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A LOOK AT HERALD OF TRUTH
As the Highland congregation takes steps to try to reach
100,000,000 persons with its Herald of Truth programs each
week , it might be good to take a .look backward and see what
has been accomplished so far.
The first nation-wide Herald of Truth program was a radio broadcast
over 85 American Broadcasting
Company stations on Feb. 10, 1952. James W. Nichols preached the first
sermon, entitled "The Churches
of Christ
Salute You." A
group of singers, directed by Leonard Burford of the College
congregation
of Abilene, sang several beautiful hymns .
Phil Kendrick, Jr., of Abilene introduced the program with
the familiar words "The churches of Christ salute you with
a Herald of Truth."
Sound, straight-forward,
well-prepared
sermons preached
in love , beautiful hymns sung a cappella by trained voices, and
Phil Kendrick's announcing - these are trademarks
of the
Herald of Truth radio programs
today that were in evidence
the first time the program went on the air .
Responses
to the program in the form of cards and letters came quickly. Someone has said that Highland expected only a few written responses after the first broadcast, instead received thousands.
The program moved along on radio until 1954, when the
elders of Highland decided to add telecasts to the Herald of
Truth. In May, 1954, Brother Nichols made 19 films and James
D. Willeford, who was also connected with the Herald of
Truth as a radio speaker from the first, made seven.
These 26 films have been in use since that time. More
than 100 TV stations in 34 states have shown them so far,
and the films continue to do good.
The titles of the films are as follows:
No. Sermon Title
Speaker
1
The Chain of Truth
James D. Willeford
2.
The Blind Men and the Elephant ...
James D. Willeford
3 Infant Sinners ....
.................... James D. Willeford
4
The Ideal Home ......... ....................
James D. Willeford
5 The Divine Rule of Salvation ..
James D. Willeford
6 Marriage and Divorce ......................,.. James D. Willeford
7 He Taketh Away the ;First
James D. Willeford
James Nichols
8 Reconciliation
.....................................,.
9 Foolishness of God ........................ ................... James Nichols
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

A Peculiar People ....................
................ James
Living to Die ....... ........................ ................... James
Looking to Jesus
..................... James
Dividing the Robe ............................
James
The Rich Fool ......................
James
The Power of the Cross .............
.... James
Making Christ Your Personal Savior ..... James
The Prodigal Son
...................... James
God Hath Spoken ....
.................... James
The Elder Brother
.......................... James
Am I Become Your Enemy . ..................... James
Noah
. .......................
James
How Shall We Escape
............................
James
Arguing with the Lord
............................
James
Witnesses of Faith .
...................... James
The Sower . ...........................
James
The Two Sons ...... ............
....................
James

46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67

Nichol8
Nichols
Nichols
Nichols
Nichols
Nichols
Nichols
Nichols
Nichols
Nichols
Nichols
Nichols
Nichols
Nichols
Nichols
Nichols
Nichols

Another milestone in the history of the Herald of Truth
came in the summer of 1957 when different congregations
began making films of their workship services to be used on
the program.
Thirty-nine
outstanding
churches
have performed this service, which has allowed viewers to watch New
Testament
worship in different
congregations
each Sunday
morning.
The addresses
No.
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

of the churches

34th and Memphis, Lubbock, Texas
7th and College, Mayfield, Ky.
119 Grove Ave. , San Antonio, Texas
15th and Deleware, Tulsa, Okla.
Ayers at Lawn view, Corpus Christi, Texas
3501 - 11 Avenue I, Ft. Worth, Texas
Old Hickory Blvd., Madison, Tenn .
433 South Highland, Memphis , Tenn.
10th and Rockford, ·Tulsa, Okla.
Church of Christ, Stephenville,
Texas
3400 East Admiral Place, Tulsa, Okla.
2900 S. Harvey, Okla. City 9, Okla .
2515 N. Geraldine, Okla. City 7, Okla.
1251 Vultee Blvd., Nashville, Tenn.
2229 Lyndon Ave., Chattanooga
5, Tenn.
1407 Fifth Avenue, Jasper, Ala .
320 Dix Rd., Jefferson
City, Mo.
ioth and Bell, Shawnee, Okla.
1201 Moberly Avenue , Longview, Texas
Freed-Hardeman
College, Henderson,
Tenn .
Abilene Christian College, Abilene, Texas
3014 Skillman Avenue, Dallas, Texas

These films · will continue in us;;, like the 26 mentioned
earlier, for an indefinite period. Plans call for about 20 more
films being made in this se'ries.
This year, 1959, has ooen one of important · decisions
for the elders of Highland. This spring they accepted an offer
from the Mutual Eroadcasting
System which resulted in more
than 100 new stations as outlets for the radio program.

are as follows:

Congregation
City
2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashville, Tenn.
108 Chapel Avenue, Nashville, Tenn.
900 Acklen Avenue, Nashville, Tenn.
10th and Broad, Wichita Falls, Texas
5421 Ringgold Road, Chattanooga
11, Tenn.
985 Ponce de Leon Avenue, NE, Atlanta, Georgia
3534 West End Avenue, Nashville, Te .nn.
2701 East Belknap St., Ft. Worth 11, Texas
Vine St. at Lindsay, Chattanooga, Tenn.
Union Avenue at Tucker, Memphis, Tenn.
4305 NE 28th Street, Ft. Worth, Texas
Center Avenue and Walnut Street, Dickson, Tenn.
3600 Dayton Blvd., Chattanooga
5, Tenn.
403 West Seventh St., Columbia, Tenn.
Morrison Road, McMinnville, Tenn.
4th and College Sts., Cordell, Okla.
Church of Christ, Pharr, Texas
1903 University, Austin, Texas
5th and Beechwood, Pittsburg 6, Pa.

