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Obviously, if Lincoln was baptized secretly to avoid Mrs. Lincoln ' s 
wrath , she would not have known about it. And even though Warren's 
assessment of the situation echoed general sentiment, it was at least 
possible that Lincoln had indeed been baptized. Short of calling Weimer 
a liar , there was no real way to dispute his contention. The story was 
reprinted a number of times, often embellished as Murch' s account 
shows, 15 and evidently believed by a large number of Christians . 

Several people must have written Weimer asking for more details . 
Harley Patterson records his quest for additional information in the Winter 
1976 Discipliana. He wrote to Weimer in February of 1942, just a few 
days after the original letter appeared. Weimer answered, repeating the 
same basic facts published in the Christian Evangelist and the Christian 
Review. 16 

Recently, however, another letter of Weimer's has come to light. 
This one was written to Clyde 0. Summers on October 5, 1942, eight 
months after the original letter. 17 Currently housed in the Freed-Hardeman 
University Restoration Library, it reads as follows: 

The statement I have about the incident of John O' Kane 
baptizing Abe Lincoln is not something copied from a paper 
or book. 

When I lived in Eureka , Illinois, so my 2 boys could be 
in College, John O'Kane stayed with me and my family 
during a State convention . I asked him since he knew Lincoln 
very well, if he knew whether Abe Lincoln ever became a 
Christian. Then he said, "I am now going to tell you folks (I 
and wife and her father) all about the matter. I have kept it in 
my own memory because when he first had me to arrange to 
baptize him , his wife assumed a bitter resentment- that it 
would ruin their social status. So it was postponed for a while 
(IO days) ti II the ' storm ' was over. Then he and I took a 
buggy ride one day with a change of clothing under the seat. 
I then baptized him in a small river near Springfield , Ill. Of 
course, he became a member of the Church of Christ. But I 
have kept it a secret as far as humans are concerned on 

L· 
15 

Note the addition s in Murch 's account above: The baptism was at night; 
incoln slipped away to meet O' Kane; the Sangamon River is named. 

16 H 
197 arley Patterson." Abraham Lincoln 's Rel igion,'' Discipliana 36 (Winter 

6) 36-37. 
11G 

1942_ .M. Weimer. personal letter to Clyde 0. Summers Chicago. 5 October 
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account of his home condition. Now the possible people who 
might be hurt in their feelings are all or near dead. So, Bro. 
Weimer, I' II tell you three folks, but keep it a secret for some 
years so no storm can be suffered." 

We promised. Wife and her father lie in their grave in 
Eureka Cemetery . I, as far as I know, am the only living 
messenger of the noted incident . 

Took into Church 
10,037 . My sun is 
setting. I am almost 
86 years of age. 

w. 
Fortunately for historians (and perhaps unfortunately for G. M. 

Weimer) this letter offers enough additional information that at last 
Weimer ' s reliability as a witness can be examined. (I) Weimer was eighty­
five years old and at the sunset of his life when the letters were written. 
(2) The state convention where O' Kane supposedly revealed the secret 
information was in Eureka, Illinois. (3) Weimer was living in Eureka at the 
time so his two sons could attend college. (4) Even at the time of writing 
no one who could collaborate the story was still alive. 

John O'Kane died January 5, 1881. Weimer , as a postscript to the 
Summers letter , mentions that he was " almost 86 years of age ." He 
obviously, then, was eighty-five at the time of writing in 1942 ; he would 
have been only twenty-four years old at the time O ' Kane died - hardly old 
enough to have two boys in college! Furthermore , Weimer remembers the 
convention as being held in Eureka , Illinois . Four conventions were held 
in Eureka between the deaths of Abraham Lincoln and John O ' Kane: 1866, 
1874, 1876, and 1878. Since the last state convention that O ' Kane could 
have attended in Eureka was in 1878, Weimer ' s age at the time is pushed 
back three more years to twenty-one, barely old enough to have finished 
college himself. 

Since the Summers letter comes several months after Weimer's 
original letter (and presumably a fair amount of questioning) , Weimer 
anticipates one objection by stating that since his wife and her father are 
dead no one can back up his story . But what about the two college boys? 
Weimer admits his "sun is setting." Obviously by confusing incidents and 
conversations of his earlier days he has started a rumor that persists until 
now. 
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But this does not settle the matter of Lincoln's baptism . Both 
Warren, in Lincoln lore, 18 and Murch , in Christians Only, 19 mention 
another story, having Lincoln baptized in Virginia while he was President. 
Both are inclined, as would be expected, to disbelieve it, and Warren 
spends several paragraphs contrasting the account with that of Weimer's . 
As Warren points out, 20 this story can be traced to the January 21 , 1911, 
Christian Standard , in an item submitted by W. R. Lowe . 
The entire article ieads: 

W . H . Morris is one of the pioneers of the Restoration 
movement. He now lives in Eureka Springs , Ark. He is 
unable to do much work now , but his intellectual faculties 
seem to be unimpaired. He was well acquainted with A. Camp­
bell , Walter Scott , and many who were associated with them 
in the beginning of our great work for restoration . He has 
traveled and preached in most of the older States , from Maine 
to California . He was a soldier in the Union Army from 1861 
to 1865 and is a very interesting person to converse with . He 
told me that in 1862 , while his regiment was in Washington, 
or just across the river in Arlington Heights, he held a 
protracted meeting of about two weeks, during which he 
baptized many of the soldiers of his regiment. Mr . Lincoln 
and his Cabinet attended his meeting . Mr. Lincoln and 
Secretary Stanton attended nearly every night and, near the 
close of the meeting, Mr. Lincoln came to him and said, 
"Morris, do you think it necessary for every person to be 
baptized?" He replied: "It is not a matter of think-so with me! 
It is a matter of revelation . Jesus said , 'Go and teach all 
nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.' 'Go ye into all the world , and 
preach the gospel to every creature . He that believeth and is 
baptized sh al I be saved, but he that bel ieveth not shall be 
damned. ' And Peter , by the Holy Spirit , said, 'Repent , and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of your sins ."' When he had made these quotations 
from the old Book , Mr. Lincoln said: "Well, Morris , I look 
at this matter just as you do, and I intend to attend to it." 

18 Warren, " Lincoln and the Disciples. " 
19 Murch , Christians Only , 155. 
20 Warren , " L incoln and the Disciple s." 


