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sins, was a truth, as | stood related to Adam, my natural
head, without 2 Saviour; that the everlasting love of Sod
which my soul feit in the free pardon of my sins, was a
trath, as I stood related to Christ, my spiritual head, hus-
band and shepherd.

I will now, in answer to all inquiries made of me, res-
pecting my views of the Universalian doctrine, take room
to remark, that God, in my experience, having given me

such «n evidence of the falsehood of that ductlmv, it has
never since troubled my mind, and I have latterly thought
that God had a particular pi irpose in that thmw, for when
my mind was involuntarily brought to examine into the
subject of the “Two Seeds,” I often found my mind on the
universalian plan, laboring to overthrow the doectrine of the
Two Seeds,” as presented to my view in the Bible,and that
moment that part of my experience would occur to my
mind. Thus I was prcam\ed from the universalian errors
until God wus pleased to give me the understanding of the
Bible in, and show me the glorious beauty of the :lur rine
of lhl' Two Seeds, which in itself destroys the Univers

s plans, as \\ell as the Arminian’s doctrines

Juﬂ want of room forbids me to say but few things re-
specting my call to the ministry. My mind became imme-
diately weighted with a sense that it was my duty to en-
gage in preaching the gospel 1 thought that it was im-
possible for me to do so great a work to ‘the glory of God
1 had beea raised \\nlmut an education, in an uncultivated
part of the world, and (I think) had then, never secen a
ewspaper in my life, and was unable tohave written a
tter to a friend. Not viewing where the ability of preach-

i pel lay, with this view of things, I shrank ba
ta ".'ul'!' and plead with the L«-w.,l to send som
ing that I was more unfit for that wor
er converted man,) or let me nlnn(‘ until I wa
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of moving, neither had 1 the least knowledge where that
course would lead me to. About this time I married, and

became concerned in the cares of a family. Not long after A
this, I had a severe spell of sickness, and to humaun appear- !

ance it seemed that I could not live; and I discovered that
my wife and mother were very much alarmed. I told them
they need not be scared, for I was not going to die then.
They asked me why I said so, observing at the same time,
that it appeared as if I could not live, 1 replied [feelil
at the same time an evidence of the fact,] that I was confi-
dent the Lord had a work for me to do, and that 1 should not «
die, until I had done it, and in some other particular cases

of apparent danger, my mind was immediately relieved by

a forcible evidence, that death could not reach me until I

had done the work the Lord had appointed, Although thesa A
impressions and views of things were on my mind, yet I
was for a considerable time, insensible of any intention or
wish in me to remove from where I was; but very unex-
pecied to my view of things, it so turned round, that on the
23d day of June, 1803, I started with my little family, in
company with several other families, to the state of Ten-
nessee, and on the 23d day of the ensuing August, I stop-
ped on Turnbull’s Creek, then a wilderness, now in Dixon
county, Tennessee,

Soon after I started my moving route, the course, which
I 'so well recollect, the place where I was when it struck
my mind, and appeared almost as plain in my view as the
sun to my natural eyesight, struck my mind with such force,
that it was in my view nearly the whole route on my way
to the strange country to which I was going, When the
company, with myself, took what was called the Caney ’
York road, on the west side of the Cumberland mountains,
instead of the road that lead by Waltan’s ferry, at or near
the mouth of the Caney Fork, I sensibly felt that I had left

my course, and I think, before I had travelled one mile, be- \
ing under a deep concern of -mind, I, as it were, unthought-
fully named to my mother, (she being one of the company,) .

that I was going wrong. She asked me why I thought so?
1 having never yet named my views on this subject to any
person, it struck my mind to keep the thing to myself,
and I merely replied to her that perhaps 1 had taken the
wrong road, and left my course, without explaining any
thing further to heg
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i continued on Turnbull’s Creek upwards of three years,
fn this time [ had been instrumental in collecting the now
exisiing church, called Turnbull. In this church I wasor-
dained on the 20th day of May, 1806, by Elders Garner
M Connico, John }{m-(;rd,:md Jolin Turner.  Through the
course of this time, the exercise and distress of my mind
under a conviction that 1 was not in my proper lot, or sta-
tion, was more than tongue or pen could deseribe, and the
want of room forbids me to motice the particular impres-
gions of mind, and remarkable turas of providence, all uni-
ting to confirm the fact, that I was not in the place to

: which God had appointed me to, while the views | had
when in the state of Georgia, were plain in my mind, uni-
ting with my then views, directing me where God had de
signed me to go.

