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It happens over and over. A Christian falls
in love with someone outside of Christ. They
become engaged, and the date is set. The
happy couple make all the usual decisions:
what pattern to choose for their tableware,
what songs will be sung at the wedding, who
the bridesmaids and groomsmen will be,
where to go on their honeymoon, etc.

In all of these preparations it is easy to over-
look certain matters of much greater con-
sequence. The following are’ some penetrating,
even painful questions that need to be faced
squarely by any Christian who is planning to
marry someone who is not a Christian:

1) Am I willing to accept the possibility
that my mate may never become a Christian?

2) Am I prepared to keep on going alone
whenever the church meets, if my mate re-
fuses to come with me? Will my mate resent
my being gone during these times?

3) Am I sure I want to place myself in the
position of being unable to ‘‘share the most
important thing in my life with the most im-
portant person in my life?’’

4) Will my mate understand my desire to
put the Lord first in all things, including the
budget?

S) What about the children? Is it fair to them
to grow up in a religiously divided home?
Will they turn out to be strong, faithful Chris-
tians, when one of their parents is not a
Christian at all?

6) However fine a person my marriage
partner may be, am I prepared to face the
fact that we are going in different directions,

on different roads, toward different destina-
tions? How will I feel should my mate die out
of Christ?

7) Am I letting myself be swept along by
my emotions? Have 1 considered what the
Lord would want me to do?

8) Am I sure this is the right person for
me?
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WHO LOVES US MORE?

As a small lad it was my lot to carry in the
wood during the colder part of the year. This
job began whenever the stove was ‘‘put up’’
for the winter and continued until it was ‘‘taken
down.”’ While the stove was up we were not to
play around it. If we forgot, we were told in
a very demonstrative way about it. The reason
we were reminded was for our own protection.
A burn can be very painful and can leave an
ugly scar.

I believe we all understand this line of
thought. But what of the warnings about sin?
Why is it when people are approached about
the safety of their souls they get angry?

My fleshly father loved me and protected
me with rules which he in love enforced and
I loved him back because of it.

Why do we rebel when our heavenly father,
who loves us and gave his son for us, corrects
us with his word?

Should we not love those who are concerned
enough about us to try to save us?

Who loves us more—the one who throws us
the rope to save us, or the one who allows us
to continue toward certain doom?

Ray Crawford
Poplar Bluff, MO
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