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The Spirit and The Word

it was this washing and “renewing of the Holy Spirit,”
he says, that saved him. e says the Holy Spirit was
“shed on him abundantly.”  But this “shedding” of the
Holy Spirit abundantly did not save him—it was the
“renewing of the Holy Spirit,” in connection with the
washing, that saved him. We have his own positive
statement for this.  The Holy Spirit was “shed” on
him abundantly through Jesus Christ when Christ ap-
peared unto him and said:  “T have appeared unto thee
for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness
both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those
things in which I will appear unto thee; delivering
thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto
whom now 1 send thee, to open their eyes, and to turn
them from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of
sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified
by faith that is in me.” (Acts 26:16-19.)  So the
Spirit was “shed” on him abundantly to make him Just
such a minister or servant and witness as he has outlined
in the foregoing graphic and burning words of the
Saviour.  But still, after the Spirit had been thus
“shed” on him abundantly throu gh Jesus Christ person-
ally appearing unto him, he was not saved. Tt was
after this that Paul said, “What shall T do, Lord?”
And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into Damas-
cus, and there it shall be told thee of all things which
are appointed for thee to do.” (Acts 22:10). Then he
continues by telling us he went into Damascus in search
of “all things” which were appointed for him to do in
order to be saved. Now notice closely his continued
story and you can learn Just how he was saved by the
washing of regeneration and “renewing” of the i{OIy
Spirit.  You need not expect to hear of an outpouring
or shedding of the Holy Spirit when he arrives in Da-
mascus.  He has already experienced that and still he
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e S L

The S pirit and The Word

is not saved. And the outpouring, shedding and baptism
of the Holy Spirit never did save a human soul. No
record of such a case in all the Book of God. But
listen to the rest of his narrative:  “I came into Damas-
cus, and one Ananias, a devout man _accordir_lg to the
law, having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt
there, came unto me, and stood and said unto me, Broth-
er Saul, receive thy sight. And the same hour I look-
ed up upon him.  And he said”—now Ananias will tell
him and us why the Holy Spirit was “shed” on him—
“The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou
shouldst know his will, and see that Just One. and
shouldst hear the voice of his mouth. For thou shalt
be His witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and
heard.  Still he is not saved. But Ananias continued,
“And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptised; and
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”
(Acts 22:11-17).  No wonder he called baptism the
“washing of regeneration.”

Now a novice in the Scriptures can see that the
Holy Spirit was “shed” on him abundan.tly through
Jesus Christ when Christ appeared unto him. in order
that he might know the Will of God by inspiration, be
an eye and ear witness of that Just One, and become a
servant or minister to the Gentiles:; and that the Hf)l}'
Spirit was “renewed” unto him through Ananias telling
him what he “must do.”  (Acts 9 :6).

Saul nor no other mortal man was ever saved by
the direct operation of the Holy Spirit withou"c the
Word of Truth——the Spirit’s testimony.  In this day
the Holy Spirit is “shed” on no one. It is “pour('ed
out” on no one.  No one is baptized in the Holy Spirit.
But all who are saved at all are saved by the washing
of regeneration and “renewing” of the Holy Spirit
through God’s chosen messengers as recorded in.the

Word of Truth.  If one s;)ul could be regenerated or
5
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