
Abilene Christian University Abilene Christian University 

Digital Commons @ ACU Digital Commons @ ACU 

Restoration Review Stone-Campbell Archival Journals 

4-1965 

Restoration Review, Volume 7, Numbers 4 and 5 (1965) Restoration Review, Volume 7, Numbers 4 and 5 (1965) 

Leroy Garrett 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/restorationreview 

https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/restorationreview
https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/archival_journals
https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/restorationreview?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Frestorationreview%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


ESTORATION 
EVIEW ~ 

ALEXANDER CAMPBELL: 

The Man and His Mission 

by 

l.oUJS CocHitAN AND LeROY GARRBTT 

Volume 7, Nos. 4 and 5 April-May, 1965 

Special Issue 



104 RESTORATION REVIEW 

Remember that this isstte on Campbell is available to our readerJ 
in booklet form at two copies for $ 1.00 (later $ 1.00 each). Send 
your order at once! 

If you had been the Master, how much patient endurance would 
you have shown toward disciples who so misunderstood you and who 
played selfish politics to get first place? And yet Jesus used these very 
disciples to begin the Christianizing of the World! - Harry Emerson 
Fosdick 

Pythagoras, the ancient Greek mathematician and philosopher, 
rightly said, "Perception of truth begins with silence," that is, with 
quiet, inward surrender to it. Truth lives in the depths, for God lives 
in the depths. He stands behind all things. Therefore only he will 
attain the knowledge of Divine truth who seriously and honestly 
immerses himself in it.-Erich Sauer 

Our appetite is no longer a safe guide to what we need in our 
spiritual hunger.-Geddes MacGregor 

The unity of the Church is both a gift and a demand. 
-Paul Minear 

How can world-wide church unity be achieved if in thousands 
of local congregations the solidarity of Christian fellowship has given 
way to the atomizing influence of dissension, pride, jealousy, and 
division?-£. L. Cattell 

Prayer has to be a discipline before it can be a joy.-E. L. Cattell 

Notice to Subscribers: Due to the size of this number we are making 
it the April and May issues combined. The next issue will be the June 
number. 
This issue is to be published in permanent booklet form, with separate 
cover, with an introduction by President Perry Gresham of Bethany 
College. This monograph will be ideal for libraries, friends, educators. 
The regular price will be $ 1.00, but a special price of 2 for $ 1.00 to 

our readers until further notice. 
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THE SEVERAL \VORLDS OF ALEXANDER CAMPBELL 

by Lours CocHRAN 

Alexander Campbell was a many-splendored man, a leader in 
several worlds, none of which could totally contain him. He was an 
astute and successful man of business; a far-sighted and original 
educator; a perceptive writer, and a discerning editor and publisher 
whose published writings ransacked the mind and conscience of man
kind; a great public speaker, and debater, and a preacher of the Gospel 
who commanded the deep respect even of those who disagreed with 
him the most. Perhaps foremost of all, he was a religious reformer 
in the ~uccession of Martin Luther, and John Calvin and John Knox, 
who, like them, changed the course of religious thought. But above 
all, and at the same time fundamental to all, he was a great human 
being, a tremendous person, endowed with such sensitivity in all 
his personal relationships that one is impelled first to a scrutiny of 
his Private World if one would hope to discover the secret of his 
vast powers of mind and heart. 

One of the fascinating and surprising facets of the Private World 
of Alexander Campbell is that, in reality, Campbell was actually not 
the cold, aloof intellectual he is generally pictured, but a romanticist, 
ruled by his heart as much as by his head in matters affecting his 
personal affairs. 

This generally unknown fact is first detected in the fragments 
that have come down to us of his days as a young man in Scotland. 
It was. after the historic wreck of the good ship Hibernia in 1808, 
on wh1ch the Campbell family had undertaken to sail from London
der~, Ireland, to America to join Father Thomas Campbell, who had 
emigrated two years before, that Alexander-then aged twenty
spent a happy and productive year at the University of Glasgow, and 
also taught for several weeks at Helensburo-h in Dumbartonshire 

e, ' 
Scotland, before again setting sail for America. Dr. Robert Richardson 
tells us in his "Memoirs of Alexander Campbell" that this period 
" . . . seems to have thrown over his life a charm which he felt quite 
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reluctant to dissolve:" Certainly, we know that the charms of his 
feminine associates in this idyllic setting inspired him to outbursts 
of romantic poesy which few in after years would have attributed to 
the grave and dignified founder of Bethany College. Sang young 
Alexander: 

There·s the elm and beach in shady rows, 
With other shrubs, entwine their pliant boughs, 
And form the cool retreat, the sweet alcove, 
The seats of pleasure, and the haunts of love! 

There is more of this, much more, but this brief quotation is 
sufficient to refute the pious canard that Alexander Campbell thought 
even in his youth only of the salvation of souls; and of other meats 
upon which heroes feed. 

Definitely, young Campbell had his moments, and his memories! 
. On_ October 23, 1809,_ Alexander and his family were finally 

uruted w1th Father Thomas 10 America, settling in a two-storied log 
house in Washington, Pennsylvania, on what was then the corner of 
S~rawberry_ Alley ~nd <:harriers Streer. And there, between assisting 
hts father 10 teach10g h1s younger brothers and sisters, and in reading 
and assimilating, and committing his life to the great precepts of Father 
Thomas's then heretical Declaration and Address, he still found time to 
'?ive voice to his romantic inclinations. He paid court in person, and 
m rapturous prose and poetry, some of which has come down to us to 
a childhood playmate, Hannah Acheson, who has also emigrated to 
America from Ireland, and was living with her family near the Camp
bell home. Hannah was a beautiful lass, from all accounts, but Alex
ander Campbell did not marry her, although the young lady, like 
Barkis, it is reported, was willing. If he seems to us from the perspective 
of one hundred and fifty years to have been somewhat fickle, we must 
admit that in that respect he but proved his kinship with the weakness 
inherent to the great majority of the masculine sex. Whatever the rea
son, legend has it that Hannah insisted that he become a lawyer and 
amount to something in the world, whereas Alexander had already de
cided to become a "Fool of God" after the manner of the Apostle Paul, 
and devote his life to the unification of modern Christendom. And thus 
their romance came to an untimely end. 

