
Abilene Christian University Abilene Christian University 

Digital Commons @ ACU Digital Commons @ ACU 

Church Advocate Stone-Campbell Archival Journals 

8-1831 

Church Advocate, Volume 2, Number 11 (1831) Church Advocate, Volume 2, Number 11 (1831) 

Daniel Parker 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/church_advocate 











I 

CHURCH ADVOCATE 246 

odv but that the enemv is the cause· and as the Saviour 
- ' • ' r h did not sufft•r and die to prevent sin nnd it,; author ,rum e-

ing eternally punished, but to redeem his church from t~8 
curse of God's holy law, and thereby open the ~vay, th.it1~ 
justice the power of God might be di,;played tn the deh-• 
verence of his chosen people frum the power of da:kn~ss., 
lt is but a fair conclusion, when we say that the Jt1Stlce, 
glory and power of God will charge home upon the serpent,_ 
his enemy, 1he corrupting cause of all siu and distress, >tnd. 
its product, the guilt uf every sin committed agains• him, 
a.nd pumsh it eternally in i111 11uthor, and the punishing of 
the product of the serpent is but puni,;hing of sin anri the, 
serpent himself, while all the children of the Del-'il, and 
the imperfections of God's children, being the product of 
that old serpent, the Devil, will be driven to the source from 
whence they came, and God will save himself in the pro
duct of himself, with an everlasting salvation, separating 
the precinus from the vile, not leaving one hoof of his own 
behind with the Egyptians in Egypt. Oh! ~ow soul-~vi .. 
vi11g should the;;e reflections be to the dear children of ,-od,. 
while wadin" through this vale of tears, contending wittl 
the wieked powers of thi enemy in their christi.m warfare,., 
remembering th,it God will be glorified in them as the in
struments and product of himself, while their tormenting 
enemy will he eternally tormented in the persecuting in-
struments and product of him~elf. [Eo, 

A few remarks on the Jfis.\ion subject. 
When God has converteJ men to know and lorn the truth, 

wherever the) find it, a few scriptural evidences on any _ 
particular point will satisfy such men. Bt1t men who say 
they love truth. and yet are not converted to know and love 
it, all the Bible will fail in convincing them contrary to 
their wished-for worldly plans of wisdom, honuu1· and 
garns. 

We backwood folks understand the words "Baptist Col• 
lege," or "Baptist Education Society" to lie expressive of 
a college or s iciety appointed or established l.Jy the antho-
rity of the .Baptist 1mion churches or government, for the 
use and l,enefit of the Baptist society, under their govern-. 
ment and direction. If we are wrong in thus under8tand
i.nJ wordo, eJucat10n must ue of some particular advantage, 

d we deserve i;ome reproof a.ad correction t~r ur i~ne-
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ranee; but if we are right, the Baptists in Kentucky hnv 
suffereJ themselves tn I c impnscd on hy men of edu~ativn_, 
and he "Baptist Colle"e" as so callr•d by the editor cf 
the Chronicle, anrl "the "kenturky ct!ucation societ," ass• 
called Ii) the act incorporating the trustees of that ·society, 
is an imposition on the Daptists in that state, and an abns~ 
of langm1ge, or sad I ervnsion of the tru:h, or othcrw· c1 
th·,t education soci:.!ty bc!on!;s· to the Bap•ists in th,1t st , 
is unrlcr their go,ernment and their direction, and the L enc
fits .iri~in;r from it I elc.,n,g to them h; this the case? Ihd 
the act of iw:orporatiP11~ read, An act to incorpor •c tb * 
trustees of an education society for the u~e of the lhptist 
in Kcntur·ky, pru,·ided they will accept of it on the term 
of iucorpurati, n, &c., we unlearned people could then huv 
understood the thin~ some I ettcr, and ,, hen , ·e read about 
tlie Baptist board of foreign rns,sinn~, -it really looks to HI 

as if thi,; hoard, pro,·iued these wor<l, t e true, was formed 
by the Baptist auth,,rit~·, and is under their government, 
but 11po11 examination we find these things are not facts; 
and \\ hen we reud ahont (not in the Bi Lie,) the conventio 
out of \\ hi• h this board is form:id, Icing composed of mem
bers from mis~iunary societies, and other religious bodiea 
of the Baptist denomination, &c., it appcari, to us that mis
sio11ary societies are here presented as being religious be• 
dies of the Baptist denomination, and when we learn that 
men, nu matter how wicked they are, can, by paying their 
money, Lccome members of missionary societies, it looks 
tu us as if the Baptist name is much di;igraced; so upott 
the whole, we backwood folks are either very ignorant in
deed, or the Baptist church is very much disgraced by men 
of education, "ho know but little of th~t wisdom ,-.-hicl',i 
cometh from above. 

