








as to why laughter for most is not for God’s
sake.

The style of the book is most readable.
It is not light; it is not serious. The author
says: . it is a serious book written
unseriously about the unserious treated ser-
iously.” Don’t spend too much time trying
to figure that out; I think he’s pulling our
leg. Trust me on this: the book is very
readable.

I particularly commend the very clever
chapter called “Hilarity from Hell.” Vos
utilizes the style of C. S. Lewis’ Screwtape
Letters. Vos’ underling devil is Screwtape 11.

And speaking of devils, wipe that scrowl
off your face. How about a good laugh of

faith? What about a grin of joy? Would you
believe a neutral face that says “cheese”?

—Robert R. Marshall

Books Received

PRAYERS FOR HELP AND HEALING by Wm.
Barclay (New York: Harper & Row, 1968)
124 pp., $3.50, hardbound.

THE PARABLES OF PEANUTS by Robert L.
Short (New York: Harper & Row, 1968) 328
pp., $4.95 (cloth) $1.95 (paper).

A GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO THE
BIBLE by Norman L. Geisler and Wm. E.
Nix (Chicago: Moody Press) 480 pp., $6.95,
hardbound.

The Trouble with Idealism

The sea is green and gray, up close.
Out there, where the freighter lies, it’s blue.
Out there, it placid looks, and calm.

Up close, I see its crashing surf,

Hear its throaty grumble.
But out there, how quiet it must be.

How peaceful.

How pure its deep indigo, out there.

Up close, the sea pollutes itself with sand
And vomits seaweed on the land,
And all is froth and fury,

Meaningless violence,
Up close.

I live here by the boily sea,

Up close.

Perhaps the filth and chaos where 1 live

Can be endured

Because Out There is calm and pure.
Or perhaps Out There seems sane and quiet

Only because I live here.

Either way, I live here.

Up close.
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—Ron Durham
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Annual MISSION Awards

The Trustees of MissioN have established an annual MISSION
AWARDS program. The purpose of the program is to encourage quality
writing on religious topics and to focus greater concern on the problem
of Christian relevance for our age. The awards will be open to all forms
of literature—essay, fiction, poetry, drama and critical analysis. The First
Prize of $150 will be awarded the author of the article selected by the
judges as the most outstanding among those published in MissioN dur-
ing the publication year July through June. Second and Third Prizes of
$100 and $50 respectively will be awarded the runners-up. AWARDS
recipients will be announced about mid-summer 1969.

Entries will be judged on the basis of their effectiveness in bringing
the Biblical message to bear powerfully and compassionately on the
realities of the present world. They must be consciously Biblical in the-
ology and show an understanding of the demands made on modern man
by Christianity. They should explore the Scriptures for truth with a sense
of discovery rather than to adduce prooftexts. Articles must strive to show
the relevance of Christianity to the predicament of man in the last third
of the Twentieth Century and display understanding of today’s cultural,
political, social and economic context. They should show originality and
creativity, and they will be judged on the basis of clarity of expression,
effectiveness of composition, audience appeal and appropriateness of style
in relation to subject matter.

A panel of distinguished judges will select the recipients of the first
annual AWARDS which will be made in the summer of 1969. This panel
includes: Dr. David Stewart, Executive Editor, Sweet Publishing Com-
pany; Professor Abraham Malherbe, Department of Bible and Religious
Education, Abilene Christian College; Professor James W. Culp, Depart-
ment of English, Texas Technological College; Mr. Dwain Evans, Minister,
West Islip, New York; and Mr. Allen Pettus, Editor, The Nashville Ten-
nessean Magazine.

Manuscripts for possible publication should be sent in double-spaced
typescript MissioN, Box 326, Oxford, Ohio 45056. MissioN trustees and
members of their families are not eligible.
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