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THE SECOND
TOUCH

That was the title on a little book by Keith
Miller. I don't know what he had to say in that
book, but I do know the wonderful story he got
his title from. Jesus had just entered Bethsaida
when a blind man was brought to Him. After
touching his eyes, Jesus said, "Do you see
anything?" The blind man answered, "I see
people, but they look like trees walking
around!" The Bible says, "Once more Jesus
put His hands on the man's eyes. Then his
eyes were opened, his sight was restored,
and he saw everything clearly!··
Oh, how we could use that "second touch"
today! It's so easy to see people simply as
"trees walking around," to look only at the
external and not to see "clearly" with the
heart. And when I look only at the external
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there is so much there to blind me: the color
of the skin, the kind of clothes that are worn,
whether they're ugly or attractive, rich or
poor, whether they smell good or bad, whether
their habits are appealing or obnoxious,
whether their religion, politics, or social
behavior is the same as mine, and on and on.
AnB suddenly I find myself blind, unable to
see a person clearly.
What a freeing thing it would be to learn
to see with the heart, to see in each person
the image of God, to see every individua!
as the chance for God's work to be displayed
(John 9:3)!
Landon Saunders wrote:
Do you know how to look at a person?
Have you trained your heart to see beyond
the external?
If you fail here, the greatest opportunities
in your life and in the life of your family
will be missed.
And you will be blind.
God give us "THE SECOND TOUCH!"
Jay Utley
via Garnett Bulletin
Tulsa, OK
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FROMTHEEDITOR
We could not possibly through these pages
promote every good work that is going on in
the brotherhood. However, there is one which
I feel a need to mention, the World Christian
Broadcasting Corporation. This powerful
station, KNLS, is doing much toward preaching the gospel to all the world by beaming
God's Word into the Soviet Union and China.
These communistic countries can forbid
missionaries from entering. They can ban
Bibles and religious printed materials. But
shortwaves are not stopped at their borders.
More than a billion souls live in these countries. Unless they hear the gospel over station
KNLSthey may die without any hope. Thirteen
hours each day this station sends its signals
from its location in Anchor Point, Alaska
reaching these billion lost souls. The potential
is staggering.
It may be that you can send $80.00, the cost
of preparing a half-hour of programming.
Or $16.00, to provide a six-minute segment.
Any amount will be helpful in holding up the
hands of these brethren who are seriously
undertaking this monumental effort of preaching the gospel to every creature (Mark 16:
15,16).
Address all correspondence to: World
Christian Broadcasting Corp., P.O. Box 3857,
Abilene, TX 79604.

**********
On page 14 you will find the first of what we
hope will be a regular feature, •'The Barnabas
Corner." This month's encouraging account is
one written a number of years ago. We've
chosen it to illustrate what we are looking for
from you. Read it and then consider whether
you know of someone or some congregation
whose dedication would serve as an encourage-
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are

**********
''Peace be with you all that are in Christ
Jesus, ··I Peter 5:14.
-JMS

LOVE-SPLASH IT AROUND!
Make love a part of your life. Be extravagant
with it. Learn to relate your love to particular
persons. Life based on positive constructive
love is better than a general love of life. Some
are like the comic strip character Lucy who
remarked, "I love humanity-it's
people I
can't stand."
The best love has always been splashed
around unabashedly. I recall the "sinful
woman" who knew that Jesus was having
dinner with a Pharisee. ''So the woman bought
some expensive perfume. She stood crying at
Jesus ' feet. Then she began to wash his feet
with her tears and to dry them with her hair.
She kissed his feet again and again and rubbed
them with perfume·· (Luke 7:37,38 SEB).
As some forgotten soul has said, "Be a
spendthrift in love! Love is the one treasure
that multiplies by division: It is the one gift
that grows bigger the more you take from it.
It is the one business in which it pays to be
an absolute spendthrift;- give it away, throw it
away, splash it all over, empty your pockets,
shake the basket, turn the glass upside down,
and tomorrow you will have more than ever.''
True, love sometimes seems to lose; and yet,
"Love wields more power when it loses than
hate wields when it wins." A man called Jesus
proved that when He splashed His love all
around this old world, didn't He?
Lowell A. Worthington
via White Rock Bulletin
Dallas, TX
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your minds. •• Notice he said ••... lest ye be
weary and faint in your minds. '·

After all of the excuses for not living faithful
to the Lord are presented and laid bare, it
boils down to a lack of desire. We can be steadfast, we can be faithful if we really want to.
Henry Ward Beecher said, "The difference
between perseverance and obstinacy is that
one comes from a strong will and the other
from a strong won't.'' Ken Hubbard was right
when he said, "There is no failure except in
no longer trying. There is no defeat except
from within, no really insurmountable barrier,
save our own inherent weakness of purpose.''
Do you remember the song recorded by Jim
Reeves about a man and his horse in a blizzard? The horse had grown tired and cold,
and wanted to stop but the man knew that to
stop would mean death for both of them.
Finally, just a hundred yards from home the
man gave in to the tired animal and stopped to
rest. The next morning the man and his horse
were found frozen to death where they had
stopped to rest-just one hundred yards from
home.
On the walls of a university is written: ''On
the ptains of hesitation lie the bleached bones
of countless millions who, at the dawn of
victory, sat down to rest, and resting, died.''
It is sad to think how frequently those who
are running the Christian race sit down to
rest just at the dawn of victory. I wonder how
many in the judgment will be condemned
because they stopped to rest, because they
gave up, because they discontinued living the
Christian life too soon. Jesus said we are to
remain faithful until death (Rev. 2:10). The
Apostle Paul admonished, "Let us lay aside
every weight and the sin which doth so easily
beset us and let us run with patience the race
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the
author and finisher. of our faith: who for the
joy that was set before him, endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the
right hand of the throne of God. For consider
him that endureth such contradiction of sinners
against himself lest ye be weary and faint in

Remember, •'He that endure th to the end
shall be saved. ••
BULLETING
DIGEBT

~

John R. Vaughan
Columbia, TN

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
I can't remember when I've been so "sat
at attention'' as I was the other morning reading Ezekiel 9:4-8. •'And the Lord said, Go
through the city, through Jerusalem, and put
a mark upon the foreheads of the men who
sigh and groan over all the abominations
that are committed in it. And to the others he
said in my hearing, Pass through the city after
him and smite: your eyes shall not spare, and
you shall show no pity; slay old men outright,
young men and maidens, little children and
women, but touch no one upon who is the
mark. And begin at my sanctuary. So they
began with the elders who were before the
house.··
We must conclude that those who were not
indignant over sin were executed by God's
command. Perhaps we should all take a long
hard look at our attitudes. What do you sigh
and groan about?
BULLET[N
DIGEBT
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via College St. Bulletin
Auburn, AL
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TELEVISION FAMILIES
DELIVERANCE