Further attesting to the basic streak of romanticism which flowed 
so turbulently within him are the essays he wrote about this time for a 
weekly newspaper in the town of Washington, Pennsylvania, a news
paper called The Reporter. Characteristically, he wrote under pseu
donyms, signing some of his essays "Clarinda," some as "Bonus Homo." 
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In one of the first of these under the name "Clarinda," a dissertation 
on "Ole Maids," he made a perhaps understandable, self-serving decla
ration to the general effect that " . . . women are geese and have no 
brains ... " although we have no proof that he intended reference to 
the lovely, but stubborn, Hannah, as some have thought. And in the 
same fulmination, he quoted with no apparent disapproval an alleged 
Turkish maxim that "\Vomen have no souls!" 

Perhaps sensing his son's disquieted tendency towards anti-femin
ism at this stage of his development, and wishing to assure him that 
there was more than one goose in the flock, Father Thomas wisely 
sent him on an errand to the home of Farmer John Brown on Buffalo 
Creek, well knowing that Farmer Brown had a daughter, an only 
child, named Margaret, comely and fair with dark hazel eyes and 
brown hair and "a benign disposition." The ancient plot worked well, 
and soon we have an essay on "Old Bachelors," offering Alexander's 
lament, probably with his own sad state in mind, that'' . . . an old 
bachelor is a forlorn mortal insulated in society; he is like a dry tree 
standing in the forest, merely an encumberer of the ground." Certainly 
the winsome Margaret caused his forlorn bachelorhood to appear even 
more untenable, and the young lady being willing, Alexander Campbell 
and Margaret Brown were married in the parlor of the bride's home 
in what has long since been styled "the Campbell mansion" on March 
12, 1811. Margaret was eighteen, and Alexander was twenty-two 
years of age. 

Although the Public Worlds in which he played his great parts 
might have been better served, as some have argued, if, at this point, 
he had moved to a larger settlement, perhaps in the booming State of 
Ohio, as he had once planned, it is not of record that Alexander ever 
regretted his decision to make his permanent home and headquarters 
in west Virginia. Certainly he was influenced in this decision by a 
fortuitous gift from his father-in-law of the Brown homestead, and 
three hundred acres of fine farm land, but also entering into the decision 
was his romantic attachment to the tumbling hills and secluded valleys 
of what is now Bethany; an attachment which remained with him 
throughout his life. 

This brings us to another view of his many-sided nature which 
had its roots deep in his Private World-his loyalty to those he loved. 
He was devoted to his gentle Margaret as to no other woman of his life; 
a devotion that endured to the end. Their marriage, from all available 
accounts, was one of serene happiness for sixteen years and then, at 
the age of thirty-four, Margaret died of consumption. She had borne 
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him eight children, Jive of whom survived her; all girls under fifteen 
years of age. Her death left Alexander with a haunting sense of guilt 
that her passing might have been hastened by the years of living in the 
damp basement of the Campbell homestead while he was operating a 
boarding school for boys, the Buffalo Seminary, in the upstairs rooms. 
At any rate, the void in the heart of the young husband was never 
entirely filled. On her deathbed, Margaret, realizing her condition, and 
deeply concerned for her young husband and children, asked Alexander 
to marry her dose friend and almost constant companion, Selina Blake
well, then a spinster of twenty-six. That Selina would be willing to 
assume the relationship, Margaret apparently had little doubt, and in 
securing Alexander's promise she insured not only a good mother 
for her young children but a capable helpmate for her husband; who, 
in accord with her wishes, quietly married his wife's choice less than 
a year later. 

Alexander Campbell was a prolific letter writer, but strange to 
say, of all the letters which have come down to us, there is not one 
original letter addressed to his first wife, Margaret. Yet during their 
marriage he was often away from home on long preaching missions 
and it is inconceivable that no written words passed between them, 
especially as, in those days, letters were precious documents which 
were preserved. What became of the letters to Margaret? No one 
knows. One theory is that the letters may have been distributed among 
Margaret's five surviving daughters, and were ultimately lost to pos
terity. Another theory is that they may have been destroyed by Margaret 
herself, to keep them from falling into the hands of her successor. A 
more widely-held theory is that they were destroyed by Selina in mo
ments of jealousy as the second wife. This could be true, for although 
Selina had a prophetic insight into the future value of such documents, 
as is evidenced by the fact that she carefully preserved every line that 
Alexander ever addressed to her, nevertheless she may have felt the 
need to minimize Margaret's role in history; for she endured what few, 
if any, second wives have ever been called upon to endure-the 
celebration each year, not of her own wedding anniversary, but the 
anniversary of her husband's wedding to his first wife. Not only that, 
but she carried with her the disquieting knowledge that she owed 
her marriage, at least in part, to the fact she had been selected by the 
first wife to take her place. Even her first child, a daughter, was given 
the name of the first wife, "Margaret Brown Campbell." 

