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ESTO RATION 
EVIEW ~ 

The Restoration Mind ... 

RESTORATION AND REPENTANCE 

Tb, lamp of your bod,y ;, the eye. 
When you, eye1 tJre sound, you have 
light for your whole body; but when 
1hc eyes are bad, 'JOU aro ;1, darkness. 
Sc, to it then that the light you have 
;, not darkneu.-Luke 11:34-35 

Jesus came so that men might have 
sound eyes, which we rake to mean 
a dean conscience and a pure heart. 
If man's heart is right. then his 
whole life is full of light. The good 
life depends on a good heart. The 
old hymn that asks I, thy hear/ right 
with God? is asking if the eyes are 
sound. Psalms 37:31 describes the 
righteous man as .. The law of his 
God is in his heart, his steps do 
not falter," while Psalms 112:7 adds 
chat "Bad news shall have no terrors 
for him, because his heart is steadfast, 
trusting in the Lord." 

One does mx have ro be a human 
being for long without realizing what 
can happen to the heart. One ptophet 
assures us that "The heart is the 
most deceitful of all things, desperate• 
ly siclc; who can fathom it? (Jcr. 
17:9) The same prophet speolcs of 
the heart as evil, haughty, whorjsh, 
idolatrous, and revolting. He equates 
sin tO "the imagination of the bean" 
and describes the people's heart as 
"departing from the Lord." Jcr. 3:10 
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reveals that it is preteme that God 
hates, rhat be rejeaed Judah because 
she did not "reruro unto me with 
her whole bean." Again and again 
the Bible makes it dear that it is 
the heart that God wants circumcizcd. 
As Joel 2: 13 puts it: "Rend your 
heartS and not your garmencs." And 
so Paul writes: "1be true Jew is he 
who is such inwardly, and the true 
circumcision is of the heart." 

This is the idea of repentance. The 
penitent man has sound eyes, for his 
heatt is open unto the Lord. The eye 
is sinsle for it sincerely Sttlcs Gcxl, 
and it is stripped of aU sham and 
hypocrisy. The penitent man is real 
on the inside, whatever external forq1 

his religion may rake. Isa. 66: 2 speolcs 
of the penitent man when it says: 
'"The man I look to is a man down­
trodden and dimessed, one who re­
veres my words." God loves the 
broken heart, the contrite heart, the 
longing heart. This is repentance and 
repentance is the basis of rcStorarion. 
le is when rru:m realizes his broken• 
ness and his fragmentariness that God 
can reach our and restore him co Him• 
self. 

We err when we leave the im• 
pression that repentance means a 
chdnge of mind, for it means so much 
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Restoration. Maranatha.-FORCE (Freaks 
Organized for Restoring Christ Entirely) 
Jim Warner, 419 Probasco, Apt. 11, Cin• 
cinnati, Ohio 45220. 

I suppose one could say that I have a 
baptism to be baptized with and a cup 
of pain from which I· have to drink. I 
did not ask my Lord that I could sit on 
His right side or the left side in His 
glory, but I did ask Him to immerse me in 
His Holy Spirit that I might become a 
vessel fit for His use and for His glory. 
He honored that request and now my 
brethren demand that I deny Him.-Phy­
lene Pressley, Maricopa, Ca. 

From observations I made while in the 
pniversit! Center and at various meetings 
~n Nashville I am sure that the Holy Spirit 
1s on the verge of the greatest break­
through in modern times:-Jim Olive, 4103 
Gallatin Rd., Nashville 37216. 

A thousand Cries shatter Stillness of 
night. 
Are you my brother whom I can love, 
Or are you Another whom I must 
fight? 
You are different-my soul groans; 
My Spirit moans as though to say, 
"f cannot accept! 
Y 011 believe the Same another way." 
Prayer finds me in deep despair, 
Seeking, searching Depth somewhere. 
Then Truth in Love rings pure, 
I then declare, 
"My God is our God! 
Great or small, 
Our God is Father of us alL" 

-Winston Hamby, 
1312 W. Birch, 

Lovington, N. M. 88260 

........... 
We remind you that this journal is not published in July and 

August. So this September number is Vol. 13, No. 7, which follows 
the June issue, which was No. 6. This volume (1971) will be 
combined with volume 14 (1972) into a bound volume, having 
the tide The Restoration Mind. We do this for libraries and individuals 
who wish to have a library copy of this journal for permanent ref­
erence. Since only 500 copies will be available, you should file your 
request with us now. You will be billed when the book is mailed to 
you. 

We still have available all five of the volumes that we have bound 
into a book, with introduction, table of content, and dust jacket, all 
matching volumes. These are continuous since 1966. 3.00 each, 
We have a few copies of some of them, so you should order now if 
you are interested in a complete set. 

Despite high prices our subscription rate continues to be 1.00 
a year ( for 10 issues, monthly except July and August), but we are 
discontinuing the discount rate of 6 subs for 3.00. 
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The Restoration Mind ... 

RESTORATION AND REPENTANCE 

The lamp of your body is the eye. 
When your eyes are sound, you have 
light for your whole body; but when 
the eyes are bad, you are in darkness. 
See to it then that the light you have 
is not darkness.-Luke 11:34-35 

Jesus came so that men might have 
sound eyes, which we take to mean 
a clean conscience and a pure heart. 
If man's heart is right, then his 
whole life is full of light. The good 
life depends on a good heart. The 
old hymn that asks ls thy heart right 
with God? is asking if the eyes are 
sound. Psalms 3 7: 31 describes the 
righteous man as "The law of his 
God is in his heart, his steps do 
not falter," while Psalms 112:7 adds 
that "Bad news shall have no terrors 
for him, because his heart is steadfast, 
trusting in the Lord." 