Not too long ago, my family and I had an
opportunity to experience the drastic changes
that occur when the "one-eyed monster"
(the TV) is eliminated from our home life.
Needless to say, they were all good, positive
changes.
In this, my prayer for deliverance, I am including all unsuspecting Christians:
Dear Lord,
Please protect us from this terrible beast!
... .. .it boldly invites unwanted guests into my
home such as sex, violence, false values,
wrong interpretations of masculinity and
femininity, and many more.
...... it makes me rush to put my children to bed
each night instead of spending a few last
peaceful moments with them at the close of
the day .
. .. . . .it lures me into being a hypocrite, both
as a parent and teacher of God's Word, when
I watch the same programs I've called "unfit"
for children .
... ... it robs me of those precious moments best
spent with just my husband to keep and
preserve our marriage.
...... it ruins my kids' sense of humor-they
now think a drunk staggering across the screen
or the "pop me, I'll pop you" antics of the
three stooges is the height of comedy.
..... .it intrudes upon our meal times and breaks
the communication between us and God-Now
we merely turn the sound down during the
prayer .
.... .. it preaches that the real "gusto" in life
is derived from alcoholic beverages and a
peaceful rest at night only comes from a
myriad of drugs.
...... and lastly, it deprives us all of a chance to
read God's precious Word more and discover
what a great gift this truly isl (Romans 16:19)
BULLETING
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Sandy Sarratt
via Rochester, MN

The big storm hit. Hundreds of families
were suddenly without lights and water. They
had no television ... for several nights. They ate
by candlelight. They sang together. They had
fun.
Soon the lights were turned back on-and
the TV. But, one little boy said: "Mom, let's
put the TV set in the attic. We haven't had any
fun since we got it.''
What if your television set went out? Would
you do like the family who sat facing each other
and found they really had nothing to talk
about? Television had occupied the center of
their life together. Sitting beside each other ...
watching ... week after week, but never getting
acquainted .
Family life is more than just sitting beside
each other. More than just knowing each
other's name. In the family we should come to
know the excitement of personality, the richness and variety of the human spirit. The
family is a place for sharing, for accepting
each other when outsiders may not want to
accept us. It's a place of love, a place to be
yourself. It is a place for believing in each
other, bearing with each other, comforting
each other.
•'Beloved, let us love one another; for love
is of God, and he who loves is born of God and
knows God'' (I John 4: 7).

Landon B. Saunders
via Anderson, CA

Madame Curie and her husband Pierre
failed in their 487th experiment in search of
radium. It was said, "It can not be done in
our life time, and although it may take a
hundred years, we dare not do less than work
for it as long as we live." The break through
in love may be hard, even years off, but we
must make the effort.
Dabney Phillips
Gadsden, AL
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ON ETERNITY'S SHORES

SELF-APPRECIATION

They tell us that there's a place over there
somewhere where there is no need of crying.
It's a place, they say, where all the tears we
used to cry are wiped away by the Master's
finger. And, He will hold us in His arms and
speak comforting words and make us feel
safe and secure once again, like we used to
feel back when we were little children.

Many people under-rate themselves. Perhaps this is an attempt at humility. Perhaps
they really see little good in themselves.
However, no matter what the reason, when one
discounts himself he criticizes part of God's
creation. Each time a person focuses on his
faults and minimizes his strengths, he belittles
a creature who was made in the image of God.
The scriptures speak about love, praise,
encouragement, and forgiveness. Apply these
principles to yourself and no doubt you will
find life very enjoyable. Also, God will be
pleased when you praise, rather than condemn, His creation.
Scott Carmell
BULLETIN
via
Oklahoma
City, OK
DIGEST

They say it's a place where there is no more
pain or heartache, and no one can hurt us, or
steal from us, or belittle us, or destroy our own
sense of self-worth. It's a place where diamonds are worthless and gold is used for
paving material. No fear of dying is there.
The skies are always blue and the water is
always pure. The people who live there are
kind and friends are everywhere.
In that place, you can talk to God and tell
Him e'1'erything that's on your mind. And, He
listens and talks and He's a real friend. And,
in that place, God has all the time in the world
for you. He's never in a hurry or too busy.
With God, you're really something special.
With Him, you really mean something.
The Bible speaks of Heaven as being a
beautiful city where there is no night. It's
a place where God forever reigns and gives
His blessing to all His children.
One day all men will stand on eternity's
shores and face what awaits them. As for me,
I want eternity to be pleasant. I want to walk
with God forever. I want to see the Master's
face and touch His hand.
It really doesn't matter what the philosopers say. Nor does it matter what the experts
say. No one has told me as much about God as
has Jesus. No one I have ever read about ever
lived as good a life as did Jesus. No one has
ever promised eternal life like Jesus. So, if
you don't mind, I believe I'll follow Him to
eternity's shores.
Carson Stephens
Houston, TX

NOT ALL STAND IN PULPITS
Not all of our evangelistic work is from the
pulpit! Here is a letter from one of the great
World Bible School teachers: ''Dear brother
Yocum: You might like to know a little bit
of my work and world. I've been a WBS teacher for about 18 months. To date I have 337
students. Up to Dec. 20th I had 8 confirmed
baptisms! My students are in Ghana, Nigeria,
Liberia and Sri Lanka. I can't tell you how
much WBS means to me, because it is the
'Joy of My Life.' I buy all the materials that
I use, and pay my own expense. Last year I
spent approximately $800.00 for postage
and all, but that's nothing compared to one
precious soul. Brother Yocum, I plan to do
WBS the rest of my life. I'm arthritic and have
to stay indoors day after day, but I study and
work on my lessons every single day and I
never have time to get bored. I thank God for
you and all others who are workers for this
wonderful cause I" Your Christian sister,
Edith Marymont, Lavaca, Arizona.
Just say the word and the world will be at
your door. They shall all be taught of God I
Lynn Yocum
Webb Chapel Bulletin
Dallas, TX
BULLETIN DIGEST
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SEE PEOPLE
Jacob Javits was, for many years a United
States Senator from New York. As a Senator
he was very active and powerful. However,
for the past few years Mr. Javits has been
suffering from amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
(Lou Gehrigs disease). Last month the ABC
Television Program •'20120'' interviewed
some people, including Mr. Javits, who have
ALS. Mr. Javits was asked how ALS had
changed his life and what was the most significant change. He replied, "Before, I was too
busy doing this, doing that, and I didn't see
people. Now I see people. I am more sympathetic, more sensitive." Powerful, thought
provoking words, which should remind us to
see people and their needs.
When Jesus saw the multitudes he had
compassion on them because they were scattered as sheep without a shepherd. (Matt.
9:36). He was moved to the depths of his
being because no one was pointing them
toward God. When Jesus looked at the crowds
he saw those in pain, in sorrow, the hungry,
the loneliness of the banished leper.
The Samaritan saw the robbed and beaten
man on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho.
When the Samaritan saw the wounded man,
he was sympathetic, sensitive to his needs.
Jesus said the Samaritan's actions should be
imitated!
Let us never be so involved in work, recreation, business, or theology, that we fail to see
people and their needs. Let us commune with
God in prayer and study of the Word so that we
will not suffer from compassion ''fatigue.''
Look at the crowds. See the lost, the lonely,
the hurting. Then as a child of God, reach out
to them with love and the good news of Jesus
the Christ.
David Vaughn
Burlington, NC
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Three UnusualDays
Meeting
Increase Weekly Contribution 30%
Jerry L. Cantrell
(305) 631-8958