The archives of the Disciples of Christ Historical Society in 
Nashville hold a letter written by Alexander to Selina years later which 
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rev~als ~he stark honesty of the man respecting this relationship, a 
bas1: tr~1t of ho~esty and lack of pretense that is reflected in all aspects 
of his life. In this letter he said: 

My dear Selina: 

Thi~ day twenty-eight years ago I gave my hand, and my heart accom
panied 1t, to your excellen_t pre~ecessor in the holy bonds of matrimony. 
Heave-?-lent me tha~ precious gift more than sixteen years, of the value 
of which I n_ever did for~ an over-esti;11ate. But more than ten years 
ago He appointed you to fiII her place m my affections and to be her 
successor. ' 

Then he adds this comforting thought: 
I h~ve, my dear Selina, found you worthy of all the affection and esteem 
whi_ch were due to her who desired to bless both you and me by nomi
nating you to be her successor. 

And then this final accolade: 
"I have never thought I saw one more deserving of my affection and 
esteem than yourself!" 

Selina was _a capable business woman, and most of Alexander's 
letters to her w~ile awa~ from home on his many journeys, sometimes 
for ~s long as eight or nrne months at a time, have to do with business 
3!fairs. But there are other letters which reveal a droll side to his nature 
little susi:ecte? by t?ose who knew him only as a religious reformer: 
l~tter~ brimmmg with playful humor; a characteristic which fortified 
him. m many o~ his publ!c trials. There is, for instance, the rather 
prec10us one written at Rtchmond, Virginia, during his services as a 
dele~ate_ from Brooke County to the Virginia State Constitutional Con
vention m December, 1829: 

I. am still in Ri~hmond and when I shall leave I cannot tell. The people 
like me, and I hke them, but I love those at home even better I believe 
however, I cou!d get ~ ;"ife here pretty handy, for the ladies in the cicy 
have ll very high opinion of me. But I must have your consent first 
as w~ as my own. What do you think? I am still however unwilling 
to give you up, unless I could provide well for you and I fear you 
would not consent. ' 

And then he calms her fears: 
After this droJie;1;y I must tell you, ~y dear, "England, with all thy faults, 
I love thee st11I. Yes, my dear Selma, I can find none to supplant you• 
you are my one woman of all the sex. ' 

:And then he adds, perhaps regretfully: "And one is all that God 
has given to any man!" 

. A~though such letters reveal the harmony and affection which 
existed m the Campbell household, and the somewhat gusty humor and 

THE SEVERAL WORLDS OF ALEXANDER CAMPBELL 67 

husbandly delight which Alexander occasionally took in teasing the 
rather prim Selina, they also reveal what is known to be a fact, that 
wherever Alexander Campbell traveled, he was the center of feminine 
admiration as well as of the highest esteem of his masculine compeers. 
There was, for instance, the little-known case of Mrs. Eliza Davis, a 
young widow who heard Campbell preach in her native city of Paisley, 
Scotland, on his visit back to the land of his youth in 1847. On tliis 
trip he became involved in a libel suit and, refusing bail, was incarcer
ated for ten days in a Glasgow jail before the charge against him was 
thrown out of Court as without cause or merit. Whether this dramatic 
incident heightened the young widow's interest is not known, but it is 
known that she was prominent among his visitors while in the local 
Bastille, and later followed him to America, and presented herself at his 
home where she remained for two years, treated as a member of the 
Campbell household, before Alexander found a position for her as a 
teacher in Kentucky Female Orphan School at Midway, Kentucky. 
Eventually this impetuous young lady journeyed as a teacher to Aus
tralia, where she had many exciting adventures, and rerurned to visit 
a~ain in Bethany only after Campbell's death. 

Also revealed by a scrutiny of his Private World is the heart
·warming fact that this great public servant was also a great family 
patriarch, "the last of the minor prophets," some have called him, and 
about all his family, by blood and by marriage, he threw his strong 
protecting arms. This is a more significant aspect of his character than 
may at first be suspected, as many of his relatives on both sides of the 
house were often a sore trial. 

There was his second father-in-law, for instance, Samuel Blake
well, a school teacher, an inventer, and a general ne'er-do-well, who 
showed up now and then, but for the most part wandered about the 
country separated from his wife, Anna, Selina's mother, and eventually 
died in the home of a brother in England. His mother-in-law was even 
more of a problem, spending her own last years in the Campbell house
hold, complaining at everything. Selina's four brothers, Theron, 
Horatio, Arthur, and Edwin Blakewell, were equally unsuccessful in 
their various business ventures, borrowing money from Alexander 
which they seldom made an effort to repay, despite occasional mild 
remonstrances from their sister, and whose offspring at various times 
were cared for as members of the Campbell family. And in his own 
in,mediate family, there was the celebrated case of his younger brother, 
Thomas Campbell, Jr., the deliberately forgotten man of the Campbell 
clan, whose life and final end has been too much shrouded in mystery 
through the years. 
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Definitely, we know that young Thomas was seven years old 
when the Campbell family arrived in America. We know that he 
studied and practiced medicine, possibly with his brother, Dr. Archibald 
Campbell, in Wellsburg and Wheeling. We know that he married a 
girl named Sarah Speer, who died of the Campbell scourge of con
sumption, leaving four small children, Thomas, Mary, Jane, Lavina, 
and John, who were taken into the Alexander Campbell household and 
c~red for as Alexander's own children. Mary Jane died of consump
t10n at seventeen; Lavina married and moved into other fields· and 
the boys, John and Thomas, so family legend has it, became railroad 
men in Pennsylvania and rolled away into oblivion. 

But what became of their father, Alexander's brother, Thomas 
Campbell, Jr.? 