The decision
program would
for the contract
the beginning in

to add Mutual stations meant that the radio
be heard coast-to-coast
over two networks,
with ABC has been renewed each year since
1952.

Speakers for the radio program · are Brother Willeford
· and E. R. Harper, who took Brother Nichols' place in 1954.
(Bro. Nichols, now with Fidelity Press as editor of the · Christian
Chronicle, is a member of Highland and continues to work
tirelessly for the program, although no longer a speaker.) Together, Brother Harper and Brother Willeford bring more than
70 years of evangelistic experience to the program, and they
receive commendations
from people of every walk of life for
th eir practical lessons.
One such commendation
came from a businessman
in the
North who was not a member of the church of Christ. With
his commendation
was a substantial
check. When a friend
of the program asked him . why he sent the check, he said:
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;

"I was riding with some friends in a car and we were
listening to the Herald of Truth. I told them I was going to
send the program $100 because its lessons are so down-toearth."
Another decision made this year was the one that called
for a new series of 26 films built around the experiences of a
preacher. The elders decided that the ideal man to build this
seri es around would be Batsell Barrett Baxter , minister of
Hillsboro Church of Christ in Nashville and head of the Bible
Department of David Lipscomb College.
The pilot 'film of this series has been completed and is
now being shown to congregations
around the country. Also,
a few statiqns have shown it already. (General release time for
the first film in the series is January.) Those who have seen
the pilot film have praised it highly, and the elders believ e that the new series will have great influence on the
whole country.
Highland is now working on plans to double the radio
stations and triple the TV stations carrying the Herald of
Truth. The present figures are 280 and 43, but if plans materialize they will be 600 and 150 (approximately).
Such an increase in outlets will call for a proportional
increase in the budget for the radio and television work. The
Highland elders estimate that $1,500,000 will be needed to
reach a potential audience of 100,00,000 persons weekly with
gospel broadcasts and telecasts.
This · fall the elders are trying to cont a'ct as many congregations and individuals as · possible with news of the plans for
next year. The elders hope that all who feel that the Herald
of Truth programs are expedient ways of reaching large numbers of .unsaved persons with the gospel will want to have a
part in supporting the programs.
Should you or your congregation
want to help in next
year's efforts, you should let the elders know now because
funds for 1960's budget are being raised now.
It is, of course, difficult to measure the amount of good
done by the broadcasts and telecasts so far. One estimate puts
the number of conversions directly influenced by preaching
heard on the programs at about 20,000. The actual figure might
be more or less, but in the opinion of the elders, the 20,000
is a good estimate.

Mission work in several countries and in parts of the
United States where the church of Christ is virtually unknown
has been strengthened
by the Herald of Truth . The church
(Continued
on Page 34)
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THE CHURCH THE PROPHETS SAW
ABC and MBS Networks
By E. R. HARPER
Radio Sermon

No. 401

October

4, 1959

. The most misunderstood
question in the religious wol'ld is
the "church that Jesus built . " In Matt. 16:18, the Lord said
"Thou art Peter and upon this rock, I will build my church
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever thou thalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."
It is thought by some that this is the first promise ever
made to build the cn.urch. That until this time Ch r ist had
intended only to set up his kingdom on earth. It is taught
that his plan to establish his kingdom failed because Israel
rejected him as king. Having now been rejected, he decided
to build the church; hence the church is a "substitute"
for
a plan that "failed;" that the church was not in the "original
plan and purpose of God" when he sent Christ to this earth.

This would mean of course that God is a weakling, not
able to fulfill hi s promises to ma n , which would dest ro y all
hopes of his ever being able to fulfill his plans of the future.
It also means that the "cross of Calvary" was not in the
original plan and purpose of God . This ·would eliminate the
cross and the blood of Christ from God's original purpose and
thus the salvation of manldnd would not have been contemplated in the "original plans and purposes of God." This true,
Christ did not come to earth to die on Calvary and shed his
blood for the sins of the world . Therefore, we are forced by this
to conclude that the salvation of man was not contemplated
in Christ's first advent to the world. If this be true , then
God's "failurA" to carry out "his original plan," has turned
out to the "salvation" of man; this true, man's salvation was
by accident.
Do we honestly believe that such a thing did happen?
That God wa s defeated; that the prophets prophesied falsely;
and the original plan of Christ's coming tq earth , had to be
"changed" and a "substitute
measur e" ina,il_gusrated? This is
what the modern theory of the "future reign of"Christ on earth"
would mean. As I pass from this to prove that God's promises
did NOT fail , I ask you this one question. If God could not
carry out his original plan at the first advent of Christ, How do
you know , and what proof do you have that he will be able
to make good his promise at the second coming of Christ?
DID THEY

FAIL

It now becomes my happy privilege

to show you that God's
promises die'. not fail; that the prophets did not prophecy
falsely; that the church we have today is, "what the prophets
Page 5
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saw" and is that institution about which they so proudly wrote:
that the church is not a "substitute for a plan that failed."
LET THE