SOUND
DOCTRINE
In about 65 A.D., THE APOSTLE Paul wrote
Titus, and admonished him to •'speak thou the
things which befit the sound doctrine. ''
(Titus 2:1). It was imperative for the good of
the Cause, that the church receive healthy
teaching ... the teaching very definitely needed
to be in accordance with God's word! Thus,
the exhortation. The apostle John, writing
some years later than did Paul, really "drove
home" the importance of sound doctrine by
penning, ··Whosoever goeth onward and
abideth not in the doctrine (i.e., teaching) of
Christ, hath not God; he that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ hath both the Father and
the Son. " (II John 9). John further instructed
Christians not to greet, nor to receive into
their houses those that taught not the true
doctrine.
In view of the above, there is cause for concern today that a de-emphasis of sound doctrine is emerging in the church. It is not so
much a matter of overt error being taught,
it is simply that plain Biblical teaching is being
neglected by too many. With all the energies
of my being, I for one raise my voice in tender
but convicted pleadings ... BRETHREN, LET
US NOT FORFEIT OUR STANCE FOR "THE
OLD PATHS" ... LET US STAY WITH THE
BOOK, AND PREACH IT LIKE IT IS ... LET
US MAKE CERTAIN THE CHURCH ABIDES
IN THE SOUND DOCTRINE. Remember,
•'If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly my
disciples. '' (John 8:31).
Maxie B. Boren
via Lajunta, CO
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FOR WIVES ONLY
o o o

According to I Kings 11:3, Solomon
®Ou UGo@seven
hundred wives, princesses, and

"had
three
hundred concubines. '' This practical experience, coupled with his God-given wisdom, no
doubt made Solomon an expert in the field of
domestic life. Thus we are interested to read
the following proverb from his book of the
same: "A continual dropping in a very rainy
day and a contentious woman are alilce. ''
(Proverbs 27:15)

DB~GoU@[?
00@1@

Don't Give Up
A father was once trying to encourage his
dejected son by saying, "Don't
give up!
Don't ever give up!" The father said, "Remember, Son, people who are remembered are
people who never gave up. Think of Robert
Fulton, Thomas Edison, Eli Whitney. They
didn't give up. And look at Isador McPringle."
The boy said, "Who is Isador McPringle?"
"See," said the father, "you have never heard
of him. He gave up."

He Got The Job
Years ago, a preacher went for a trlal sermon
hO'jSlngto be employed as the preacher at the
church. Following the sermon the men met with
him to question his abllltles. Wanting to be
sure they got an educated man, they, with the
help of a school teacher, had worked up a few
s9eclal questions to test him.
The lead man, with an air of scholarship,
began, "Preacher, would you say a hen sits
or sets?" The young sage from the hllls answered: "I don't care whether she sits or sets.
What I'm Interested In Is: When she cackles,
Is she laying or lying?"
There were no more questions, he got the
job!

Bypass
In a hospital where the cafeteria food left
much to be desired two young surgeons approached the serving line. After reading the
posted menu and looking over the food displayed, one doctor turned to the other and
said, "No doubt about it ... this calls for a
culinary bypass." And they left.

It's true in life, in friendships, and no less
true in marriages. "Enough digs make a
grave." Constant nagging and continual criticism will kill a marriage just as surely as will
the bottle or a third party. As someone has
aptly observed, "Every wife should have
enough horse sense not to be a nag.''
Socrates was plagued with a nagging wife
who would give the little man a tongue-lashing and then pour a bucket of cold water over
him. Whereupon Socrates replied, "After the
storm, the rain.'' When asked why he married
his wife, Zantippe, Socrates answered, "Those
who want to learn to ride well choose restive
horses, because, if they can handle these, they
can manage any others. I want to learn to
associate with all mankind, and I chose Zantippe, knowing that if I could handle her
society, I should be able to get along with
anyone." From what we've heard, the philosopher may have taken on more than he was
able to handle.
Christian wives, as an example of light
before the world must learn •'to be sober, to
love their husbands, to love their children,
to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good,
obedient to their own husbands, that the
word of God be not blasphemed. '' (Titus
2:3,4) Such learning will stop the nagging,
the digs, and the continual dropping.
Think about it wives-would
be married to you?

you want to
Dalton Key
Liberal, KS
BULLETIN DIGEST
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~1 Saw Whiskey

Action"
I saw a baby .. .its tender white skin bruised
and bloody, its golden curls matted with dirt
and blood ... one tiny jaw crushed to a pulp.
A wee hand hanging limp ... just a ball of flesh
with broken bones protruding against a pair
of pink rompers soiled with great blotches of
muddy blood.
White-robed hospital attendants picked up
the little mangled form and gently placed it
on a stretcher. It quivered and a low moan
of anguish came from those baby lips once
perfectly shaped and now bruised and disfigured. Again they lifted a form from the
ground ... a sort of huddled, shapeless bundle.
It was the baby's mother, broken, mangled,
crumbled, with no sign of life. The card on
the bosom read "morgue."
Many feet away lay the father, still alive
and screaming with pain. His face was cut by
windshield glass while one eye was completely
out of socket and hanging as by a string.
His legs were a shapeless mass, and blood was
gushing from his mouth. He stopped screaming and called out in agony, "My wife! My
children!" Then he fell back into merciful
unconsciousness. In the crowd of people, held
back by kindly hands, a small boy sobbed and
cried, "Daddy! Daddy! Mother!"
Two state policemen held between them a
wobbly, drunken wretch, reeking with fumes.
"What happened?" he blubbered. "Only had
a couple of drinks."
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Sirens screamed and the crowd made way to
the hospital and morgue. Policemen placed
the four year old, hysterical boy in a car and
drove off with him still plaintively calling for
his parents. A wrecking car crew with a huge
crane began preparation for the removal of
two badly smashed automobiles. On the pavement lay bits of broken glass, a broken whiskey
bottle and lottery tickets, and here and there
a pool of blood.
A child was an orphan. Three graves were
dug. A drunken driver would receive a light
fine; liquor stores would continue to sell
their hellish brew. And voters would continue
to vote to license the business that is staining
the highways with innocent blood ... blood shed
by drunken drivers.
via Thomas St. Bulletin
Altus, OK