The family legends have it that Thomas, although bearing the 
name of his dedicated father, Thomas Campbell, was not a churchman; 
that as a physician, the human body attracted him more than the state 
of his soul, and he is never mentioned in any church reports, nor in any 
of Alexander Campbell's writings. He was something of a scientist 
with a consuming curiosity about the human anatomy, and its ailments'. 
a?? various stories a~e told in family folklore of his unorthodox acqui
sition of human speci~ens for dissection, and study, sometimes in ways 
that outra~ed the relatives of the deceased. Be that as it may, and none 
of the stones can be authenticated, or disproved, we can be certain that 
young Doctor Thomas Campbell, Jr., was in his own separate world 
'.15 far ahead of his time in his frustrated efforts at autopsy, and anatom
ICal research, as his famous older brother was in the world of religious 
:efor_m. If he ~ook to drink'. as is alleged, and died an untimely death 
m his brother s house, whICh we know for a fact, leaving his four 
orphaned children to the care of Alexander, we can but have a sym
p~th~ and admiration for both of them. Each man lived according to 
his lights, and was true to himself, and today the two brothers lie 
toget~er in peace in God's Acre in the Bethany hills. That Thomas, Jr., 
rests m an unmarked grave we may assume was due to Alexander's 
concern_ in J?rotecting his younger brother even in death from the possi
ble retrtbut10n of those who may have felt he had despoiled the final 
resting places of their loved ones, and who cared not to leave their 
vengeance entirely unto the Lord. 

Although there were many jeweled days in the Private World 
of Alexander Campbell, which give depth and luster and significance 
to his_ pub~ic lif~,. the~e w:re also many shadows. Death was a frequent 
and lmgermg visitor m his home. In addition to the early death of his 
first wife, Margaret, he buried all eight of their children, and two of the 
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six children Selina bore -him, before passing on to his own reward in 
1866. The brilliant young son of his aging years, Wickliffe, drowned in 
Buffalo Creek while Alexander was in Europe in 1847; an almost 
crushing blow. Many of his grandchildren died in the Campbell home
stead, several in-laws, and other relatives and close friends, but through 
it all he stood unbowed his faith in God and his dedication to the tasks 
he believed God want;d him to do unshaken to the last. In addition 
to the sorrows of death, he endured in his old age the agonies of the 
arrest and trial at Wellsburg of his son and namesake, Alexander 
Campbell, Jr., on the charge of High Treason because of his service as 
a Confederate officer during the Civil War. That Alexander, Jr., was 
saved from a Federal prison term, or worse, through a Presi~e~tial 
pardon, could not erase from the father's heart the scars ~f this fmal 
ignominy. If the test is, as Paul wrote in ,Hebrews, that he ... whom 
the Lord loveth, He chastiseth and scourgeth," then Alexander Camp
bell in his Private World was surely a much beloved son of God. 

Against this background we come to a better understanding. of 
and appreciation for the public life of this many-splend~red ~an w~ICh 
embraced many labors and rich rewards, and some bitter d1sappomt
ments as well. He sat in the renowned Constitutional Convention of 
Virginia at Richmond in 1829, and h~ld his _own with some of the 
best minds of the Republic, demonstratmg agam that, had he been so 
inclined he could have become one of the great political statesmen of 
the age.' He possessed the undoubted political acumen and dedication 
of Henry Clay; the oratorical mastery of assemblies of Robert Hayne; 
the dignity and the presence, and the logical? i~cisive ~ind of Daniel 
Webster. Evidence of his prophetic leadership 1s seen m some of the 
measures for which he fought. He advocated free public schools; the 
direct election of judges; the enlargement of suffrage right~; th_e 
gradual, compensated emancipation of th: ~laves,. a_ measure whIC~, 1f 
adopted, might have prevented the fratnodal ClVll Wa~. The times 
were not ripe for such reforms, but seeds were sown whICh are even 
now bearing fruit. He made an indelible imprint upon his colleagues, 
the intellectual giants of their time, numbering among them two 
former Presidents of the United States, James Monroe and James 
Madison; a future President, John Tyler; as well as Governor Tazewell 
of Virginia; Chief Justice John Marshall; John Mason; _John Ran
dolph of Roanoke, and others of like stature. We are md_ebted. to 
Hugh Blair Grigsby, a young delegate from Norfolk, for a d1s~ernmg 
portrait of Alexander Campbell as he appeared there among his great 
contemporaries. Grigsby opposed Campbell on almost every measure, 
and at first apparently disliked him personally, but in his more mature 
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years he became a warm admirer of the Great Reformer. In 1853 
he gave an address before the Virginia Historical Society in which 
he paid his respects to Campbell, in part as follows: 

In Virginia there has been a strong dislike of theologians, and it 
was feared that by the presence of a popular divine in the Convention, 
~he element of religion might be mixed up in topics sufficiently exciting 
m themselves. But the course of Alexander Campbell dispelled all fears. 
There was no danger to religious freedom from him. He needed it more 
than anybody else! For with the doctrines of his church ( the Baptist 
church), and with the Constitution of Virginia he was equally at war ... 

I_n his personal appearance, in his dress and manner, in his style of 
speakmg, he was a man of the world; and it would not have been sus
pected that he was other than a layman, if, in his speeches he had not 
drawn his_ illi:strations from the Jewish system, and sought to strike out 
the Consmuuon of the State of Virginia with the view of inserting the 
Book of Deuteronomy in its stead ... He had a great fund of humor. 

He_ was a _fine sc?olar and with the younger members of the body, 
who reltshed h1s amusmg thrusts, his pleasant address and social feelings 
rendered him very acceptable. 

And then Grigsby added the supreme salute, cherished by all who 
would hope to survive in the Political World: 

As a Comrovertist he (Campbell) had some great qualities. He 
was bold, subtle, indefatigable; and as insensitive to attack as if he were 
sheathed in the hide of a rhinoceros.' 