One does not have to be a human 
being for long without realizing what 
can happen to the heart. One prophet 
assures us that "The heart is the 
most deceitful of all things, desperate­
ly sick; who can fathom it? (Jer. 
17: 9) The same prophet speaks of 
the heart as evil, haughty, whorish, 
idolatrous, and revolting. He equates 
sin to "the imagination of the heart" 
and describes the people's heart as 
"departing from the Lord." J er. 3: 10 
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reveals that it is pretense that God 
hates, that he rejected Judah because 
she did not "return unto me with 
her whole heart." Again and again 
the Bible makes it dear that it is 
the heart that God wants drcumcized. 
As Joel 2:13 puts it: "Rend yOUl' 

hearts and not your garments." And 
so Paul writes: "The true Jew is he 
who is such inwardly, and the true 
circumcision is of the heart." 

This is the idea of repentanee. The 
penitent man has sound eyes, for his 
heart is open unto the Lord. The eye 
is single for it sincerely seeks God, 
and it is stripped of all sham and 
hypocrisy. The penitent man is real 
on the inside, whatever external forl,ll 
his religion may take. Isa. 66:2 speaks 
of the penitent man when it says: 
"The man I look to is a man down­
trodden and distressed, one who re­
veres my words." God loves the 
broken heart, the contrite heart, the 
longing heart. This is repentance and 
repentance is the basis of restoration. 
It is when man realizes his broken­
ness and his fragmentariness that God 
can reach out and restore him to Him­
self. 

We err when we leave the im­
pression that repentance means a 
change of mind, for it means so much 
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more than this. Repentance means turn­
ing from sin just as faith means 
rurning to God. It means realizing one's 
own helplessness and relying upon 
God's grace. It involves an entire re­
orientation of the personality, a true 
restoration of man's life to God. It 
means that one becomes a part of the 
new humanity, a new person. 

Neither is repentance adequately de­
fined as sorrow for sin, for it implies 
a completely changed attirude toward 
sin and all of life. When Jesus is asked 
about the greatest commandment and 
answers with "Love your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, with 
all your mind, and with all your 
strength," he is talking about the 
penitent life. Love God with all your 
personality, with atl that you are! This 
is what it means to repent, to ex­
perience reformation, to be restored 
to God. 

There is an important sense in 
which repentance is to be viewed as 
a gift of God to the sinner, and 
not simply as the work of the one 
experiencing conversation. Acrs 5: 31 
refers to God granting repentance to 
Israel, while Aas 11:18 mentions that 
he gave repentance to the Gentiles. 
Rom. 2:4 says that it is God's kind­
ness that leads men to repent. 2 Tim. 
2:25 shows that it is God who leads 
men to repent and who shows them 
the truth. 

This is why a good case can be 
made for repentance preceding faith, 
that man must repent before he can 

believe. We find the heart of Jesus' 
preaching to be "Repent and believe 
the gospel," while Paul spoke of "re­
pentance toward God and faith in 
our Lord Jesus." The idea is that 
it is only the prepared heart, prepared 
by contriteness and brokenness, that 
can believe. Faith is not something 
that one turns on at will. Surely it is 
more than the acceptance of certain 
propositions. Faith is trust, an assur­
rance that penetrates deep inside one, 
a conviction that all is well with one's 
soul. The NEB does well to render 
Acts 20:21 as "repentance before 
God and trust in our Lord Jesus." 
Through repentance, the will to be 
restored, is man led to a life 
of trust. God gives this spirit to the 
one who really wants Him. 

Repentance can best be understood 
as a kind of life. This is the cry of 
John the Baptist at the outset, "Re­
pent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand." It is like saying, "Experi­
ence such a restoration to God as to 
become a new person, for God's reign 
is on the horizon." Surely John is 
saying more than Change your mind 
or Be sorry for your sin. He is inviting 
them ro enter upon a new life by 
yielding their hearts to Goel This 
is implied in Matt. 3: 11: "I baptize 
you in water unto repentance." He 
must be saying, "I immerse you into 
a new kind of life." 

The story of Zacchaeus shows us 
the nature of repentance. This little 
man was at first selfish and greedy, 
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and perhaps even unjust· in some of 
his dealings as superintendent of tax­
es. It is enough to say that he was 
not what he should have been before 
God, which is the story. with all 
of us. But meeting Jesus made all the 
difference in the world with Zac­
chaeus. We watch him with interest 
as he scales a tree in order to get 
a glimpse at the passing Jesus. Was 
it mere curiosity? The record tells 
us that "He was eager to see what 
Jesus looked like." He could have 
been back at the tax office shuffling 
his receipts or out harassing some 
poor soul for not paying his taxes 
on time. 

People like tax superintendents are 
not notorious for climbing trees in 
order to get a better view of Jesus. 
Usually such folk could not care less. 
While he still was not what God 
wanted him to be as he scampered up 
that tree, he was certainly drawing 
near to the kingdom. We might say 
that in that moment God began to 
give him repentance. There was an 
important relationship about the way 
Zacchaeus had come tO think about 
himself and what he had heard about 
Jesus. Taxes could wait. He wanted 
Jesus, or at least he thought he might 
want him. Then there is Jesus walking 
through the crowd of people, many no 
doubt curiosity seekers. Surely there 
is an important reason why he picks 
out the little man in the tree to speak 
to. Jesus knew the condition of his 
heart. He knew that repentance was 
on the burner of his heart simmering. 
And when Jesus spoke to him, calling 
him by name, wow! It was Zacchaeus' 
finest hour. Life would never be the 
same again. He had embarked upon 
the new humanity. 

It is the story of a changed man, 
a penitent man. Even in the face of 
those who despised him Zacchaeus 
says to Jesus: "Here and now, sir, I 
give half of my possessions to charity; 
and if I have cheated anyone, I am 
ready to repay him four times over." • 
This is more than sorrow for sin 
and change of will, however im­
portant these are. It is a case of a 
man being restored to God in body, 
soul and spirit. A revolution has OC· 

curred in a man's life. He is com­
pletely changed and made new. This 
is repentance. 