PROPHETS

THE

PROPHETS

SAW
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SAW

SPEAK

In 2 Sam. 7:12-14, Nathan, in 1042 B. C. sal.d to David
"When thy days are fulfilled and thou shalt sleep with thy
fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed
out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall
buil d a HOUSE for my name and I will establish the throne
of his kingdom forever." Thi s "seed" is Christ , Gal. 3: 16.
No w, after the deatn / of David and before his resurrection,
God was going to "establish
his kingdom with Christ," and
Chris t , this seed was to "build a house for God 's name." Here
we have a " two- fold" prophecy;
of th e "k i!].gdom of Christ"
and th e "house of God ." Paul says in I Ti m . 3 : 15 the "house
of God is the church of th e living God." It is an unmistakable
truth therefore that the church is an "Old Testament promise"
but a "New Testament Institution ." Christ ,. this seed of David,
never built but one house for the Lord; THAT was the "Church"
as promised in Matt. 16 : 18. This -church is that "house" of
2 Sam. 7 : 12-14. If not, please t ell us what other "house" Christ
ever built for God's name?
la. 2: 1-2

In ' about 740 B. C. Isaiah saw the "kingdom and the church"
for h e said in Is. 2 : la2, "And it shall come to pass in the last
days , t hat the MOUNTAIN of the Lord's HOUSE shall be establi sh ed in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted
abov e the hills ; and all nations shall flow into it. And many
pe ople shall go and say , Come ye and let us go up to the
MOUNTAIN of the Lord , to the HOUSE OF THE GOD OF
J ACOB."
Here again the prophet saw the " two-fold" idea of the
"ki ng dom and the church". Mountain, here , represents
"governments,"
and th e " house of God" her e, is the "church." . So
740 years before Christ cam e to earth this prophet spoke of
the "house of .God", whi ch P aul calls the church . Now this
"mountain" ·and th is "house of God " were to be established
duri.n g the same time; th e "last days." _ Peter in Acts 2:17 ,
on Pentecost , aft er th e re su rrec tion of Christ , speaks of that
occas ion as the "last days;!' Pau l in Heb . 1: 1-2 says that God
"hath in· these LAST DAYS spo ken unt o us by His Son." One
th ing ce rtain : Th e days in which Pe te r and Paul lived were
the days of whi ch Isaiah spoke. The one thing now to prove
is, that , the Mt. of the Lo rd- the ldn gdom; and the House of
God-the
church , were bot h in exi st ence . duri ng th e days of
Peter an d Paul. T his dorie and the doctr ine of the "futur e
rei gn of Christ ·on thi s ear t h," fa lls apa r t
Agai n, in Mica h , 4: 1-2, Mica h giv es alm ost wor d for w or d
th e prop h ecy of Isaia h 2: 1-2. He foretells of the " Mt. of the
Lord" an d the "House of the God of Jacob ." He sets the date

for their establishment
as the "last days," as did Isaiah . We
now have Nathan saying to David that God would establlsh
his kingdom with David's seed as king, after David's death
and before his resurrection;
that David's seed would build
a house for God's naine; we have Isaiah and Micah both saying
the mountain of the Lord, his government,
and the house of
God-the
church, would be established in the "last days"; and
we have the word of the Lord saying the days in which Peter
and Paul lived were thE' last days. Question, Was this kingdom
in existence at the time of Peter and Paul? Was this "house
of God", this "church of Isaiah and Micah" established during
the days of these two apostlea ? If so, then the church of
their days was and is the fulfillment of the prophets of the
Old Testament and the church becomes a definite part of the
original plan and purpose l)f God. lf this be true, and it is, the
church is not an accident nor a substitute
for a plan that
failed. The Kingdom was not "postponed" and Christ will not
have to come back to earth to set up his kingdom as "King
on David's throne,'' for that kingdom, set up for David's seed;
that house for God's name, to be built by that seed : BOTH
were in existence during the days of Peter and Paul.
PROPHECIES

FULFILLED

That you may know these prophets did not make a mistake; that their prophecies did not fail , I now present to you
the unanswerable
truth, that both the kingdom and the church
have been in existence since the days of these apostles. In
Mark 1: 15 Christ having now come to this earth says , "The
time IS fulfilled and the KINGDOM of God IS at hand." Question, What time was "fulfilled"? What "kingdom was at hand"?
Tnere never had been but ONE kingdom promised and that
was the kingdom of 2 Sam. 7; Isa . 2; Micah 4; and Dan. 2: 44.
It was to be given to Christ . Hence the "time fulfilled" was
that spoken of by these prophets of God? If this be not the
kingdom of which they spoke, then please give me the prophecy
that tells of any other kingdom to be established
and given
to Christ?
In Matt. 3:2, John · the Baptist said , "Repent; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." What kingdom is at hand? Was
there another kingdom promised other than the one spoken
of by these proph ets? To ask that question is to al).swer it.
There was never but one promise and John and Christ both
say, the time of its fulfillment was at hand . That is , · it was
soon to become a living reality . Did John and Christ miss
the truth? Is it possible that Nathan, David, Isaiah, Micah,
John th e Baptist , and Christ all mis sed it? If they have been
mistaken you might as well close your eyes in sleep and
banish from your minds the slightest ray of hope of living
eternally in the presence of , God.
Premillennialism;
the future reign of Christ on earth
after his second coming, the establishing
of the Throne of
David with Christ as King at his second coming are all
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based upon false assumption,
that these prophecies
failed .
It they did not fail; if these prophets, John the Baptist and
Christ knew what they were saying, then that kingdom, of
2 Sam. 7; Isa. 2; Mi. 4; Matt. 3; and Mk. l, and Daniel 2: 44
has already come; is already set up; and Christ has been
reigning on David 's Throne for some two thousand years.
CHRIST