But Alexander Campbell did not choose to devote his time or 
his great talents, to the political arena. In writing to his friend ;nd 
fellow delegate, Colonel Charles S. Morgan, of Morgantown Vir-
ginia, after the Convention, he explained: ' 

. I am conscious that many are infatuated with the charms of political 
li~e. 1:"hey n~ver have _any for me, and never will have any. I view man
kmd m a higher relauon than as a subject of taxation or as a name on 
the muster roll. I. view him as one who may be im~ortal, a citizen of 
Heaven, an~ ~ pnes~ of G<?<1. I have more pleasure in thinking on man's 
eternal desnmes, or m reading one section of the Oracles of God than in 
all the splendid schemes of earthly ambition and political grandeur. 

Alexander Campbell would also have excelled in the World of 
Business, his financial acumen being amply demonstrated by the fact 
that when he died in 1866 his personal fortune was then valued at 
betwe~n $_175,000.00 a~d $200,000.00. He had the foresight, and 
the faith, m the expandmg economy of his adopted country to con
sistently increase his holdings, buying property not only aro~d Beth
any, Virginia, but in Pennsylvania and Illinois and Ohio. He discovered 
that the raising of Merino sheep was a profitable business and became 
one of the leading wool growers in the nation. He wen; so far as to 
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preside over several national gatherings of wool growers but, as with 
his experiment in politics, the acquisition of ?1ere we~lth? as su~h, 
in this field, as in others, held no allure for him. But 1t did provide 
him with a strange friendship. John Brown of Ohio, later of Osawa
tomie, Kansas, who was to achieve a dubious fame through ~he 
notorious Kansas Massacre in 185 5, and as the leader of the abort1ve 
Abolitionist raid against Harper's Ferry in 1859, was one ~f his· 
commission wool merchants, or agents; and the two became friends. 
Campbell's last meeting with John Brown was in Au~ust, 1855, 
when Brown, then a fanatical Abolitionist, and some of his followers 
were passing through Detroit, Michigan, with a cargo of arms and 
ammunition, and stopped overnight to hear Campbell, who was the~e 
on a visit, preach at the church of Elder Richard Hawley. A letter m 
the possession of the Chicago Historical ~ociety,_ written by Brown's 
son-in-law, Henry Thompson, refers to this meeting. Thompson says: 

We left Cleveland Saturday morning at 81/2 o'clock for Detroit. 
Stayed over the Sabbath; went to ch1._1rch. Hea~d Bishop Campbell preach. 
He is the father of all the Campbetlttes, and is a great man. 

And so he was! The World of Religion was his prime domain, 
and always Alexander Campbell remained faithful to it, ~avishin~ 
upon it the outpourings of his rich mind and heart; devoting to 1t 
the loftiest dedication of his great soul. 

While still a young man of twenty-six, Alexander Campbell 
gained considerable renown among the Faithful, although not always 
favorable, according to their viewpoint, with his controversial and 
now famous Sermon on The Law, preached before the Red Stone 
Baptist Association at Cross Creek, Yirginia. In this se:mon he first 
sounded the then astounding doctrine that the teachings of Jesus 
wperseded and supplanted the Hebraic laws of Mos~s. _Notwit?stand
ing this heresy, now generally accepted by all Christian bodies but 
which then led eventually to his permanent separation from the Bap
tists he drew increasingly large audiences. With the publication of 
his 'great debates, beginning with _his debat~ on. Bap:is?1 with the 
Presbyterian, John Walker, and cl1maxe~ _with h1: brilha_nt _defense 
of Christianity against the celebrated Bnt1sh atheist, capitalist, and 
philosopher, Robert Dale Owen, in Cincinnati in 1829, and with 
Dr. Nathan B. Rice on the subject of Baptism, and Human Creeds, 
at Lexington, Kentucky, in which Henry Clay was the Chief Moderator, 
in 1843, his fame as an original thinker, and religious reformer, who 
feared no man nor the devil, only God, spread throughout the land. 
But Campbell had begun to realize long before that a man's voice 
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in that or any other age could only reach so far; it needed to be am
plified by the power of the written word. In 1824 he entered the 
World of Publishing by establishing his own printing shop at Bethany, 
issuing on July 4th the first copy of his famous journal, The Christian 
Baptist, a sometimes caustic but always instruaive and lively journal 
of religious opinion, open to readers of every faith, and of none, but 
filled mainly with the writings of Alexander Campbell. This was 
merged in 1830 with the more tolerant Millennial Harbinger, and 
he continued as its editor, publisher, and chief contributor for another 
thirty-six years. In addition to these journals, he produced a flood of 
books, sixty-nine in all, and Bethany became in due course the publica
tion center, as well as the fountain-head, of the "Restoration Move
ment," and so remained until his death. 

While still a comparatively young man, Alexander Campbell 
became known and acclaimed as the greatest religious reformer of his 
day. Yet he was not a reformer of the existing churches, each with its 
own capsule of truth, each crying to the others: "Come over and 
join us!" Instead, he blazed a new pathway to Heaven; he tore down 
the fences which separated the denominations, and for the first time 
pointed the way to a real Christian unity between them. He preached 
that the unfettered teachings of Christ and His Apostles were the 
only basis upon which there can ever be a true universal Catholic 
Church; a plea for unity based upon the essentials on which all Chris
tians were in agreement, leaving to each man complete freedom in 
matters of opinion. This teaching was as unique, and as simple, and 
as misunderstood as the unadorned teachings of Christ Himself, and 
today his followers, while still preaching that "The church of Christ 
upon earth is essentially, intentionally, and constitutionally one," as 
stated by Father Thomas Campbell in his Declaration and Address, 
speak in many different tongues, their voices as discordant, clanging 
cymbals in the land. 

