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Do You Love God?
Don Goodwin
Longview, TX
One of the cutest little cartoons was a little
boy and girl about five years old holding
hands walking among some beautiful flowers
on a hillside. The romantic setting was the
perfect stage for the little boy to ask in poem
form, "Do you love me or do you not? You told
me once, but I forgot! ''
Children are prone to forget words but rarely
will they ever forget the warm, meaningful
affection that they receive from a loving
person. Adults are not quite like children
because they often times forget both words
and actions of love.
Peter wrote about the possibility of some
having forgotten that they were purged from
their old sins. (II Pet. 1:9). Now, I do not know
about you, but my sins were grievous and I
was very excited to have them removed when
I was baptized. (Acts 22:16) My faith and belief
in God and Christ motivated me to take action
toward the saving of my life and soul, there-

fore, I repented (Acts 2:38; 3:19) of my old life
of sin and was baptized. I cannot possibly
conceive the fact that I could ever forget this
masterful redemption that I received from a
tender,
loving, compassionate,
merciful
father in heaven.
Peter's message was that God has given ALL
things that pertain unto life and godliness
through the knowledge of Christ. He has given
us ''exceeding great and precious promises,
that by these we might be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust'' (II Peter
1:3,4).
I ask not if God loves me for I am constantly
aware of His love. My only thought is: does he
know how much I love him?
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From
The
Editor • • •
In the March '83 issue we ran an
article telling of a 73 year old man
pinned beneath his tractor for four days.
He was found when some concerned
friends went to check on him. One
friend gave as the reason for the visit
"he missed prayer meeting Wednesday
night.'' He missed one service and his
friends went to check on him.
Apparently, this article had much
appeal. We've seen it reproduced in a
number of bulletins. However, the
reason I mention it here is because
of a letter we received ... a very touching
letter. Here it is:
''I like the article about the fellow
who missed Bible study and was
found under the tractor. It is sure
a God's blessing that he lived there
and not at---~
If he had lived
at ____
he wouldn't have been
missed or asked about and for
sure no one would have gone to
see about him. So he can thank
God that he was where he was
when it happened. ''
We omitted the name of the town
from which this letter came for obvious
reasons. It might be the town you live
in for all you know. Could anyone in
your congregation write this about you
and your fellow Christians?
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Jesus said, "By this (by our love
one for another-jms) shall all men know
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love
one to another. ·' (John 13:34). The one
writing the letter doesn't feel loved.
"Be kindly affectioned one to another
with brotherly love; in honor preferring
one another" (Rom. 12:10). This
Christian doesn't feel "preferred."
Again we ask, could this letter have
been written by someone in your congregation? Closer home, could this
letter have been written about you?

•••••
Thank you for continuing to renew in
such a fine way. We thank so many of
you for being prompt in your renewal.
This saves us both time and money.
We are running the announcement
again concerning the availability of
binders and cases for preserving your
copies of Bulletin Digest. We urge you
to order yours now so you will have all
copies together when you need to refer
to them. We get letters from subscribers saying they have misplaced
an issue or two and want those particular issues to make their volumes
complete. By keeping them in a binder
or case you'll be sure of not losing any
issues. Remember, send your order
directly to Jesse Jones Industries
and not to us.
"Mercy unto you, and peace, and
love be multiplied" (Jude 2).
JMS
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bulletin to be sure and put Bulletin
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''I would like to subscribe to the
BULLETIN DIGEST for one year. I
understand that the cost is $7. 00 in
advance. Included is my check for the
said amount. I appreciate your efforts
to provide a meaningful tool for those of
us in the church who are seeking to
communicate Biblical truths in a practical and effective manner. I encourage
you to include in your BULLETIN
DIGEST all worthy articles no matter
who writes them so that we all can
benefit from the insights and abilities
of ':'e~. dedicated _to the cause of
Chnst. , B.O.H., Wmston-Salem, NC.
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''I've enjoyed your magazine (which
was a gift from my grandfather) very
much. Quite often I find articles that
help me to be a better Christian. There
are also times when I just can't wait
to share some of the articles with my
friends. I have read ''Today Is The
Day" (Vol. 2, No. I, p. 7) over and over,
yet still delight in reading it. It serves
as a wonderful "lifter upper" and
''recharger. '' Thanks for thinking up
"Bulletin Digest.", A.T., Coupland,
TX.
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STAND UP FOR JESUS

✓

The municipal auditorium was full. The
speech by the noted atheist was powerful.
After his bombardment on the Christian faith,
there came the moment of choice that if you
still believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God,
stand up and be counted. The silence was overwhelming. Surely someone would stand. And
then toward the back of the room, two young
girls stood and with tears in their eyes and a
quiver in their voices, they began to sing,
"Stand up, stand up for Jesus." Within a few
moments the entire auditorium was resounding
and re-echoing the name of Christ because
there were two who dared to stand up and be
counted.
I am sure that most of us have heard or read
that story before, but every time I read it or

think of it, emotions mix within me. First, I
feel the pangs of fright in thinking that so few
wiJI stand for their convictions. Second, I
feel relief in the fact that some are still willing
in this age of anxiety and doubt to stand, whatever the circumstances. Third, I feel joy in
the knowledge that the courage of the young
can win victories in the name of Jesus. Fourth,
I feel comfort and solace in the knowledge
that with Jesus by my side I can not only
stand but also live day by day, hour by hour,
moment by moment in such a way that people
know who I am and know that I am not ashamed ofmy Lord!
Friends, the world will not have to be told
when we are following Jesus, it will be obvious.
Don't be ashamed of God!
Don Mathis
Druid Hills Bulletin
Montgomery, AL
BULLETINDIGEST
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The Bible teaches us never to give up and
quit as a Christian in the Christian life. If a
thing is worth fighting for, then let's fight.
If it is not, then let's forget about it. Is Christianity worth fighting for? Is the church? Is the
Bible? Is Christ? Is doctrinal truth? If so,
then let's fight if necessary! Paul said: "/ can
do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me." (Phil. 4:13).

JUST LET ME
TO BAT

I am a great admirer of Richard M. "Pek"
Gunn's work. He is the Poet Laureate of
Tennessee. He has written many poems that
have thrilled my heart and have given me encouragement as a Christian even though his
poems are not necessarily all religious. In
fact, most of them are not.
He wrote the following poem, which I dearly
love, and to me is the spirit of a real Christian.
The title of the poem is: "THE OPTIMIST."

"I passed a sand lot yesterday,
Some kids were playing ball,
I strolled along the third base line
Within the fielder's call.