PROMISES

THE

KINGDOM

AND

CHURCH

When Christ had been on ear th for more than 30 years;
during his last year, just before his crucifixion, he promises
to "build his church" and to give to Peter the "keys of the
kingdom of he ave n" (Mt. 16 : 18-19.) I press the question,
kingdom of
What church? WhL.t kingdom? Is this another
which the Lord speaks? If so, where is there a prophet that
speaks of it in t erms showing it to be different to that of the
Throne of David? Did they prophesy of two different kingdoms? If so where? No, my friends, this church; this kingdom ,
this promise of Christ in Matt. 16: 18-19 is the fullfillment of
the Old Testament
promi ses to "establish
the Throne of
David" and for this seed, the Christ, to build an house for
God's name." IF this be not that kingdom, and that house,
please tell us of what it is the fulfillment? '
IT IS TRUE

NOW

Turn with me new to Acts chapter two. It is Pentecost.
The apostles begtn to speak as the Spirit gives them utterance,
Acts 2: 4. Peter tells t hem this is the fulfillment of the prophecy
of Joel 2: 28-29; Pet er quotes to them this very prophecy of
2 Sam. 7: 12-14 as being then fulfilled, declaring that Christ
was "raised (at that time) to sit upon the throne of David."
He announces the exaltation
of Christ at the right hand of
God and that he would sit there until his .foes become his
foot-stool , quoting Psalms 110:1-4 as having been at that time
fulfilled. Thus we have on this first Pentecost
after the resurr ectio n of Christ, the def inite fulfillment of God's promise
to David that he would set his, David's, seed upon his throne.
The kingdom of David was th en, at that time, set up in Jerusalem , and Christ had been raised to sit upon that throne
as king. This plac es David's Throne, which is Christ's Throne,
in heaven and not on earth. This being true, Christ will not
return to earth to set up his kingdo m, hut is now ruling and
reigning in heaven on David's throne. with his subjects here
on earth preparing for his return to take them home to dw ell
with him. (I Cor . 15 :24.)
The question now is, Ca n we find the "church-God's
house" also in Jerusalem
at this same time? If not, then I
am wronr. If so, my lesson today stands unanswerable.
The
record says in Acts 2: 47, "The Lord added to the church
daily such as should be sav ed ." And Acts 8: 1 reads, "And at
that time there was a great per secu tion against the CHURCH
which was AT JERUSALEM."
Both of these statements
were
made . in A. D. 33. I have th erefore found the "two fold ful-
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fillment" of the prophecies of the Old Testament. Just as the
prophet foretold of th e "establishing
of the kingdom of David
with Chrlst on the Throne" and Christ, David's seed, building
a "house for God's name;" just so. we have here in its fulfillment, namely , David's Throne , with Christ having been RAISED
to SIT on that Throne, Acts 2: 29-30; and Christ, David's seed,
adding the people that day to the "church-the
house of God ",
Acts 2:47; I Tim . 3:15. There can be no doubt that this IS
the "church the prophets saw"; and that it is the "kingdom"
spoken of by the prophets.
In Acts 8: 12 Philip is preaching
"the Kingdom of God
at Samaria" . Was the church also in Samaria at this same
time? Turn now with me to Acts 9: 31 and it says, "Then had
the churches
rest throughout
all Judea and Galilee, AND
SAMARIA and were edified." Ah, my friends, there can be
no doubt about the "two-fold fulfillment"
of the "two-fold
prophecies" concerning the "kingdom of Christ" and the "house
he should build for God's name ." For two thousand years they
both hav e been here. We thank God the Old Testament Prophets did not prophesy falsely; that their prophecies did not fail.
They came to pass and we have BOTH the "kingdom" and
the "church-the
house of God". If there is any doubt in your
minds that I am correct and that the kingdom upon which
Christ was to sit has been set up, I now read to you from
Col. 1: 13. PauJ, speaking of what God has done, says "Who
hath delivered-1 us from the power of darkness, and hath translated US INTO the KINGDOM of God's , dear Son." Who is
God's dear Son? It is Christ. There is no answer to this.
Here it definitely tells us whose kingdom it is they have in
They, at that time, had been
mind "in the New Testament.
"translated
into Christ's . kingdom", says Paul. What kingdom
is this? It is none other than the one promised to David in
2 Sam. 7: 12-14; Is. 2: 12; Mi. 4: 1-2; and Dan. 2: 44. If it be
another, find the prophecy that foretells of Christ's coming
to this earth for any other purpose? It isn't there. But you
ask, Brother Harper, can you also find the "church-the
house
of God" in Colossee at this time? I now read verse 18 of this
same chapter. "And he, (Christ) is the head of the body, the
CHURCH". Again in verse 24, Paul says, "fill up that which
is behind of the afflictions in my flesh for his body's sake,
WHICH IS THE CHURCH".
Yes, a thousand times yes , We have BOTH the "kingdom
of Christ" and the "church-the
House of God," in Colossee.
Again we find the "two-fold" fulfillment of the proi,hets. Yes,
the prophets, a thousand years beforehand
"saw the church"
and the "kingdom"
being established
at the same time, in
the same place, and with the same people. The kingdom of
Christ, with Christ on David's Throne, is here now and has
been since Pentecost. I close with this one last example. In
Rev. 1:9 John says, ."I John, who ALSO am you ,r brother and
companion in tribulation, AND IN the KINGDOM and patience
of Jesus Christ ," What kingdom is this John? It is the "king.
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dom of Jesus Christ". Friends, what kingdom was Pivmised
Christ? It was the "Throne of hi s father David" and that only
One may say, it is "God's Universal Throne" that Christ is
now on . I call for but one verse of the Old Testament prophets,
that told of a "universal thron e of God" upon which Christ
should sit as the "seed of David", which kin gdom and throne
differ from the Kingdom of 2 Sam. 7:12-14; Is. 2; Dan. 2:44;
and Mi. 4: 1-2. Find t he pr oph ecy that . foretells of C:hrist's
comin g t o di e, that he might be "raised to sit upon God's
Uriversal Throne" which thr on e is not that of the Old Testa·
m ent prophets . He was n eve r promis ed the "rei gn in God's
Universal Throne" if he would come to earth and die for the
sins of the world . It was on th e "Throne of his father David"
and Johu and Paul both de cla re they w er e in th e "kingdom
of Christ" and THAT kin g dom is none other than the "kin ~dom of David". This bein g tru e, Chri st fs now on David's Throne
and has been for ne arly two millinniums . Hen ce gone forever
is the thought th a t ,he will establish Davi d's Throne on earth,
at his second comin g. H e d eliv ers it up to God at his second
coming. 1 Cor. 15 : 24 . Th e abo ve is as unanswerable
as Gotl,
for it is the revelation of God .
Our final question here , is that of ;tll the others, Can I
find th e "church-the
house of God" present at this sam e
tim e of R ev. 1 : 9? Read just two vers es be low , in this sam e
chapt er and we have it ; "What thou seest, write in a book
and send it unto the SEVEN CHURCHES which are in Asia."
Yes, the prophets saw what we are today , Not what Wts
shall be after Christ comes again. They said the kingdom of
Davi d, with Christ h is seed, would be set up AFTER David's
dea th and BE !<'ORE his resurrecti on. This destroys the theory
t ha t the "ri ght eous will b e raised, THEN the kingdom will be
.,et up", for it is set up BEFORE Dav id is raised ; Isaiah and
Micah both sa id it woul d be in th e "l a st days" and Peter
and Paul declared the days in which they lived to be the
"last days" and BOTH of them preached the "kingdom of
Christ was at that time set up". Those prophets saw the "nouse
of God" built by Christ, David's seed, in existence at the same
time of the kingdo m , and Pet er and Paul declared the "Churchthe house OF GOD" was on e arth during the same time.
MEANING