"Everyone is a Christian," said Alexander Campbell, "who be
lieves in his heart that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah, the Son of 
God; repents of his sins and obeys Him in all things according to 
his measure of knowledge of His will." 

Campbell was a heretic when he spoke thus to the inquiring 
lady of Lunenberg, sweeping aside the theological rubbish of the ages, 
and he speaks to us as a heretic today. Few of the faithful who accept 
him as their leader can climb to the heights with him. But he endures; 
his teachings slowly prevail, though still distorted and misunderstood 
by many, and as time sweeps aside the clouds of misrepresentation 
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and calumny he looms before us in his several worlds larger than life, 
and heroic in his ultimate objectives. 

Even in his own day Campbell's brilliant championship of his 
"peculiar plea" of Christian unity, and his prophetic insight into the 
true nature of that unity, drew to him the great, and the near-great; 
the rich and the humble, and people of every diversity and race. He, 
preached by special invitation before a crowded a~sembly fro~ both 
Houses of Congress in the U.S. Hall of Represe~tatives at -W:ashm~on, 
and before the assembled Legislatures of Indiana and Missouri; he 
spoke before learned societies and unle~tered . groups. People by ~he 
thousands listened to him eagerly durrng his forty-four preaching 
missions across the length and breadth of the land; and thousands 
followed him into what he styled as "the Restoration of the New 
Testament Church." 

Jeremiah Sullivan Black of Pennsylvania, United States ~tto_r
ney-General, and later Secretary of State, was baptized ?Y him m 
Buffalo Creek; James A. Garfield, President of the Umted States, 
was his friend and fellow Disciple from his early manhood, and a 
Trustee of Bethany College. Henry Clay, Daniel _Webster, H_orace 
Mann, President James Buchanan, were among h!s. val_ued _friends, 
and many came to Bethany as on a pilgrimage to visit w!th him, an~ 
to learn from him. He was so admired by Jefferson Davis that Dav~s 
caused his two young nephews, William Stamps, Jr., and Isaac Davis 
Stamps, of Mississippi, to enroll as students ~t Bethany Coll~ge, where, 
incidentally, young William Stamps was killed ~y an accidental fall 
on the ice on Buffalo Creek in 1842. Thomas Lincoln, the fa~her of 
Abraham Lincoln accepted Campbell's interpretation of the Scriptures, 
and was for ma~y years an Elder of the little Christian Chw:ch ~t 
Charleston, Illinois, and even President Lincoln felt such kinship 
with the "Ancient Order of Things," as many called the Campbell-led 
movement, that he was falsely accused by his enemies of ~oming at 
night, like Nicodemus, and _of hav~ng_ been secret!~ baptized ,about 
1862 in a creek near Springfield, Illinois, by Evangelist John O Kane 

of that State. 
But of all the several worlds of Alexander Campbell, none did 

he make more luminous, or leave more enrichened, than the World 

of Education. 
In 1840, at the age of fifty-two, when too many men are joy

ously contemplating early entrance into the pleasures ~f the welfare 
state this extraordinary man, whose own formal education had ended 
with' his Freshman year at Glasgow University thirty years before, 





96 RESTORATION REVIEW 

their narrow and superficial conception of Christianity often did more 
harm than good. Thomas W. Grafton, one of his biographers, observes 
how this condition led to the founding of Bethany College: 

Though always the friend of education, he became convinced, as 
at no former period of his life that if his cause were to continue to 
prosper and commend itself to thinking people, it must be supported 
by an educated ministry. He, therefore, began seriously to consider the 
establishment of an institution where young men could secure training 
which would make them efficient advocates to the cause of primitive 
Christianity, now so widely spread and whose talent, culture, and ac
quaintance with the Word would command the respect, attention, and 
acceptance of the world.58 

That he realty believed in what he was doing is evident by facts 
that would convince anyone: he gave part of his farm for the campus 
and put $10,000 of his own money into it! 

But of course he put far more than money and property into 
Bethany College. He was soon saying: "Bethany College has paramount 
claims on me,"59 and by the time the college was ten years old he 
was describing it as "a perpetual incubus and trouble."60 We would 
remind the reader that an incubus is "an evil spirit that oppresses or 
burdens" - a description of being a college president that would 
probably gain the approval of all college presidents, including the 
successors of Alexander Campbell at Bethany College! 

Yet there was no doubt in his mind but that Bethany College 
was worth all the trouble. After calling it an incubus he hastened to add: 

But as a public interest to the cause of education, literature, science 
and religion-an alliance never to be broken-it was in its conception, 
is now in its existence, and will ever be in its fortunes, identified with the 
cause of the Reformation, and essential to its progress and prosperity.61 

Dr. Richardson assures us that Bethany College succeeded in 
being what Campbell intended, a handmaid to reform: 

There soon began to be developed beneficial results to the cause of 
Reformation, which fully equaled Mr. Campbell's highest expectations. 
Many talented and well-educated young men were annually sent forth, 
who at once began to distinguish themselves by their enlarged views, 
their knowledge of the Bible, and the practical skill and energy which 
they displayed on their various fields of operation. The churches, which 
in many places had long suffered for want of an efficient ministry and 
competent teachers, began to be supplied, and a new impulse was given 
to the cause of the primitive gospel.62 
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Even Campbell himself expressed satisfaction about the effective
ness of the college in terms of religious reform: 