/

"Say, what's the score?" I asked the chap,
He yelled to beat the stuffin'
There's no one out, the bases full
And they're forty-two to nuthin'!"
"You're gettin' beat, aren't you my lad?"
And then in no time fiat,
He answered: "No sir, not as yet!
Our side ain't been to bat!"
The following statement was made about
this poem by Mr. Gunn, "We smile at these
lines, but this is the spirit that caused John
Paul Jones to say: 'I've just begun to fight.'
It sustained Washington at Valley Forge;
it built all our schools and churches, and it's
this never-give-up Spirit of the American
people that says: I don't care how much is
against me, I can still win! Just let me at
bat.''
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Malcom Hill
via Danville, AL

A PREACHER'S STORY
Let me share a "preacher's story" with
you. Several years ago a reader of the British
Weekly wrote a letter to the editor as follows:
"Dear Sir! I noticed that ministers seem to set
a great deal of importance on their sermons
and spend a great deal of time in preparing
them. I have been attending services quite
regularly for the past 30 years and during that
time, if I estimate correctly, I have listened to
no less than 3,000 sermons. But, to my consternation, I discover I cannot remember a
single one of them. I wonder if a minister's
time might be more profitably spent on something else? Sincerely ... "
The letter kicked up quite an editorial storm
of angry responses for weeks. The pros and
cons of sermons were tossed back and forth
until, finally, one letter ended the debate.
This letter said: "My Dear Sir: I have been
married for 30 years. During that time I have
eaten 32,850 meals-mostly my wife's cooking.
Suddenly I have discovered that I cannot re·member the menu of a single meal. And yet,
I received nourishment from every one of
them. I have the distinct impression without
them, I would have starved to death long ago.
Sincerely ... ''
Author Unknown
via Chandler St. Bulletin
Kilgore, TX

V
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CUT IT DOWN AND FORGET IT
The Civil War left a tragic aftermath of bitterness, hatred, and resentment in America. The
wounds inflicted by the war were deep and painful. Though the guns fell silent, the angry
recriminations went on. Many could not forget or forgive what had been done. Exchanges
between former enemies rarely rose above the level of angry accusations and scornful denunciations.
One man who refused to participate in or condone this terrible harvest of bitterness was
General Robert E. Lee. In word and deed, Lee urged reconciliation between North and
South. He knew that the war was over and that the future of the nation demanded a new attitude for a new day. To the day of his death, the "Gray Knight" was never heard to speak an
unkind word about those who had formerly been his enemies. Lee even opposed the erection
of Confederate monuments because he thought they would only serve to keep wartime
P3ssions alive. On one occasion a lady in Lexington, Virginia, where Lee lived after the war,
showed him the scarred remains of a tree in her yard. All the limbs had been shot off by
Federal artillery during a raid. Thinking the General would share her sense of outrage she
waited expectantly for him to comment. Finally, Lee spoke: "Cut it down, my dear Madam,
and forget it."
"Cut it down and forget it!" In many ways that is good advice for us as well! It could be
applied to all the following:
I. Paet Slight•, Hurt• and Wrong•. Brooding over injuries and injustices received
at the hands of others will poison life. It is much better to forget them. Jesus taught that
the forgiveness of God is conditioned upon our willingness to forgive others. (Matthew
18:35; 6:12)
2. Paet Loeeee, Defeat• and Failures. Regrets can chain us to the past. "If only
things had been different," we complain. But no defeat needs to be final! No failure has
to be permanent! Dwelling on past defeats can blind us to the opportunities for present
....
victories.
3. Paet Sorrows, Griefs and Heartaches. David prayed that the bones that had
been broken might rejoice again. (Psalms 51 :8) It is true that there is a time to weep and
a time to mourn. (Ecclesiastes 3:4) But we must not remain forever obsessed with our
grief. The time comes when we must turn again to life ... when we must see the hope
and promise which the future days hold.
4. Past Mistakes, Transgressions,
and Sins. There isa power greater than that of
sin. No one needs stumble under the weight of shame and guilt. "Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinner." (I Timothy 1:15) God is willing to wash us thoroughly from
iniquity and cleanse us from sin. (Psalm 51 :2) We can start all over! We can begin again!
By obeying from the heart that form of doctrine delivered to us we can be made free
from sin! (Romans 6: 17-18) Remorse over sin can be turned to rejoicing over salvation!
The apostle Paul knew the importance of cutting down some things in the past and forgetting them. He wrote: "I count not myself to have apprehended but this one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth to those things which are
before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."
(Philippians 3: 13-14)
Whatever stands between us and a greater service to God needs to be rooted out of our
live·s. There is no more appropriate time than now 1
Bobby Dockery
"Cut it down and forget it1"
lf:"LLETIN
~
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via Southside Bulletin
Fort Worth, TX
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MAKING LIFE BEAUTIFUL!
Old age is dreaded by many. Why? Probably
it is because of the weakening of our powers.
Our physical bodies_don't function as well.
Eyesight is not so keen. Ears no longer hear
everything. Mental capacities do not think and
remember as they once did. All these things,
as well as others, often cause us to abhor old
age. Yet, the twilight years of life can truly be
beautiful. There is a unique dignity and beauty
in godly old age. So, those who are wise,
will try to "grow richer with God in age I "
Why not grow old, gracefully, instead of just
growing old?
Let me grow gracefully, growing old,
For you, God, so many things to do.
Silks, satins, ivory and gold,
To be lovely, need not be new
I know there is value in old trees,
And old houses, still a beauty hold.
So, why not I, Dear God, as well as they,
Grow gracefully, beautiful, growing old?
Those who grow gracefully, beautiful,
growing old will give God the gratitude for
every day of their life! The daily attitude of
an aging Christian ought to be as Colossians
3:17 suggests. "And whatsoever ye do in word
or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God by him. '' As the years
press upon us, as we know they will, imbibe
the following attitudes daily, and life will be
beautiful in the golden age of life. (1) Recognize old age as an order of nature by a good,
beneficient, Wise Holy Creator and Loving
Heavenly Father. (2) Be thankful for what
remains, and the help, care and unchanging
love of God. (3) Be watchful against temptations that come in the declining years: irritability, impatience and envy of the young.
(4) Look in hopeful anticipation with the inspired Paul who penned these words in old
age. "/ have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have lcept the faith:
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, shall give to me in that day: and not to
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me only, but unto all them also that love his
appearing·· (II Timothy 4:7,8).

Yes, dear heart, life can be beautiful at
any age. It largely depends on us. Life is what
we make it. If we are careful to follow God's
instructions, then life truly can be beautifull
Bert Watkins
via East Hill Bulletin
Pulaski, TN
OUR
1982

CLIP-ART

AVAIL:~~

To order your packet of fresh, top quality
art work - 18 8 ½ x 11 sheets of Cllp Art
in three popular sizes, Send $7 .50 to:
BULLETIN DIGEST BOOKSHELF
N.E. Star Route, Box 29A
Anselmo, Nebraska, 68813
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Steve Castro of Othello, Washington writes:
"Thia la an Incident that happened at Orland,
Callfornla that we thought you would find
amusing as we did." We do, Steve, and we
believe our readers wlll too.