OF EACH

Do you know WHY they both had to be in existence at
the same time? Here it is . The "church-God's
house", is the
"people called out of sin to serve God." That is what the
church is. The "kingdom is the government
that should rule
the peo!,lle called out of sins to serve God." They had to be,
therefore, the same people at the same time, and in the same
place. God did not leave his people without ,a form of government. That government
is the "kingdom foretold by these
prophets."
Isn't that simple? Yes, we are the "church the
prophets saw"; we are that "kingdom ot which they spake".

CHURCH

IN THE

ETERNAL

PURPOSE

OF GOD
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Are you a Jr.ember of th at church ? You enter both the .eamf'
way. From Acts 2 to Rev. 1, they all believed and all were
baptized dnd tl:1e Lord added them to the church and Paul and
John both declare they , together with these churches, were
all in the "kingdom of Christ. " If you will do Just what they
did, it will make you what it made them . May God bleaa you
and may you obey the will of your Master .

THE CHURCH IN THE ETERNAL
PURPOSE OF GOD
ABC and MBS Networks
By E. R. HARPER
Radio Sermon

No. 404

October

25, 1959

I were to ask the average man or woman who walks
the streets of our cities , Does a person have to be a member
of the church to be saved, the ll,llSwer would be, No . He would
tell me, the church does not save you: The church is not my
Saviour. He has been taught this and has come to believe
its implications,
therefore
mill ions are not going to church
services today and the church has lost its power for good
in the society of this nation. T he qu estion is not-Does
t ho
church save us, but the issue is-Of what is Christ the Saviour?
Hence I shall show you that the church is the saved of this
a confusion of religions, has lost
dispensation . ~otestantism,
most of its power because of its divided condition . If the Lord's
statement in Matthew 12:25-26 means anything when he said
"a house divided against itself sh all not stand," then the
people who profess to believe in the Lord must bring about
an answer to the Lord's prayer for "unity'; in John 17. He
pray ed that all who "believe on him through the apostles
word" should "be one ." Why? "That the world m ay believe
that thou hast sent me."
If

Christ knew the sin of division. He pronoun ced a curse
upon a house divided . He said it "shall not stand ." This div ided
condition of the religious world ·is contrary to the teaching
of Christ . There is positively no Bibl e justification for reli gious
division. Somewher e, someone has miss ed the truth. Th e Bible
cannot tea ch all these conflictin g do ctri1 es. Intellig ent men
know thi s and many of them, unwillin g to sear ch for an a nswer
to this situation, turn _ aw ay in di sgust and infid elit y is the
result. Chri st knew this and has command ed us to be "one
as he and the Father are one ." Deny this; laugh at this! turn
away from it if you wm. but it stands as a truth that is un1
deniable .
No bus iness man would be so foolish as to organize hls
establishment
upon the divided conditions that we accuse our
Lord of building his church. For a business to send out two
or three hundred different salesmen, giving each a different
story to -the same buyers, concerning the same product, would
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throw his business into bankruptcy.
Is it possible that our
Lord who came to save the world, would so operate his affairs
that 'it would cause all this religious confusion in the world,
with all these different religions, all claiming to come from
God? Paul says God is not the "author of confusion." I Cor.
14:33. Think this . over prayerfully!
WHAT

IS WRONG?