To f:1nher it abroad and build it up at home, in raising up men 
for the field when I shall be absent from this planet, seems to me a 
paramount duty. We. have already in the field some of its first fruits 
and they are an offering most acceptable to the aggregate of all wh~ 
hear them. We want a thousand men in the field of the world and· 
another thousand in the vineyards of the Lord ... s3 ' 

A rather imposing list could be drawn up of those men who 
went out from Bethany College in behalf of the Restoration Move
ment. Only a partial list from the earliest years would have to include 
the names of J.M. Barnes, who evangelized so successfully in Alabama· 
Moses Lard, a valedictorian at Bethany who went on to become a~ 
author and editor in the Movement ( Campbell called on him to 
answer the attacks of J. B. Jeter, referred to earlier in this paper); 
John F. Rowe, who graduated with honors in 1854 and went on to 
become one of the Movement's outstanding editors and authors; J. W. 
McG:arvey, wh? was not a Christian when he entered Bethany, but 
was immersed m Buffalo Creek, and at graduation delivered the vale
dictory in Greek, and eventually became one of the greatest of our 
Biblical scholars. 

Even when we add such names as 0. A. Burgess, J. L Lamar, 
John Shackleford, Charles Carlton, Robert Graham Alexander Proctor 
~- D. Po~er, \Villiam Baxter.' <;-L. Loos, and W. H. \V oolery the lis~ 
1s far too mcomplete. And this is not to mention the statesmen such as 
Ge~rge T. Oliver, who became United States Senator from Pennsyl
vama; Champ Clark, who served as Speaker of the House, and Joseph 
L. L~mar, who served as _Supreme Court justice. While James A. 
Garf 1eld got as far as the village of Bethany in a visit with Campbell 
he never became a student, though he later served as a trustee of th~ 
college: Bethany C~lle~e is_ so well represented by its graduates in the 
professions as to ~ive 1t high rank among American colleges in this 
respect, as well as m respect to academic excellence. 

This is apparently what Campbell had in mind when he wrote 
the_ following, which gives us more than a hint as to what he was 
trymg to do: 

Men, and not brick and mortar, make colleges, and these colleges 
make men. These men make books, and these books make the 1· • 

Id . h' h d' ivmg wor m w 1c we in 1vidually live, and move and have O be" 
H 

. , ur mg. 
ow ~porrant then, that our colleges should understand and teach the 

true philosophy of man! 
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They create the men that furnish the teachers of men-the men that 
fill the pulpit, the legislative halls, the senators, the judges and the 
governors of the earth. Do we expect to fill these high stations by merely 
voting or praying for men? Or shall we choose empirics, charlatans, 
moume-banks, and every pretender to eminent claims upon the suffrages 
of the people? Forbid it, reason, conscience and Heaven! 64 

HIS LIFE A TESTIMONY 

"Alth011,gh I cannot do much anywhere, I must attem,pt a little 
in many places" 

We conclude this study by showing that the life Alexander 
Campbell lived was a testimony to his mission. This is reflected in the 
many, less significant aspects of his life, those unguarded moments 
when he writes to a loved one, says a prayer or composes a hymn. An 
instance of this is two letters he sent to his sister Alicia during her long 
illness while he was on an extended journey, one of which he com
posed after she was already dead. His assistants back home published 
the letters during his absence and without his knowledge. It is here 
that he makes the statement that tells a lot about him: "I have some 
thousands of miles before me; and, although I cannot do much any
where, I must attempt a little in many places."55 He had no illusions 
about the magnitude of his task. He appeared content to do what he 
could, believing, as did another man of God, that if he could sow the 
seed, God would give the increase. 

To his dying sister he wrote as only a man of depth could: 
To triumph over the fear of death and to be resigned to it from 

principle are victories which earth's mightiest sons have never yet 
attained. This is the fruit of faith; for who is he that overcomes the 
world, but he that believes that Jesus is the Christ of God? 

0! what it is to have such a Saviour!--one so wise, so powerful, 
so kind, so gracious, so condescending, so attentive to our every want
one who has trod the valley of affliction-who was, in all points, made 
like to us-afflicted, oppressed, and tempted in a thousand ways: one 
who entered the dark and dreary chambers of the dead, that he might 
take away the sting from death and victory from the grave. He has bowels 
of compassions and sympathies unknown to mortals. He loves us more 
than we love ourselves, and has done for us more than we either could 
or would do for ourselves.66 

"When our wills are absorbed and lost in the will of our heavenly 
Father," he wrote to Alicia, "all is well. This resignation throws a 
bright light over the darkest cloud that appears in our horizon, and 
calms every tempest that arise in our hearts. 'Not my will, but thine 
be done.'" 
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We gain further insight into the man when we see him taking 
a little Indian boy into his home in order to provide him an education. 
Even though Campbell was then nearing his mid-60's and burdened 
with many responsibilities, he arranged to take the lad of the Iowa 
tribe while on a trip into Missouri, and proceed to care for him and 
educate him for nine years. Dr. Richardson tells how the boy returned 
to his tribe after becoming a young man, and "by his letters seems still 
to cherish in grateful remembrance the benefits he received from 
Mr. Campbell."67 

Any glimpse into the Campbell home would but enhance one's 
respect for him who was its head. W. K. Pendleton says that Mr. 
Campbell was the most persistent man in the religious instruction of 
his family that he ever knew, that regardless of how busy and tired he 
was, he took time to teach his children. 68 Dr. Richardson was also 
impressed with Campbell as a family man: "No husband, no father 
could be more affectionate, no neighbor more sympathizing or more 
kind." Richardson goes on to describe a trait in Campbell that tells 
more than a volume might: 

There is, however, one trait in his personal character which I must 
briefly mention as one truly worthy of admiration. I mean his condescen
sion to his inferiors. Possessed himself of the most splendid abilities· 
the peer of earth's highest and noblest ones, he was ever wont to receiv; 
and address the lowest and most ignorant in a manner most courteous 
and respeaful. 