I

~

I

''One Sunday morning __
_ __
,
a young Christian, made this embarrassing
error while reading announcements.
In telling of coming events he read: "Come ~
and ring In the New Year with plenty of fun,
food, fellowship and women."
It should have read: "Come and ring In the
New Year with plenty of fun, food, fellowship. ~
And women, please don't forget to bring your
favorite dessert.''

n
Share with us some amusing or emba"as- n
Using incident of a religious nature and if we U

~

print it we'll give you a six-month's sub- ~
scription or extension to Bulletin Digest.
Send all items to: Bulletin Digest, N.E.
Star Rt., Box 29A, Anselmo, Ne. 68813.
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GOD MOVING

No matter where we move, God is already
there before us.
Dan Anders
Houston, TX

·•... the immeasureable greatness of
his power in us who believe ... "
Ephesians 1:19

DOESYOURFAMILY
FEEL
Years ago J.B. Phillips of Bible translation
fame wrote a helpful small book. Your God Is
Too Small examined our limited views of deity.
One of the theologies which Phillips deplored
was a localized God.
That understanding of God was fairly
common in primitive times. It is even reflected
in the Bible. David, with all his high spiritual
insights, held such a parochial theology.
When King Saul was about to drive him out
of the promised land, David lamented that that
was tantamount to saying •'Go serve other
gods" (I Sam. 26: 19). Leaving his homeland
was leaving his God, David thought.
Probably there are still primitive peoples
who think their god is confined to a geographical territory. One can imagine a backward
tribe in some uncivilized land believing that
their god could not follow them to a new home.
We rightly spurn such a boxed-in god as too
small for human needs.
We know better than that because we have
drunk deeply from the larger concepts of biblical theology. We have sung with the psalmist
'· Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? Or whither
shall I flee from thy presence?'· (Ps. 139:7).
We have confessed with Isaiah "ft is he who
sits above the circle of the earth. Why do you
say, 0 Jacob ... 'My way is hid from the
Lord ... • "(Isaiah. 40:22,27). We have learned
from Jonah that God cannot be escaped in
Tarshish, and that his will can be done in
pagan Nineveh.
And we have accepted the view of Jesus that
''neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem''
is God's shrine, but that true worship is offered
to God spiritually and sincerely (Jno. 4:21,24).

IMPORTANT?
"Do the people around you feel important?"
I fear that one of the reasons families do not
last is "a lack of feeling important."
So we ask, "does your mate know they are
important to you?" How have you communicated it to them? Does your wife feel that she
is just a "cleaning woman"; or a "bed partner" whenever you might feel the need?
Does your husband feel that you have no real
interest in his work and struggles? That you
would rather knock the wind out of his sails,
than to boost him?
And how do your kids feel? Are they treated
with dignity? Do you really listen to them?
Have you hugged your child lately? (even
the ones who are teenagers or beyond?)
Have you uttered words of praise and appreciation? And kids, have you made your parents
feel important? Do you really appreciate their
sacrifice, service and provision? Have you
worked at letting each other know just how important you are to each other?
I doubt there would be depression, low selfimage, delinquency and many other problems
if all were made to feel important! It is just
possible that divorce would be non-existent
if mates were made to feel important to one
another, and that importance reinforced day
by day.
You know, we really are important! God
thinks we are! He made us in His image. The
universe was created to revolve around our
importance and needs. Jesus came to earth
because of the love He had for us, and the
worth He saw in us. The gospel and the church
speak of the importance of man, and saving
him from his sins. Without a doubt, human
beings are the only really important things in
the world! LET'S TREAT EACH OTHER
THAT WAY! BULLETIN
Marvin Phillips
DIGEST

-

via Urbana, IL
BULLETINDIGEST
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NEARERHOME
Today will never come again. It will be
another layer on history's ocean floor. It will be
another page in our life-record. It will subtract
from our future on earth, as it will add to our
past. It's unerring mechanism will impartially
sift its contents, and by a slow, but inevitable
process catalog it with that host of yesteryears.
As days go, we cannot be sure of what is
ahead, and it is far better that it be mercifully
concealed from our eyes. It is enough to know
that if we follow the finger of God pointing
with instruction, correction along the pathway
of our pilgrimage, we shall eventually find
ourselves safely home.
To be faithful under trying circumstances,
to smile and give words of cheer from a broken
heart, to lift the burden of others while carrying one, our own, is to be like Him who forgot
His own suffering in a compassionate unselfishness for needy souls of needy men.
A great entertainer spent his time filling
sad and wounded hearts with sunshine, even
after his only son had been killed in the World
War. And even after his wife had also been
taken in death. His song, "At The End Of The
Road" inspired multiplied thousands to keep
on keeping on.
It is hard to realize what power you have or
lack, till you climb the steeps and suffer
cutting stones, and bear burdens that are
heavy and hard. Any worthless vehicle can
coast or be pushed along, and can even get in
the way of others who need help instead of
hindrance. Let us contribute something fine
to every day we live so angels will be glad to
record with rejoicing something that may well
be welcomed into the treasure-house of
eternity.
Hope is the anchor of the soul, and is both
sure and steadfast, and reaches into that which
MAY 1983

is within the veil. Hebrews 6:19. And when the
last battle with the wind and wave has been
won, and the great calm of rest and reward
are beckoning to the weary pilgrim, "The toils
of the way will seem nothing, when we get to
the end of the way."
Paul the apostle reckoned, that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. Romans 8:18.
Intermittent sunshine and shadow-flecked
experiences will give way to an even and
eternal glow when the changeless and endless
beauties of the eternal city shall smile forever
on the victory and accomplishment of the
faithful.
Let us use the sunbeams of time, to make
eternity beautiful.
Let us make footprints, not heel-marks on
the sands of time, in preparation to walk
the golden street of glory when time shall be
no more-and the "called and chosen and
faithful" "enter in by the gates into the city."
Revelation 17:14; 22:14
A.C. Williams
via Corsicana, TX

HOW
TO TELL
WHEN YOU'RE ...

OVER THE HILL
Everything hurts, and what doesn't hurt
doesn't work.
You need your gla11es to find your gla11n.
Your back goes out more than you do.
You have too much room In the houH and not
enough In the medicine cabinet.
Your children begin to look middle-aged.
The llttle gray-haired woman you help ac:ro11
11,estreet Is your wife.
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complain about minor things. Those of you who
continue under adverse circumstances, never
quitting, are an inspiration to the rest of us.
You may do more good through your influence than you could have ever done without
your problems.
Don't ever give in to your troubles. God will
help you bear your burdens and you will
shame the rest of us when we complain about
trivial matters.