This is why repentance is not a 
once for all experience. It is not a 
step in some plan of salvation, as if 
it is done once for all, leaving one 
free to move on to the next step. Re­
pentance, like restoration, is a lifetime 
experience, for it involves our aims, 
attitudes, aspirations. Repentance is 
not necessarily fast. Thoughts toward 
God may have long brooded in the 
heart of Zacchaeus before that day 
he encountered Jesus, and they no 
doubt continued, deepening and ma­
ruring, long after. Repentance is like 
conversion, if indeed it is not the 
same, in that for the believer it is a 
never ending experience. The apostle 
Peter was converted long before Jesus 
turned toward the cross, and yet the 
Master says to him in Lk. 22:32: 
"When you are converted, strengthen 
your brothers." 

The continual experience of re­
pentance may be seen in both its 
positive and negative aspeas. Repent­
ance means ro rum to God, and yet 
one turns to God more and more as 
he lives in Him. This is why we say 
that repentance is a kind of life, a 
life that grows sweeter and richer with 
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the years. But repentance also means 
to turn from sin, and in turning from 
sin we come to hate it. There may 
be something wrong if in our Chris­
tian faith we are still attracted to sin, 
still really love it, even if we do 
manage to turn from it. When our 
penitent hearts grow stronger we will 
actually come to loath the sins that 
now allure us. The philosopher Mon­
taigne was talking about most of us 
when he said, explaining how kids 
should be reared: "Children should be 
taught to hate vice for its own texture, 
so that they will not only avoid it in 
action, but abominate it in their hearts 
-that the very thought of it may 
disgust them whatever form it takes." 

The penitent mind is therefore the 
restoration mind. The only Restoration 
Movement worth its salt is that of 
the individual who so yields to God's 
grace in his own personal life as to 
be restored to the beauty of soul that 
God intends for him. God does not 
view us as communities, congregations 
or movements as much as individuals. 
Jesus will look to you and call your 
name as he did Zacchaeus when you 
really want Jesus. You too can see 
what Jesus really looks like in your 
own life, and his image can be re­
flected in your own life. This is 
restoration. This is repentance.-the 
Editor 

HOW ABOUT THE PAID MINISTRY? 

In a recent meeting in the home of 
Bob and Mary Denney in Redondo 
Beach, California I had the honor of 
sitting with the venerable Jimmie 
Lovell, who lives in the same area. 
Jimmie, with his wife Vivian, are de­
lightful people to be around, and it 
is their kind who made this country 
great and who give us hope for the 
future of the church. As editor of 
Action and as promoter of missions 
around the world, Jimmie Lovell has 
done far more than any other man 
among us to motivate our people to 
share the gospel with the nations 
of the world. One of his favorite ex­
pressions is "Use me while I live," 
an attitude toward life that helps to 
explain his success in the business 
world as well as in religious endeavors. 
He is indeed a man of action, and he 
is ubiquitous along with it, having 
travelled upwards of two million miles 
by air alone. Now in his 70's and 

presumably retired, he continues to 
be what he has always been, an in­
spiration to all those whose lives he 
touches. 

Realizing that he is a man of vast 
experience in the life and work of 
the Church of Christ, I was eager 
to learn what he thought of the 
future, and especially his idea of what 
we should do today to make possible 
a better tomorrow. He emphasized 
the need of religion in the home, with 
parents teaching their children, and 
less stress on the Sunday School. But 
what impressed me the most was his 
answer to my question, What basic 
change would you make in the life 
of the church if it were within your 
power? He said that he would do 
away with all salaries in the church, 
allowing for the ministry to be car­
ried on by laymen or those who are 
self-supporting. He thought a move 
toward a mutual ministry rather than 
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a professional one would be a blessing 
to the church's future. He suggested 
that a professional ministry invites a 
secularism and a materialism that 
thwarts our spiritual energies and 
that a return to a shared ministry 
would draw upon the talents of many 
of our people that now go unused. 

That a brother of Jimmie Lovell's 
experience and background would 
make this kind of evaluation I found 
most engaging. All this he said to 
me, talking about the church of to­
morrow having no salaried ministry 
and exalting the potential of mutual 
ministry, with an apparent oblivious­
ness to the fact that I cultivated a 
notorious reputation in the Church 
of Christ for advocating the same 
views. It was as if he were making 
off-the-cuff remarks to some professor 
at Pepperdine rather than to one who 
had been hauled off to jail for con­
tending for the same sort of thing that 
he was saying. It struck me as odd, 
and yet it was reassuring for one of 
brother Lovell's stature to be making 
this kind of critical evaluation regard­
ing the church's future. 

A few days after this I was in the 
home of Louis and Bess Cochran in 
Nashville. Louis is known to our 
readers as the author of The Fool of 
God and Raccoon John Smith, and 
the two together are remembered as 
authors of Captives of the Word. It 
is less known among our people that 
Louis has written several other novels 
and that Bess is a writer in her own 
right. In our visit together the con­
versation somehow turned to the ques­
tion of the church and its ministry. 
Bess revealed that she had some rather 
strong conviaions along that line, add­
ing that she just might have to start 

her own church, said facetiously of 
course. That was an opener for the 
jesting Louie, who insisted that his 
wife would do very well indeed as the 
head of a new church! 

"What changes would you make, 
Bess, if you could make the church 
over your way?," I asked. She 
replied that first of all she 
would do away with the paid min­
istry. I asked her why she felt 
this way. As the daughter of 
a minister she recalled the old days 
when preachers were dedicated, 
studious, and hard working, giving 
Saturday nights for preparation for 
Sunday's sermon, all with only modest 
financial reward. Today it is different, 
she explained. Big salaries make 
preachers competitive for the richer 
churches. Preachers are more worldly 
than before, more concerned for 
things. On Saturday nights they are 
more likely to be out on the town 
than in devotional study. She told of 
an old minister who recounted to her 
that in his youth, when the preachers 
got together, they talked about the 
Lord's work; whereas now, when they 
get together, they talk about what 
salary the various churches pay. So, 
Bess thinks it just as well that we be 
good Campbellites and think in terms 
of having a mutual ministry that draws 
upon the talents of many rather than 
a professional one that for some rea­
son leads us more to the world than to 
God. 