You are ready to , ask me, What is wrong? What is our
trouble? I believe it can be answered in one simple §.entence:
The world does not understand
"God's Eternal Purpose for
the Church." If men understood
the "Church In the Eternal
Purpose of God," they would not say such things as,. "you are
saved out of the church;" The "church is nonessential,,to
our
salvation":
That "or.e church is as good as another.
They
would know that man can't be saved out of the church \he
Lord built and that only the church he built holds any promise
to man. r' pray with you that you do not think hard o! me
for what I am saying, for, I have nothing against my friends
who differ with me. I know someone
is wrong; that Go~ is
not teaching me to preach one thing, and you to preach Just
the opposite. It is possible for two men to be wro~g about a
certain thing, but .it is impossible for both to be right, when
they contradict, the one the other, as we do in religion .. When
we are willing to be honest and frank enoug'!1 to . admit th!s
truth and begin trying to find out from the Bible Just who 1s
right it is then I have no fear, for we are preaching only the
truth of this book, the Bible. Man either has to }e in the
ch urch, to be saved , or he does not. If I teach he ~as to be
in the church to be saved" and ;011 tea.ell he does not h '.we
to be in the church to be saved," common intelligence is forced
to conclude that both of us just cannot be right.
THE

ETERNAL

PURPOSE

Paul in Eph. 3: 3-11 in speaking of the grace of God given
to him says, "By revelation
he ma.de known unto me the
mystery;
as I wrote afore in few words, whereby, when ye
read, ye may understand
my knowledge in the mystery of
Christ which in other ages was not made known unto the
sons ~f men, AS it is NOW revealed unto his holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit; THAT the Gentiles should be
fellow heirs, and of the same body (the church) and partakers
of his promise in Christ by the gospel."
Here we find what Paul calls the "mystery in other ages";
that is, before the church was established;
back during the
Law of Moses. What was that "mystery"? It is not "how men
are saved ." This "mystery that is now revealed" was that the
"Jew and Gentile" should be "fellowheirs";
of the "same body";
and "partakers
of the promise" in Christ, "by the gospel."
This being true, then the "body of Christ" which Paul calls
the "church" in Eph. 1: 22-23 is not an accident;
it is not a
substitute
for a plan that failed; it is the fulfilment of the
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plan God had in mind when he sent Christ to this earth to
die on Calvary. It is in this "body the church" that both were
to become "fellowheirs"
and "partakers
of the promise in
Christ by the gospel". This being true and it is; '"salvation"
to all men can only be enjoyed in this "body" w~ich body-the
churchwas a part of this "mystery"
of the "other ages'','
"now" .revealed in its fullness. This truth is as eternal as
God for it is his way of uniting both unto God in Christ, "by
the Cross".
Paul in explaining why he was called of God says, "That
I should preach the unsearchable
riches of Christ, and to
make all men see what is the fellowship of the MYSTERY,
which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God,
who created all things by Jesus Christ; To the intent that
N'OW unto the principalities
and powers in heavenly places
might l>e known by the CHURCH the manifold wisdom o! God,
according to the ETERNAL PURPOSE which he purposed in
Christ Jesus our Lord". (Eph. 3: 10-11.)
Friends, here we have my subject almost word for word.
Paul declares in this . letter that the "church" which was a
part of this "mystery now revealed", was in the mind of God
from the beginning; that it was a part of the "eternal purpose
of God" when he sent Christ to this world. One thing we now
know; Premillennialism
which teaches that God sent Christ
to set up an earthly kingdom only; which theory denies the
church was a part of the original plan and purpose of God.
That theory has been defeated
forever, for the apostle of
our Lord has declared the "church" to be a part of this "mystery in other ages". Paul says it was in the "mind of God
from the beginning";
and last that it was the "eternal purpose
of God" that "by the church", the "manifold wisdom of God"
should be made known "unto the world". We are forced to
conclude therefore,
that the church as well as the Kingdom
is the direct fulfillment of the "eternal purpos ·e of God" and
that he established the church that by it and in it, God's wisdom might be manifested
AND that both, "Jew and Gentile
should be fellowheirs in this one body-the
church". This true
we are forced to conclude that salvation to the entire world,
by Christ after his death, is in the church and that only.
We are now made to wonder why the Lord said in Matthew
16:18-19, "I will build my church and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it", if man doesn't have to be a member
of it? Why was he so determined
to build his church, IF it
is a nonessential
institution?
Why his determination
that the
"gates of hell shall not prevail against it", if it has no vital
place in the salvation of man? May I suggest that it might be
advantageous
to you and your family to investigate this lesson
today very seriously? Suppose you can't be saved out of the
church? Then what?
Since the Lord was determined

to "bulld

It"

since

It ts
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the .fulfillment
of the "eternal
purpose" of God in sending
Christ to earth; since Paul teaches that in it both Jew and
Gentile are to be "partakers
of the promise in Christ", do you
not think that you and yours should strive to find out just
how you may become members of this body-the
church, in
which an ·the world is reconciled unto God by Calvary?
THE

BLOOD-BOUGHT

IN THE

ETERNAL

PURPOSE
'

OF GOD
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nonessential
for his blo od was the purchase price. From this
we again see that the "eternal purpose of God" in building the
the church was that he might save the world for his own
·'blood bought possession".
Can you afford NOT to be part of
this church "bought by the blood of Christ", when you stand
before God at the judgment? I beg you to think this over.