Most of us are so spoiled that we complain
at the least inconvenience. If the traffic light
catches us we complain. If the waiter takes too
long to serve us we complain. If it rains we
complain. If it doesn't rain we complain, etc,
etc. I am reminded of the man who always
complained about the way his wife prepared
the eggs, if they were fried, he wanted them
scrambled, if they were scrambled, he wanted
them fried. One day his wife decided she
would out smart him and fried an, egg and
scrambled an egg. He began complaining
about his egg, and his wife asked what was
wrong.:...He replied "You scrambled the wrong
one.''
There is little of a positive nature that can
be said about complaining. Usually our complaining does no good whatsoever because it
does nothing to change the situation. On the
other hand it causes us to place more importance on the situation than it deserves, thus
making us even more unhappy. Our complaining will often make others unhappy because
they get tired of listening to us or they begin
to complain with us.
Complaining often signifys a lack of gratitude for the complainer often sees only what he
is complaining about and forgets all of his
blessings. Instead of complaining we ought to
be counting our blessings. Fully 75% of the
people in the world would gladly change
places with 99% of us. God has blessed us
immensely! Let's never forget that.
When I see those around me who have problems much greater than mine, but who never
give up, I am made ashamed of the way I

Don Brannan
via Auburn, AL

REALGLORY
He stood on the dais to receive his gold
medal for the Olympic triumph. It was the
culmination of years of planning. Untold hours
have been spent in training for this moment.
No one but a runner could ever know the pain
he had endured and the great price he had
paid to arrive at this hour.
And then it was over. There was a great
feeling of satisfaction, but there was also a
great emptiness. He had reached his zenith
and now there was nothing left for him to do.
Time would erode the memory of him and this
victory.
Another man had finished a different race.
He was a Christian, and the race was the life
he had lived. It had been a hard race. There
had been untold hours spent in preparing for
it. Now it was over and the "gold medal"
would soon be his. There was no way to
express how satisfying this reward was.
How different is the glory of the second
compared to the former. Paul says, " ... they
do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an
incorruptible" (I Cor. 9:25). Their glory is
fleeting; ours is eternal. Their names are forgotten; ours are eternally entered in the book
of life. Their victory is the end; ours is the
beginning.
' 'Let us run with patience the race that is set
before us ... "
Dan Jenkins
Palm Beach Lakes
West Palm Beach, FL
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alright. Just don't lose sight of your task over
there worrying about me."

G'BYE,MOM!

How does a returning missionary tell his
74-year-old mother goodbye? Is it easier
simply because he has done this already many
times before? Is his sadness mitigated by the
fact that he has already spent one-fifth of his
life in the mission field abroad? Is her sorrow
lessened by the fact that she has said goodbye
dozens of times to other members of her
family who have spent a combined total of
over a half-century of time on foreign soil?
Leaving your one remaining parent is the
hardest part of leaving. You spend a lot of
time in preparation for more years of work in
Italy. You travel thousands of miles and speak
scores of times to reluctant audiences for
necessary funds. You involve her in the details
of the departure, she is there to assist in
packing, she has sat in your audiences many
times as you've named the sailing date, and
yet in all your much preparation you have
carried with you the constant dread of this last
moment together.
Time in his relentless march brings you at
last to the week, then the day, the hour, and
now the moment. The car is packed. The group
stands around in chatty small talk. A child
breaks the awkwardness of the situation with
the question: "Well, are we going?"
You begin your farewells with nephews and
nieces, brothers and sisters, reserving the
deepest agony until the last. She has gradually
made her way up through grandchildren,
and daughter-in-law-equally
precious-and
now looks on you through eyes swimming in
tears. With an unsteady smile, but with strong
unquivering voice she declares what she has
been rehearsing for months now: "Don't
you think anything about leaving me. I'll be
MAY 1983

"I'll be doing a lot of praying, Mom, that
you'll be alright." That's all you can say for
the moment.
''Of course, I hate to see you all go, but they
need you over there more than I do now,'' she
says. And you think how many times and for
how long that same Great Commission which
she is now paraphrasing has sounded in your
ears. You know that some of those tears are
for those lost ones to whom no one has gone.
You take her face in your hands now, and
through your tears the wrinkles on her face
seem to vanish for an instant and you see the
beauty your father must have seen fifty years
ago, and you manage to say, "We'll have a
long time to be together when this life is over.''
"That's

all I'm waiting for,"

she says.

You take one long last embrace, and tum
quickly to join the others in the waiting automobile. The smile that wreaths your face belies
an aching heart. You turn and wave and catch
a last glimpse of the little old lady standing
alone in the doorway of the old homeplace.
Cline R. Paden
via Corsicana, TX

PULL THE PLUG
On one occasion, the water supply In a great
city failed. Later a letter was received from
a fired employee, telling where In his anger
he had put a plug, and It was soon removed.
There are those who need to take out that old
plug of an ugly unchristian spirit. Find the
thing that stands between you and God, and
tear it out by the roots, cast It aside, and enjoy
the rich flowing blessing of God.
Dabney Phillips
Gadsden, AL
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BAPTISTRIES

HEAVEN-A REWARD
MOTIVATION
If a person was to pin point the single
most important reason for all that God
does for us both physically and spiritually,
my conclusion would be: Because He
wants us ALL to go to Heaven. In the
words of the apostle Peter in II Peter 3:9,
"He does not want any to perish but everone to come to repentance." Now, in order
for us to qualify for that trip to the celestial
city, first we must be redeemed (bought
back) from the bondage of sin. God has
provided a way of us to be redeemed by
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and so He
adds incentives in the Bible to motivate us
in that direction.
If all men and women
thought alike, then God would only have
to use one incentive to try and spark our
spiritual interest, however, we are ALL
different, and because of our differing personalities, God uses various motives to
help us see reality.
Some people can only be encouraged
from the negative standpoint, therefore
our Lord warns us of Hell and its impending doom for the disobedient.
Others can be reached by compassion,
so God tells us of His great demonstration
of Love, in John 3:15 "God so loved that
He gave His only begotten Son - --". In
light of that, He urges us to serve Him
faithfully until death.
Still others are stimulated by reward
motivation.
The incentive to live righteously, is to live eternally with the Lord.
The proper incentive should cause one to
take stock of himself and look interspectively into his own life.
God wants us ALL to go to Heaven
thus, through His word, He tries to stimulate that desire, through different avenues.
My hope and desire is, that He reaches all
that would be receptive to His word.
BULLETIN
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Edward W. Loyd II
via Walnut Ridge, AR
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LOSING SELF
Jesus once said, "He that findeth his life
shall lose it: he that loseth his life for my sake
shall find it'' (Matthew 10:39). In modem
jargon Jesus says, "Get Lost!" "Lose yourself
in me" says the Master. Get your mind off
yourself and yourself off your mind. Most of
the time, the problem with you is YOU!
And the problem with me is ME! The "I"
must die. ''/ have been crucified with Christ
and it is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth
in me ... " (Galatians 2:20). There is very little
room for Jesus in the heart of a self-centered
person. The presence of all that "self" crowds
Jesus out.
Man wrapped up in himself has always made
a small package. Selfishness is a killer. It
kills warm affection and active concern. One
neighbor prayed: Bless me and my wife, my
son and his wife, Us four and no more."
Down the street a young couple prayed: "Bless
us two-and that will do.'' While up the street
a bachelor prayed, "Bless just me-this is as
far as I can see.''
Jesus teaches us that true fulfillment comes
through the giving of self. Jesus gave himself.
There was no room for selfishness in the life of
Jesus. He had a work to do and so do we. Why
is it that we don't give, share, and love others
as we ought to? It is because we are selfcentered. Remember the ''I'' must die if Christ
is to live in you. Jesus promises you an abundant life. Selfishness promises you misery.
Don't be preoccupied with self. Give of yourself and experience the blessed truth-' 'it is
more blessed to give than to receive. ''
BULLETIN
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Spectacle-Less
My face In the mirror 11 not wrlnkled or drawn
My furniture 11 dusted the cob webs are gone
My garden 11lovely and 10 11the lawn
I don't think I'll ever put my gla11e1 back onl

I

Little Story

The Wrong Question
A preacher was also a scoutmaster. A lady
came forward on Sunday requesting baptism.
He reached in his pocket for a card for her to
fill out and mistakenly took out a card for
scouts. He asked her to fill It out.
The first question puzzled the lady. It asked,
"How old are you?" The last one however was
too much. It asked, "Can you swim?"