- Still my rebellious nature refused to obey, being well
pleased with the country where I was, my worldly inter-
est, [to my view,] the natural ties of affection to my rela-
tions, and friends, with my love to my brethren, and their
apparent respect for me, all united to keep me in disobedi-
ence. | often wande 1 the dark, under violent temp-
tations that I was no christian; that God had never called
me to preach; that I was but a poor deceived soul, deceiv-
ing myself and others, and that I had better stop preach-
ing: but'a view to the honour of the cause of God would
still forbid me to stop, except I could be secreted from the
world; some times I was made to ery, O! that [ wa
known to the world, while my hearls desire and pra
God was to kill me, and take me oat of the w rle , rat

fer me to dishonour his precious caus other
g, my mind was clear, and the duty plain b
' and I would promise the Lord that I would soon atiend to
it. but at lencth a feeling resignation toek pl to the will
of God. I felt willing to be God’s, ey ry thin :
thing that he might please to make me , and to go at his
i command, wherever he might please to send me, nothina
doubting, wholly depending on him, with a feeling assu-
i rance of his ’b]‘-xl(‘(ifi n, SO l(:n',: as |1 was in 1 duty. I

rfectly willing for the sake of doing my
duty in the gospel of Christ, to leave all that h | atiempt-
ed to bind me where I was, as ever 1 was ma willing to
give up my sias for the religion of the Savicir, sud since
that, 1 have often thought, and sometimes said, that if I

now became as pe
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( reek, to which I became a member, and extens
bounds without a Baptist preacher in it, and through which
they very rarely passed. Here I felt myself at home, tho®
in very low circumsiances as to this world’s goods. I had
a wife and two small cl n, and n'\‘ wife in a very low
state of health, near lying-in with the third; had a horse,
on paid for a cow by my labor,

and little or no money [s 3
and provided bread and meat for my family, an tho wwh 1
then had no p"uwmvt of ever owning a home for my hnml\'
vet I felt a calm serenity of mind, believing that I was do-
1ng my duty, and that the Lord would proy nk for me. With
in these bounds there were a great many preachers of the
Viethodist m..m more or less'of whom were in the habit of
attending the Baptist meeting before I came, and as the
i isis had no pu.u,'m‘r. the Methodists would take some-
a like the same privileges they would at their own, and

afier my lot was cast there, ln_\ still pursued a similar
Gourse,

I had until this time, been altogether raised and tradi
{ionized to the backwoods, or frontier country, having no
ie -u‘uinf:. and being rough and eourse in my language and

s, ] made but a poor appearance as a preacher, and
those Methodists at first appeared as if they thought me
hardly worth notice, but at length they, by their conduet,
seemed to think it mi e better to put me out of their
way, before 1 did them much harm, and so they engaged in

var agains

1:r~1i'»:1 in mind, to
are I must take room te
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i
state something of my former ignorance. .nm Ifirsten

y : «r(‘! ia trying to preach, and for som® considerable m;u;
after, I had no knowledge of the distinction (f doctrines
‘r(\"oen the different sects, and was unable to point cut

c what the Baptist faith was, and what was still more strange

to me, I never could learn or nn.‘xc-'s:mn‘. any point of doe-
trine by hearing a man preach i, be it good or bad, TFor
some purpose, such was the d: x.k state of my mind. It is
troe, that I could hear men preach and talk about this, that,
or the other pulm of dectrine, and know the*name by whic h
they called it, but not to understanc d any thing of its mer

or m-‘i\:ten"\
AH I knew, was what little I was i: by
my experience, in the teaching, ¢ ol