Jf the Baptist be a people, let their Mme stand as web., 
ar.d do not blend it with religious incorpora ions improperly, 
when the) have nei her asked for, nor want euch thing~, 
nor uppose that the act of a few assuming, unauthorized 
n1e11 ure the act of the Baptist denomination. A board er 
sc ci"t) composed of Eaptist mcml,ers without the autl,ority 
of the Baptist uuion, ca11not in truth lie called a Baptist 
[,ci: rtl or s:ocicty, and none l,ut men who are ignorant of 
Ian, 1a~e, or al "hat the Baptists as a ch•1rch or people i,, 
will c'o ~u.:h a thin;;. 

Th rt.fol en my of th chur b has a"t t.l II p~,t f 
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nftJ• ,ener11l, when placin.~ a bate to dr;w, the atten!io'l 
.,f the arlver~ary, while he is prcparin~ to come in on th~ 

ther side. The errors of A. Campbell, have been placel 
:w as to call the attention of the Ihptisb, while the nnro 
,fan~erous errors of the mission principle h,i vc been creep• 
in!! 10 on their blind side. The B1ptists in many place,; 
are rejoicing in ,he victory gained over Campbellisrn, while 
the more corrupting errors of the mis'lion principle h wo 
t>rept in and taken them captive. Camjll,ellism, when 
lmo1 •n, doe5 the B1ptists no harm, it only takes fr0m amon.~ 
them the unrenewed in heart. The missi nism hadn~ 
oa more of the sheep\; clothin~, are more dan;:;crous i!1 
~tealing the minds of s,1iuts from the simplicity of th!> 
iOspel. 

If the Bible points out the plans now pursued hy tho 
rnissi')n principle, as God's method to spread the gospel. I 
am a pMr blind wicked wretch, as destitute of the benefit;, 
and knowledge of Bible truth as the Devil himse'f. If th 
Bi lie has not directed and authorized the mission plans 
and vays, they are a set of wicked rebels against the go• 
vernment of Ht>aven, apparently as far out of the reach of' 
conviction ns the devils themselves: for observations will 
prove that it is vain to produce scnptural evidence against 
th<>ir ohjects; their own way they will have, whether pro
tected by truth or falsehood, although they cannot sh,,w i 
God's vord hy what authority they arc doing these thing;i, 
B<> the mis~ion principle good or bad, the time has come 
11·hen all mnst submit to g•J with it, or meet persecutions 
from it. 

We hwe heretofore presented that the innocent damsel 
is seldom in more dan~er than when she is listening with 
confidenoe to the flattering tongue of a false.he· rted hver. 
fh the church of God, or many of her memhe1s, by givin~ 
}iecd to seducing spirits and (bctrines of devils, hwe suf
fered the enemy to corrupt the spouse of the Lr11nb, and de• 
file his bed, so that the mission principle be;ins to claim 
,h'3 ri,.:ht of possession to the execution of the authority of 
Christ, :he ritShtfol husband. 

The mission principle, through its seminaries, having 
ronght forth such a crop of educated youn2; men, that al

most every town and setticmcn.t arc now v i~ited liy a ~ea: 
imp 1rta11t young man, who i,, advo,:ating s.,me of the mis
·1ori plai:is, so as to glit bii livini witli.ow.t l~ om-ing in th'! 
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honest way, These young men being taught in the p1a1t 
of suhtility, and supposing they have nearly all the \\ isdo 
that iF going, have almost as mnch assurance as a hou8e
jly •hat can light on a king, and though it be driven (roi. 
one place, it will light on another. Jt is hard for the inno
cent Lamb of God to wi•hstnnd the subtility of these ser
pents so long as they are listening to their flatteries. The 
only wa) to withstand those bold intruders on gospel truth 
and church rights, is to act the part of a virtuous woman, 
in re~isting with unhesitating firmness the first attempt 
made on her virtues. Do not stand a moment to parley 
with them, but defend the ri~hts of the Lord's house with 
the confidence of the married wife. 

