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WITHOUT GODI

principles. It is a self-imposed existence
far less than God intended for mortal
It deprives one of the peace of knowing
in this life and the assurance of heaven
next. How sad. How unnecessary.

that is
man.
Jesus
in the

Arturo Toscanini, the superb conductor,
was a perfectionist. He drove himself and his
musicians with urgent intensity. On one occasion, while"' performing Beethoven's
Ninth
Symphony, everything fell into place. When
it was finished the musicians looked at each
other as if to say, "Even the Maestro will be
satisfied.''
When Theodore Wright wrote the book
Gadsby three score years ago, he spoke in the
opening paragraphs of laboring under a selfimposed handicap. He did not explain exactly
what he meant by this allusion.
Fifty-two thousand words and several
months later when the book was completed
and published, Wright had achieved a seemingly impossible feat . . . He had written the
entire book without ever using the letter
"£", though "e" is commonly used five times
more than any other letter of the alphabet!
This reminds us of life lived without God.
It can be lived, but how much more difficult
it is to conduct our course bereft of His guiding

The audience sat in absolute silence, often
the highest compliment which can be paid a
performer. Toscanini remained at the podium,
his arms slightly raised. Then he leaned forward to speak to the orchestra, and the
audience heard him say: "Who am I? Who are
you? Toscanini is nothing. You are nothing.
Beethoven is EVERYTHING!''
There is no yardstick short enough to measure life without God-for
He is EVERYTHING. " ... For in Him we live, and move,
and have our being ... "(Acts 17:28)
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The Anuil
And The Hammer

FROMTHEEDITOR
The story is told of a customer coming into
a store one day and noticing a particular store
clerk was not around asked, "Is Joe sick
today?" The owner said, "No, Joe doesn't
work here anymore." Sensing an opportunity,
the customer asked, "Do you have anyone in
mind to fill the vacancy?" The owner replied,
"When Joe quit, he didn't leave any vacancy!"
1 saw this humorous illustration in some
church bulletin we receive. But it's more than
humorous. It causes one to do some thinking
too. Should you die today how much "vacancy'' would there be in the work of the congregation where you are a member, or would a
vacant pew be the only reminder of your
demise? How sad if it could correctly be said,
··When he died he didn't leave any vacancy!··

••••••••••
You will notice on pages 8 and 9 another
article in our proposed feature ''The Barnabas
Corner.'' Whether this becomes a regular feature depends on your response. This feature
is designed primarily for encouragement.
If you have a story of some individual or congregation that you believe would encourage us
all to more dedicated service do send it and we
will consider publishing it in this feature. If
we do print it we will send a year's subscription of BULLETIN DIGEST to the person or
congregation about which your story is written.
If this is not possible then the year's subscription or renewal will be sent to you. We reserve
the right to edit all submissions. Please limit
your material to 600 words.

••••••••••
We appreciate the fine way in which the renewals and subscriptions continue to come in.
Thank you for your support and encouragement.
May gracious love and peace come to you
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. (Philippians 1:2).

Some Christians are disturbed because the
histori~al reliability of the Bible is being questioned by atheists and agnostics of our age.
For many years Luke was considered unreliable in his record of the events· surrounding
Christ's birth. Historians 50 years ago believed
that Quirinius (Luke 2: 1-3) did not become
governor until Jesus was age ten, and that the
census did not require a pilgrimage anyway.
More 'recent discoveries, however, show that
the practice of pilgrimage was instituted
fourteen years before the birth, and that
Quirinius was governor twice, with his first
reign corresponding to the date of Jesus'
birth. Christian, you may trust your Bible! John
Clifford penned these timeless words about our
Book of books:
I passed last eve before the blacksmith's
door and heard the anvil ring, the
vespers chime
And looking in, I saw upon the floor old
hammers worn with beating years of
time
·'How many anvils have you had, •• said I,
•'To wear and batter all these hammers
so?"
•"Just one, ··said he, and then with
twinkling eye,
•'The anvil wears the hammers out,
you know.''
And so, thought I, the anvil of God's
Word,
for ages skeptics· blows have beat uponBut though the noise of falling blows was
heard,
the anvil is unchanged; the hammers
gone!
BULLETIN

n

DIGEST~

-JMS
MAY 1984

via McAllen, TX

PAGE4

keep His body in the tomb: " ... make it as sure
as you can'' (Matthew 27:65). .
Satan's "victory" lasted untd early Sunday
morning. Even the bribed lie that His discip~es
had stolen His body could not compete with
the truth of the testimony: ''This Jesus God
raised up, and of that we all are witnesses ''
(Acts 2:32 RSV).
From all this we can be assured: no matter
what Satan throws at us now, his ultimate
defeat is guaranteed. ''But thanks be to God,
who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ" (I Corinthians 15:57 RSV).
I

The Winner

Is ...

It seemed that Satan had all the power on
his side that cold night in Gethsemane when
Jesus was taken captive by "a great crowd
with swords and clubs, from the chief priests
and the elders of the people'' (Matthew 26:
47 RSV). Refusing to be defended by His own
disciples and refusing to summon the legions
of angels to His aid, Jesus quietly allowed
Himself to be bound and taken captive by
Satan's henchmen.
Getting Jesus betrayed and arrested was
no proolem. But all attempts proved. futile
to find two false witnesses whose testimony
agreed (Mark 14:55-59). Using Jesus' own selfwitness as grounds for condemnation (Mark
14:60-64), the council pronounced Him guilty
(a predetermined conclusion), and led Him off
to Pilate. Lacking a good case against Jesus,
the chief priests resorted to the time-tested
tactic of mob violence: " ... they shouted all
the more, 'Crucify him. ' So Pilate, wishing to
satisfy the crowd ... delivered him to be crucified" (Mark 15:14-15 RSV).
Finally Satan had Jesus where he wanted
Him: nailed to the cross, then sealed in the
tomb. To accomplish his purposes Satan had
used every means at his disposal: the 30
pieces of silver to hire the betrayer, the weapons in the hands of the arreste~s, . th_e r~pe
used to tie Jesus' hands, the mtimidatmg
shouts of the mob before Pilate, the scourge
that tore His back, the nails that fastened
Him to the cross, and all the efforts made to
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David Gibson
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DON'T WATER THE WEEDS
What would you think of one who constantly
watered weeds and helped them to grow every
. ?
way he could, but allowed the flowers to d i~.
Weird! Strange! Demented! However, that is
exactly what a lot of us do every day.
When we continually point out the faults
of our loved ones but never compliment them
when they do well, we are watering weeds
and letting flowers die. A certain amount of
constructive criticism is necessary, but a constant diet of it becomes destructive.
Remember how mad it made you when
someone criticized you? It generally did not
make you want to improve, did it? However,
when someone complimented you, it was
encouraging and made you want to do even
better, didn't it?
Your friends and loved ones feel the same
way. Don't be hypercritical of them, but make
it a habit to look for the good things they do
and compliment them for them. Water the
flowers and watch them grow I
Bobby Bates
Broken Arrow, OK
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OF ORANGES AND ORANGE
TREES

THE HUMAN BODY

··Hey, look at those orange trees. Aren't
they pretty this time of year?''
••How do you know they are orange trees?''
.. Don't you see the oranges
over them?"

hanging

all

"Oh yeah ... "
··And that man there is a thief and you
better not trust him.''
"Now just how do you know that?"
"Because he has been caught stealing
many, many times ... and he's still doing it!"
Jesus said, "The tree is known by his fruit. "
(Matthew 12:33) He also teaches this principle
in Matthew 7:15-20. This very simple lesson
teaches very profound truth. Oranges demand
the existence of an orange tree! Thus if a man
is committing fornication, he is a fornicator!
It's the same way with liars, drunkards, false
teachers, etc.
This is something we need to see a little
more clearly than some of us do; the difference between self-righteous, presumptuous
judging ... and facing up to the cold, hard facts.
The late, great Marshall Keeble used to
say, "I'm not judgin' ... I'm jest fruit inspect• '
I,,
In ....