God in my own mind, 'This taught me uu! salvation was

wholly of grace. The way I came to be what J-now am
in doctrin e, my mind would first become weighted with
some particular point of dectrine, feeling a weight and
deep interest in knowing the truth on that su\ ject my mind
\muld be drawn out to the Lord and his word for instr
tion. The instant the thing was made plain to my un
standing, I could then see “and understand 1t where
was preached or alked, and with that T could as plainiy
nnderstand the erroneous point of doctrine which stood in
m|m~nm’1 to the truth, and thus I was brought from point
to point, or thing to thing, in my mind, distinguishing be-
. tween truth and error, until I am what I am; and I am
zonfident, that had there been no other man on cartl 1, hold-
ing the principles I do, that I should have been just what [
am, for I never received those principles from man, that
makes me an old predestinarian Baptist.
When the Methodist commenced the attack on -me

as be-

g fore u:uuu«l, I found that one of three things 1 was com-
pelled to do. I had either to quit. preaching, or acknow-
ledge that I believed and preached ‘a doctrine that I was

; unable to defend, or otherwise draw the sword and fizht,

T'o qml pwmhmﬁ my -weight of mind and sense of duty

!-vl id. To acknowledge that T believed and preached a

trine that I was unablé to maintain and defe :nd, looked

1o me ag reproaching the God I professed to worship, par-

ticularly as I had professed to believe that he had called
and sent -u:- tu pv‘( :u'l] his gospel.

Te undertaks to draw the sword and fight, se




to engage in war wit H any hu pe ot <1.cr’ecs
God, agains ﬂurh a mrmnth host of wise
Thus I was in a strait; I knew not what to
do; it became a subject of solemn 1nquiry of the Lord for
yut three months, to know what my duty was in that case,
and if T am not a deceived creature, the Lord gave me to
feel that it was my duty to draw the sword of trath,
{ in his name, and fight for the truths of the gospel,
agamst the anti-christian errors, with a feeling assurance
that he would be with me.
is the way I became a man of war, and thus I en-
tered into the war, first with the Methodists, under a solemn
> of duty that the Lord required 1t at my hand. This
sted in pergett tion, more or lesg, for about seven
vears, in which time the christian society (so called) came
in among us, and had to take their part of the war as it
came, for I did not sheath my sword to let any error pass
e in the \\m. but with what I called my old Jeru-
[ h had two 0(1 ses, and cut every way, I
was aiming to touch the
or remove the rights and

This

n of 1 :h of (l‘:'\.,

not nncommon for a number of Bibles to be open-

" my view, at the same time, and perhaps as many
to be w "ixi‘l”‘ but feeling that God and

, I was undismayed.
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ions than
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those presented to my v

my sermon over, and I came to reflect on what I had been
doing, ! 1lt was on my rm.d, as not having

fi This warned me to regard
the | os of mortals, and when [ had
‘deliyere to be handed to me, I
fe ! e my daty to the

s to whom 1 was

have told me howito preach, so as to get the
good will of my hearers; but I thought the
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Lord knew best how to teach me to prez :;h to answer hig
purposes, so I chose to follow his directions. 1 soon saw

the impropriety and the advantage the enemy would fake

mu!mg men to preach and worship God with the B iplists,
» with whom the Baptists were unwilling to come to the
communion table, and from that time to this, at my own
appointments, I am unwilling to invite 'm\ to preach with
me, or at my house, exce pt Bl; tist sound in the faith, and
in good order in the B iptist union,

Through the course of this war, much was said and done
of which I have not room to speak. The devil got
and poured out his flood of persecution, and lying won
in stigmas and reproaches upon me, butall in vain;
of the captured sons and daughters of Zion, amoug
Methodist, were brought home to the [bld of God, but none
taken from the Bapiist to the M 'thm' sts in all my bounds,
At iength I was called on by a lisi, to meet him,
each to preach a sermon on baptisi
had no scriptural evidence on his side, it was a fatal time on
infant baptism. He stopped at that, Some time after, I
was met at one of my meetings, somethmg lik. thirty
miles from home, by Mr. Samuel King, who was theii con-
sidered the champion on the Methodist side of the question
in all that country, and who for some time had bLeea threat-
ening me, and after some controversy between himand my-
selt, ‘he urged me to meet him in public controver i-
culazly on the subject of Bapdsm. I tried ta avoid it, hut
he sull urged the harder, When f tound nothing \hm... do
but a surrender of ithe cause -of truth or a baitle in its de-
fence, I agreed to meet him,