ATTITUDE
Attitude is the name of the game. Have you
ever noticed how much attention Jesus gives
to our attitude? Our attitude toward God, our
fellowman, sin, and law are extremely important. Once our attitude is correct, the right
behavior follows.
A good example is found in Ephesians
4:26, •'Be angry, and sin not. '' If our attitude
toward God and our fellowman is right, we can
become angry without allowing that anger to
become sin.
Jesus gave us by far the greatest example of
a proper attitude in the garden. His attitude
toward the Father was, •'Thy will be done. ''
All of us from time to time have to give in and
over to higher callings. Let's pray that our
attitude toward God, the church, the elders,
and the lost, is one that is acceptable and
pleasing to God. Change my attitude, and you
have changed me.
Samuel Long
via Pine Bluff, AR
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YOUHIT:M:Er
Two or three weeks ago, a dear sister confronted me after an evening service, and said,
"I want to talk to you." We stepped aside and
she continued, ''Your sermon tonight hit
me right in the face!" I thought for a moment
and said, "Is that right?" She smiled and
said, "It was just what we needed." The next
Sunday night I was in a meeting with some
church leaders. One of them remarked, "You
hit me right in the eyes today. Keep it up.''
You should know that it is never my purpose
to send God's people on a guilt trip. However,
it should always be a preacher's purpose to
speak boldly, to say all that should be said on
a given theme. So then, it really was not me
who hit you. It was God's word that struck
the blow.
Ask any preacher. Some sermons are harder
to preach than they are to listen to. If it hits
you in the face, it has probably already broken
my nose. Know that if it pierces your heart,
I am bleeding
as I proclaim it .
....
On the day that the church began a preacher
named Peter spoke boldly. The result: "Now
when they heard this, they were pierced to
the heart. •• Those words ''pierced to the
heart" might have been translated "smitten
in conscience." On that day, it was not the
preacher who had pierced them. It was the
message that had been boldly proclaimed.
It is true that we need more kind, gentle,
and encouraging words, but we also need
messages that challenge our minds and smite
our consciences. To that dear wise sister and
brother, and to all who have been smitten, I
say, "Thank you for allowing God's word to
have an impact upon you.''
BULLETIN
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Brian J. Cobb
Norwich, KS

He Gave His Dearest
Possession
In a small Midwestern town there lived a
young widow with her five-year-old son who
had been blind from birth.
After months of saving money, the mother
traveled to an eastern city where she was
informed that surgery could give eyesight to
her son.
When told that the mother was not able to
pay the normal fee, the surgeon replied that
restoring the boy's sight had first priority.
Following the successful operation, and long
days and nights of waiting to remove the
bandages, a smile of great delight came upon
the boy's face as he beheld his mother for the
first time. "Mother, you are more beautiful
than I ever dreamed you could be!"
When the day came to leave the hospital,
the lad wanted to give the doctor something,
but the only thing he had was a small teddy
bear which had been his companion since
infancy. One arm was gone, one leg had lost
its stuffing, one eye was missing, but the
bear was still the dearest possession the child
had.
A huge package awaited their arrival home.
The biggest and finest teddy bear that money
could buy was found inside. But in the surgeon's office, carefully placed under glass,
sits a little brown, battered teddy bear with
one arm, a limp leg and one eye. On a card
in front of the bear are found these words,
'·The largest single fee I ever received for
professional services.''
Are we as grateful for our spiritual sight
as to give unto the Great Physician our dearest
possession?
BULLETIN~
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They Watch For Your Soul
"Obey them that have rule over you and
submit yourselves, for they watch your souls
as they that must give account that they may
do it with joy and not with grief; for that is
unprofitable for you·' (Hebrews 13:7).

No greater responsibility ever rested upon
any man than that which rests upon elders of
the church. They are commissioned by our
Heavenly Father to be pastors and shepherds
of the flock in a locality. They watch for our
souls. These men must be good men, full
of love for the church and love for the welfare
of souls. They must have certain qualifications. These qualifications, if possessed, will
qualify any man as being worthy of double
honor.

If the elders had only to care for the souls of
the faithful, it would not be a difficult task.
But they are charged with the rest of us. The
weak and the worldly, the negligent and
naughty, the imprudent and the impudent:
they must be concerned with us all. The weak
must be strengthened. The fallen must be
lifted. The ignorant must be enlightened.
After we have let ourselves go, the elders
cannot let us go. They must not lose faith in
us, even after we have lost faith in ourselves.
Our faults they are duty bound to correct.
They are not only charged with teaching us
what the Bible says; they are charged with
getting us to do it.
An elder is not perfect. He isn't even
immune to criticism. But this is no reason why
"open season" should be declared upon a man
when he is selected to serve as an elder. When
an elder, for our sake, seeks to strengthen
or correct us, it is because God has charged
him with doing it. It should give no offense to
any child of God, and should not be the occasion of strife.
Selecting elders is an enormous responsibility for any congregation. Too little thought
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is used in choosing. Too little knowledge of
what an elder is really supposed to be in a
congregation is evident. Great care and much
prayer should accompany any selection. The
future of any congregation is pretty well
predestined by the men it chooses as its elders.
The shoes they wear are mighty ones, the load
they carry is heavy.
•
Reuel Lemmons
via Vancouver, WA

Make Your Problems
Work For You
'' ... pitched neck and crop into the world,
to play at leap frog with its troubles." (Dickens) Perhaps you feel like this. Remember
there are no hopeless situations; there are only
people who have grown hopeless about them.
Your problems can be used to focus your
a?ilities. We may use our problems as hearing
aids to catch some life-changing whispers.
Alexander Graham Bell was so eager to improve the hearing of his sweetheart that he
discovered the principles that led to the telephone. Your problems can motivate new
energies within you.
Your problems can increase your recognition of the strength that God has for you.
''/ can do... through Christ who strengthens
me.'' Paul, from prison (Phil. 4:13). God can
use a sleepless night to keep our eyes open
for fresh truth.
Virgil Trout
via Starkville, MS
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A TRIBUTE TO IRA NORTH
(1922-1984)
by
Joe Nix, A Childhood Friend
(Editor's Note: Almost all the bulletins we
received carried a notice of the death of Ira
North. Most extolled his faith and works for
the Lord. The following is an excerpt from the
lengthy article of the Preston Road bulletin of
Dallas, Texas. It gives information not found
in any other bulletin we receive. We thought
you would profit from this more ''personal'·
insight. -JMS)

Last week, a childhood playmate and a
lifetime personal friend died. Ira North became
one of the best known, dedicated, and enthusiastic preachers of the gospel in our age.
Many people believe that "Fiery lry" was
a nickname given in recent years. That is not
so. As a young boy, Ira was one of the most
hyperactive, high-tempered children in our
sma)J.town of 500. He was a young "brat""FIERY IRY" they called him-and of the
twenty or so boys of the community, for many
years he was liked least!
During the depression years, one desire of
most of the people was to have a "fittin"
burial. Ira's dad seized upon the opportunity
and established the North Funeral Home and
with the "North Burial Association" plan
soon became one of the most prosperous
men of the county. The North's were in the
money-everyone
else had the hope of a
"fittin" burial!
One depression summer, the community was
surprised that Ira was the only boy who was
employed. It was not until later that it was
revealed that his dad had paid a farmer $1
per day to work Ira for 50 cents a day!
A dramatic change in temperament and
attitude took place shortly after his older

brother's death due to pneumonia. I remember
so vividly the time when Kenneth was ill.
Our school was only a short distance from the
North home and during our play periods no
one dared even to bounce a basketball for
fear that it would disturb Kenneth.
After this, Ira seemed to have changed
immediately and dramatically. He took on
Kenneth's sensitivity toward people and seemingly loved to do things that lifted the hopes of
the people.
When he was about 12 years old, Ira was a
contestant in a 4-H Club speaking contest
held in Nashville. More than a little nervous,
he fainted right in the middle of his presentation. However displaying the determination
that was to characterize his adult career, he
insisted on finishing his speech once he
regained his consciousness. The contest
winner was Ira North!
In his early years, Ira set his goal to become
the best gospel preacher in Lawrence County
following the tradition of his grandfather
who was a "county" preacher and one of THE
elders of our congregation. His father was
always a leader in the church and Ira would
continue in his footsteps. Ira could have
pursued any profession or line of work-but
he never spent any time considering the alternatives. When he went "off" to David
Lipscomb College, his going away present
was a set of' 'waist high baptismal boots.''
The headlines in the county newspaper of
my boyhood days this week was, "IRA NORTH
MAKES FINAL TRIP HOME." Yes, this past
week, I lost a boyhood playmate and a friend
of many years-the
church of our Lord on
earth LOST A GIANT!
Joe Nix
January 20, 1984
BULLETIN DIGEST
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WHILE WE OWN THEM

