iam still the more convinced of”
the propriety of enlarging your work. Your answer to
—, inone of your Dacember numbers is enough.
We are plagued more with P ’s antinomian doctrines
here, than any other error, as Campbellism is not doing
much in this quarter.”

Had Mr. Peck given us the name of this preacher, it
might have removed.some doubts as to his being entitied
to the right of being calied a Baptist, for this is very doubt-
ful, not because he is not reconciled to my views on the
two seeds, but because he has fellowship with the courso
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and doctrine of My, Peck, which no man can do, and be a
Baptist of the old stamp, neither could a sound Baptist be
so easily reconciled with Mr. Peck’s answer to my address
to him, when he has failed to establish any of his particu-
lar remarks, in truth, or to refute any of the charges [ have
exhibited against him, but passing by all his misrepresen-
tations, most of which had been answered by a statement
of facts, before new published by him. I'will take the liber-
ty toask this Tenaessee preacher if the old predestinarian
Baptists of that state are like Mr. Peck, in denying the im
mediate aid of the divine spirit, in enabling a man to
preach? 'This I had charged Mr. Peck with doing, and he
has not, nor I think will not, veature to deny it, while the
Charch Advocate is progressing. This crime alone would
have excluded a preacher from the Baptist union, when 1
was preaching in that state many years past, and if it will
not do it now, it is because they have fallen from that stead-
fastaess in the spirituality of the gospel ministry, which
departure from the faith renders them unworthy to be cal-
led the gospel, or Baptist church. I am well apprized that,
although the Devil formerly hated the name Baptist, so that
he could persecute them to death, yet now, in order to car-
ry on his iniquitous policy, he caa cheerfully take the name
of Bapiist upon himself.

Another correspondent from a northern county in this
state, writes thus, April 19th.;

“Brother Peck,—You know there are many people about
me who wiil not give a bit, for a Bible, nor 50 cents fer
500 pages of tracts, and they think it sinful to encourage
missionaries, But they can go to see wax figares exhibit-
ed,and give 25 cents for a sight, They can attend theat.-
rical amusements and pay 50 cents, and think it no harm
to look at old Punch and the Devil, and all those foolish
things, which are the unfruitful works of darkness. I would
be glad that you would give us your opinion about these
things in your next paper.

THE ANSWER,

“We shall certainly not refuse to comply with the request,
of our brother who is a pious and useful preacher of tho,
gospel, and whose soul is so often vexed with the uncharis,
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table and unehristian spirtt, and impropriety of conduct o
the part of some who are calied B:ptists.

Those who strain at knats, uniformly swallow cam-
els, It is perfectly consistent for preachers and profassors
who shut their doors against orderly Baptists of uaimaeach-
able standing, and refuse them fellowship ia the chirch,
calumniate their characters, an ! denounce them from the
stand where the zospel ought to be preached, bécause they
show favour to missionaries, Sabbath schools, &e.; it is in
perfect keeping for those who compel the poor to whom a
Bivle is given, to give it back, or be turned out of the
charch;—we say it is altogether consistent and perfectly
natural for such professorsto pay 59 cents to see old Punch
dance. We see nothing very strange or nanataral in it
We supposs a sight of the image of the Dovil would be
far more gratifving to such persons than the sight of a
missionary. Ws only add serionsly thai sach professord
are most lamentably deceivel, God is not to be mocked.
BFor ull these things He will bring them into judgment.”’

Why has Mr. Peck withheld this writer’s name from usy
dDut to evade the united contradiction of the Baptist in the
state of [llinois who stand connected with the Baptist union?
Ho tells us this man is a useful preacher of the gospel.
ile may think so, but can it be supposed that it will be
thought so by the Baptist, who for the sake of trath and
gospel order, reject Mr. Peck himself from their palpits,
not believing him to be a useful preacher of the gospel, as
he is not taught to be dependant on the aid of the divine
spirit, and of course does not preach, nor cannot cousistent-
ly pray like the old Baptist. It is our business to expose
error, that the church may be gnarded against it, and al-
though Mr. Peck is too well known to do the Bapiist here
much harm, yet we shall notice something of the iniquity
here manifested.

First. This writer does not say that these bad people
among whom he lives are Baptists, but Mr, Peck presen's
them as being preachers and professors of the Baptist or-
der. So between the two they slander the Baptists, not in
saying that we do not encourage tracts and missionari s,
but in charging us with attending such shows, &c.; and
this charge should be considered false, until the accuser
and the accused are both made known, for although some
Baptists may have been guilty, yet these things are
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wot tolerated by the Baptists of my acquaintance in the
state, and [ do think that this occasion sought agaiost us,
should cause every Bapiist to be more on his watch, as
the wicked are dispused to feed upon the sins of God’s
people, )

Second. It is here insinuated that the Baptists think so
little of the Bitle that they will not even give 122 cents
for 1t. 'This must be desirned, and not ignorant wicked-
pess, for it is certainly well known, that no people have so
great use for the Bible in maintaining and defending their
religion as the Buptists have, particularly when they have
to contend against the mission errors,

Third. Mr. Peck presents that the soul of this writer,
had been often vexed by the uncharitable and unchristian
spirit, &ec.  An unchristian spirit is one who refuses or
negiects to imitate or obey Christ, and as Christ has no
where, by precept nor example, enforced on us, that which
we are now called on by the mission spirit and priaciple to
do, a rejection of what a missionary may call acts of chari-
ty, cannot in truth be said to be an unchristian act or spirity
therefure this charge or insinuation is false,

Fourth. While Mr. Peck’s unqualified remarks, respect-
ing straining at knats and swallowing camels, are no doubt
designed to criminate the whole Buptist counexion who
stand opposed to the mission system, among whom he has
long sought to creep 10 with his errors,  He would present
the mission principie aud practice (if' errors,) as but knats,
and the attending shows and piaces of vain amusement, as
camels. Although God’s children should turn their eyes
away from beholding iniquity, and not be guilty of thuse
vain things, to the dishonor of the Redeemer’s cause, yet
there is no just comparison between the iniguity of those
vain things, and that of the mission spirit and principle.
The one has no pretensions to any thing but natural amuse-
ment, and though it animates the carnal mind, yet it does
not implant or increase the Devil’s religious principles in
the human heart, in opposition to the .ruth and government
of Heaven, nor does it seek law authority to force its way.
"The other claiming itself to be the religion of the Saviour
ereeping into law authority, forcing its way by the wealth,
wisdom and spirit of the world, to the sacrifice of the true
spirit of the christian religion, while manifesting a greater
thirst for money than the wicked show-masters, should h¢