Incladiag the preseut interview, we met five times before
[ we were jdune, three times out of which, regular order was
observed, each ane speaking his limitc ‘d time; and n
every point of doctrine on the subject of i«
under our notice ‘uel'ru'c we were d{,ueA

Ve met, and as he

dered a man of tale nls, a.ud of co: awi”runlv l.l.wj,p“lu"l
| and feeling myselt to be so ignorant, kuowing that I w n:
witheut information, except what little I knew in, or of the
Biuie, i ielt fearful lml the cause of *rm:x would suffer
my hiods, and having some few pamphlets on the subject
of baplism, 1 L\AllL"du“d that I must examine them careful-

Iy, that 1 might be prepared against the d ay of batile, ln
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worthy to be counted one of them, that T discouraged my
brethren in attempting to help me. (In this [ have thought
1did wrong, and I find it not a hard fhing to stop the Bap-
tists from doing their duty to their preachers.) Farming
was my only way to make a support. Ia voided every thing
like trade or.traffic for speculation, lest I should bring a re-
proach on the tender cause of Gad.

Sometimes it really appeared as if my family must suf-
fer. Ihad but one horse to do all myv work and riding, and
1 well recollect using him for two- years in that gravelly
country, without a shoe on his foot, because I was not able
to get him shod without going in debt. I was afraid to do
that,and was too proud to beg, often going on foot fifteen or
twenty miles to my appointmenis, my wite having (o shiit
for her little children as she.could, attend to her business in
the house, and mine out of doors, in my absence, being de-
prived of the common necessaries of life, (perhaps not one
pound of coffee in a year,) except that of substantial food,
and that at times appearing so coarse, that she at length (for
the only time in her life,) observed to me, that she thought
1 would have to take in my appoiniments, or we should cer-
tainly come to want. I replied I hoped not; if we have
meat and bread, there is no danger of suffering, and I will
try to keep that, but indeed. it geemed so much out of my
power to do that thing, and continue my appointments, that
Ifelt so much like she had expressed herseif, that I feli under
severe trials of mind, to know my duty. 1 felt it my duty
to go and preach, and also that it was incumbent on me to
support my family, and being confident that two duties
never came in the way of each other, the great question
with me, was, how shall I know when it is my duty fo go
and preach, and when it was my duty to stay at home and
work?

At length it struck my mind foreibly that the Lord had
as yet provided for me; that it-was still my duty to rely en
him, and the way to decide the doubtful case in my mind,
was to continue my appointments until my family was ac-
tually bronght to suffer, regardless of all the gloomy ap-
pearances that might be presented; not to stop, tho® want
should appear at the door, for the Lord was able in a mo-
meni (o relieve then+ but when they did come, to aciual
suffering, then | might koow ihat [‘had gone too far, and
that it was my duty tg stop, and stay mere at home, for the
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Penefit of my family. So I became satisfied in mind, on the
great question, continued my appointments, and “hlle i
ln\e learned that all a christian should want, is to lmnw
and do their duty, making their religious duties the first ob
jecty [ can say in praise o the Lord’s name, that he has so
\\ou-noxfull\ provided for me and my family, that I have
never yet been obliged to.take in my dp])Olan(‘nN to supe
ply their temporal wants, though we have passed through
many trying scenes,

The war now being ended’ between the Methodists and
myself, I concluded that I should now live in peace. But
a!a«! the worst had not yet come, The reports of the mis-
sion suhject, and their proposed object (in part,) in a shost

t time reached us. At the first view I was wonderfully pleas
. ed with the prospect of the m;~po| being extended with suc .’l
,,;7; rapidity, but having learnt in the time of my Methodist

var, that nothing but Bible truth would stand the test, my

mind was durctlv turned to my Bible, to see if the |;.:m
proposed by the mission principle was the Lord’s way of
sending the gospel and christianizing the world; so as I
came to a knowledge of the mission r)lan, I com,mui it
with the Lord’s way of doing business, and I was sorry to
find that they did not fit or work together. I tried hard to
reconcile the scripturés to the mission plan, but there was
something in me, and in the Bible, that said there was toa
much difference between the word of God and the mission
principle, for them to be reconciled together. While I be-
came miem iy convinced that there was evil in iJ e n;'

sion principle, my mind was much weighted with the sub-
ject. Iviewed it a great something, cither a great gos
a great evil; (and nul) I find, sines it has so far unbosom-
ed itself, that 1 was not mistaken,) yet I lay silet on the
subject,