PROTECT YOUR
COPIES OF

I have before me a little tract that I picked up
somewhere. On the front of the tract is the
picture of a tombstone with this inscription,
"He didn't intend to ... " This is so true of
death. Most of those who have died didn't
really intend to die when they did. None of us
ever gives the consent to die. However, the
fact remains that when we die, the things we
possess will pass on to someone else. We can't
take it with us.
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IN A GOLD-IMPRINTED
LEATHERETTE CASE OR BINDER
These spice brown cases or binders-each
holds 24 issues-are made of reinforced fiberboard
and covered in a decorative, richtextured
leatherette.
A welcome addition
to your home or office.
BINDERS - $7.50 each;
6 for $42.00, postpaid.
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Have you ever really seriously thought about
who shall receive your earthly possessions
after death? "Whose shall these things be?"
is a question all of us should be concerned
about. What will happen to the things I own, to
the money I have accumulated? Will they continue to be used for the glory of God, or will
they pass into the hands of those who don't
~are about God and His work? This beautiful
little poem by Jaquine Miller illustrates this
in a wonderful way:

$21.75;

CASES - $5.95 each; 3 for $17.00; 6 for
$30.00, postpaid.
U.S.A. orders only. Send check to:

JESSE JONES INDUSTRIES
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PHILADELPHIA, PA 19141
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POWER OF A SEED

i
i
i
i
i
i
i

I

A lotus seed was recently discovered in
Manchuria and planted in a culture dish.
Carbon 14 tests indicated this seed was implanted in a crust for 3,000 years. Scientists
wondered If It would grow. It did, and there are
lotus blossoms in Washington, D.C. today as
they were pictured in a recent Issue of Reader's
Digest.
Consider the life-giving power which was
dormant for 3,000 years. Can the God who kept
that power in the lotus seed not keep the power
in the seed of the Kingdom? (Luke 8:11 ). The
Gospel is the power of God unto salvation.
The mission of the church is to sow this powerful seed. It will still reproduce "only after its
kind."

I
via Lamesa, TX
iL..,.....,,.....,,...,,,.....,,...........,,.....,,.....,,_.,,.....
,,... ,......
,,.....
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"Carve your name high o're the shifting
sand,
Where the steadfast rocks defy decay,
All that you hold in your cold, dead hand
Is what you have given away.
Count your wide conquests of sea and of
land,
Heap up the gold and hoard as you may;
All you can hold in your cold, dead hand
Is what you have given away.''

Over a doorway in an old Dutch banking
house is this inscription in French, "The
golden age is the age in which gold does not
rule." This thought is not only valid of gold
but of any temporal value that we allow to
rule our life. God asked the rich fool "Whoso
shall these things be?" His bigger barns,
stored grain, beautiful house, all these passed
from his hands in death. LET US PRACTICE
LIBERALITY NOW WHILE WE OWN OUR
POSSESSIONS!
,,4

Preston Rd. Bulletin
Dallas, TX
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THE
BABNJJBAS
COBNBB

In the last two issues we have been telling
you about a new feature we hope to begin
called "The Barnabas Corner." This feature
will tell of individuals, families and congregations who serve as good examples for all of
us and whose story will encourage us to
greater dedication. If you have such a story to
tell send it to us and we will consider publishing it. If we do use your story we will give a
year's subscription to Bulletin Digest to the
individual, family, congregation, etc. about
which the story is written. If your account should be of someone deceased we will give
the year's subscription to you or someone you designate. Please keep your submissions
to 600 words or less. Send all items to BULLETIN DIGEST, HC69, Box 29A, Anselmo,
NE 68813.

ACTS 4:36

The following article well illustrates the type of encouraging items for which we are
looking. It was written by Charles Hodge several yeflrs ago. You will profit from reading
it and perhaps it will call to mind a story you wish to share with us.
-editor

**********
THE GREATEST THING I EVER SAW
This writer has had profound privileges in his ministry ... great blessings. But the
.....greatest was Sunday, April 21st. He watched brother and sister R.W. Hartin of Cedar
Hill sign deeds giving their farm to Median Children's Home and the Dallas Home for
the aged (valued at present-$500,000.00).
I have seen larger gifts and "bigger deals,"
but nothing like this.
Brother and sister Hartin are "dirt farmers" who still "farm" on their farm. They are
so modest in their living-still in the old 2-story unairconditioned house. No frillsnothing fancy. You would never pick them to be among the rich! Their farm just happens
to be a fast-growing suburb and is worth a gold mine. They are living as if the worth of
the land had not changed! So they gave away the "home place.''
But the staggering aspect! They have 7 children-all with modest means who not only
did not try to sabotage this gift-they were thrilled with it! All 7 children were present
and with deep pride. They stood with us guests, in giving their parents a standing
ovation! Seven kids-all Christians and all thrilled with their parents giving away the
"home place."
Brother and sister R. W. Hartin really know how to "raise kids.:' Wonder if the Hodge
kids will "turn out" like this? What about yours? Is the church in your will? Would you
give your "home place" to God? This was the greatest thing I ever saw! I'm glad my
kids saw it!
....
~\J

•·;
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WHO SHOULDMAKE THE
FIRSTMOVE?
While in a gospel meeting, I heard of a
brother who had ceased to meet with the local
church and was driving to another city to
attend services. His reason was that some of
the brethren had done him wrong. When the
preacher advised him to go to those who had
offended him, he insisted they were the ones
to make the first move.
According to the scriptures, just who is to
make the first move-the
offender or the
offended? On this matter the Bible is clear
it is a two-way street. When one Christian does
injury to another, each is obligated to take the
initiative.
Jesus said, "If therefore thou art offering
thy gift at the altar, and there rememberest
that thy brother hath aught against thee,
leave there thy gift before the altar, and go
APRIL 1984
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thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother,
and then come and offer thy gift. '' (Matt.
5:23,24)