Lou and Bess Cochran are Disciples, 
so their knowledge of our skirmishes 
in other wings of the Restoration 
Movement has to come second-hand. 
As historians of our Movement they 
are aware of the issues that have been 
discussed, but they can hardly be ex-
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pected to appreciate the ramifications 
of the ministry issue in the Churches 
of Christ. We do, after all, have 
several small groups of congregations 
that do not follow the minister system 
for conscience sake. With some of us 
it is such a crucial issue as to effect 
the validity of the church's ministry. 

It is interesting that in these two 
experiences, with Bess Cochran and 
Jimmie Lovell, doubts were expressed 
from responsible and representative 
thinkers from both the Disciples and 
the Church of Christ about a system 
that I have long adjudged to be the 
taproot of so many of our most 
serious problems. 

I realize that Bess and Jimmie were 
not suggesting that all our preachers 
be immediately fired or that there is 
something scriptually or inherently 
wrong with a paid ministry. They were 
saying no more than that out of their 
long years of experience in the church 
it is apparent that something is basical­
ly wrong and that it may be in our 
failure to restore to the church a true 
priesthood of all believers. But that 
is saying a great deal, and it is a 
matter that we should give serious 
consideration. 

Many tin1es through the years I have 
recommended a policy in respect to 

the paid ministry that I believe would 
go far in correcting the abuses of "the 
pastor system," and that is to sup­
port men financially only as they labor 
in ministering to people other than 
those who pay them. This means, of 
course, that I do believe in a paid 
ministry so long as the ministers are 
carrying the gospel to the lost and 
needy. Many an evil is averted if the 
minister is supported by people other 
than those to whom he preaches. What 

a difference it would make if each 
of our congregations resolved: we will 
gladty support men to ,preach the 
Word so long as they take it to others, 
but we will never pay a man to preach 
to us. 

This would restore to a church 
the scriptural function of elders, who 
are to be teaching pastors of the 
flock, and it would provide for the 
mutual ministry implied in the scrip­
tures. It would turn ministers out 
into the world as evangelists to work 
with weak churches or in mission 
fields. 

It should embarrass those of us in 
the Restoration Movement, supposed­
ly an effort to make all God's people 
ministers, that there are others who 
do so much more along these lines 
than we do. The Quakers are known 
for their goodness around the world, 
and yet they have no professional 
ministry. The Mormons have far­
flung missionary programs and their 
youth spend two years in special 
witness of their faith, all without any­
body being on the payroll. The Ply­
mouth Brethren have chapels all over 
the world, but none is ministered to 
by a professional. 

More significant than those doubts 
expressed by the likes of the brother 
and sister mentioned above is the 
misgivings of the younger generation 
in the church, who see most minis­
ters as products and preservers 
of an institutional system. Even the 
younger preachers are taking a second 
look at their "calling" as professional 
prayers and sermonizers, wondering 
if it is really scripturally, psychologi­
cally and socially valid. Some have al­
ready resolved to leave the system and 
make a living some other way, while 
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others, still in college; are determined 
not to be caught in that ecclesiastical 
trap that often makes men less than 
honest. 

Whether we should go on having 
a paid ministry is not so much the 
question as whether we are to have 
a valid and meaningful ministry. In 
E ph. 4: 11-13 Paul describes the minis­
terial function as being "to equip 

God's people for work in his service, 
to the building up of the body of 
Christ." The minister's work, then, 
is dearly to make ministers of others. 
He ministers himself out of a job, 
so to speak, and then moves on to 
others who need him. Gal 6:6 se~ 
to be saying that one who does that 
kind of work deserves to be re­
warded financially.-the Editor. 

.. I ..... l. 

Second in a Series ... 

SOME CHURCH OF CHRIST HEROES 

Faith was his greatest shield, 
Enthusiasm was his greatest weapon, 
Death his greatest victory. 
So reads a new stone on a new 

grave in a new cemetery behind a new 
meetinghouse for the Church of Christ 
in Grassy, near Arab, Alabama. The 
tribute in marble is especially signifi­
cant in that it was composed by an 
elder of a congregation in honor of a 
fellow elder, a brother who passed 
from this earth while he was doing 
what he loved most, teaching the 
Word to the congregation on Lord's 
Day. 

It has been nearly 2 5 years since 
I first met Oliver D. Stone. He then 
lived on a farm near the Grassy con­
gregation that he served as an elder. 
He was one of those hospitable men, 
along with his dear wife who survives 
him, who always had the preachers 
in his home who came to hold meet­
ings. These were significant occasions 
to him, for it gave him further op­
portunity to talk about the Bible. He 
loved the Word as few men do, and 
he delighted in entertaining new 
ideas. And he loved people, especial­
ly children. Nothing pleased him more 

than to go hiking or on a fishing trip 
with a bunch of kids, always talking 
about the Bible along the way. This 
had its effect upon the youth growing 
up in the congregation who came 
to love this man so deeply. It was a 
sad ordeal to send out the word to 
these kids, now with families of their 
own, that 0. D. Stone was gone. 
They knew that the trips back home 
to Grassy would never be the same 
without brother Stone up teaching the 
Bible. "He died while up teaching the 
Bible?," they would respond to their 
parents, "How else!" 

Oliver Stone was youth's kind of 
man: enthusiastic, hopeful, confiding, 
trusting, non-judgmental. And yet he 
was a man of substance. He was no 
phony, but plain Oliver Stone who 
lived and let live, and they loved him 
for it. I remember him as an example 
of Paul's words "Love believes all 
things," for he was this way almost 
to the point of being naive. Not only 
did he put the best, not the worst, 
interpretation on what someone did, 
giving him every benefit of the 
doubt, but he would go on believing 
when there was hardly any ground 
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left to believe. As a building contractor 
he often "lost" materials that some­
how managed to take on legs and 
walk away. When such items some­
times showed up in the possession 
of some of his workers, he would 
find someway to make an excuse 
for them. In this suspicious, distrust­
ing world his simple, gracious faith 
was indeed refreshing. 