POSSESSION

One is ready to say, ''But I am savei;t by the blood of
Christ and the church has nothing to do with my salvation."
Will you get your Bible and read with me Acts 20:28? Paul
says "Take heed therefore
unto yourselves,
and to all the
flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to
feed the CHURCH of God, which he PURCHIASED with his
own blood". Ladies and ge ntlemen : It is the CHURCH that
is bought with the BLOOD OF CHRIST. It is the CHURCH
that is the BLOOD BOUGHT POSSESSION OF CHRIST. That
is why you must be IN THE CHURCH to be SAVED by the
blood .
Peter says in I Peter 1: 18 "for as much as ye know that
ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things, as silver and
gold, from your vain conversation
received by tradition from
your fathers;
BUT by the PRECIOUS blood - of Christ, as of
a lamb without blemish and without spot" . Here we see plainly
that man lost, cannot, in any condition of his existence, be
saved or redeemed from his sins, by the payment of gold or
silver or any corruptible
thing, eve n though his "tradition"
may so teach. He is saved, red eemed only by the precious
blood of Christ . This should be fin al, for it came from Peter
to whom the Lord said "whatsoever
thou shalt bind on earth
shall be bound in l:).eaven". He forever bound on earth that
only the blood of Christ can redeem or free man from his
sins. Remember
Peter taught you that you cannot buy the
release of your loved ones from sin; you must bring them
to the blood of Chri st.
The question now is, how is man bought or saved by
the blood of Christ? rt is by becoming a member of his church,
for it is the CHURCH that is _ bought with his precious blood.
When you become a pa rt of this "blood bought possession of
Christ-the
church" it is t hen you are "redeem1;id from sin"
and "saved" by the blood of Christ" . Friends , suppose I have
$20,000. I purchase a house with this money as the Lord purchased the church. Tell me, how rlo I receive any benefit
from the money? I have to use the house. If I never lived
in it; if I never us ed it, I h a ve wasted my money. This, all
can see! Just so; if Christ ga ve his blood for the church-his
house, and the Bible says h e did; then man must get into
the church Jesus built to be among the number redeemed by
the blood . If this is not true then Christ wasted his blood
upon a "nonessential
house--the
church". To declare the church
ot our Lord nonessential
is the aame as declaring his blood

RECQNCILIATION,

EPH.

2:16

God's purpose in building his church is further understood
as we read Paul's letter to the church at Ephesus. In this letter
he teaches plainly that man can't be saved out of the church,
the body of Christ. I plead with you to listen prayerfully
to
Paul's letter. You can't afford to make a mistake for the
destiny of your soul and that of your family depends upon
knowing the truth about the church that Jesus built. In Eph.
2: 16 Paul teaches that Christ died "That he might reconcile
both-that
is Jew and Gentile--unto
God in ONE BODY by
the cro 3s, having slain the enmity thereby."
Not three hundred bodies; just one body and Paul says the body is the
church. We must conclude therefore
that Calvary and the
church are a part of the "eternal purpose of God" by which
he might reconcile all people unto God.
I know this is foreign to what you have been taught; but
when the Bible says "reconciliation
unto God by the cross"
is IN this ONE BODY, and that body IS the church, Eph.
1: 22-23, then it becomes an unanswerable
truth that man, who
is accountable unto God so long as he lives out of the churchthis body of Christ, is lost. The only person who can and
will be saved is the person "reconciled unto God by Calvary".
If you and your children die not reconciled unto God, I think
you know you have have to be lost. Since your Bible declares
in so many words that reconciliation
unto God is IN this ONE
BODY-the
church, it can mean but one thing, namely; the
"Church in the Eternal
Purpose of God" was planned that
all might he reconciled unto God, Eph. 2: 16. My friends, THIS
can't be answered,
for where "reconciliation
unto God by
Calvary" is found, there is where "salvation
is enjoyed" and
Paul says plainly that BOTH are "reconciled
unto God IN
ONE BODY" and that Body IS the church, Eph. 1: 22-23.
THE

HOUSE

OF GOD

This truth is further emphasized by Paul in I Tim. 3: 15
·where he teaches the "house of God", is the "church of the
living flod", the "pillar and the support of the truth". Paul,
WHAT is the CHURCH? It is the HOUSE OF THE LIVING
GOD. May I ask you my good friends, just WHAT IS a man's
HOUSE'? Is it the brick anti mortar that go into your building,
or is it your family? Here, whatever the HOUSE of God is,
THAT is what the CHURCH of the living God ts. If I can
prove to you that the term "house" in the Bible, when used as
it is here, refers to a man's family, Jhen I have once for all
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to be saved

one has

Somehow we must get the worlct to go back to the Bible
for .the instructions
concerning
these vital truths. There is
no place for prejudice in my heart when it is my soul and
that of my children that must stand before the judgment bar
of God. The Lord said, "yo u shall know the TRUTH and the
TRUTH shall make you FREE". Error, if you have accepted
it, though you may think it right ,· can never free you.
Let us now see what the term house" means in the · Bible .
In Acts 10 : 2 it says Cornelius "feared God with all his HOUSE".
In Acts 16 :32-33 we have the following expressions concerning
t he Jailer. It says "And they spake unto him the word of
the Lord and t o all tha t were in his house". After the Jailer
washed the ·stripes of God's men , and AFTER he and his
house-his
family, were baptized , the Bible says in verse 34
"He brought them into - his house, set meat before them, believing in God with all his HQ.USE". This "house" was called
"believers"
AFTER they were baptized";
and not BEFORE.
No infants here for all his house could "believe." In Heb. 11 : 7
it says, "Noah prep ared an ark to the saving of his house . "
Oli.r question is now answered . beyond all refutation. We
see from these scrip tur es a man's house is his family. Now a
man's family is compo sed of -his children. That being true
God's house in I Tim. 3: 15 which Paul calls the church, IS
.God's family and his family is composed of his children. We
are forced to co nc lud e, therefore. that man, who is accountable unto God, so long as he lives out of the church-God's
famil y, is lost. 'I'his has to be right. The very word itself
means th e "called out of the world to se rv e God". The church
IS the saved of this earth.
O.F THE

