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— 32 —
congregation, and harmonized with similar conjectures
expressed in regard to the recent election of the preacher.

No matter by what reason they may have been actuated
in the premises, we find it difficult to see any way under
the existing conditions by which their course caa be justi-
fied. ’

The new method of procedure was to hava candidates
first nominated by a two-thirds vote of a meeting called
for nominations; then, after a delay of two weeks, to have
them elected by a two-thirds vote of a meeting called for
an election. Although the will of the congregation had
been twice expressed requiring a majority of the entire
membership of the church to decide all questions of this
kind, still without making any further effort to clear the
way for a different method of procedure, the leaders in this
movement called a meeting for nominations for officers in
accordance with the new arrangement. At this meeting
four persons were nominated for elders, and four others
for deacons. Among those nominated for elders were
Colin Campbell and Richard Hawley—Campbell nominating
Hawley and Hawley in turn mominating Campbell,

When the nominations were publicly announced on the
next Lord's day, Mr. Alexander Linn vigorously protested
against the whole proceeding, declaring that although he
was one of the four nominated for the eldership, still, rec-
ognizing the bond of the original agreement which had
never been rescinded, but which had been on a subsequent
occasion re-enacted, he would not under such circum-
stanceg give his consent to an election which arbitrarily
set agide this twice repeated expression of the will of the
congregation. Besides, if there had been no such agree-
ment, while he stood ready and willing to serve his breth-
ren {n any capacity for which he was qualified, yet he
could not see his way clear to accept a service to which he
might be elected by a less number than a majority of those
whom he was expected to serve; whereupon he withdrew
his name from the nominations.

Notwithstanding this very strong and pointed remon-
strance, the election was pushed through, resulting in the
election of Richard Hawley and Colin Campbell as elders,
and P. C. Gray, Maurice Marr, C. A, Lorman and Thomas






























—42-—

thus forestalling all opportunity for protest upon the part
of members who were vainly endeavoring to be beard.

Although these excluded members afterward sought
redress by protestations and appeals which even the By-
Laws which the church had adopted provided for, never-
theless to all such protests and appeals a deaf ear was
‘turned. When every measure of this kind had failed, then
the excluded members, with about thirty others who with-
drew and joined them, began to worship as an independent
congregation of disciples.

When the question was put to Mr. Berry why these
members could not be heard in their own defense.
the following reply was returned: “They have outlawed
themselves, and outlaws have no rights whatever.” We
make no comment on this reply further than to
note that among those to whom this language was
applied were Mrs. Helen Linn, the oldest member of the
church, and a woman of the highest respectability, and
of unimpeachable character; Philip C. Gray, a pioneer of
the reformation in Scotland before he came to this country,
and an elder in the church for thirty years previous to
this declaration; Charles A. Lorman, who had been elected
deacon at the same time Mr. Campbell had been elected
elder, but who, unlike Mr. Campbell, declined to serve be-
cause the election was, as he understood it, in contempt
of an agreement by which they were both alike bound;
Alexander Long, an intelligent man who had been a mem-
ber of the church for many years past, and Walter San-
derson, a deacon, and the only man involved who had
been elected to office by a majority of the congregation as
the original terms agreed on required.

When the question was asked what the flve women had
done to justify excision since they had not been conspicu-
ous in any of the proceedings in which the men partici-
pated, the reply was returned, “They were like poor dog
Tray, punished for being in bad company.” We pass this
declaration also without comment.

Previous to the*act of exclusion, Mr. Campbell entreated
these members to accept letters of dismissal so that they

might unite with iime other ciliriiatlon, and in thigess
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