But what I admire most about Oli­
ver Stone is the way he responded to 
the recent unity efforts among Church­
es of Christ, along with the changes 
in attitude and practice that this 
called for. When I first began to hold 
meetings in that part of Alabama, 
where I eventually conducted 2 5 or 
more through the years, everything 
was orthodox: Church of Christ doc­
trine, except that I supported Grassy 
in their determination to have a con­
gregation not dependent on the pastor 
system. I held meetings under tents, 
under brush arbors, in the open air, 
as well as in our church buildings. I 
rapped the sects rather hard and bap­
tized scores and scores of people. I 
continually issued the challenge that 
the Church of Christ is scriptural in 
name, doctrine and practice, and I 
had more fusses and debates with 
ignorant, undisciplined preachers than 
I could count on the fingers of both 
hands. 

That Oliver Stone could somehow 
endure the Leroy Garrett of those 
days, and then go on in his senior 
years to make the changes he did 
is surely a tribute to his openness. 
And he, along with his fell ow elders, 
led the Grassy congregation into this 
new freedom, so that now, even 
though he is gone, Grassy is a free 
church in the lord, willing to give 

any reasonable brother a fair hearing 
and any new idea a chance to prove 
itself. All through these years of 
change Grassy has left its pulpit 
open to all viewpoints, and they 
continue to invite "orthodox" and 
"unorthodox" alike to address them. 
Even now as they lay plans for a 
unity meeting they are eager that it 
be a love feast in which every partici­
pant is not only received with affec­
tion, but that every viewpoint be 
given a sympathetic hearing. 

Oliver Stone was a man who never 
grew too old to learn and to change. 
When it dawned on him what liberty 
in Jesus really means, and that the 
church of Christ on earth involves 
far more than what we had always 
thought, he was as joyously liberated 
as a man loosed from years of im­
prisonment in a dark cave. Once when 
I was back in Grassy brother Stone 
wanted me to go with him to call on 
the shut-ins, and he gladly included 
in the number some "brother Bap­
tists." He went on to call some of the 
non-Church of Christ ministers in 
the area brother. A few years earlier 
I would have gotten on ro him for 
that! But once Oliver's concept of 
brotherhood came closer to Jesus' con­
cept of the kingdom of God, he found 
brothers all across the country, and 
he fell in love with every one of 
them. Somehow, after all those years, 
he came up with brothers that I 
hadn't baptized! 

As James Ledbetter, once a fellow 
elder to Oliver, said in his lines of 
praise on marble, Oliver's greatest 
weapon was his enthusiasm. Not con­
tent that Grassy congregation hide 
itself in an old building back in the 
sticks, he campaigned for a new 
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brick strucmre out on the highway, 
and suggested that the church could 
have a large cemetery out back and 
help pay for the building by selling 
lots. It is all now a reality, with 
brother Stone living long enough to 
enjoy the new building and being 
among the first to be laid to rest 
in the new cemetery. 

Death his greatest victory. James is 
right here too, for all his life Oliver 
looked forward to the experience of 
death and to what he believed it leads 
to. He made his loved ones promise 
that in his last hours they would not 
allow physicians to give him any 
anesthetics so that he could enthusiasti­
cally drink deep of life's last great 
drama, death itself. 

Oliver's last years were difficult 
ones. Failures in business cost him 
everything he had, even his home. He 

had grown old and was left a poor 
man, though earlier he had accum­
mulated considerable wealth. Even the 
savings laid aside for his and his 
wife's declining years had to be sacri­
ficed. But somehow the lord strength­
ened him and even in those last years 
his enthusiasm was unabated. 

And the Lord granted Oliver's life­
time desire about death. He took him 
on a Sunday when no doctors or 
anesthetics were around. Oliver had 
opened the old Book before the con­
gregation and began to teach as he 
had for so many years. The Lord sent 
an angel to touch him gently on the 
shoulder and bid him home. He laid 
down on the floor of the meetinghouse 
and fell asleep in Jesus, and while he 
was at it he drank deeply and enthu­
siastically of this world's last great 
drama, death itself .-the Editor ............ 

MINI-MEETING DIARY 

It hardly seems possible that since 
beginning these mini-meetings early 
this year that I have already visited 
21 different places, with at least 12 
more scheduled before the year closes. 
This is possible only because I did 
not return to college teaching this 
fall, leaving me free to arrange visits 
on into the week rather than just 
on weekends. I am not yet sure 
whether I will return to teaching next 
fall or take an assignment with the 
government, if either; so I am con­
tinuing these meetings as if I had 
nothing else to do. I plan to get to 
them all, to everyone who invites 
me, sooner or later, regardless of other 
plans. 

A forthcoming visit to the west 
coast, my third this year, calls for 

the following schedule. Anyone is 
invited to attend these meetings if 
the name and address of the host is 
given. Some are with congregations, 
some with colleges, some in homes. 
You should write or call the host for 
further information. 

Eugene, Oregon (Nov. 10.11) Al­
bert Weeks, 501 Division #58, 
Eugene, Oregon 97402. 

Eureka, California (Nov. 12-14) 
Stanley McDaniel, College of the 
Redwoods, Eureka, Ca. 95501. 

Oakland, California (Nov. 15) 
Private meeting. 

San Bruno, California (Nov. 16) 
Charles Russell, 1860 Willow 
Way, San Bruno, Ca. 94066. 

Pomona, California (Nov. 17-18) 
Ruth Cassell, 536 Lincoln, Po-
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mona, Ca. 91760. Phone 714-
622-7303. 

Casa Grande, Arizona (Nov. 19-21) 
Lester LeMay, 317 E. 4th St., 
Casa Grande, Arizona 85222. 