. 4

The thing through the association was referred to the
churches, although by this time [ had become internally
convineced that there was s mething dangerous in the mis«
-ion principle, I still held my p 1., , viewing it so great a

‘.un.(,fhn':z and fearing that I mightdo wrong in opposing
it. I thought I should be better satistied in my mind, when
the churches gave: their votes, I then aftended. threa
churches and one arm. All the acting members 1n my
bounds, with the exception of about three, voted against it

~ iy S
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A large majority of the chirches in the association voted
ﬂi.,lh\\r lt

The association was compelled to throw it out, though
the straggles on the part of its friends to save its life and
credit, began to open something of its corruption to my un-.
derstanding,. At the next association, Luther Rice aftend-
ed. Here, for the first time, I fook a public and pointed
stu.m ag! th the mission principle and its objects. This
rd time, and I became more fully eonvinced of
T wptmn ﬂf that principle,

Until this time, I had lived in porf'e peace with the
Bantists, all -in hne fellowship and union; but from that
time antil now, the gr“lf‘st enemy I ever had in human
hape is the mission spirit or prin vm e, by men who call
hemselves Baptists, because I remain where they left me,
] rifice the fa ith of Giod’s elect,

Afier the war was over hetween the Methodists and mya
my mind became entirely relieved from that: weig
I had ied and confined me to that particular part of
t Before this, the world could not have produs
upiation to remove me from llm’ part; I felt no
of mind to go elsewhere to but a greal
¢ took place in my mind, instead of twhn'r et )nh 1ed
section of country, I felt ent u':!_‘. relieved from it,
£ 1 had done my particular %otk there, and my miond
was roving in the defence of the truth against error, and
error was prevailing most against truath, there waa
ace that I felt like T ought to be, and thrmuh I often
1o mean and worthless to say I was one of the Lord’s
hers, yet sometimes I felt as if something like the care
all-the churches lay on my mur!., and that God requiced
of meto «Ltuul xm, cause n[ truth, pe 'fl dlurl\ on the d 0L~

] ¢
Walil Not se

partic Ly iu \im\'
In -1‘ iation of mind, I'visited the
sever {5, and finding th'\t the errors

sociel; l") ca itted) were taking deep root
God in the Baptist cat

ne parts of that country,

as much use there as @n

liovi .] 1 e
iieving that could ao e
v ceuntry, | ’
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‘1817 and instead of having knowledge that there was the
place where the Lord designed me to fight the hard battle
on the mission subjeet,

I was flattering myself that I was getting out of troubles
but I soon found éut my mistake, and that nothing but war
would do, to save the truth and rights of the church. El-
der Isaac McCoy, one of the old leading preachers of the -
country, about this time, came into the employment of the
board, and soon began to try to bring the Baptists into some
arrangements to approve and assist in the mission objects.
I feit in duty bound to my God, his cause, and his church,
to withstand him, and the war immediately commenced,
which T expect will not end but with my natural existence,
I soon found the spirit of the error to be beyond the reach
of conviction to re pentence, and that it sought for every
advantage, regardless of truth, or chrisfian feelings.. Lit-
tle s I had heretofore thought that any of my writings
would ever appear in print, my mind became so deeplv
weighted with deferding the truth against the mission er-
rors, that in 18%0, Ipnblhheu a piece entitled, “A Public
Address to the de.m Society, and friends of Rullglun in
general, on the principle and practice of the Baptist Board
of Foreign Missions, for the United States of America,
This caused more of the iniquity of the missiot principle
to abound.