PAST FEELING
Several years ago, while living in New
Orleans, I read about a small and very unique
plant commonly known as a "sensitive plant."
The plant derived its name from its unusual
ability to react visibly when touched. When
you reached out and touched the plant it would
actually quiver and close its leaves in response.
Each time you touched it, however it would
react less until finally it could no longer be
moved to respond. Continual touching brought
about a slow but steady "desensitizing" of
the plant.
What a vivid lesson should be easily seen
here! People are much like that little plant!
We can have our consciousness of sin so often
assaulted that it takes an ever-increasing
dosage of sin to cause us to even raise an eyebrow. We have been fed a constant diet of
course language, nudity, sex and anemic
ethics through the "entertainment"
media
MAY 1983

A little boy had just polished off all the
cookies in the kitchen. His mother came In,
and seeing the empty jar and the crumbs,
said to the wee lad, "Son, who ate the cookies?" The little fellow replied, "An animal
did." "What kind of animal?" his mother
asked. The young lad was thoughtful for a
moment, then he smiled, "One of Jesus'
little lambs."

Not Quite
Sunday School teacher: "What
Phoenicians famous for?"
Student: "Bllnda."

were

the

that we just simply accept it and go on. We are
quickly approaching the point where like Israel
of old, we ''do not know how to blush, ''
Jeremiah 6:15.
This malaise is described by Paul as that
which afflicted the Gentiles in Ephesians
4:19, when he speaks of them as "being past
feeling. '' They had lived with sin so long they
had become hardened and no longer could be
made to feel the emotions of guilt, sorrow and
shame. They have withered as a result of their
sins!
As we seek to spread the life saving message
of Jesus, we must be ever mindful of those who
are thus paralyzed by sin. It is this nature,
this old, decayed man we seek to help them put
away while creating a new man in its place,
Eph. 4:22-24. And we must remain alert lest
we also become too cozy with the world and its
ways and find ourselves, like the sensitive
plant, and the Gentiles, past feeling.
J.L. Johnson
Eastside Bulletin
Duncan, OK
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HUMBLE BEGINNINGS OF
GREAT SINS
One child's game is to ask each other,
"Which weighs more, a ton of bricks or a ton
of feathers?" Invariably, the child answers,
'' A ton of bricks,'' The impression is that a
feather is lighter than a brick. Therefore, a
great number of feathers has to weigh less than
a great number of bricks. Such misconceptions
can carry over into our adult thinking.
Which will condemn a person more quickly,
the sin of murder or the sin of gossip? The
answer is-BOTH! The issue is sin and condemnation; not which sin is worse than the
other. They are of equal weight. Both are
equally wrong.
It is the sins which we deem "little" or
"insignificant" that we must constantly guard
ourselves against and keep ourselves free
from. The occasional lie, deception, or hypocrisy; the not-so-innocent piece of gossip;
the times of down-right greed and coveting
of what belongs to another person; the occasions of anger when we literally hate another
person; the rebellious attitude that leads to
disobeying of parents. We must constantly
fight-to free ourselves from these and other
''little'' (?) sins.
Psalm 119:9 sums it up very well, "How can
a young man keep his way pure? By keeping it
according to Thy Word."
W.K. Boyce
via Central Bulletin
Cocoa.FL

WHEN BEING "TOO BUSY"
IS A SIN!
"You are worried and upset about many
things, but only one thing is needed'' (Luke
10:41,42)
A common complaint of many of us today is
that we are "too busy" as concerns matters of
this life to be actively involved in matters of
eternal life. The urgency of the many things

about which we are ''worried and upset''
rivets our minds to that moment causing everything else to wait "until we have time"!
Martha was likely a good cook and excellent
housekeeper ... and we should never put down
those things. She desired her sister to get
involved in the lesser important ... and Jesus
would have none of that. He said "Martha ...
only one thing is needed". It isn't wrong to be
"busy", what makes one's "busy-ness"
wrong is when the area of such activity deprives one of giving due attention to THE ONE
NEEDFUL THING.
Paul gave attention to the needful. .. ''this
one thing I do" he said (Phil. 3:13). Martha
was frustrated because ''many things'' crowded her mind and time, but not the one needed
thing. Jesus did not rebuke her for laziness,
but for pre-occupation with things of no great
eternal consequence.
I would not suggest that any of us is engaged
in unimportant matters. Earning a living is
essential and caring for one's family is a Godgiven responsibility. What needs more attention is this spiritually ''needed thing. '' Let us
not do the one to the exclusion of the other.
Let us not consider making a living and teaching our children how to "get ahead" in this
world as more important than making a life
and getting ahead with God. Going to college
isn't the needed thing ... going to heaven isl
These things are written only to remind us
to ''seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness'' ... that house and family, job
and things are not to rate higher than following
Jesus. We have gotten so busy, some of us,
that we are "too busy" for God and His
mission ... and when we are that busy, being
busy is a sin!
Wyatt L. Kirk
BULLETIN 0
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WEEPING FOR LOST
I'll not mention names, but a certain person
came into my office the other day excited and
enthusiastic because of a home Bible study
with a friend that was to take place that afternoon. The study was to be about Matthew 16:
13-20, where Jesus said, "upon this rock I will
build my church. '' After about thirty minutes
of "refresher" study, that person left, eagerly
anticipating the conversion of the friend. Later
that evening we met again, but now the mood
had changed entirely. Excitement and enthusiasm were now replaced by tears of sorrow.
The friend had called to permanently cancel
the study, saying, "I'm afraid that we will
only argue." It was truly a sorrowful moment,
yet, as I tried to console that person with what
seemed like empty words, it occurred to me
that a great victory had been won. Here was a
MAY 1983

child of God so deeply concerned about the
lost soul of another as to weep tears of sorrow.
I firmly believe that God will bless that person,
or you, or me, or anyone with that much concern for lost souls. He will bless our efforts
with fruit. As the Psalmist said, "He who
goes to and fro weeping, carrying his bag of
seed, Shall indeed come again with a shout of
joy, bringing his sheaves with him. '' (Psalm
126:6)
Rudy Wray
BULLETIN~
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LOVE THEM NOW
Our daughter, our firstborn, left home this
morning. She didn't run away. She left to
attend college in another country. When I
hugged her and kissed her as she left, I felt
tears coming to my eyes. I knew things would
never be exactly the same again. The last
eighteen years had gone by so quickly. Did my
wife and I love her, teach her, inspire her, and
help her on the way in life as we should have?
Only God knows-for the intricate and sensitive balancing of time, emotion and effort is
hard to evaluate precisely. Could we have
done better? Of course we could. But we were
not perfect parents, and we are not perfect
human beings. We tried very hard though.
And at least some fine qualities were built
into a human personality that will last.