One of my most interesting ex­
periences in recent weeks was a visit 
to Amarillo with those we call "the 
non-Sunday School Church of Christ." 
I had meetings both in homes and 
with congregations. For these people 
to invite me and to open at least one 
pulpit to me is in itself significant. 
More important than anything I might 
have said is the testimony that these 
dear brothers in the Lord are broaden­
ing their horizons and expanding 
their concerns for our larger brother­
hood. To have me around was risky, 
but they took the risk. Amarillo is 
sort of headquarters to these brethren, 
for here they not only have five sub­
stantial congregations, but also their 
Bible Training School, conducted by 
the venerable patriarch of the non­
class churches, G. B. Shelburne, Jr., 
and a great leader he is. It is also 
the home of two of their most re­
spected editors, Gene Shelburne of 
Christian Appeal and Baxter Loe of 
Gospel Tidings. Visiting with these 
men was most edifying. They have a 
lot to offer to the united congregation 
of Jesus' people, which will one day be 
a reality. 

Far from being the obsrurantists 
that they are accused of being, these 
people are progressive, intelligent and 
exciting. Baxter Loe had just returned 
from a trip around the world, visiting 
mission stations in Vietnam and In­
dia, and preaching in Israel and im­
mersing in the Arabian Sea. He is 
involved in such nitty-gritty issues as 
burial rights for believers in Bombay. 

While I was in Amarillo, another broth­
er Shelburne returned for a furlough 
from his mission to Malawi, Africa. 
While not long since their idea of 
mission work was to go to Abilene or 
Memphis and start a "loyal church," 
these brethren now stand so tall that 
they can see all the way around the 
world. And it is quite an experience 
to walk through some of their more 
substantial buildings, comparable to 
anyone else's, and see a large fellow­
ship hall, a suite of offices for the 
ministerial staff ( one Amarillo con­
gregation has three ministers! ) , but no 
classrooms. When one recalls that 
usually the classrooms are used but an 
hour a week anyhow, he is forced to 
conclude that it might not be such a 
bad idea after all-not to have them, 
that is! But these brethren find 
scriptttral reasons not to have them, 
reasons altogether plausible and 
reasonable. The time is coming, we 
have reason to believe, when this 
position will not be so significant to 
them as to any longer make it a test 
of Christian fellowship. In the mean­
time I find myself deeply in love with 
them, and I accept them as my full 
blood brothers in the Lord, classes or 
no classes. And I greatly admire them 
for stretching their minds and standing 
tall in this age of mediocrity. 

Perhaps I should tell also of im­
pressive experiences in Nashville, Balt­
imore, Arab, Alabama, Boone Terre, 
Missouri, and Terre Haute, Indiana, 
bur space forbids, except to say in all 
these places I met dedicated, devoted 
disciples who are really "turned on" 
for Jesus and who are eager to see 
His church truly become "the pillar 
and ground of the truth," with a new 
appreciation of what the truth might 
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mean. I can hardly wait for the 
spiritual explosion that surely awaits 
Nashville. 

The visit to Illinois was especially 
significant because of. its variety, il­
lustrating just how lines are being 
crossed these days. I first spoke to 
a large gathering of college youth 
at Little Galilee Christian Encamp­
ment, near Normal, on What is Jesus 
really like? The students were from 
several colleges and many religious 
backgrounds, but it was sponsored by 
the Independent Christian Churches in 
the area. They cottoned real well to 
the Jesus I saw in the scriptures. Next 
was a luncheon in Decatur, attended 
by some 30 brethren from several 
of our Restoration groups. I shared 
with them what I believe to be our 
greatest tasks in restoring unity to 
our divided ranks, the first of which 
is to make our people more sensitive 
to the urgency for unity and to cause 
them to see the sin of division. They 
made plans to continue such meetings 
together. 

The third session was in the home 
of John and Marion Pierce in Urbana, 
which is the parsonage of the Webber 
Street Church of Christ, John being 
minister to that Independent congre­
gation. John and Marion are angelic 
and make engaging hosts. That night 
they gathered a select group of 
preachers and others from our three 
major wings, and we had a fairly suc­
cessful meeting of minds in reference 
to the nature of unity, except that 
the Disciple minister thought that we 
were too insistent about immersion as 
the door to Christian fellowship. 

On Sunday in Illinois I had three 
major assignments, all in pulpits. One 
in an Independent Christian Church, 

one in a non-instrument Church of 
Christ, and one in a Church of Christ 
that had recently merged with a 
Christian Church. In Charleston I ad­
dressed the Central Christian Church 
on The Mystery of Religion, drawn 
from 1 Tim. 3:16. In the same t~wn 
that afternoon I participated in the 
dedication service for the new building 
of the Heritage Chapel Church of 
Christ, basing my remarks on early 
Restoration history, especially in refer­
ence to how our first meetinghouse, 
Brush Run, came to be, and how it 
should stand as a symbol of Christian 
unity throughout history. 

That evening I addressed the Em­
erson Street Church of Christ in 
Bloomington on the nature of Chris­
tian fellowship. This had special 
meaning to me since that congrega­
tion recently merged with the Sunset 
Christian Church of the same city. 
For a Church of Christ and a Christian 
Church to unite their efforts in this 
way is surely one way to undo our 
ugly history of division. In their 
deliberations together, which extended 
over three months and some 18 hours 
of discussion and prayer, they decided 
that the main reason for uniting 
should be to fulfill the Lord's prayer 
that his people be one. Both groups 
now use the building used by the 
Church of Christ, and that is the name 
retained. The presence of an organ 
in the newly formed congregation 
would mar the srory with some of 
our folk, but this was decided on only 
because it was a matter upon which 
there was no serious objection. But 
this surely goes down in our history 
as one of the first instances, if not 
the first, of a Church of Christ and 
Christian Church merging, and un-
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doubtedly the only instance in recent 
history of a Church of Christ assem­
bling one Sunday without the instru­
ment and tthe next Sunday with it. 
Interpret it as you will, we have to con­
cede that these folks in Bloomington 
are pioneers, and I love pioneers. I pre­
dict that there will be a lot of such 
merging and uniting before this gen­
eration passes away. 