The overthrow of my public standing as a preacher, and
my life in the church, appeared to be an objecf. Charges
were exhibited in a sister church against me, founded on
some parts of my pamphlet, qumelhlmr like five months be-
fore 1 heard of them,and when pre\une(l to the church
wheré [ stocd a member, were rejected on a point of. order,
(but afterwards tried in order, and fell for want of merit.)
1 now found lhul d('m’/:, or a surrender of gospel truth and
church rights was determined, and 1 thUl'“l‘ it was high
time tor me to lc at work, to save my own life and relieve
the church of such r.urrupun; errors. I presented charges
in gospel order, against two members of the same church,
where the charges had been exhibited against me, who had
united with a mission society, formed auxiliary to the
Board, lor helding to and justifying the principles and prac-
tice of the Buptist Board of Foreign Missions. Their
church refused to aet upon the charge or wkeit up, This

¢ of dise n»lvuc with that church, and

termiinated in a cou

L= Xew T
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finally in relievi
that defended ane !

Y eand *. Ty <
the Board off Fl eign ‘
I was engaged in the publication

which I zave a more full account

I have now room for, while
ston principle or spirit was so claarly
«;wl?-! as soon believe that rveligion consisted in en )
signied falsehood, with the spirtt, wisdom and wealth of the
world, as to Lelieve that (!

Lu.«:

tne imquy ol
manmeste

mission spirit was from the

¢
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ther.
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made by an old brother

ly repr v'“l the broth
brether | a \'lnl .»'lt fi
that as to progr

s the Bi
tion |
ation of the
would unfold themselves to

d ::n'in-‘, L .\'uviu;, beauty in it,
gi«)riﬁ::r! by it, i strove against the
wented, and did all I co ..d to re
C] 'r. Ory, on some ﬂ.!z v Views o
number of
orced to

at other

ln’; examin
trine of
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standing,

3 of the T'wo Seeds m;\:n::;i
d all through “the
stonished at my lunnrr
ed that | had not seen it befor
irine of the T'wo Seeds had been ¢
pressed in every gospel sermon which 1 hac
$ ¢ now seemed to lay so direetly and pli
that it was as impossiblé for me to defend the ca
s
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ggainst error without a view of the Two Seo

to preach the way of life and salvation witho
Altho ight not name the doetrine, nor ti
*“fion hay I was preaching it, y
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1

and as Teeldem feltas if 1liad done
il even preached the truth,and vetleft

; "{'\_.t what T gras de
7 1; myauty, when Pi

the congr ;.:i: n without kndwing b¥ name, what that truth
4 -,'éx‘ Iw sometiges o ane th.', it was the-doctrine of
the T'wao
& This birc > i
say one thing and some
weirha® with wrid

& Wi ¥

ject hefure the some weuld
wther, until n _'\ mind became so
g on the suiject, that | felt as if I
weawprld peconciied in mind, without so
r it my duty to proclaim on the house fop,
that which had been revealed to ine in secret. This isthe
te my views on the Two s, and when

could r

doing, be

cause why

some of ! ren appeured to be greatly distressed in
consequence doctrine which I had advanced, I re-
£ d my ngain and again, with prayerful atten-

[ am deceived,) that if I was in an error, I
ove the doctrine wrong, retract, and velieve the
my brethren, but the-truth of the dectrine was
' rmed to my view, and finding that
t, in truth, reiract, ~nd that some few of my bre.
thren gppeared as it they could not bear it, I then scught
fue 'hepst way to save the peace of the church «nd causo %
of Zion, regardless of what might become of me, and final-
pciuded that it might be best to make no defencé, lie
it, and let the church and those dissatisfied with i, do
aw proper; if the church called for my creden-

10Hre Col

i

» them up; she admitted me to a silent seat, ac- !
( 7 iti or it she excluded me; submit tcit. I wander- \1
‘ ed some time vader this view of things, in a dark dis- ] ‘1
tresse ‘Situation, having, as 1 believed, at the same time, 3
. gufficient cause to believe that the oppeosers of my views
v cucased for the overthrow of the doctrine of the union \
or relationship existi .; in Christ, to or with his church,
One eveningz, while solemnly reflecting on the state of
thingze, kncwing from every .q»irmran(u that death some- e
where st be the result, and siriving to become reconéis
led 1 mind to die, lmhc than cause o distress in the
church,: o L
Th ole course of my ministry ‘seemed opened to my
view, Th tiiy for which Thad &0 leag hieen contending,
parucularty the doctrine of the pnion; appeared o glorts :
ous, (uui Lfelt as if £ would s sudn sirrender the Bille as :
that truth, while it appeared equally plain to my view, thaf,
-
. )
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