But the Savior also taught, ''And if thy
brother sin against thee, go, show him his
fault between thee and him alone: if he hear
thee, thou hast gained thy brother. •• (Matt.
18: 15)
Fellow-Christian, have you injured another?
If so, before you close your eyes in sleep tonight, go to him and make it right. Dear
brother, do you feel you have been mistreated?
You are equally instructed to make the first
move. Go to your offender in love and point
out his mistake; it may be that he does not
know that he has done wrong. And-perchance-the two of you will meet midway, in
which case the difficulty can easily be resolved.
BULLETING
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W. B. Bennett
via Lajunta, CO
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CAN'T TAKE IT BACK
When I answered it, the lady on the phone
introduced herself as the religion editor of
the local newspaper. She was, she said, doing
a story on local churches in town and wanted to
know ifwe were going to "start new churches"
in 1984. I told her "no, probably the only
changes would be that some church might
decide to relocate, but not in 1984 or anytime
soon that I knew of.'' The edition of the paper
that resulted from that interview announced
that our congregation and one across town
would probably move to new quarters within
the year.
Rios Montt was the president of Guatemala,
and claimed Christianity as his life and passion. He tried to rule the country as he thought
God would want, but the figures kept pouring
out of Guatamala that thousands of innocents
h~d been killed by the "death squads" supervised by this "Blood thirsty right-wing dictator.'' Rios Montt was deposed and America
was p'rt!asedthat such ''progress was made.
Now we learn that the source of gossip
behind all these bloody figures was '' Amnesty
International.'' They fed the press daily with
the figures of the dead and the dying. And the
problem was the "Amnesty International"
never made a personal inspection of the area.
They were being fed the figures by Marxist
groups as they sat in London offices. They were
wrong, but how can you take a report back?
Gossip from the foul mouth of a back-biter
is the same. The tongue of the tale-bearer
spits out its poison, ruining, hurting and destroying. When the truth comes out, sometimes it is too late. An apology can be made,
errors can be admitted, but it can never be
~ balm _toa hurt, nor can it restore a reputation. It is no wonder, then, that God is said to
?ate it. (Proverbs 6:16-19) If you participate
m slander, beware; you will be helpless to
take it back.
David Lusk
El Paso, TX

~~

When we look at what we want and then
compare that with what we have, we shall be
unhappy. When we think of what we deserve,
then of what we have, we shall thank God.
He who cannot forgive breaks the bridge
over which he, himself, must pass.

00
// //

ONEIN CHRIST
One of the most thrilling things about
Christianity is its powerful permeating influence. The life which Christ imparts is luminous; it is perpetuallly refreshing; it is full to
overflowing, and it is eternal.
We just can't miss the emphasis which Jesus
places upon the fact that the Christian life is
communicable! It flows from the Father to
the Son, to the Word and thus into the receptive hearts of His children.
Consider this-drop a thousand grains of
sand into a bowl. They are huddled close
t?gether, touching, pressing upon one another,
hke a crowd in a great city .. .yet they are ever
separate, individual, their polished surfaces
resistant to ''interference. '' Now-let fall a
thousand drops of water into a bowl-they
flow, they coalesce, they form one pool; each
individual is "lost" in the whole, yet adds its
own mite of weight and clarity to the rest.
So it was in the first century, and so it ought
to be today. The world watched with amazement as Christ poured into His church individual souls of every race and kind and level
and quality of character. And men saw them
flow together into a thrilling fellowship be~ause ~hey..were all one in Christ. Paul put it
hke this; The body is a unit, though it is
made up of many parts; and though al{ its
parts are many, they form one body. '' (I Cor.
12: 12).
BULLSTIN
DIODIT
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Paul Smith
Lakewood, CO
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ENCOURAGE
ONEANOTHER

EXIT LINES

DAILY!
There is often a tendency for the more
mature in Christ to be disgusted and impatient
with the immature. We prefer association with
those who are "like us." And yet, it is obvious
that the growth of the more immature depends
to a large degree upon his fellowship with and
encouragement from the mature. Unless there
is fellowship with one another, it is impossible
for the more grounded to encourage the weak
and for the spiritual to restore the fallen.
Listen to the word!
•'See to it, brothers, that none of you has a
sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from
the living God. But encourage one another
daily, as long as it is called Today, so that
none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness·· (Hebrews 3:12-13).
•'Brothers, if a man is trapped in some sin,
you who are spiritual should restore him
gently. But watch yourself; you also may be
tempted. Carry each other's burdens, and in
this way you will fulfill the law of Christ··
(Galatians 6:1-2).
My brothers and sisters in Christ face
enough discouragement in confronting the
obstacles of the devil without me being another
source of discouragement. My charge is to
encourage my family. My maturity in Christ
is partly measured by the way I am able to
live in unity with my brothers and sisters.
I Corinthians 13 makes this plain!
God's family is to live like a family. That is
not accomplished merely by called each other
brothers and sisters. It is accomplished by
really being brothers and sisters. Would that
it could be said of each as it was of Barnabas:
he was a "son of encouragement" (Acts
4:36).
Barry Stephens
Glasgow, KY
APRIL 1984

Time editor Lance Morrow recently offered
an essay on "The Classy Exit Line," his reflections about death-bed utterances. A few
random samples of famous last words include:
"Either that wallpaper goes, or I do."
-Oscar Wilde
"Bourbon." -Tallulah

Bankhead

''More light!'' -Goethe
And this one from William Saroyan in 1981:
"Everybody has got to die, but I have always
believed an exception would be made in my
case. Now what?"
Sooner or later most of us get around to the
"now what?" which, I take it means: "Where
do I go from here?" "What do I do now?"
"To what purpose has my life been given?"
"Has it all been worth it?" Etc.
These are exactly the kinds of questions
which a thinking person needs to ask. Hopefully a long while before the final curtain when
time remains to find satisfactory answers.
Lanny Henninger
Austin, TX
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l'LLASK HIM
Once an atheist asked a Christian lady If
she believed the Bible was true. "Yes," said
the lady. "Then" said the atheist, "tell me how
a whale swallowed Jonah, as a whale's stomach
is no bigger than a man's head." "I don't
know," said the lady, "But when I get to
Heaven I will ask him." "What If Jonah is
not there?" said the atheist. "Then you wlll
have to ask him,'' said the lady.
··:..,.
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After The Tassel Is Moved, Louis Caldwell, (Baker)

$3.95

After You Graduate, Lawhead (Zondervan)

$4.95

Another Tassel Is Moved, Louis Caldwell, (Baker)

$3.95

Congratulations, A Graduation Remembrance,

$4.95

Caldwell, (Baker)

Directions (Baker)

$4.95

Graduate's Guide To Success, Wm. Krutza, (Baker)

$3.95

Graduation: A New Start, (Moody)

$8.95

In Touch (Graduation Edition)-(Tyndale)

$8.77
$11.95

My Graduation Year, Robert Martin (Baker)
Roots And Wings (Abingdon)

$6.95

So Now You'reA Graduate, Wm. Krutza(Baker)

$4.95

To Be A Graduate (Nelson)

$5.95

You The Graduate, Harold Drown (Abingdon)

$4.95
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New Fires-New

Glimpse

I see some new fires of evangelism and
disciple making beginning in various places.
I am reminded of a story that was told about
a certain Scottish village where the fires had
died in all the hearths and the people were
freezing. A group was organized to scan the
community with hopes of finding some coals
of fire to be shared with others. Desperately
they sought from house to house but to no
avail. At the point of utter frustration they
decided to climb the hill and ask at one more
house. To their delight they found a family
hovering over a fire in their hearth. After an
explanation of the problem, the family agreed
to share some of their live coals. Down the hill
rushed the men; first in this home to light a
fire, then to another until a fire was warmly
burning on every hearth in the village.
By faith let's ascend the hill of Calvary and
catch a new glimpse of what happened on the
cross and let's get a glimpse of the fire of
evangelism that was in the First Century
church so that we may share the gospel in
our "village" and unto the whole world.
BULLETIN
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Pat Casey
Millington, TN

