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Book Review:
ALL KINDS OF SPECIAL

What makes every day special for you? Mia shares her special items, and
her new fact is that she and her mom have a house with eleven windows
and five rooms. Their old apartment was very special, but the new place has
a mango tree. She props on her window each day, watching for mangos, and
has almost given up until she sees a ripe one. Now her new favorite fact is
that their tree made a mango. After waiting for it to ripen the rest of the
way in a brown paper sack, the first bite tastes, feels, smells, and looks like
summer. Now a problem arises. There are too many mangos to eat. A new
favorite fact: free mangos. Neighbors come over for mangos, provide
recipes, pick the fruit, and make new friends.

The digitally rendered illustrations provide additional enjoyment of this
book. Each object seems to have a different yet simple texture, which
provides some dimension to the story. The double-page spreads are full of
color and are balanced well. One example is when Mia picks the first mango.
The tree is large on the left page, spreading over to the right page, and the
reader is looking down at Mia reaching to pick from the tree while her mom
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holds onto her. Shadows are most noticeable on the pages that show the
neighbors enjoying the mangos and the company. The simple illustrations
and embedded text work well for reader enjoyment.