Any advice for other parents before their
children leave home? Yes. One phrase that
keeps ringing in my mind is: "DO IT NOW."
Don't put off that family outing or the long talk
you intend to have with your son or daughter.
Do it now. Give them the hugs and kisses, the
love and the necessary correction, and the
detailed counsel and guidance as to how to
orient their lives. Give them your time, yourself, your laughter, and your tears. Share your
life deeply with your children so they will
never forget. Do it now. Don't wait until
tomorrow. Tomorrow may never come, or
tomorrow may suddenly become the day they
wave goodbye, and you fight back the tears as
they leave home and family to begin independent lives of their own.
Author Unknown
via Woodward OK Bulletin
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SO YOU WANT A DIVORCE!

separate maintenance of the split familiy,
more meals outside the home, more car
expense, baby sitters, etc. And ... give away
and throw away ... all those things which use~
to mean so much, now mean nothing. Even if
you get back together, you have wasted the
family fortune (whether big or small) on a frivolous whim. You are broke, kid.

Well, I have a few things to say to you before
you see that lawyer.
1. You're a failure. You failed at the most important test of life.

9. Pretty selfish, too, aren't you? Which
parent are you going to take away from your
kids? You may not be the best daddy or
mommy in the world, but you're their daddy
or mommy!

2. You're a quitter. You couldn't see it
through to the end, could you? Whatever
happened to "Till death do us part"?

10. Are you going to break the bonds of acrimony along with the bonds of matrimony? No,
you're going to be just like everybody elseyou'll fight like cats and dogs and say slurring
things about each other that you will later
know were either lies or at best exaggerations.

(Editor's Note: This is one of the most straightforward articles I've read in a long time. It's
more poignant than we usually run in Bulletin
Digest, but with the divorce problem what it is
perhaps this is what we need to wake us
up. -JMS)

3. Weren't very smart either, were you? You
couldn't approach the most serious relationship of life with enough planning to foresee
what would be needed to make it work.
4. You're irresponsible, too, aren't you.
Don't you know that Jesus said except where
your partner is guilty of fornication you will
cause them to commit adultery (Matt. 5:32)?
Don't you know that Jesus said if you offend
(entice them to sin) another person would be
better off to have a millstone tied about your
neck and be cast into the depth of the sea?
5. Are you going to commit adultery? If you
marry again, you will, according to Jesus
(Matthew 19:9).
6. Are you going to drag a third party into
adultery with you? Jesus said that whoever
you marry will be guilty of adultery also
(Matthew 5:32; 19:19).
7. Do you want your children to be homesplitters and adulterers, too? Don't you know
that the incidence of divorce is much higher
among children who come from broken homes?
8. Want to throw away the family fortune?
How hard you have worked all these years!
And you are just now getting to the point where
you could breathe a little bit easier. Oh, well,
spend it on divorce attorneys, court costs,

11. You like ulcers? That's what you'll have
before you're through worrying over this!
12. Like loneliness and sleepless nights?
Yeah, you'll have some of those, too.
13. Who are you going to tum to when the
kids get sick? You might as well go ahead and
leave 'em with that underpaid babysitter.
You don't seem to care much about your kids
anyway.
14. By the way, did you ask your kids if
they were in favor of the divorce?
15. Did you ask the Lord what He thought
about your divorce? Samuel said, "Speak,
Lord, for thy servant heareth. '' What did you
say?
16. I guess you know that your chances of
being saved are diminished now to almost
zero! But of course you didn't know it. If you
knew anything (or cared anything) about the
Bible you never would have entertained such
a foolhardy idea in the first place! But don't
worry, I'm sure you can find a lying prophet
or preacher somewhere who will tell you
it's OK!
Tom Hickey
via Highland Bulletin
Columbia, TN

MAY 1983

J,

PAGE 18

THE BRIGHT SIDE
Helen Keller never heard a sound in her life
and was blind from early childhood. And yet,
even in her silent world of darkness, she was
able to see the bright side of life. She could
have looked at only the unpleasant things, her
handicaps, and oh how she could have spent
her time complaining!
While Paul was in prison he could have
whined and complained. Could have asked,
"Why did this have to happen to me?" But
instead he chose to rejoice in the fact that his
imprisonment was helping to advance the
cause of Christ which he loved. The soldiers
who guarded him were made acquainted with
the gospel and his fellow preachers were emboldened to preach with power. Paul never
hints of a defeatest attitude. He sees the good
in every situation.
When John was on Patmos, had he been like
many, he could have succumbed to cynicism
and doubt. He had been a loyal Christian.
He had done so much for the Kingdom of God.
Now he is old. Does he not deserve better?
Why does Christ let him remain in exile?
Wh,-. does he not make life better for him?
These questions and many others, could have
easily consumed all of John's thinking. The
situation may have looked wholly unreasonable
from a human viewpoint. But John refused
to be mastered by external circumstances
and therefore had one of the most glorious
experiences of his life-the Revelation.
So it is when we today do not fully understand our circumstances. We must continue to
believe! It is not always immediately_ apparent
just how all things work together for our good.
But.. ... it is true! Even though we cannot see
it at the moment, we must continue to believe
that someday we will. This is God's promise
in Romans 8:28 to those who love him and
answer his call. How can we remember this
and believe this and not see the bright side!
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HEAPINGCOALSOF FIRE
Paul once wrote these very-hard-to-obey
words, "If thine enemy hunger, feed him; ...
for In so doing thou shalt help coals of fire on
his head." (Romans 12:20)
A Christian woman owned two prize chickens
that got out of her yard and busied themselves
In the neighbor's garden. The man, known for
his ill temper, retrieved the two chickens and
proceeded to wring their necks. Having done
so he cast the birds over the fence Into the
Christian's yard. The woman fought off the
temptation to be overcome by her anger, to
give him a piece of her mind. Instead she took
the two chickens home !lnd baked two chicken
pies out of the chickens. Having done so she
visited the neighbor, gave him one of the
chicken pies and apologized for not being more
careful to keep her chickens In her yard. The
man was speechless. The chicken pie and
apology filled him with a burning sense of
shame and his whole life began to experience a
transformation.
In much the same way Christians can change
the lives of those with whom they come In
contact If they will let the "beauty of Jesus"
be seen in them. Peter writes, "Christ suffered
for you, leaving you an example, that you
should follow In his steps. He committed no
sin, and no deceit was found In his mouth.
When they hurled Insults at him, he did not
retaliate; when he suffered, he made no
threats. Instead he entrusted himself to him
who judges justly." (I Peter 2:21-23)
-··
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PARENTSARE STEWARDS
If a child grows up and is indifferent to the
Church, God will demand an explanation from
the parents. Parents are stewards of their
children. This is an incomparable task. The
most fearful thought a Father can have is that
he may fail this task, ''Fathers, do not provoke
your children to anger, but bring them up in
the discipline and instruction of the Lord. ••
(Eph. 6:14)
Abraham was chosen to charge his children
and his household after him to keep the way of
the Lord. (Gen. 18:19) God's people of the Old
Testament were told, ''And these words which
I command you this day shall be upon your
heart; and you shall teach them diligently to
your children. '' (Deut. 6:4-7)
Some of God's best people have failed this
awesome task. Eli was one. The Bible says,
''The sons of Eli were worthless men; they had
no regard for the Lord." (I Sam. 2:12) Not a
few Christian parents have tasted bitter tears
MAY 1983

