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Family

Warmth when the world is cold...safety
when the world is hostile...A place of love in a
world of hate...a place of light in the midst
of darkness...

This is a family...A family is many things...

It is love around the table or in front of the
fireplace...it is devotion sitting on a pew
together...A mother singing as she is pre-
paring supper...father happily playing with
laughing children.

A family is a yell squad when victory is
won...a place of understanding and starting
over when a defeat must be endured.

It is a very private organization only bonafide
members are allowed in...As a poet said,
“All of us are we...and every one else is
they.”” It is held together with the glue of
love and the cement of mutual respect.

The family is a shelter from the storm...a
safe and friendly part when the waves of life
become too wild. No person is ever alone if
he is a member of a family.

The smile of a mother...the robust laughter
of a father...the giggle of daughters...the
shouts of sons...that’s a family.

They may taunt one another...they may
fight, fuss and bicker among each other...but,
when trouble threatens from outside forces,
instantly the ranks close and the troops unite
against the common foe.

A family is all of these things...but, most
of all, a family is a group of human beings
working together to build something beautiful
and lasting.

A family is a colony of heavenly bliss...
right here on earth.

Relate all of this to Paul’s statement in
I Tim. 3:15 which says the church is ‘‘the
family of God’’.

“ BULLETIN Richard Rogers
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WE ARE JUST CHRISTIANS

Enemies of the Church of our Lord have
always endeavored to ‘‘denominate’’ us—to
give us a name that would characterize us as
another sect among sects. Tertullus, a Roman
orator employed as a prosecuting attorney
against the apostle Paul by the Jews, called
the church the ‘‘sect of the Nazarenes.’’ Paul
denied that the church was a sect (Acts 24:S,
14). The Roman Jews referred to the church
as a ‘“‘sect’’ also (Acts 28:22). Misnomers have
ever been hurled, but we refuse all names but
the divine name.

Various designations of Christians in the
New Testament simply reflect different aspects
of the Christian’s life. If a Christian is viewed
as a learner of Christ, he is a disciple (Acts
9:1). If he is viewed as a worker for the Lord,
he is a servant of Christ (Rom. 6:22). When a
Christian is seen in battle against error, he is
a soldier of Christ (II Tim. 2:3). Christians were
often referred to as saints, which reflects the
character of those who are set apart for God’s
service (Eph. 6:18). We are called children
when our relation to God is considered (Rom.
8:17). With respect to our relation to each other
in Christ, we are called brethren (Rom. 12:1).
And, when we are viewed in our relationship
to Christ, we are Christians (Acts 11:26;
I Pet. 4:16). Never are Christians pictured
by New Testament writers with any designa-
tion that would indicate that we are followers of
men, or creeds, or ordinances, or forms of
church government—we are followers of
Christ—just Christians.
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