The mission principle, some years past, while appearing 
under the name of the Baptist board of foreign missions, 
ha,ing met a fatal blow in the wei:-t, has since sought for 
other, tille8 or names, by which it rna) intrude itself with 
more ease upon the comm unit)', among those various names, 
titles or plans, we have but room to take some notice of 
the Sablmth schools. 

ThP reason why we notice this part of the product of 
the miss10n principle, in particular, is because we view it 
the most dangerous, as being the entering wedge to every 
other corrupting error, and the plans now fallen on lo force 
the erection of Sabbath schools in every settlement is such., 
that in our opinion, the friends of religious and civil liber
ty should no longer hold their peace, and indeed we cannot 
do it, without submitting m silence to our rights being 
trampled under foot, for such is the present attack upon us, 
we must either fight or run. We must now, either for the 

• sake of peace with the enemy and a good name in the 
world, surrender our rights to those daring usurpers, or we 
must defend those sacred rights, regardless of all the ene• 
my can say or do. In order to be short and plain, we shall 
now present some few reasons why we stand opposed to th@ 
Sunday schoohl. 

1st. lt is a plan to release p:uents from their obligations 
to govern their families on the Lord's day, when they have 
no right to transfer that duty to any other person. 

2nd. If it be a bin to labour on the Lord's day, for our 
temporal Lenefit, it is equally so to send our children tq 
schvol on that day, to increase their learning, an<l thereby 
.i\Ve their labour for our use on auotaer day of the week.,. 

ij 
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and we think we are not mistaken, when we say that thQ 
~nnday s"hools are the product of that principle which 
makes mn ·handize of the gospel by abusin 6 the Salii.Jath 
in preachinµ; for money on the L,,rJ"s day. 

3rd. If S·1nday schX>lsare designed fora religious good, 
~n promuting m·iral virtues, as a means ~f grace in ca_rry
ma ,m the Lord',; work, there umng no mstruct10ns .!tveo 
by° Chri:;t nor his Aposue,; for this course of thing~, and the 
christian reli.,ion liein" sufficient, with the word of God, to 
teach all the ~rural virtues for the guJd uf m:1n The fra
mers· and supporters of the Sunday School Union, do by 
their conduct in these things, declare that lhP Bi0le is d~ 
feetive, and the christian religi,m is not sufficient t<J pro
duce m wal virtues for the good of man, but if S,mday 
1choo!s are designed alone for temporal good, separate from 
reli..(ion, then they belong to the world, and professors of 
rpligi,m disgrace their protession when patronizing S rnday 
schools. • 

4th. The Sunday School Union is the product of the 
missi!)n principl 0 , which principle, as manifested oy its 
practice, is wi hout anth-Jrity in the word of od, and 
therefore we ,,ppose the m1,isi·m principle with all it,i pro
duct, ,rn<l atth,,o 5h much g1Jod, according to h uni ap
pear,rnce, may be done uy suuday schools and other mis-
11i,m plans, yet if God has no, directed hiis chilJren to do 
his work Ill that way, it is our duty to oppose all such plans 
and inve 1th.1s of men. 

5th. Thti Sunda) School Union being composed of auxi
liary societies in varivus parts of the United States, opens 
a way by whi :h the mi,mon "pirit can be aim Jst imper~ 
ceptiuly instilled iuto ,he minds of both parents and chil
dren thru11ghu.1t the Uniced St<1tes, by the innocent and 
friendly appearance of the Sunday sclnols, while all the 
mis.::hief concealed in incorp0r·1ted colleges a.id monied in
stit.1.1.111s .ire kept out of si~ht until the desired p<lwer can 
be re., heJ, t',r it is self-evident th::tt a system of relic,ion 
whirh need-, J. iittle law power to accomplish its obj;cts 
will take all it can get, in order to force its way. ' 

6th. The S,wd<.1:' schools open a great market for tracts 
and all uth•~r m1:is;iunary books, us well us being a me<li,11~ 

for thefr e.\.Le,1sive circulati-,a, and when we no:1ce th0se 
tracts a,1d .. o.,k~, it 1s ea:iily seen that they are <lesi.,.ned 
and well calculated to bend the youthful mind to a~wer 