. Realizing as he did the innate dignity of that human nature of 
which the Son_ of God took part, he slighted and repulsed no one, how
ever humble his sphere in life, however rude and uncultivated his mind 
or ma~mers. He had for all a pleasing word, a kindly greeting, and in 
all a sincere and heartfelt inrerest.69 

The tributes to Campbell are both numerous and impressive, all 
the way from Gen. Robert E. Lee's statement that if he should choose 
?ne from this earth to represent the human race on another planet 
1t would be Alexander Campbell, to the remark by President Madison 
that he_ was "the ablest and most original and powerful expounder of 
the Scnptures I have ever heard." But the one we like best is given by 
D. S. Burnett: "He was as familiar with God in his word as Moses 
was with God on the Mount." 70 

. Om~ of the most touching and meaningful incidents was when, 
dur~ng hIS last years, he was told that the Disciples and Baptists in 
various p~rts ~! th~ ~ountry were tryin~ to unite. He was overjoyed and 
wept, saymg: This 1s one of the happiest moments of my life."71 This 
conforms with a judgment given by W. K. Pendleton: "Of one thing 
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we are sure - that during the riper years of his life, Alexander 
Campbell often thought earnestly and fondly of a restoration of fellow
ship between the Disciples and the Baptists. But he could not see the 
way."n Pendleton also insisted that it was never Campbell's intention 
to start a new party or sect, but to reform the existing churches. 
Campbell often referred to being "forced out" even when he was willing 
to work within the framework of the established churches.73 

This should help to clarify one misconception in regards to his 
life's work: he did not believe that the Movement he called Restoration 
or Reformation 74 was the church of Christ. He understood that the 
church already existed. It was his mission to reform some deficiencies 
of it, or to restore some aspects to it. He believed, therefore, that his 
work was a unity movement within the church, divided and decadent 
as it was. Let us then resume the work that he began. 

It is fitting to close with a verse from one of Alexander Campbell's 
own hymns: 75 

Then let us keep the end in view. 
And ever on our way pursue, 

The crown is yet before: 
A few short days the conflict's done, 
The battle's fought, the prize is won, 

And we shall toil no more. 
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SEMINAR ON FELLOWSHIP 

Wynnewood Christian Chapel 
2303 S. Tyler, Dallas, Texas 

June 15-18 

Twenty different brethren from all groups of Churches of Christ
Christian Churches will discuss the problems that divide them in an 
effort to understand each other better and to fulfill the Master's 
prayer that "They all might be one." 

Some of the subjects to be discussed: 
What Fellowship with God Means to Me 
How About the Ecumenical Movement? 
The Higher Powers of the Soul and Brotherhood 
What is the Pattern for Christian Unity? 
The Nature of Faith and Opinion 
The Law of God and the Grace of God 
The Relevance of Kerygma and Didache to Fellowship 
Who is my Christian Brother? 
The Holy Spirit and Unity 
The Church and the Individual 
Dangers we Face in our Work for Unity 

The audience will also be participants in that most of the time 
will be ~iven to discussion rather than to speeches. 

It 1s understood that no one's presence means that he endorses 
the vi~ws of ai:iy of the ot?e:s. Everyone is free to think and speak 
accordmg to his own convtettons. No one is asked to surrender any 
truth he holds or to approve of anything he believes to be error. 
We ask only for dialogue toward better understanding and more 
sensitivity toward brotherhood. 

OFFICE NOTES 

We can supply C. S. Lewis' Letters to Malcolm: Chiefly on 
Prayer for $2.50. This is a very helpful book on the art of private 
prayer. Another helpful book prayer is A Diary of Private Prayer by 
John Baillie. This is a fine discipline in devotional reading. His prayers, 
are soul-searcing. For instance: "Tonight let every bolt and bar be 
drawn that has hitherto robbed my life of air and light and love." 
It is only $ 1.50. 

Let us again recommend to you Barclay's Daily Bible Study 
covering the entire New Testament in 17 volumes. You will marvel 
at his deep insights into spiritual truths and his ability to draw upon 
many sources of history, science, archaeology, and social customs to 
clarify the scriptures. He writes profoundly and yet simply, avoiding 
the technicalities so often true of commentaries. We get this in paper
back from abroad. We get these in paperback from Scotland, and 
while they have increased in price recently, they are still a bargain, 
$ 1.75 each, or $30.00 for the entire set, including postage. 

Also in inexpensive paperback are the two books by Louis 
Cochran: The Fool of God, which is the story of Alexander Camp
bell; and Raccoon John Smith, the pioneer preacher of Kentucky. 
Only $2.00 each. 

New Possibilities for Disciples and Independents by A. T. De
Groot has some interesting things to say about the divisions in Churches 
of Christ-Christian Churches. $1.35. Alexander Campbell and His 
New Version by Thomas is a 224-page book on how Campbell man
aged to mrn out this monumental work, and the reactions to it. 
Only $1.85. 

We can supply back issues of this journal as follows: all the 
monthly issues (since January 1964) are available at ten cents each; 
the quarterly issues (five years prior to 1964) are available in only 
ten numbers at the rate of 3 for $ 1.00. We still have all of volumes 
4 and 5. 

We are glad to report that our journal is growing, but it needs 
your help if it is to have the influence it should. You can send a list 
of names ( 6 or more) for only 5 0 cents each. We do this in order 
to get more people acquainted with what we are doing. Will you 
lend a helping hand? 
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