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HOMEWORK? 

Do you remember the thrill you experienced 
when your Sunday School teacher gave you a 
card with the following Sunday's lesson on one 
side and a Biblical scene on the other? Then as 
you were promoted to a higher class your 
teacher gave each member of the class a leaflet 
on which Bible lessons were printed. From that 
you went into a study of a series of lessons with 
a specific theme for the quarter. With each of 
these you had something to carry home and 
homework was encouraged. Mothers and 
fathers knew what their child was studying. 
How many of you know today what Sunday 
School material your child is studying? 

What has happened to homework assign­
ment in Bible school? Can we not parallel the 
demise of homework assignments with condi­
tions as they exist in public schools throughout 
the U.S.? Recently, the National Commission 
on Excellence in Education recited a litany of 
negative statistics, including the precipitous 
drop in scholastic aptitude test scores for the 
period 1963-1980. Isn't that about the time 
homework assignments in public schools 
dropped, along with the implementation of 
dilut~ and diffused high school curricula? 
One of the recommendations of the Commis­
sion was that teachers assign high school 
students ''far more material than is now the 
case''. If such a practice will help our students 
in school to become less functionally illiterate, 
will not the same practice make our Bible 
students more knowledgeable of the scrip­
tures? 

Paul instructed young Timothy in II Timothy 
2:15 to "study to shew thyself approved unto 
God .... " 

The story I hear is "If we give them their 
books, they will just lose them". Well, what if 
they do? We will replace them! This will pro­
vide an opportunity to teach "responsibility" 
and the importance of taking care of God's 
property. 

In Eph. 6:4, we are instructed to "Bring 
them (our children) up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. ' ' 

Teachers and parents, let us JOtn together 
in an effort to stop the deterioration of funda­
mentalism by encouraging our pupils and 
children to sp~nd more time in studying their 
Bibles and bible-centered lessons. 
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�~� It R eal/y Happened . . . 

�~� Rick Laing of Stanton, Texas writes: "I 
really love the Bulletin Digest. The articles 
are great and the artwork superb. I received �~� 

�~� 
mine thru a gift and appreciate It.'' We appre­
ciate these kind words from Rick and also 
the Interesting true story he sent for this 

�~� 
feature. Here It 11: �~� 

"A preacher friend of mine, Alan Hadfield, 
was working with a small congregation in 
Salisbury, Rhodesia. The local men had a 

�~� 
business meeting comprised of Alan �~� 
plus three others. At the close of business, 
Alan was asked to lead a prayer. During the 

�~� 
prayer, one brother fainted; but was fortun- �~� 
ately caught by the other two who were ob­
viously quick to react. Because of their deep 
respect for God, and not wishing to Interrupt 

�~� 
a prayer, they silently carried him out to �~� 
another room and laid him down. 

Meanwhile, Alan finished the prayer ob-

�~� 
livious of their quiet departure, and upon �~� 
opening his eyes, and discovering them gone, 
exclaimed, "The Lord has come and taken 
them and I'm the only one left!" 

�~� �~%º� ,c �~%º� %Ä�~�-�.� �~� 

�~� 
Share with us some amusing or embarrass- �~� 
ing incident of a religious nature and if we 
print it we"II give you a six-month's sub­
scription to BULLETIN DIGEST or. if you �~� 

�~� 
are already a subscriber. a six-month's 
extension. Send all items to: BULLETIN 
DIGEST. N.E. Star Route, Box 29A. 
Anselmo, NE 68813 
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A 
Family 

Warmth when the world is cold ... safety 
when the world is hostile ... A place of love in a 
world of hate ... a place of light in the midst 
of darkness ... 

This is a family ... A family is many things ... 

It is love around the table or in front of the 
fireplace .. .it is devotion sitting on a pew 
together ... A mother singing as she is pre­
paring supper ... father happily playing with 
laughing children. 

A family is a yell squad when victory is 
won ... a place of understanding and starting 
over when a defeat must be endured. 

It is a very private organization only bonafide 
members are allowed in ... As a poet said 
"All of us are we ... and every one else i~ 
they.'' It is held together with the glue of 
love and the cement of mutual respect. 

The family is a shelter from the storm ... a 
safe and friendly part when the waves of life 
become too wild. No person is ever alone if 
he is a member of a family. 

The smile of a mother ... the robust laughter 
of a father ... the giggle of daughters ... the 
shouts of sons ... that's a family. 

They may taunt one another ... they may 
fight, fuss and bicker among each other ... but, 
when trouble threatens from outside forces 
instantly the ranks close and the troops unit; 
against the common foe. 

A family is all of these things ... but, most 
of al~, a family is a group of human beings 
workmg together to build something beautiful 
and lasting. 

JULY 1983 

PAGE9 

A family is a colony of heavenly bliss ... 
right here on earth. 

Relate all of this to Paul's statement in 
I Tim. 3:15 which says the church is "the 
family of God". 

Richard Rogers 
via Hays, KS 

WE ARE JUST CHRISTIANS 

Enemies of the Church of our Lord have 
always endeavored to "denominate" us-to 
give us a name that would characterize us as 
another sect among sects. Tertullus, a Roman 
orator employed as a prosecuting attorney 
against the apostle Paul by the Jews, called 
the church the "sect of the Nazarenes." Paul 
denied that the church was a sect (Acts 24:5, 
14). The Roman Jews referred to the church 
as a "sect" also (Acts 28:22). Misnomers have 
ever been hurled, but we refuse all names but 
the divine name. 

Various designations of Christians in the 
New Testament simply reflect different aspects 
of the Christian's life. If a Christian is viewed 
as a learner of Christ, he is a disciple (Acts 
9:1). If he is viewed as a worker for the Lord 
he is a servant of Christ (Rom. 6:22). When ; 
Christian is seen in battle against error, he is 
a soldier of Christ (II Tim. 2:3). Christians were 
often referred to as saints, which reflects the 
character of those who are set apart for God's 
service (Eph. 6:18). We are called children 
when our relation to God is considered (Rom. 
8:17). With respect to our relation to each other 
in Christ, we are called brethren (Rom. 12:1). 
And, w_hen we are viewed in our relationship 
to Christ, we are Christians (Acts 11 :26; 
I Pet. 4:16). Never are Christians pictured 
by New Testament writers with any designa­
tion that would indicate that we are followers of 
men, or creeds, or ordinances, or forms of 
church government-we are followers of 
Christ-just Christians. 

Harold Hazelip 
via Airline Dr. Bulletin 

Bossier City, LA 