because their children grew up without regard
for the Lord. The bitterness is enhanced because the parent often knows that he planted
the seeds of disinterest when the child was
young.
Today, parents are too perm1ss1ve. If the
teenager does not want to attend church, the
parent permits him to follow his own inclination. This allows the children to believe that
attendance is optional, which it is not. If the
teenager wants to engage in morally dangerous
activity, the parents accede to his wishes.
This weakness in authority can only issue in
a bitter harvest.
We will inevitably fail our challenging task
as parents if we do not return to a kind but firm
discipline and instruction. God placed parents
over the family for a good reason. If he desired
the children to set family policy, he would have
so ordered it.

au~:::,r~

Allen C. Isbell
via Chattanooga Valley Bulletin
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Flinestone, GA
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in several contests-three-legged
races, sack
races, tug-of-war, ball throws, etc. One such
event was an egg relay race. This was a race
where the participants had to carry a hardboiled egg in a spoon. In the middle of the
race, a little girl fell, dropped the egg, and
needless to say, cost her team and school any
chance of winning that event.

YOU ARE
A CHILD OF
THE KING
The words nobloblige suggest that those of noble
birth have a deep obligation to live a life which reflects
noble principles. Surely every child of God, because he is
a child of the King of Kings, should reflect his noble
ancestry in every aspect of his life.
The story is told of a young lady who was led to the
Master while on vacation one summer. When she returned
to her job, she was eager that her fellow workers share her
new-found joy. As time allowed she went from desk to
desk telling each one about Jesus. One of those whom
she told said, "Yes, we have heard that you are a Christian, and don't think we aren't watching to see what difference it makes.'' The young lady suddenly realized that she
carried the reputation of the cause of Christ upon her
shoulders.
Every Christian is a child of the King and carries the
reputation of the kingdom upon his shoulders. The world
watches to see what difference it makes in his life.
Carl Brecheen
via Sixth & Izard Bulletin
Little Rock, AR

YOU WHO ARE SPIRITUAL
A few years ago I watched a little league
play-off game, where a boy made a gross mistake that cost his team the championship.
His manager rushed into the field immediately,
and in the presence of the boy's family and
some two hundred fans, humiliated him with
blistering scorn and ridicule for his mistake.
The young boy left the field, head down, heart
broken and in tears.
Years earlier I was present at another
athletic contest. This time involving four grade
schools. This was during their annual Spring
Festival. Teams from each school participated

She was on her hands and knees, frightened,
crying and not knowing what to do. A Senior
High School boy ran out, gently picked her up,
reassured her, helped her get the egg back
into the spoon and encouraged her to finish
the race.
The difference between these two events is
apparent. In the first one the game was all
that was important. No compassion, no understanding, no encouragement-only
winning.
In the second event, helping the little girl
regain her composure, confidence, and encourage her to finish the race was the older
boy's concern.
This lesson was easily transferred to Christianity. At times we all have trouble "keeping
our feet" in the Christian race. The important
thing is not if we falter, but do we get on our
feet again and finish the race. Not if to come in
first, but to finish.
The writer of Hebrews said we are to
"exhort one another." To exhort is to entreat,
urge one to pursue, look to the future, encourage one to finish the course.
In pursuit of our heavenly goal, we will
sometimes stumble. When we do, the older,
spiritually stronger, more mature Christians
are to run to our rescue, to reassure, encourage
and exhort us to finish the race. Not to scorn
and ridicule because we have faltered.
Irvin Kirk
Flatwoods, KY
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cometh in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels. '' (Mark 8:38). To the indifferent,
apathetic soldier he rebukes, ''So then because
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot,
I will spue thee out of my mouth." (Rev. 3:16).
The crown of righteousness is reserved only
for those who in this life have fought a good
fight. (II Tim. 4:7,8). Compromise is out of
the question; surrender is unthinkable; defeat
is impossible for those who valiantly ''fight
the good.fight of faith." (I Tim. 6:12).

THE SPIRIT OF COMPROMISE
•'Hold fast the form of sound words, which
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which
is in Christ Jesus. '' (II Tim. 1: 13)

The church of our Lord is not an envoy of
compromising diplomats; she is a mighty
army comprised of battle-ready Christian
soldiers. The spirit of compromise rhay be
integral to the success of a social gospel, but
it has no place masquerading behind the bold
banner of New Testament Christianity.
We have neither reason nor right to compromise the gospel. As it is, the gospel is complete, perfect and powerful. (II Pet. 1:3; James
1:25; Rom. 1:16). To commute or alter the
message in any way would render it incomplete, imperfect, and void of it's inherent
power to save. But even if we should have
reason to compromise God's gospel, we would
not have the right to do so. The Bible is God's
book and is rooted in his authority. No one has
the authority to speak where God has not
spoken, make allowances which he has not
made, or disregard portions of his word in
order to satisfy the fickle whims of a worldly
minded majority. He who musters the audacity
to preach "another gospel" should be, will
be, and is accursed as a result. (Gal. 1:8,9).
The spirit of compromise is the spirit of
cowardice. Many are either afraid or ashamed
to stand squarely upon the foundation of
Jesus Christ and proudly use the "sword of the
spirit·· in the never ending battle against
''spiritual wickedness in high places. '' (Eph.
6:10-17). Instead, they will bow down before
the god of Arbitration and make excuses for
the "hard sayings" of the Savior.
To the timid, fearful soldier the Master
commands, "Be strong ... endure hardness ...
stand fast in the faith, quit you lilce men. ''
(Eph. 6:10; II Tim. 2:3; I Cor. 16:13). To the
embarrassed soldier he warns, "Whosoever
shall be ashamed of me and of my words in
this adulterous and sinful generation; of him
also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he
MAY 1983