LOVE THE CHURCH
The architect of the church was God (He
designed it from eternity). The contractor was
Christ (He purchased the material that went
into it and built it). The apostles were the
carpenters. The Holy Spirit was the foreman
or supervisor who directed the work of the
carpenters
(apostles).
Redeemed
people
(Christians) are the material out of which the
~~urch is made. This "whole building, being
Jomed together, grows into a holy temple in
the Lord, in whom (we) also are being built
together for a habitation of God in the Spirit.''
(Eph. 2:21,22). Love the church! Do your part
to make it all that it ought to be I
BULLETIN
DIGEST
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Hugh Fulford
Dallas, TX

Will YOU MAKE
A VISIT?
A new couple visits our services. A few
people speak to them, we send a letter expressing our appreciation for their visit, but will
they return?
A lonely person is in a nursing home. The
long days grow into weeks. Occasionally someone stops to visit, but sometimes they feel they
have been forgotten.
An elderly church member is at home. Because of health and advanced age, he seldom
can attend church services. He feels the need
for more Christian association, but why are
there not more people who will stop and visit?
Members of the church go to the hospital.
Perhaps they are in only a few days and then
go home. A visit from a brother or sister in
Christ would have meant so much, but for
some reason, no one came by to see them.
A new family moves into town. They are unacquainted with the city and have no relatives
or friends here. They have no church preference, or perhaps they were not satisfied with
the church in their previous place of residence.
They think to themselves, "If some friendly
people would stop and visit us and invite us
to worship, it would help us get a new start."
A new family places membership. Perhaps
~n elder or another will stop to see them, but
1t would mean so much if several members
of the church would stop and get acquainted.
A member of the church begins to miss
services. The occasional miss becomes a
pattern and he is seldom seen anymore. What
might have happened if concerned Christians
had made visits into that home?
Is there a visit you need to make? Don't
put it off; do it today.
BULLETIN
DIGEST
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The source of many of the subml11lons for
this feature Is children and particularly what
they say In Blble cla11es. This month's Item Is
from Jewell Boyd of Huntsville, Alabama and
her experience In one such cla11. Here are
her words;
I had five year olds in class and they were
to answer the roll each time with a Bible verse.
There were triplets in this class. One said,
"I love Jesus;" another one said "Jesus loves
me.'' The third one thought for a few minutes
and said, "I love Lucy!"

Share with us some amusing or embarrassing incident of a religious nature and
if we print it we ·11give you a six-month's
subscription or extension to Bulletin
Digest. Send all items to: Bulletin
Digest, HC69, Box 29A, Anselmo,
Ne. 68813.

TOTELLTHETRUTH
You may recall reading a recent newspaper
account of the politician who was convicted of
perjury. Aw c'mon, surely a politician would
never be guilty of such an egregious wrong;
no indeed, no more than an average person
who could ever be guilty of telling a half-truth.
Incidentally, half-truths are often more harmful than barefaced lies.
What many fail to realize is that anything
that is said or done for the express purpose
of deception, no matter the niceties of speech
and actions, must be regarded as a lie. Just
as the plagiarist is guilty of thievery, so the
teller of half-truths is guilty of lying.

Be euphemistic if you must and call the
guilty one a story-teller or slightly mendacious;
he is still a liar. And as for liars, along with
murderers and other sinners, "their part shall
be in the lake that bumeth with fire and brimstone; which is the second death'' (Rev. 21 :8).
When Winston Churchill once referred to
a certain statement as a ''terminological
inexactitude,''
Harold MacMillen retorted
wryly, "I much prefer the short Anglo-Saxon
word lie.''
Liars are an abomination in the sight of
God. Moreover, liars may claim kinship with
the devil for he is the father of lies (John 8:44).
When the church was new, in order to meet
an emergency that had arisen, certain ones
gave all their possessions into a common
fund. •'The multitude of them that believed
were of one heart and soul: and not one of them
said that aught of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things
common·· (See Acts 4 and 5).
It was during this emergency that a man and
his wife sold a piece of property and contributed a portion of the money to the common
fund. They were quite within their rights in
holding back a part. Their sin lay in pretending
to have given all. They lied.
Discipline was severe in those early days.
Both paid with their lives. And until this day,
the names of Ananias and Sapphira are synonyms for lying. Also to this day, parents are
not naming their children after this lying
couple.
Long ago the Psalmist lauded that one who
keeps his word, who "sweareth to his own
hurt, and changeth not" (Ps. 15:4). In a deceitful world there is great need for strong
men and women who speak the truth and,
where others are concerned, speak it in love
(Eph. 4:15).
Dan Harless
Nashville, TN
BULLETIN DIGEST
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Family

Bible

Study

'· ... when I call to remembrance the genuine
faith that is in you, which dwelt first in Y?ur
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice,
and I am persuaded is in you also. ·' II Tim. 1:5

One of the things I can remember about
growing up and one of the things that P~ul
recalled about Timothy's family was family
Bible study. This is something that may seem
hard to get started and to keep going but well
worth the effort.
I have been asked by parents why their
children are not interested in going to church
or I have also been asked why the children are
not interested in studying the Bible for themselves. I believe the answer to both questions
is family Bible study.
A parent once came to me wanting to know
what to do about their child. The mother then
confessed that she had not brought the child
to church as she should and did not study the
Bible with the child and wanted to know what
to do about her mistake. This is a great mistake
and it is a difficult one to overcome.
Family Bible study should begin as early as
possible. Couples would do well to begin right
after they are married so they could develop
the habit if they have not already. As children
come to the family, include them in, but you
will have to change how you do it so that the
children will be interested.
Family Bible study is good insurance. If we
could, most any parent would want to be
assured that their children would attend church
as they should, become a Christian, and be
faithful to the church all of their lives. There is
no insurance available for this. The closest
thing I know of is, yes, family Bible study.
A juvenile judge once said he never had anyone
to come before him that regularly attended
church.

If your family is not regular, together Bible
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students, why not start right now? Hopefully,
it is not too late. What Bible study together can
mean is knowledge, commitment and strengthening family ties.
Charles E. Roney
Russellville, KY

-

Daily
Bible Reading

"Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it
all day long. ·'
Psalm 119:97
Daily reading of the Bible is not a habit
easy to begin nor does it offer immediate
results. But, its absolute essentiality cannot
be denied.