So, Christian, gird up your loins and get
ready to fight when evil appears in the church.
We'll get no thanks from the Father if we let
sin destroy the body of Christ. Those oranges
still demand an orange tree!
via Huntingdon, TN

There are many marvelous facts and features
about the human body. The following tidbits
of information have been gleaned from various
sources.
The average human body is made up of
around nine or ten trillion cells in the form of
several different complicated systems, yet integrated into one functioning unit. Among many
other things, the body is a complicated chemical processing plant. Professor E.C. Dobbs of
the University of London wrote: "It is rather a
terrifying thought that the whole of the protein in the human body is replaced in roughly
160 days, and at the present time we can only
speculate on the mechanism controlling this
elaborate re-synthesis, where even a single
amino acid must not be out of place if the hormone is to have its activity or the antibody
its potency.''
This body is self-repairing and contains
a complex alarm system. It has a protective
jacket called the skin which repels and even
kills some germs-at
the same time it is a
thermostat and a stockroom. The body has the
amazing power to reproduce itself in offspring.
The marvelous instrument known as the
heart pumps five thousand gallons of blood
a day, supplying some 12,000 miles of circulatory system, and in the average lifetime the
heart may beat over 2½ billion times.
To equal the human brain it would take a
computer larger than the Empire State Building.
We can only pity the man who has an
irrational and blind faith in the empty theory
of evolution, believing this all came about by
chance, and with the Psalmist of old we are
made to exclaim: •'/ will praise Thee; for I
am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth
right well" (Psalms 139:14).
BULLETIN~
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FOUR OUT OF FIVE ISN'T BAD.
OR IS IT?

Joy In Worship

Pam Pisner, the mother of quintuplets,
commented while one of her five fought for
life, "having four healthy babies is no consolation. It doesn't make you worry less about the
one who's in trouble." Mothers cannot live
with four out of five. Each child is special.

•'I was glad when they said unto me, let us
go into the house of the Lord·· (Psalms 122: 1).

A member of the church with five children
suffered in anguish as one of those five struggled through adolescence. A comforting friend
wrote the parent thusly, "Remember, I love
____
,too.He is good. I know the good will
show through one of these days, and he will
probably be stronger in the long run. You have
done and are doing everything humanly possible-plus you have God on your side. I know
you will win. I just had to say these things
because trying to help bear the burdens of
those we love is something I've learned a
lot about lately, too. Remember, eight out of
nine isn't bad."

"Joyful, Joyful, we adore thee
God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee,
Hail thee as the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away,
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day.''
-Henry Van Dyke
"Giver of immortal gladness." This is what
our God is to us. He melts the clouds of sin
and sadness. Thus our whole being responds
to God and his goodness.
Worship is primarily a response to the goodness of God to the sons of men. Our hearts
unfold like flowers to the sun, and respond
to the shining rays of God's love.

The "eight out of nine" the friend referred
to we"1e the four faithful children and their
Christian spouses. The above letter should
have been comforting. In many ways it was.
However, the recipient called his friend the
next day and, with tears streaming down his
cheeks, said, "What you don't understand is
that eight out of nine isn't enough. I want all
of my children to go to Heaven!''

It was in this responsive spirit that the
Psalmist called upon Israel to •'Clap your
hands. all people.' Shout to God with loud
songs ojjoy! ··(Psalms 47).

•'Suppose a man has JOOsheep, but he loses
one of them. He will leave the other 99 sheep
in the open country, and go out and look for
the lost one. The man will continue to search
for the lost sheep until he.finds it. And when he
finds the sheep, the man is very happy··
(Luke 14:3-5).

There is only one course to follow in our
response when we are grasped by the Love of
God-joy.
For the love of God is precisely
this; that the joy of heaven, to earth has come
down, and is lifting us to the joy divine. Thus
our earthly worship is a foretaste of that
heavenly joy.

BULLETIN
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Lowell Worthington
Webb Chapel Bulletin
Dallas, TX

"The fruit of the Spirit is joy ... .. (Galatians
5:22).
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W. Dwayne Dennis
via Taylor, SC
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WHO WOULD KNOW IT?
Those of you who have seen Robert Bolton's
play, A Man For All Seasons, will recall Sir
Thomas Moore urging a restless youngster to
become a fine teacher. "And if I was, who
would know it?" asks the ambitious young
man.
Sir Thomas Moore answers: "You, your
pupils, and God. Not a bad public, that."
There· s a term being thrown about these
days that has become quite popular among
leaders in education. That term is BURNOUT. I'm not exactly sure just what folks mean
by BURNOUT; especially as it relates to
serving the Lord, whatever the role.
My mother (with "Big Dad's" help) reared
seven children to adulthood. That was back
when we had no "running water," no "pampers," no automatic washers and dryers, no
electric irons (and no perma-press)-in
fact,
come to think of it, when it came to ''laborsaving devices," there were none around.
Yet, for some reason, I don't recall my mother
suffering from BURNOUT! (By the way, she
managed to squeeze in the teaching of a Bible
class every Lord's Day-until she was 80+
years old.)
Wanna know what I think? I don't believe
Bible school teachers are victims of BURNOUT, whatever that is. I think that the problem
is primarily that we get our "kicks" from
sources other than that of knowing, deep
down, that we're doing a good job-that
we
are having a significant part in molding lives.
It just may be that we aren't satisfied with:
1) our knowing that we are good teachers,
2) our pupils knowing it, and 3) God knowing
it. Rather, we get our "kicks" from others
knowing it and telling us about it! "Stroking"
has its merits; but when my enthusiasm
and joy in teaching are dependent upon
"stroking," I don't think BURNOUT is the
accurate diagnosis of my problem. It seems to
me that it's more of a problem with my perspective, priorities, motivation, and the source
from which I get my (real) satisfaction.
"To be seen of men" may well apply to
many more facets of Christian activities
MAY 1984

than that of prayer! Agreed, it's nice to be
recognized for your ''works sake.'' But heaven
forbid that the absence of that recognition
cause me to become discouraged to the point
that I fall victim to the BURNOUT syndrome.
Nothing is more precious than that of getting
your "kicks" from knowing and feeling that
you have tried, and that you have given the
task, any task, your ''best shot.''
BULLETlN
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Humboldt, TN

