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More miraculous sermons 

Dear Editors: 
In response to HGL 's editorial article on the need 
for preaching about the birth of Jesus Christ 
during the Christmas season, I agree that the 
topic is appropriate. However, not all preachers 
in the Church of Christ avoid it-I have heard a 
sermon on Christ's birth every December for the 
past 14 years in various Church of Christ congre­
gations. 

Joan B. Jones 
Coral Gables, Florida 

Dear Editors: 
The editorial in the December issue of MISSION 

was in my judgment overstated and pointless. It 
was overstated because it suggested that to hear 
a sermon on the birth of Christ around December 
25 would be something as unusual as the Incarna­
tion . In order to make such a statement, the writer 
would necessarily have to know what was being 
preached from our pulpits everywhere and then 
conclude that a sermon on the birth of Jesus 
near the end of the year would be almost un­
heard of. Since he does not have this knowledge, 
the article is an overstatement. 

It is pointless because I will preach on the 
birth of Chri st on December 25 or June 25, when 
I feel there is a need for doing so. So what is the 
point? . .. 

Jay Lockhart 
Tyler, Texas 
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For legal abortions 

Dear Editors: 
Since the question of whether an unborn baby 
has a soul (January, 1970) has not yet been 
answered, despite the diligent efforts of theolo­
gians over the past two thousand years, and since 
there is no reason to hope for a solution to this 
redoubtable problem within the next two mill en­
nia, and further, since there has been no divine 
revelation on the subject; we should, rather than 
hesitate or vacillate on the pressing issue of 
abortion because of a hopelessly unanswerable 
question, tum to more fruitful considerations to 
determine our response. 

These considerations would be the comparative 
effects on the women involved and society as a 
whole of permitting and forbidding abortion. 
For the women, surely the mental anguish of 
bearing a baby that is not wanted or cannot be 
supported or the dangers of an illegal abortion 
far overbalance any disadvantages of a legal 
abortion. For hundreds of doctors, the conflict 
between the law and their desire to help impor­
tunate women would be removed if abortion on 
request were legal. For a world facing the immi­
nent danger of over-population the benefit of 
abortion is obvious. 

Abstract theorizing on theological-metaphysical 
possibilities should never be allowed to obscure 
actual human suffering that can be relieved, if 
we only will. 

John Justice 
Taegu, Korea 
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Dear God, I'm a Critic 

Dear Father . . . As I bow before you today 
I confess to you that I am a Critic. 
I see more and more what is wrong in the world, 
In the church, in my friends . . . and 
I can't overlook it . .. as some do 
Nor can I forgive them . . . as you do 
I feel miserable that l'm so negative 
Help me ... 

Son, I'm glad you confessed this to me 

" 

I never asked you to be naive or blind about your world 
In fact . . . I gave you the insight to know the weaknesses 
. . . and see the hypocrisy 
But now let me remind you of the reason for this gift. 
It is you, my son, whom I send to them ... 
Show them my solutions . . . tell them they need not be phonies 
But always remember, son ... there was another Gift , 
So ... tell it like Jesus did! 

-Randy Becton 
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