1. It keeps us in tune with the mind of God.
The Bible is God's mind revealed to man. It
contains the only record of what God needs
for us to know about Him, His Son and His
church. Daily prayer allows us to talk to God;
daily Bible reading allows God to talk to us.
2. It offers an opportunity for daily inspection. Few of us would want to enter the day
without a cleansing of the body. Daily Bible
reading enables us to fulfill an even greater
responsibility-daily
cleansing of the soul.
(James 1:22-25).
3. It helps to meet God's request of His
people. God not only wants His word read
(I Thess. 5:27), He wants it understood as
well. (II Tim. 2:15). Daily Bible reading points
us in that direction. One fellow observed,
'• I think I've made one of the first steps toward
unraveling the mystery of the Bible. I'm starting to read it!''
Daily Bible reading is a must. We cannot
afford to ignore it. There is only one certain
method of beginning the habit-DO IT!
Norm Petersen
Oklahoma City, OK
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FROM EVERLASTINGTO
EVERLASTING
Others may do so but let us not think that the
ministry of our Lord is a period of about thirtythree years, lived nineteen centuries ago, and
embraced only that section of the world called
Palestine. Such is too far from an accurate conception to be treated seriously. His ministry
is threefold: past, present and future, and
spans time from before it started to after it
ends-from eternity to eternity.

LITTLE THINGS ARE
IMPORTANT

1. Past. As a part of the Eternal Godhead,
he was in the beginning with the Father and
the Holy Spirit. (Gen. l; John 1). He was engaged with them in the making of all things,
and after man sinned it was he who accepted
responsibility for doing what was necessary to
break the bonds of iniquity and set the captives
free. Through his death on Calvary he paid
the full price from transgression and redeemed
from death all who will accept his terms.
Forgiveness is ours on those terms.

In 1979, Tom Watson was reported to have
made over a million dollars playing golf.
In the same year, Hale Irwin made only
$200,000. Though the amount of money was
much different, the actual difference in golfing
scores was very small. Throughout the year,
Watson's nine-hole average was only one-half
stroke better than Irwin's. The difference in
performance was small, but the difference
in reward was great.

2. Present. There is a continual pull and tug
that S1ttan exerts on all, hence there is need
for constant help from above. Forgiveness
settles past sins but does not destroy the
devil. All who live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution (II Tim. 3:12); temptations
are the common lot of all (I Pet. 5:8,9); and to
withstand is a ceaseless charge (Eph. 6:11-13).
Faithfulness to him enables us to have a representative at the throne of grace to make
intercession for us.

In professional baseball, a batting average
of 0.300 seems to the threshold of greatness.
A hitter will bat approximately 600 times in
a big league season. To achieve the average
of 0.300, he must get 180 hits out of the 600
times at bat. While 0.300 is considered great,
an average of 0.275 is considered only mediocre. But, do you reali'le the difference in
0.300 and 0.275 is only one hit every ten
games. Again, little things do make a big
difference.

3. Future. When time is over, the earth is
burned up, the sky removed, and our eternal
destiny is before us, the ministry of Jesus will
be to sentence the disobedient to torment
(Mt. 25:46), and present the righteous to the
Father (I Cor. 15:24). Thus, at his coming
he will save his people from the presence of
sin, turn the evil into the outer regions of woe,
and have the saints to abide in perfect peace
with him forever. His ministry embraces all
people and spans all time.

The same is true with God. It is often little
things that cause men and women to be great
in God's eyes. Reading scripture, praying,
assembling with the saints, teaching others
the way of Christ, helping the needy, teaching
your children the ways of God and loving the
brethren may seem little and insignificart to
the world, but th_ey constitute greatness before God. Little things can make a great difference.
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L.L. Gieger
Oklahoma City, OK
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THE ROMANCE IS GONE
She looked him right in the eyes and said,
"Honey, I want a divorce, the romance is gone
out of our marriage." The terms "romance"
and "falling in love" are so nebulous to the
average teenager, the court dockets are going
to be loaded with the divorce evil. Divorce is
seldom considered in China. A young man in
Hong Kong told some preachers that he did
not see his bride until he met her at the altar.
Their parents had contracted the marriage
when they were children. When asked, what
about "falling in love" and "romanc;e" he
replied, ''That is your problem in America.
You Americans look upon marriage as a
romance-we look upon it as a commitment.''
Could there be some merit in the wisdom of
the Chinese?
Our young people are fed a steady diet of
"romance." In the movies and on TV they are
told that a happy marriage is predicated
on the falling in love syndrome. When they
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wake up some morning and find that marriage
has commitments and responsibilities they are
disgusted and disillusioned. They find out
that marriage is made up of carrying out the
garbage, washing baby diapers, trying to make
a payment on the car and furniture and dealing
with all the in-laws and out-laws! When this
happens they feel the ''romance has gone out
of their marriage." You see, all their school
mates don't have this type of life and all these
commitments. Somehow they have "missed
the boat" and the only way out is a divorce
and start all over again.
Kind friend, marriage is a commitment.
Before we get this thing turned around we
must put some sense of dignity to the family.
"Falling in love" and "romance" are both
great if they are understood; but the movies
and TV are a mighty poor place to learn!
Ward Hogland
via Massillion, OH
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"Amen" Brethern

BEEN PLUNDERED LATELY?

Say

Has your house been plundered lately?
I anticipate a "no" answer unless you have
been burglarized. Our government does not
come into our houses and confiscate our possessions. But did you know that such loss of
possessions took place in the lives of some
early Christians?

The church of the New Testament had her
background, establishment and growth in a
largely unsophisticated society. But most of
our pews would be empty today if these
good people had been inhibited in shouting
"Amen" at the reading and preaching of
God's word.

Hebrews 10:34 says "for you had compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully
accepted the PLUNDERING of your goods,
knowing that you have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven. ' '

We are not the people our ancestors were.
We have been buttoned down by the restraints
of middle-class good taste, and our worship
frequently is a mirror of good taste, noninvolvement, and of sitting on our hands.

It was dangerous to be a Christian in the
Roman Empire. Rome looked with suspicion
on the church and the Jews constantly slandered and made false reports about Christians.
As a result, the government, upon learning
of a Christian family could enter their house
and take possession of their belongings.
Notice Hebrews 10:34 again-the Christians
JOYFULLYaccepted the plundering!
One has to wonder how many today would
deny Christ and association with His church
to avoid such material loss. If someone knocked
on your door today, said it was illegal for you
to be a Christian and that if you professed to
be one, you would lose your most valuable
possessions, what would you do? Confess
Christ or deny Him?

We have not rejected saying "AMEN"
because it is scripturally unsound, but because
it might commit us. Our ancestors could say
"Amen" during a sermon but we do not want
to get that involved-especially not in public;
it demands too great a risk of commitment.
When Nehemiah stood before Israel calling
for commitment, all the congregation said,
"Amen"-Neh.
5:13. Ezra read the book of
the law to Israel and all the people answered,
"Amen, Amen "-Neh. 8:6. David instructed
Israel when they worshipped to let all the
people say, "Amen "-Ps.
106:48. Paul insisted that the congregation say ·'Amen''
at the giving of thanks-I Cor. 14:16.

The Hebrew Christians confessed Him because they knew there was a better and enduring possession for them in heaven. They
were rich poor people! If called on, would
we be like them?

"Amen," meaning "so be it," is used 13
times in the Old Testament and 48 times in
the New Testament in praise or worship to
God.
SAY "AMEN" BRETHREN!

Greely Kirkpatrick
Harrison, AR

John Simpson
via York, NE