Bob and Betty Duncan were my 
gracious hosts while in Bloomington. 
Bob is a professor at the state univer­
sity there, and they are both dear 
friends of many years. But my general 

host for the Illinois trip was James 
R. Ross, another longtime friend of 
premillennial Church of Christ back­
ground, who now labors as a campus 
minister, sponsored by the Christian 
Church. 

All this narrative about the Illinois 
experience indicates a lot of crossing 
of lines between our various parries. 
This may disturb some of our more 
staid breathem, but surely we can 
see that it is going to take more and 
more of this kind of thing if we 
overcome our divisive ways. God be 
praised!-the Editor 

REAL REASONS FOR DISUNITY 

JAMES ROBERT Ross 

Since the Campbells we have blamed Legalism in the first sense is the 
creeds, opinions, and errors in Chris- perverted gospel which Paul combats 
tian doctrine for Christendom's div- in the Galatian letter. His condem­
sions. And it is true that they have nation of a "different gospel, which 
contributed to division particularly by is not another gospel" (Gal 1:6, 7) 
helping co crystalize doctrinal disagree- has often been applied to various teach­
ments. However, they often are merely ings on baptism, the Lord's Supper, 
symptoms of the disease of division or the order of public worship. How­
rather than the real causes. It is the ever, in the context of Paul's letter 
purpose of this essay to examine some the "different gospel" is the teaching 
of the basic spiritual causes underlying that justification depends not only 
the disgraceful, divided state of the upon faith in Christ but upon drcum­
church. dsion and the commitment to the law 

In the first place, disunity is related which circumcision symbolizes ( Gal. 
to a legalistic view of salvation. Legal- 3:1,2, 11; 5:2-6). 
ism has a rather strict definition in Legalism, the judaizing heresy, was 
traditional theological conversation, viz. the greatest single cause of division 
the doctrine that one's relationship in the church in its infant years ac­
with God is based upon obedience to cording to the account we have in 
law-any law, whether in the Old Acts and from what we learn from 
Testament, New Testament or denom- the letters of Paul. Circumcision as 
inational creed and handbook. Some- such is no longer an issue in the 
times it is used to mean an acceptance church, but the position that legal 
of the authority of Seri pture, but that obedience is the foundation of our 
is not the case here. fellowship with God is still held and 
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unfortunately is extensively taught in 
the churches of Christ, and it is still 
a major divisive influence. 

Of course, no one openly preaches 
salvation by works. It works in a rather 
more subtle manner. It is said that God 
requires non-instrumental singing or 
weekly observance of the Lord's Sup­
per or an amillennial eschatology or 
individual, not congregational, sup­
port of orphans. If one is not obedient 
to these laws or doctrinal opinions, 
he is not a Christian. His salvation 
depends upon his keeping them or 
upon keeping some similar set of laws. 
The church must be split, if necessary, 
in order to keep itself pure of those 
who do not accept these laws as bind­
ing upon the Christian conscience. 

Unity can only be realized when 
Christians have a renewed appreciation 
of the biblical emphasis of salvation 
by grace. If God receives both me and 
my brother by grace through faith in 
Jesus Christ, then we are obligated to 
receive one another on the same basis, 
grace. Both of us can likely see the 
other's failings, and we will often dis­
agree on the precise application of 
God's will in our lives. But we can 
never use the other's weakness as a 
pretense for breaking fellowship 
(Rom. 14). 

A second fundamental reason for 
disunity is a confusion of Scripture 
and theology. A typical conversation 
with one of my brethren will illus­
trate this point. 

Me: "My position of this doctrine 
is thus and thus. Scriptures No. 1, 2, 
etc. seem to me to support this view." 

My Friend: "But the Bible plainly 
says: quote ... unquote (book, chap­
ter, and verse)." 

Me: "But I think you are misinter-

preting or misapplying that Scripture 
in this way, etc, etc." 

My Friend: "I am not interpreting 
at all. I simply speak where the Bible 
speaks. You are substituting interpre­
tation for the Bible. If you would just 
accept the Bible, you would see youi 
error." 

Me: "But I do believe the Bible." 
My Friend: "But you obviously don't 

believe, because you have just disagreed 
with what the Bible says." 

I confess that I have never won 
such an argument. Moreover, I doubt 
that Socrates, Paul the Apostle, Alex­
ander Campbell, or William Buckley 
could fare much better. You see, it is 
already assumed by my friend that his 
theology is equivalent with what the 
Bible says. If I disagree with him, I 
disagree with the Bible. My friend, in 
fact, does not believe that he has a 
theology which is stamped with the 
marks of his historical and ecclesiasti­
cal background. 

For reason of limitations of space 
I do not now belabor the point. I 
simply assume that the revelation of 
God in Christ witnessed by the apostles 
and prophets in Holy Writ is not iden­
tical with my apprehension of that 
revelation. On the other hand, one's 
theology is inevitably developed with 
other than purely biblical elements. 
We must not only seek a correct gram­
matical and historical understanding 
of the Bible, but we must also relate 
this understanding to our personal 
lives and integrate it with all of our 
experience. 

The idea that the Bible is the sole 
content of our theology is certainly 
not found in the Bible itself. There 
are many questions important to 
Christian faith which the Bible does 
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not answer or which it answers only 
in terms of a foreign historical and 
cultural situation. For example, how 
often should the Lord's Supper be ob­
served? The Bible nowhere gives a 
clear, definitive answer. The New 
Testament tells us that on one occa­
sion one group of Christians met to 
partake of the Lord's Supper on the 
first day of the week (Acts 20:7). 
It also says that other Christians "broke 
bread" daily from house to house 
(Acts 2 :46). Nowhere does it either 
lay down a law for Eucharistic observ­
ance or formulate a principle of ap­
proved apostolic example. All such 
laws and hermeneutical principles are 
products of our personal theological 
ingenuity. We must consider the whole 
data of Scripture including not only 
the references to instances of observ­
ance of the Eucharist but the apostolic 
emphasis on the passion of Christ, its 
central place in faith and preaching, 
and relate all of this to the tradition 
of weekly observance which can be 
traced into the second century. 