We must not allow ourselves to be tossed
to and fro by every wind of doctrine. (Eph.
4:14). We must not compromise the message
of Christ, and thus become guilty of preaching
another gospel. (Gal. 1:8,9). We must "continue steadfastly in the apostle's doctrine. ''
(Acts 2:42). Let us not sign treaties of peace
with the devil.
Dalton Key
Liberal, KS
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NEVER MARRY A PERSON WHO IS NOT A

FRIEND OF YOUR EXCITEMENT

i
I
it

I like this. A wise man said It. When I see
young couples, one of whom Is bored by some- I:
thing that thrills the other, I think, "Something
I:
I is wrong with their relationship.''
=
If you truly love another person you will I:
want to be interested in what interests them. =
Opposites may attract, but it is often because
one is trying to find In the other what Is missing
in oneself. If we know there are close friends of
our beloved whom we despise, we had better
take another look at the one we think we love.
If there Is something in him or her that is drawn
to another person we cannot tolerate then there
may well be someting In the person of our
affection that we don't really llke!
Can we really get excited about what another
person likes just because they like It? If not,
then the roots of our love may not go very deep.
We may be too immaturely tied to our own
interests to be prepared for marriage. Think
about it.
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Martel Pace
Lakewood Bulletin
.
Montgomery, AL
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BE FAITHFUL
An old Chinese proverb says, '' A journey of
a thousand miles begins with one step.'' Every
man was once a baby. Rivers are made up of
drops of water. The shore of the sea which
we call the beach is made up of grains of sand,
and a nobleman once said to a servant, ''Because you have been faithful in a very little
thing, be in authority over ten cities. '' Luke
19:11-17.
In the church it is impossible to know how
many small matters are looked after by those
who are never really recognized as workers,
and yet the church depends upon the doers
of such little things very much. How well would
the church function without some to look after
details? The answer is on the surface. There is
a great host of people who are constantly
looking after what we call little things who may
actually be contributing the difference between
success and failure.
You see how that faithfulness in little things
is, therefore important! The temperature
and public address system must be regulated.
The contribution must be counted, recorded
and deposited. Records of attendance must
be kept.
Someone is ill and needs care. A member
silently fits into the picture and does a bit of
modest service.
Someone has grown weak and is near falling
away. A devout Christian does a little exhorting. No announcement was made. In fact none
knew of it but these two, but soon the fault is
removed and a soul is restored.
A neighbor needs to hear the gospel. One
who loves souls of men invites him to attend
services with him. He attends again and
again. Soon he obeys the gospel and a new
child is born into the kingdom of God. Someone
gives the preacher credit for converting
another soul, but God knows what happened.
He saw the humble child as he approached the
stranger with the invitation. God will not forget. Should we?

We depend so much on little things. The
little things that you may be able to do. Remember their importance and don't be unfaithful in the "very little things."
BULLJ:TIN
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Frank Morgan
via Balch Springs, TX
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A LESSONFROM LINCOLN
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Abraham Lincoln was walking one day with
a friend along a path so narrow that they had
to walk single file. They met another man
walking toward them. When the man would not
give way, Lincoln stepped aside to let the
man pass. The friend was indignant. "Mr.
President," he said, "you should not have
done that. You should have made him stand
aside."
With the simple wisdom that has made generations of Americans love him, Lincoln said,
"But had I not stood aside, there would have
been a collision."
There's a parallel, I believe, in man's
dealings with Christ. God, the maker of the
world, sought man to love Him and abide in
Him. Man stubbornly walked in his own way.
But Christ was willing to humble himself
and go to the cross so that we can be saved.
Thank God that He loved us enough to look
beyond our stubborn rebellion!
''But God commended his love toward us in
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us. ·' Romans 5:8
Bulletin
Portales, NM
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"USED TO'S" DON'T COUNT
How many times have you heard someone
say or perhaps you have said yourself: "I
used to do so and so," "We used to be good
friends," "I used to teach a Bible class, attend
every time the doors were opened," etc.
The prophet Ezekiel spoke some very pertinent words, in effect saying "Used to's don't
count.'' This is what he said in Ezekiel 18:24
"When a righteous man turns away from his
righteousness, commits iniquity, and does
according to all the abominations that a wicked
man does, will he live? All his righteous deeds
which he has done will not be remembered
for his treachery which he has committed and
his sin which he has committed; for them he
will die.''

If you "used to" jog it doesn't do you any
good now. And though you "used to" pray
every day, what lasting good is that if you have
not kept your relationship with God fresh?

The words of our Lord to the church at
Ephesus seem so appropriate to this situation.
''/ have this against you, that you have left
your first love. Remember, therefore, from
where you have fallen, and repent and do the
deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to
you, and will remove your lampstand out of
its place-unless you repent. '' (Rev. 2:4-5).
Let's make sure our relationship with God
is current and keep it that way!
Jimmie Keas
via Hays, KS
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YOU ARE
James wrote, •'your life is even as a vapor
that appeareth for a while, and vanisheth
away." Job wrote, "He cometh forth as a
flower, and is cut down." Solomon wrote,
"Man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the street. '' Whether early or late;
by disease, accident or violence: all men die.
And yet show I unto you a thing more wonderful than death: YOU ARE INDESTRUCTIBLE!
When all the rock-ribbed mountains now
leaning against the skies in languid splendor
have crumbled to dust; when all the rivers and
rills and lakes and seas have left their beds
dry and desolate; when the limitless nothing
we call "space" has been rolled up as a scroll
and the galaxies which now punctuate this
azure parchment have been erased; when this
earth and all its works have melted with
fervent heat, and become but a dying ember;
when there is no voice to speak, nor ear to
hear; when all is done, and time shall be no
more: still, there will be GOD; and, also,
THERE WILL BE YOU! Your enemy, Death,
will have failed! You will be there, somewhere,
either in heaven or in hell; and you will be
ALIVE!
In spite of the manifest uncertainty of life in
this mortal body; in spite of the fact that our
earthly existence is so fragile, so easily and
quickly destroyed: the soul of man is indestructible. No power of any kind can bring it to
an end. God is an eternal Spirit, and you were

created in his image and likeness (Gen. 1:
26,27). You will live forever!
In view of these truths, we must take the
most earnest care of the soul. Our soul: its
eternal destiny and well-being; is the most important thing which we possess. It is more
important than our money or earthly possessions; more important than our jobs and positions. It is more important than our dearest
friends, or even our loved ones. When our
earthly sojourn shall have come to its end,
all earthly things in our lives; yea, even our
dearest personal relationships, shall, also,
have come to an end, but YOU AND I will
still meet God in the great and wonderful
judgment.
Solomon wrote, "Fear God and keep his
commandments, for this is the whole of man.
For God shall bring every work into judgment,
with every secret thing, whether it be good, or
whether it be evil." (Ecc. 12:13-14). Job expressed his faith that, after his death, he would
see God, and not as a stranger. (Job. 19:27).
When the earth, with all its works and all its
peoples, shall have passed away: there will be
GOD; and there, also, will be YOU AND I.
Therefore, while I have the time and opportunity, let me walk by faith in Christ, that it
may be well with my soul.
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