More is Expected of
Volunteers
Many years ago when I volunteered for
duty in the U.S Navy, I had made up my
mind that I was going to do my best to do
what was expected of me. After all, I was
volunteering for subjection to Navy regulations. It always amazed me to see other
volunteers complaining, and questioning
why they should do many assigned duties.
Some would even go A.W.O.L. and do
things to warrant punishment or discharge.
On the other hand, I was able to sympathize
with those who complained because they
had been drafted. The difference is, one asked to become a part, and the other was made
to become a part.
In Christianity no one is drafted or taken
against his will. The Lord's army is composed of all volunteers. Our enlistment began
when we denied ourselves by putting Christ
on in baptism (Matt. 16:24; Gal. 3:27). From
this time forward, our will should be in subjection to His will.
It's amazing how many volunteer for
salvation, but begin to complain and question when service, dedication, and responsibilities are pointed out as being needful
too. God expects his soldiers to live pure and
godly lives, seek and teach the lost, give
cheerfully, study His word, attend worship
services, love their enemies, etc. He has a
right to expect this of us, because after
all, we volunteered.
BULLETIN
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BABNABAS
COBNEB
ACTS 4:36

As we did in the April issue we are running
. an article this month which illustrates the type
material we desire for this feature. Although
this article is rather lengthy, please try to keep
your submission to 600 words or less. We
hope you will respond. Hearing of dedicated
congregations
and
individual
Christians
is so encouraging. Please see the March issue,
page 11, for complete details.
-Editor
A MODEL CHURCH

When 1 think of an exemplary congregation,
one that especially stands out, one that was so
ning-so missionary-so
sound in the faith-so
starting other congregations-so
aggressive-in
be the true spirit of Christianity.

of the hundreds I have known, there is
apostolic-so
evangelistic and soul-windefensive of the truth-so
unselfish in
short, so imbibed with what I believe to

It was the Polytechnic church in Fort Worth during the twenty-two years Leroy Brownlow preached for it. The accomplishments stagger the imagination and leave us wondering what we can do to fire us up and increase our own works-real church works.
No. it was not that the congregation had always grown. Prior to Brownlow's going there
in 1943. it had increased only eleven members in ten years.
No, the mighty works performed were not due to their location. The building was on
a dead-end street in a neighborhood not very attractive or affluent.
No, it was not due to a large staff. They had only one preacher, one secretary and one
custodian. In addition to doing the pulpit work, Leroy Brownlow was the chairman of the
S'finday morning Bible classes and most of the time conducted the youth training programs, edited the church paper, directed the personal work and personally did much
house-to-house, one-on-one teaching.
Back to the pulpit work-at the request of the
all the meetings, which averaged almost one every
most of them went fifteen. The results: The ones
nine additions to the congregation per meeting and

elders, Brownlow preached in 40% of
year. None lasted less than eight days;
in which he preached averaged thirtymost of them baptisms.

And what about the youth program? Many of them became preachers, including
Andrew Connally, Doyle Gilliam, Bob Gilliam, Edwin Bills, Webb Fry, Haun Kite, Randy
McIntosh, Richard Clark, and Paul Brownlow. At one time five who grew up at Polytechnic
were serving as missionaries in Africa. Yes, it is evident their youth program worked.
Concerning the Bible school, it was very effective in converting people, developing
Christians and in molding a great church. They never used any one Bible study series
exclusively. Instead, they picked from different publishers their courses and tailor-made
what they deemed best for the students and the church. They believed that the courses
should make the students strong and active members of the church, lovers of truth, and
should prepare them to meet the issues of life. Accordingly, they never let the students
get through high school without having the six-months study of Why I Am A Member Of
BULLETIN DIGEST
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The Church Of Christ and the six-months study of Some Do 's And Don 'ts For The Christian. No wonder so many became preachers and effective workers. For several years
Brownlow taught the auditorium class which had an attendance that ran from 300 to 400.
And what about their mission work? It was real mission work, not just a local church
work at home called mission work. They fully supported, without help from others, several
preachers in various mission fields.
This church on a dead-end street with a minimum staff became at one time the third or
fourth largest church of Christ in the world and, perhaps, could have become the largest
if it had chosen to do so rather than swarm. It chose to establish other congregations in
the surrounding neighborhoods. They gave 200 members, two elders, sixteen teachers
and assistant teachers to start the Meadowbrook congregation. The remarkable thing is
the very next year Polytechnic had a higher average attendance than the year before.
They gave 200 members to start Eastland Street. They assisted in establishing Flamingo
Road and Linwood congregations and bought and paid for the prime location and set aside
$160,000 to start the Brentwood church.
Here is a congregation that was free of the selfish competitive spirit, but rather was
interested in the growth of all congregations and in the Lord's work everywhere. This is
further evident in that Polytechnic took the lead in running the directory ad in the Fort
Worth Star-Telegram of all the congregations, whether they paid or not. They believed it
wise to advertise our strength and numbers. Furthermore, it was a gesture of helpfulness
to give the smallest churches as much publicity as the largest ones.
This church was also a model in the defense of the gospel (Phil. 1: 17). When J. Frank
Norris, pastor of the First Baptist church in Fort Worth which had the largest Sunday
School in the world, began a daily broadcast on radio, a challenge was issued for the
church of Christ to send forth a man to meet him in debate. It was Leroy Brownlow and
Polytechnic that took the lead in accepting his challenge and in silencing him on the
matter. They chose Foy E. Wallace, Jr., to meet him, and Norris refused to come through.
You are right, it was very conservative. Yet, it was very aggressive. For instance: It
was the first church in the area to have off-street parking. It was the first church west of
the Mississippi River to have a mail-out bulletin or paper. It was the first church in the
Fort Worth area to have a full-time secretary. It was the first church of Christ in the world
to be on television. As far as I know, it was the first church of Christ to have busing. In
1944 they rented a bus with its driver from the Fort Worth Transit System and ran it for
about six weeks and gave it up because the people did not want to ride it. They were
ahead of the times. It was the first church to have air conditioning. Brownlow stated that
some of the preachers really nailed his hide to the barn door on this one-" A waste of
money," they said. But, he took the position that if you could heat the air to make it
comfortable, you could so cool it to make it comfortable. Later the critics accepted his
logic. It was the first church west of the Mississippi River to have the same preacher for
as long as twenty-two years.
Another noteworthy thing: The elders believed that they should, at both services on
the Lord's day, fill the pulpit with the strongest man possible. Truly, the Polytechnic
church was a legend in its own time.
Noble Patterson
MAY 1984
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TASTES BETTER WHEN