When we refuse to recognize the 
human, fallible elements in our partic­
ular style of Christian life, worship, 
and teaching, we tend to cut ourselves 
off from those who have developed 
different styles. One step toward unity 
is the humble recognition that we all 
stand under the judgment and the 
grace of God in Jesus Christ, whom 
we serve according to our best com­
prehension of his will. 

A third and perhaps the most fun­
damental cause of disunity is carnal 
pride and envy. In the I Corinthian 
letter, which is often quoted in con­
demnation of denominationalism and 
division, Paul tells us why such divi­
sions occur: "For whereas there is 

among you jealousy and strife, are you 
not carnal, do you not walk after the 
manner of men?" ( I Cor. 3: 3). 

The fallen, corrupt nature of man 
is the cause of disunity in the Church 
of Christ now as in the first century. 
One reason we have failed to see this 
is because we have often stressed the 
strictly personal virtues rather than 
the interpersonal and social virtues. 
Most of us hear frequent condemna­
tion of fornication, uncleanness, lascivi­
ousness, idolatry, sorcery, drunkenness, 
and revellings-and properly so since 
they are condemned in the New Testa­
ment as works of the flesh. But these 
seven works of the flesh fall into a 
more comprehensive list which also 
includes the following: "enmities, 
strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, divi­
sions, parties, envyings" ( Gal. 5: 19-
21). 

As far as quantity of words is con­
cerned, Paul devotes as much atten­
tion or more to the latter type of sin 
as to the first, not that any essential 
difference can be made. The point is 
that envy and party spirit are classi­
fied with fornication and drunken­
ness. And when we begin viewing 
divisions with the same horror as we 
now see drunken debauchery, we may 
hope for unity among God's people. 
And let us not underestimate the seri­
ousness of the problem. Paul plainly 
tells us "that they who practice such 
things ( such things as strife and divi­
sion) shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God" (Gal. 5:2lb). 

Some of my friends tell me that in 
matters of fellowship they wish to be 
on the "safe side." By this they mean 
that they consider it spiritually risky 
to receive others as brothers when 
they may not be truly accepted by 
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God as his children. I too wish to be 
on the safe side, but I have quite a 
different view of the risks involved 
in hyper-selectivity in matters of fel­
lowship. What I most fear is that I 
may mistakenly or through ignorance 
cut off one of my brethren from the 
body of Christ into which Christ has 
placed him. I greatly fear having to 
explain to my Lord how I happened 
so to judge one of his little ones. If 
at twilight a storm is brewing and 
several children, including my own 
along with others, are playing in the 
yard, I much prefer to invite them all 
into the house to share its warmth and 
shelter until definite identification can 
be made as to which children are my 
own. That would appear to be not only 
the "safe course" but the only sane 
and loving course. 

I have been accused of being wishy­
washy or uncommitted in my personal 
convictions when I openly seek to 

enjoy the fellowship of Christians who 
sing with a piano or who have a dif­
ferent theology of baptism. ( Actually 
I am afraid that I am rather dogmatic 
in my opinions.) The reason I wish to 
have fellowship with my brethren­
or rather, enjoy the fellowship created 
by the Spirit of God-is because of 
my deep conviction that it is vital to 
the Christian life. It is not an optional 
matter, a kind of silly flirtation. Not 
at all. If you are my brother, the Spirit 
of God has baptized us into one fami­
ly, and I must, if I would be faithful 
to the Spirit, deny my personal sec­
tarian jealousies in order to seek our 
mutual peace and growth in Christ. 

And this brings us to an excellent 
stopping point. The fruit of the Spirit 
-love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kind­
ness, goodness, meekness, self-control-

is in sharp contrast to the works of 
the flesh listed above. And if carnality 
causes disunity, only the Holy Spirit 
can produce unity. It is no accident 
that brethren who are doing the most 
to seek the peace of Zion are also 
reminding us of the importance of the 
Spirit filled, Spirit motivated life. Only 
as we come to a deep appreciation of 
the Spirit's presence in the church will 
we find the unity which He alone 
gives, a unity which we are enjoined 
to keep until we all attain to the unity 
of the faith (Eph. 4:3, 13).-Campus 
Minister, Eastern Illinois University, 
Box 172, Charleston, Illinois 61920. 

[ ___ R_E_A_o_ER_s_'_E_x_c_H_A_N_G_E __ :J 

Restoration Mind 

What did you think of the Apollo 15 
flight? There is surely a lot to learn from 
this wonderful universe that our Father 
has created! May the day not be too far 
removed when we shall be able to explore 
His bound revelation with the same eager­
ness and openness as we do His starlit 
creation. He most assuredly has blessed 
us with a curiosity that is not sated with 
answers, but rather one that finds in the 
answer the catalyst that demands an ever­
increasing search for greater understand­
ing. I would to God that we might find it 
possible to search His Word with a like 
eagerness and an insatiable desire to 
know, unfettered by the fear that truth 
will demand change.-]ames Ledbetter 
7622 Fleming Hills Dr., Huntsville Ala: 
bama. ' 

I get very angry and impatient when I 
think of how our Lord's church has been 
prostituted while in the guise of a vestal 
virgin. Sometimes I feel like screaming "Is 
there no purity, no innocence no ideals 
left on earth?" But so few -:Vould even 
hear me. Repentance is the kind of revolu­
tion this earth needs-total instantaneous 
body, soul, and spirit change NOW! Too 
many Christians have been sent into battle 
defenseless. I can see some spiritual wea­
pons in your journal. May God bless your 
enemies with the wisdom to seek the 
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