Fl RST SHARED WITH OTHERS
Golden fresh homemade bread always tastes
better when shared with others.
When I was a boy in Saskatchewan, Canada,
I often came home from school to the wonderful aroma of many loaves of fresh homemade
bread. The first impulse was to cut off a generous slice and cover it with homemade butter
and eat it. Instead, however, I would first
ask my mother to fix several slices and a hot
drink in a glass jar and I would take them
across a field to my father. In the early spring
or in the fall when it was cold and raw, my
father was always so grateful for something
hot and refreshing.
After a brief visit with my father I would run
home--to have my treat. It always tasted so
good after first sharing with others.
Many years have passed and I frequently
get to my house and to the smell of fresh bread
from the oven. I love to beg a loaf for a little
family who lives nearby or a daughter and her
husband who live not far away. There is just
something about sharing that makes good
things taste better.
We often hear the thought expressed that
we can share without loving but we cannot
love without sharing.
Have you ever shared something good with
others and then been showered with gratitude
and appreciation in return?
How often have you unselfishly shared
something with others only to have them show
their thankfulness by sharing something good
with you?
Isn't it true, that the joy of giving is something sweet and rewarding that keeps on
returning to the giver, producing a genuine

happiness that only the generous of heart
have an opportunity to experience? Read
Luke 6:38.
God has richly shared so many good things
with all of us--our daily bread, rich harvests
and an abundance of many material possessions. In all of the wonderful priceless blessings we have, it is good to be able to share
them with others. See Malachi 3:10.
•'Now to Him who is able to do exceeding
abundantly beyond all that we ask or think,
according to the power that works within
us, to Him be the glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus to all generations forever and
ever. Amen.·· Ephesians 3:20-21.
BULLETIN
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It Really Happened ...
Dan Manuel who has been the preacher for
the Crockett Rd. congregation In Palestine,
Texas now for some twelve years sent us a
number of good items for this feature. We
used one in the June '83 Issue and here is
another one that you will enjoy.
One of the most unusual things to happen
to a friend of mine who was a gospel preacher,
was one Sunday morning during the invitation
song an older lady came to be baptized. He
took her confession and they made ready for
the baptism. As he baptized her and raised
her up, her wig fell off. She had not told him
about the wig and forgot to take it off before the
baptism. This really amused the congregation
and the preacher did all that he could to keep
from breaking up when he saw the wig floating
on top of the water. He simply grabbed it and
placed it on her head and ushered her out of
the baptistry.

Share with us some amusing or embarrassing incident of a religious nature and
if we print it we ·11give you a six-month's
subscription
or extension
to Bulletin
Digest. Send all items to: Bulletin
Digest, HC69, Box 29A, Anselmo,
Ne. 68813.
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"IF

HE SINS, FORGIVE ...

"

Jesus, in Luke 17:3,4 says, "Take heed to
yourselves; if a brother trespass against thee
rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.
And if he trespass against thee seven times in
a day, and seven times in a day turn again to
thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him. ''
There is no reason why sin should be the end
of the world for any sinner. We harm only
ourselves if we refuse to give a David another
chance. God will. We must. The forgiven can
go free; it is the unforgiving who wear chains.
We have all been the recipients of unlimited
grace. Now is the time to extend it. A failure
to do so is labeled as sin many times in the
Bible. Circumstances
and conditions will
dictate some changes, and things will never
be entirely the same again-they
were not
with David or with Saul-but out of the ashes
a new temple can arise, if given a chance.

We do not find it in our hearts to be hard
on penitent sinners. We never know when
the time may come when we will see a lifetime
of work shattered in one horrible moment,
and have to stoop down to build anew with
worn-out tools. We do know that we have been
forgiven of much ourselves, and it would be
exceeding poor grace not to extend it to
others. We do not excuse sin, nor condone
it, but we do feel compassion for the sinner,
and we will always be for him and not against
him. We will help when, and as, we can.
After all, forgiveness is the fragrance of the
flower that clings to the heel that crushes it.
Reuel Lemmons
via Waverly, TN
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WE CAN NEVER PROFIT FROM OUR
MISTAKES AS LONG AS WE BLAME
OTHERS FOR THEM.
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DELICATE ISSUES
Being "positive" is without question an
essential ingredient to living a wholesome
Christian existence. The person who constantly
dwells on the negative and possesses a critical spirit is the person who likely has deep
emotional problems and finds it difficult to
get along with his fellow man. Such a person
has never learned the secret of living a joyful
life with a bright, optimistic outlook. Such a
person is all too ready to condemn others with
little or no sensitivity or compassion. Without
a doubt, this individual needs to be taught to
"accentuate the positive" and find good in
otherwise unpleasant situations.
On the other hand, the increasing tendency
of churches to base their entire thrust upon
'"being positive" and to seek progress and
growth by maintaining a positive atmosphere
needsrethinking.
For if a religious group's
primary appeal is its positive, even tolerant
allure, it is no different from a myriad of
movements that have drawn thousands to
their ranks by whipping up alot of enthusiasm and presenting an aura of exciting activity
and positive progress. People are then attracted by the positive atmosphere and not by
truth.
Ultimately, the Bible presents God's calling
card in terms of adherence to truth, i.e.,
faithfulness. In the final analysis, the appeal
of the local church resides in the fundamental
guiding principle of correct behavior and right
relationship with God. If all we do is encourage
people to "feel good about themselves," we
might as well abandon our churches and become phsychologists. If our basic thrust is
to provide people with a refuge from alcoholism, we just as well shut down and open a
local branch of AA. We simply must recognize
that our ultimate goal is to provide God with
obedient followers. All of our efforts and programs must have this as their ultimate function
rather than being ends within themselves
or geared more toward building attendance
and amassing numbers. Church growth must

be solidly founded upon the burning desire
to please God and to evoke the same response
in a lost and dying world.
Thus the church that is true to her husband
will constantly strive to be pure (cf. Eph. 5:27).
The church is not a haven for adulterers, homosexuals, gossips and fornicators. Rather the
church is a haven for former adulterers, former
homosexuals, and former gossips (I Cor. 6: 11).
The church is the abode of persons who have
repented (i.e., ceased their former ways and
severed sinful relationships-Eph.
5:8; Ezra
10:3,11). God simply does not consider a
church faithful to Him if she permits ongoing
immorality to remain and deliberate sin to
persist (Eph. 5:3,5,12; Rev. 2:2-5, 14-16,
20-23).
So what's the point? Well, just this. We have
a number of subjects in our brotherhood that
we might refer to as "delicate issues" (e.g.,
divorce/remarriage,
church discipline, adultery, absenteeism, etc.). These are themes that
are generally avoided in the local congregation
or at least handled with "kid gloves." We dismiss any concern about this "avoidance
syndrome" by quickly suggesting that we
should "be positive," "render assistance"
to the guilty, "minister" to them and "love
them." We feel justified in our reasoning
since local church growth seems to mushroom
under such a philosophy. However, at a time
when the moral fiber of our country appears
to be breaking down with rapidity, devoting
one's religious energies to solely "accentuating the positive" seems inappropriate. When
Israelite society was in decline, it was then that
God sent vibrant, fiery, outspoken prophets
among the people, denouncing the existing
spiritual and moral conditions, loudly proclaiming how the people should have been behaving.
Yet as our own society deepens its entrenchment in alienation from God's Way, we sit
nonchalantly by, watching a people "go down
the tubes," while encouraging each other:
•"be positive."
When Paul saw people's spiritual throats
gripped by incorrect behavior, he prescribed
(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

the divine antidote: "speak the truth in love"
(Eph. 4:15). We have subtly altered this prescription to ''preach love.'' God wants the
whole truth taught (including rather negative,
stringent demands) in a kind way. When Jesus
sought to alter the lives of contemporaries,
His "positive" approach to conditions did not
entail an avoidance of touchy subjects. When
people rejected His message, it was due-not
to whether His method of presenting the truth
was positive or negative-but to the people's
hard hearts (Matthew 19:8; Mark 3:5; 16:14).
When people are accepted as members of
Christ's church, though they have shown
no •'fruits meet for repentance'' (Matthew
3:8), we're not being positive nor loving.
When we avoid "delicate issues" and refrain
from confronting the impenitent, we are, in
the words of God, a "partaker of his evil
deeds" (II John 11). We may proudly assert
that we are being "tolerant" and consider it
''the loving thing to do,'' but God clearly
condemns such ·'tolerance'' (Revelation 2:20).
Beloved, let's reach out to people and grow
strong, healthy churches for God's glory. But
let's ever realize that all efforts must be designed ultimately to provide Him with faithful,
devoted souls who have crucified self (Romans
6:6; Galatians 2:20), ceased doing evil (Isaiah
1:16), and have put to death their fleshly
desires (Colossians 3:5-8).

0

~LLll:TIN

II

DIODIT

~

Dave Miller
via Vienna, IL

BUDGET
BOOK PRINTING
Let us give you an estimate on printing your
Tracts, Booklets, Books, and other printed
material.
JIM MARTIN PRINTING
602 N. Elm, Sesser, IL 62884
Ph. 618-625-5669

HOPELESSLY
IN DEBT

The other day, I read about a Christian man
who literally kept a daily book account with the
Lord. On one side he recorded all he did for
God, and on the other side he recorded what
the Lord did for him. If a friend helped or
cheered him, he put that down. If he was sick
and recovered he put that down. If his prayers
were answered, he wrote it down. All favors
and mercies he recorded. After a few weeks
of this bookkeeping, he gave it up, "It's no
use," he said, "I can never get a balance. I
am always hopelessly in debt."
Isn't that true of all of us. We are forever in
God's debt. We are in debt to God for our
salvation. We didn't deserve it. We hadn't
earned it. Yet, •'God so loved the world that
he gave his only begotten son that whosoever
believeth on him should not perish, but have
eternal life" (John 3: 16)., While we were stilt
sinners, God let his son die for us (Rom. 5:8).
Truly, it is by God's grace that we are saved
(Eph. 2:8).
We are also in debt to God for the many
wonderful blessings He sends our way in life.
The sunrise, the seasons, the material possessions we enjoy, our families, our health, even
life itself are lovingly given to us by God. If
we were to try and record all the Lord's blessings all the paper in the world could not contain the list. Perhaps the song writer expressed
it best when he said, "I'm rich! I am saved!
I am happy! I've health and prosperity! I've
friends! I have doors ever open! The Lord has
been mindful of me I The Lord has been
mindful of me! He blesses and blesses again!
My God is the God of the living! How excellent
is His name!"
Bill Pratt
BULLll:TIN
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flooding across the years emphasize her
absence. There was the Christmas the house
caught fire (on December 31) while she was
making a cake for New Year's dinner-we
swept water for hours and had 16 guests the
next day! How many nights when I got home
from some school function she was sitting by
the window watching for me! (I thought it
was foolish then, and failed to realize the priceless treasure of such loving care!) I can hear
her singing-her favorite songs were "I Love
Thy Kingdom, Lord" and "Take My Life and
Let It Be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee," and she
lived what she sang.
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MEMORIESOF HOME
I spent last week at home-my
parents'
home in Jacksonville, Florida. The house was
built in 1938, and we moved in on February 1,
1939, in a driving Florida rainstorm. For 45
years going home has meant going to this
house and all the memories it bring to mind.
But there were other houses before this
one. My oldest brother and I talked about the
places....where we lived (Mom loved to move!)
on 12th Street, then Laurie Street, then 18th
Street, then Basswood, then 25th Street, and
finally 21st Street before we built the house.
All were in the same neighborhood, and each
time Mom found some reason for deciding
that the new place was more desireable than
the old.
I drove by several of the houses. It is amazing how the yards have shrunk, as well as the
buildings. One of the houses is gone, victim
of "progress," but dearer in memory because
it no longer exists. All of the old neighbors
from all the places have moved or passed away,
making it strange to find unfamiliar faces
everywhere.
The most compelling change is Mom's
absence. The house is largely as she left it,
every room giving evidence of the loving care
she gave it. And yet, it is not the same at all,
for she isn't there. The memories that come

Poppa was always quiet, the strength and
support of every good work. He was appointed
an elder the same year we built the home, and
continues to serve with honor after about
SOyears. It is strange to find him uncertain of
step, unable to tend to matters which have
always been second nature. I do not ever
remember his losing his temper, even when
four boys had to be guided and disciplined.
Such precious, precious memories!
And aren't we grateful for the promise of
a home where change and decay, death and
destruction can never come! What will it be
like to live with God our Father and Jesus our
loving Savior! Aren't you glad for the promise
of going home!
Mack Wayne Craig
Hillsboro Bulletin
Nashville, TN

THE SHADY DOZEN
''I heard ... ''
"They say ... "
"Everybody says ... "
"Have you heard ... ?"
"Did you hear ... ?"
"Isn't it awful. .. ?"
"People say ... "
"Did you ever ... ?"
'' Somebody said ... ''
"Would you think ... ?"
"Don't say I told you ... "
"Oh, I think it is terrible ... "

Larry McKenzie
Highland Bulletin
Memphis, TN
BULLETIN DIGEST
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SUNDAY'S SPECIAL

Don't Turn Him Loose
The first time Timmy was taken to church,
he was absolutely fascinated by the young
minister, high above him in the pulpit. Soon
the preacher was waving his arms vigorously
and his voice had risen almost to a shout as
he tried to drive home his point.
Timmy became more and more uneasy.
Finally he could stand it no longer. He turned
to his father and, with a quiver in his voice,
whispered, "What are we gonna do if he ever
gets loose?"

Harmful To Parents
Two modern youngsters were discussing
the subject of piggy banks.
"I think it's childish to save money that
way," little Mary opined.
"I do too," replied Annie. "And I bell eve
also that it encourages children to become
misers.''
"And that's not the worst of It," rejoined
Mary. "II turns parents Into bank robbers."

Wrong Weapon
A teacher was telling her class about the
Christian's armor. After speaking of the breastplate of righteousness and the shield of faith,
she asked, "Now Paul also says that we should
carry a weapon, which is the word of God. Do
you remember what he called the word of
God?" Receiving no answer, she added, "It's
something that cuts, something that is very
sharp." Then one of the little fellows answered
a very vigorous, "I know, it's the axe of the
Apostles."

Sundays should always be special to the
Christian. It was the day our Lord was resurrected, the day the church was established,
and the day the early Christians met regularly
to partake of the Supper to remember the
suffering of the Lord. What a blessing we have
been given. We can begin each week with a
fellowship of those of like faith, and encourage
each other as we worship our Lord, and then
go forth to show His grace in our lives.
The singing, the Bible classes, all of the
activities center around our commitment to
the One who died for us. He is one to be
praised, honored, and glorified as we come
together. As we do so we should be built up
for having come. We should be encouraged
in our sojourn on the earth. Yes, there are even
times when we should be rebuked for sin in
our lives. But all is aimed toward making us
more mature in Christ, and leading us to be
with Him.
That's why it is important to be present
when the church assembles together. Not
because of some "law" or "commandment."
Yes, I know what Hebrews 10:25 says. But if
you will look at it carefully I believe you will
agree that this exhortation is more positive
than it is negative. It is more of an exhortation
to positive worship than it is a commandment
rebuking absenteeism.
As we assemble let us always be aware of
what great things He has done for us, and how
great our debt is to Him who died on that
cross for you and me.
Edwin Myers
Rogers, AR

Already Practicing
Proud Mother: "Since he was a little boy,
he always wanted to be a magician and saw
people in half."
Friend: "Really? Is he your only child."
Mother: "No, he has several half brothers
and sisters."
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ONE DAY AT A TIME!

of authority-the Bible. But on the other hand
it is disheartening and shameful to see such
a perversion of God's Word.

Robert Quillen, the writer of Fountain Run,
S. C., tells of a famous old naturalist in California who decided to build a house from raw
timber. A friend, knowing of the plan and
observing him cutting down a tree, remarked,
"Isn't that too large an undertaking for a man
your age?" "It would be," chuckled the
naturalist, "if I looked beyond the chopping
of trees and sawing of logs and pictured myself laying the foundation and erecting the
walls and putting on the roof. Carrying the
load all at once would exhaust me. But, it isn't
much of a job to cut down this little tree, and
that is my only undertaking at this moment.''

In I Corinthians 7, Paul states that marriage
does help prevent fornication. But the point
Mr. Wolf and so many others overlook, is that
Paul says, •'let every man have his own wife,
and let every woman have her own husband. ••
(I Cor. 7:2, emphasis mine) Unless all the previous 25 wives were unfaithful, which is highly
unlikely, Mr. Wolf had no right, in God's sight,
to marry number 26. Jesus makes this clear
in Matthew 19:9. Therefore, Mr. Wolf's situation is not ''better than living in adultery''
because he is living in adultery.

The old naturalist set forth the lesson that
we cannot bear the burdens of a lifetime.
Perhaps we can bear the burdens of today,
and perhaps tomorrow can bear its own load.
So, to get our house built, we trim down the
load of today to today's size. Just one day at
a time.
Gayle Oler
via Middlesboro, KY

MAKI NG LIGHT OF MARRIAGE
There was an article in Monday's (January
30, 1984) Sherman Democrat about a 75-year
old man who had just married his 26th wife.
The paper added that he had been divorced
25 times. The newspaper article seemingly
tried to glamorize the occasion by adding that
Mr. Wolf was listed in The Guinness Book of
World Records, that only one of his wives was
older than 22 when they married, and that he
had fathered 40 children. But the final straw
came when "Wolf cited Bible passages in
defending his frequent marriages" (Sherman
Democrat). The statement of his which the
paper quotes is, "It's better than living in
adultery."
In one way it is good to see someone trying
to justify his actions with the proper standard

According to the Bible, there are only three
conditions in which one is eligible to marry:
(1) The person who has never been married,
Gen. 2:18; Matt. 19:4-5; (2) the person whose
mate is deceased, Rom. 7:1-3; I Cor. 7:39;
(3) the person who divorces his mate because
that mate committed fornication, Matt. 5:32;
19:9. Anyone who does not meet one of these
3 situations, is not able to marry with the
approval of God. If they marry anyway, they
become an adulterer, and they make the one
whom they marry an adulterer as well.
Man's wisdom makes light of marriage,
it treats marriage as a toy that can be cast
aside when one grows tired of it. But God's
wisdom says that marriage is to be a life-long
undertaking-· 'till death do we part. ·'
Garry Stanton
Trenton, TX

PLEASE LET US KNOW
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WHAT'S BEST
FOR YOU

If you want life at a premium-if you want to
experience living at its best-do good. It has
never failed to gratify.

9.

BULLE"TlN

'' ... I know that there is nothing better for
man than to be happy and do good while they
live. "(Eccl. 3: 11)

A man was discussing how empty his life
was. and he knew that something had to be
changed. This might appear strange, because
he had all the outward signs of success-at
least those the world prized highly. To illustrate the void in his life, he said, "The only
happiness I have had lately was something
that happened the last time I came to services.
That was a day when the temperature dropped
noticeably while we were at worship. As I
began to drive off the parking lot, I noticed
an elderly couple leaving. They did not have
coats, because they lived close, and they had
walked to services. Now it was cold, so I turned
around and drove to them. I rolled my window
down and insisted, in spite of their reluctance,
that they let me take them home. That feeling
of being hellpful was the greatest thing I had
felt in a long, long time."
Many never learn the lesson-others
learn
it'too late. As someone said, "You cannot do
a kindness too soon, because you never know
how soon it will be too late."
The lesson is:
Life is at its best, only when
we· re doing good for others.
Much of the depression experienced by
millions of Americans stems from being too
self-focused. The harder people try to please
themselves and lay hold on happiness the
more frustratingly elusive satisfaction becomes. God made our eyes to look outward
not inward. As we key in on the hurts and pains
of our neighbors, surprisingly, our own petty
grievances seem to shrink in proportion.
Maybe, secretly, we realize that if we can help
others cope with life, there is hope for us too.

DIGEST~

HEAVEN IS A WONDERFUL PLACE
When you consider the glories of heaven,
what is most appealing to you?
Some look at Heaven as a place free of
disease and pain ... and, that's a wonderful
thought. No need for doctors or nurses; no
hospitals or clinics, no medical bills or insurance payments! That is something to look forward to, especially if your present life is one
of consistent pain and sickness.
Others see Heaven as a place free of sin ...
and this, too, is a wonderful thought. No need
for attorneys or policemen; no need for courts
or jails. No cheating, gossiping, stealing or
immorality. (Revelation 21 :8)
Heaven is also a place where there will be
no sadness. "No tears in heaven, no sorrows
given. There'll be no sadness, all will be gladness.·· (Robert Arnold) Many are the causes of
sorrow in this life. Death, disappointments
and failures are constant reasons for tears.
But in Heaven. What a wonderful place.
(Rev. 7:16-17)
Yet, the greatest wonder of all is actually
living in the presence of God. All questions
about God will be answered. We will dwell in
His light forever and ever. This is bound to be
the greatest wonder of all: actually living in
the presence of God! "The tabernacle of God
is among men, and He shall dwell among
them. and they shall be His people, and
God Himself shall be among them. •• (Rev.
21 :3)
HEAVEN IS A WONDERFUL PLACE!
BULLETIN

Q

DIGEST~

MAY 1984

Kerry Knight
Houston, TX

Joe Chesser
Mankato, MN
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DO FAMILIES SHARE THE THINGS
WHICH LAST?
We sure are peculiar sometimes. We are
willing to share many things with those who
mean most to us, but we draw the line at the
strangest of places. For instance, a husband
and wife may be very much in love and most
intimate with one another, but how many
couples do you know who share the same
toothbrush? On the other hand, children may
put almost anything into their mouths-dirt,
bugs, chewing gum from the bottom of a
chair-but
to lick a sucker that Brother or
Sister has licked and get their "germs?"
Never!
Yet, there are families who do share many
things together. Unfortunately, these things
do not always last.
A father may enjoy playing ball with his
son or going hunting together. But what will
they have in common when they get older
and the last whistle has blown and the last
shot is fired?
A mother may enjoy teaching her daughter
how to cook or how to do needlework. But what
will they have in common when the last knot
is tied-;nd the cord is cut?
It is wonderful for a family to participate in
these activities together, yet they cannot
share these things forever. But they can always
share their faith in God and their worship of
him; they can pray together no matter where
their location or what their age. While the
memories of the shared activities of youth
can only fade, a common love for God and a
shared commitment to his service is a bond
which will stand the test of time.
How sad that in some families part of them
go to the worship services of the church while
others stay at home! Those at home are
missing the opportunity to share with their
family perhaps the ONE THING that will
last a lifetime-and then some.
For all families everywhere, now is the time
to make the decision which Joshua made long
ago: ''Choose you this day whom ye will
serve, ... but as for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord" (Joshua 24:15).
Ken Neller
Lexington, KY

ENCOURAGE YOUNG MEN
There is no more noble calling, no more
urgent need and no more satisfying work than
that of PREACHING THE GOSPEL.
Yet for the most part local congregations
are deficient in arousing and challenging
our young men to become preachers. If this
seems a little unfair, try and list the names
of those who have committed themselves to
preaching the gospel in the past ten years.
Opportunities in science and technology are
attractive to our young men and even before
they finish college, and sometimes high school,
they are urged to consider certain fields. Job
opportunities often come immediately upon
graduation, with special benefits, when one
enters certain fields.
The church needs to show great interest in
developing men for the preaching of the
gospel. If we have no concern, who will?
Here are a few things we can do:
(1) Let us encourage our young boys to become preachers.

(2) Let us get scholarships
will preach.

for those who

(3) Let the church have training classes for
young men to encourage them to become
preachers (many have started this way).
(4) Let us be positive toward preaching,
careful of caustic remarks about the church
in front of our children.
(5) Let us encourage young men and women
to attend a Christian college where they can
develop spiritually by taking Bible from some
of the best teachers in the country.
Paul thanked God that he was privileged to
preach the gospel.
And remember, Jesus ,was a preacher.
BULLETIN
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BIBLEBOOKS
FORCHILDREN
No. ofcopies

Title. Author, Publisher

Price

Bible In Pictures for Little Eyes, Taylor (Moody)

$10.95

Bible: Its Story for Children, Wargerin (Rand McNally)

$12.95

Bible Time Nursery Rhyme, Hunter (Manna)

$10.95

Children ·s Bible, Deluxe Edition (Golden Press)

$12.95

Christian Mother Goose, I, Decker

$11.95

Christian Mother Goose, II, Decker

$11.95

Egermeier·s Bible Story Book (Warner Press)

$14.95

Story Bible For Young Readers, De Vries (Baker)

$9.95

Hurlbut ·s Story Bible (Zondervan)

$14.95

International Children ·s Version NT (Sweet)

$12.95

New Illustrated Bible For Children, Hirsch (Allan Pub!)

$8.95

Please add 10% for postage
NE residents add 3 ½ % sales tax

City _____________
____

Number of books ordered

State _________

Zip _____
Amount Enclosed ___

_
_
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The ''Unhealth~
Ho.M.e''
•'Sometimes one has the impression that the
child is practically begging and pleading for
the adult to act like an adult, to step into the
situation and to say no-and that's it, no more
discussion ... but he cannot get the parents to
cooperate."
This pungent comment, made by Dr. J?st:ph
D. Noshpitz, hits the right spot for a permissive
society which we have today. Too lo~g ~a~~ we
heard about child frustrations and inhibitions
by such as Dr. Spock and a host of others. It
is time now for someone with some common
sense to be heard.
Dr. Noshpitz recently published a book,
Children's House, and in it, he tries to reach
the parents who have a hangup about saying
"No" to their children. He mentions four kinds
of such parents:
1. T.bose who cannot say ·'No'' to themselves
in matters of smoking, drinking, dieting,
buying, gambling, etc. They get their feelings
hurt when someone says "No" to them, so
they assume their children will do the same.
2. Those who are afraid of losing the child's
love. They misunderstand the proper use of
discipline. Dr. Noshpitz points out _there is _a
"peculiar similarity betwee~ the child :,vho ~~
deprived and the one who is overgratifie~.
Often they will both come out of such childhood early experiences ''feeling cheated,
angry and bitter.''
3. The intellectual parents who are full of
psychological theory and worry lest they frustrate their children. Their children often react
with arrogance, violence, impulsivity and
temper tantrums.
4. Those who enjoy acting up by the children. These parents say they do not want to

curtail the child's individuality, talents or
spontaneity. But in all this, they fail to teach
the child self-discipline.
Dr. Noshpitz goes on to say that certain
homes become "unhealthy"
for children.
•'The child who has everything done for him,
given to him, and forgiven him is a deprived
child. A home that has no taboos, makes no
demands, requires no politeness or conformity,
that sets no firm rules and limits is a home that
is 'unhealthy.' " Shades of Solomon! "Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but
the rod of correction shall drive it Jar from
him. '' (Proverbs 22: 15)
We should make note of the fact that the
command of obedience, Ephesians 6: 1, is
made to children and not to parents.
Roy H. Lanier, Jr.
via San Marcos, TX

J.D. TANT
Many years ago brother J .D. Tant went to
hold a meeting in the foot-hills of the Arkansas
Ozarks. He was met at the depot by a grizzled
old tobacco chewing brother who told him the
sad story of the little congregation as they
drove out to the brother's old home.
He told brother Tant, "I've been in the harness a good number of years, and this church
just ain't made no growth at all."
After staying for several days in that town,
brother Tant publicly related what the brother
had told him, and said in his characteristic
way, "Before God, brethren, I've been looking at the harness Bro. Jones has been in for
the past forty years, and the only piece of it
that shows any signs of wear at all is the
Back-up straps!"
via Marlow, OK

BULLETIN DIGEST

PAGE21

---

-

~

ONTHEWAY
TO THE BARN

There's an old story about a farmer who one
morning decided to plow the south forty acres.
His tractor needed oil, so he started for the
barn to get it, but on the way he noticed that
the pigs hadn't been fed. Near the corncrib
was a pile of sacks, reminding him that the
potatoes were sprouting. But on his way to the
potato pit, he passed the woodpile and remembered that the kitchen stove was burning low.
While picking up wood, he saw that one of his
chickens was ailing, so he dropped the wood
to doctor the chicken .... and so it went till the
end of the day, and he still hadn't oiled the
tractor or plowed the south field.
CliplArt

Add ZIP to your bulletin.
18 pagesof Quality Art Work
in THREE POPULAR SIZES.

Is your Christian life like this trip to the
barn? Do you have grand visions of great service that never gets done? Have you found
too many "other things" to do that interfere
with your goal of being a productive servant
in God's kingdom?
The only way you and I will ever "get to the
barn'' of Christian service is to get our priorities in order. The farmer in the story didn't
have any priorities. He just flowed with the
tide of events around him.
Our life contains plenty of "pigs to feed,"
"wood to cut," and "chickens to doctor."
But we can't allow them to get in our way of
serving God. If we will make the commitment
and extend our effort God will make a way
for us to '' get to the barn.''
George Miller
South College St. Bulletin
via Auburn, AL

now two packs
1982 and 1983

CLIP-ART
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DISINTEGRATION
It's a lot of fun trying to keep an old car
running. Some days it will start; some days it
won't. The battery does weird things. In the
evening it's as strong as an ox; in the morning
it doesn't have the strength to meow. Suddenly
the ole Betsy begins to drink oil. First a little;
then a lot. You have an oiliholic on your hands.
You begin to purchase six-packs no longer;
it's easier to buy it by the case. The tires go;
the fan belt breaks; the electrical system
starts doing strange things; the brakes will
slow you down, but they refuse to stop the
car; the transmission will not transmit; the
water pump gets tired and spits all over the
pavement; and the radiator gets hot about
something and blows its top. The carburetor
has seen so much she gets all choked up and
goes on a coughing jag. Finally the ole clunker
has to be towed off. It's reached the point
where you can't get her to run.
The same thing occurs with one's body.
As the miles add up you begin to notice a few
aches_llnd pains. The eyes lose their capacity
to analyze objects close at hand. The lenses
have flattened. No problem; get some glasses.
The teeth begin to fall out. No problem; go
to the store and buy some. The ear drums
thicken. Don't worry; we have accessories to
overcome that. The appendix hurts. Cut it
out; you haven't been using it that much anyway. And if your heart begins to act up there is
always digitalis. But after a number of years
man knows that it is only a matter of time until the whole machine will have to be abandoned.
Who was it that said, "You are not getting
older. You are just getting better?" Either he
was smoking pot or has become senile.
How thankful I am that there is a glorious
exception to this rule of using something up
and then discarding it. The apostle Paul knew
about it, and it kept him from losing heart.
Listen to his secret:

Though our outer nature is wasting away,
our inner nature is being renewed every
day. (II Corinthians 4: 16)

No sir, the owner of the body doesn't have
to go down to defeat with it. The soul can just
keep getting better and better.
BULLETIN
DIGEST

John Gipson
Little Rock, AR

SOME ASPECTS OF BAPTISM
Baptism includes at least three chief aspects:
Giving something, receiving something and
becoming something. Without these aspects
baptism is incomplete.
GIVING SOMETHING. In baptism one gives
all that he is to God, (1) by giving his heart
in complete trust to God (Col. 2:12) and (2) by
dying to self in order to be alive to Christ
(Rom. 6:1-6). Baptism itself is an act of trust
in Christ. No man can be baptized who does
not from his heart place his faith in Christ.
RECEIVING SOMETHING. Those who give
themselves to Christ in baptism receive,
(1) salvation (Mk. 16:16), (2) forgiveness of
sins (Acts 2:38) and (3) a new start in life
(John 3:3-5). Baptism itself does not impart
these gifts; for these come from Christ. In
baptism God has chosen to give these gifts
to man.
BECOMING SOMETHING. Through
tism one becomes a new creature and a
ber of the body of Christ. This takes
through the birth of water and of the
(John 3:3-5).

bapmemplace
Spirit

In baptism one strips off the garment of
self and sin and puts on Christ (Gal. J:27).
Those who do this then become members of
the one body of Christ. Every person baptized
into Christ becomes a new creature.
Owen Olbricht
via Muscatine, IA

BULLETIN DIGEST

BULLETIN DIGEST
HC69, Box 29A
ANSELMO, NE 68813

0667

Nov, 84

Kay Patton
406-B Bunker Hill Dr.
Nashville, TN 37217

VALUES
Not everyone knows diamonds when they
see them. The land on which the world's
richest diamond mine is located once belonged
to a farmer named Ali Hafed. Because he
didn't know diamonds, he walked over and
bruised his ankles for years on stones lying
in his front yard without recognizing their
value. Discouraged with the poor unproductive soil, he eventually sold his farm and went
elsewhere to seek his fortune. His successor
didn't know diamonds either, but he had a
friend who did. One day his friend picked up
a black stone from the garden and immediately
recognized it as a large diamond. This was the
discovery of the Golconda Diamond Mine.
One has said: •'There are so many who can
figure cost, but so few who can measure
value." This is so often demonstrated by
people who walk daily over the diamonds of
truth, but miss their value. There are those
who hear the gospel preached for years and
remain unimpressed by its value. Others give
token acceptance, but are not greatly changed
by it. Sometimes there are those who ''taste
of the good word of God,'' and become a
member of the Lord's church, and then turn
away to some human religion. Such is incredible! What a distorted sense of values.
In the New Testament, the church is presented as the Pearl of Great Price, which when a
man found, "he went and sold all that he had,
and bought it." Recognition was immediate!
The value apparent! He had never seen such
before! It was of super-excellence! This was
life's greatest discovery! He w~s willing to
part with all else to possess it. One cannot
"buy" a vital faith on marginal time or effort.
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We must lay all on the line ... it is all or nothing.
Truth is the most precious thing in the
world. "Time is precious, but truth is more
precious than time. We ought to be willing
to run any risk, bear any cross, give up every
worldly pleasure in order to have it. It is more
precious than fillings of gold. So beg no question, shrink from no conclusion, but follow
truth wherever it leads. Peace if possibe, but
truth at any cost." Buy the truth and sell it
not, and it will make you free.
N.P. Gribble
BULLETIN
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Vital to the smooth operation of any local
establishment of the Lord's church is a devoted
person who has no title, holds no office, and
has no authority save that of an ordinary
Christian. Yet this person holds the power to
disrupt or to expedite the most important work
of the church. This quiet but influential person
is an eider's wife. Elders' wives come in a
variety of shapes, sizes, colors and textures.
An eider's wife usually can be found long
after services are over sitting in a parked car
by herself ... waiting. Or in an empty, unheated
auditorium after the crowd has gone ... waiting.
She gets a lot of Bible reading done this way
and knows where all the songs are in the hymn
book. She knows the loneliness of long evenings
at home alone while her husband is out trying
to correct other people's troubles. She is alone
because her children usually are old enough to
be occupied with their own pursuits, If they
have not left home altogether. So she occupies
her time with busy work ... and waits. An eider's
wife must be staunch as a rock, as tender as
a motlier hen, as busy as a beaver and as quiet
as a mouse.
BULLETIN
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