BODY -THE

RADIO

CHURCH

5:

Last J read to you Paul's state ment i,;i Eph.
23 where he
says Christ is the "Saviour of t he body." Paul says this "body
IS the church", , E ph. 1: 22-23. Since Christ built th _e church;
11ince he bought it with his .own blood; . since Paul teaches the
~hurch is · the -in stitution in · wh, ch both Jew and Gentile are
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ALASKA

I know you are being taught that man does not have to
be a member of the church that Jesus built to be saved, but
my good people if the "hous e of God" is his "family"-arid
that house IS the CHURCH, then the saved are in the church .
This being · true then you can't just fall down at your radio
to be saved. You will have to do wh atever is necessary to
become a part of the church of the Living God-his
house.
Now if Paul wrote the truth to Timothy, then no matter
family IS the CHURCH
what man may say, Go<l's house-his
of the living God. · Paul wrote this guided by the Holy Spirit.
It is time to surrender traditions
of the .cent uries past, and
for the sake of the child ren that are yours and those yet to
live, let us learn what the Bible DOES TEACH .

SAVIOUR

OF TRUTH

Anchorage --- - ---- - - KFQD
Fairbanks -- ---- --- -- KFRB
Sitka ------ --- - Wednesday

New

8:30 a.m.
9:00 p .m.

London __ _____ WNLC

6:35 p.m.
(EDT)

Torrington

--- - ----

WTOR

5:35 p.m.

(EDT)

ALABAMA
1:00 p .m,
Anniston
---- -- - ··- WHMA
1:30 p.m.
Auburn --------- -- WAUD
12:30
p.m.
Bay Minette -----WBCA
Birmingham
_______ WATV
8:30 •.m,
Clanton ,-----------WKLF
8:00 a.m.
Decatur -- ---- ----- - WAJF
4:35 p.m.
Decatur -- --- -----WMSL
Dothan ---- - ---- -- WOOF 12:30 p.m .
4:35 p .m.
Eufaula -----------WULA
8:30 a.m.
Flomaton ---- -----WTCB
4:00 p.m.
Florence -- - ---- - -- WOWL
1:00 p.m,
Foley ------------WHET
Sylacuaga ---- -- -- -- WFEB 4:35 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
Talladega - - -------WHTB
(Saturday)
Troy
-- --- --- - -- -- WTBF 4 :35 p .m .
Tuscaloosa --- - ----- - WNPT

ARIZONA
Bisbee
---- ---·--- - - KSUN
Flagstaff -----------KCLS
Show low -------KVWM
Sierra Vista ----- - -- KHFH
Coolidge ----------KCKX

9:00
8:00
1:30
1:30
8:00

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a .m .

KLCN
KAMD
KCCB
KFAY
KFSA
KBTM
KARK
KVSA
KDRS
KUOA

-ICWO
KGB

1:30 p.m.
7:05 a.m.
9:00 p.m.
4:35 p.m .
5:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m .
6:30
6 :00 p.m.

•.m.

7:35 a.m .
3:30 p.111•

3,30 ......
7:00 p.111.

3:30 p .m.
8:30 p.m.

.....

p.m.
p.m.

7:30 .....
6:35 p.m.
(EDT)

Albany -----------WALB
Bremen -- ---- ·----WWCC
Brunswick _________ WGIG
Carte rsville -- -- - --WBHF
Cord el e _------

- ---

WMJM

Fitzg er ald - - --- --G df fin -----------

WBHB
WKEU
WLAG
WLAQ
WTWA
WGOV

LaGrange

--- - -- - -

p,..,,,.,e

2:30 p.m.
8:30 .....
6:30 p.m .
6:35 p.m.
(EDT)
6:35 p.m.
(EDT)

7:35 a .m.
9:00 a.m.
7:15 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

IDAHO
Alb ion ---- - --- -- -- MVCC
KID
Idaho Falls ----------Nampa -- - --------- KFDX
Jerome ------------KART
Rupert --------- - - - KAYT

8:00 .....
1:30 p .m.
8:30 ......

ILLINOIS
WLS

1130 p.m.

WASK
WOCH
WAOV

9:35 .....
8:30 •.••

IN DIANA
Lafayette ---------Mt. Vernon -- -- --Vincennes
--------

4:35 p.m.

IOWA

gqLOflADO
Denver

p.a.

GEORGIA

Chicago -------------KPAY
KABC
KPRL
KOO
KVEC

2:30
8:30
5:30
2:00

8:30 a.m.

CALIFORNIA
Chico -------------Los Angeles -------Paso Robin --------San Francisco -------San Luis Obispo ---Stockton -----------San Diego -----------

Ga invesville -- -- --- WGGG
Jacksonville -------WPDQ
Miami ------------WMIE
Milton ------------WSRA
New Smyrna Beach __WSBB
Starke - ----- -----WRGR
Tampa -----------WSUN
W inter Haven --- ---WSIR

Thomson
Valdosta

ARKANSAS
Blytheville
__ ______
Camden ----- ---- -Corning -- -- ---- -- -Fayetteville
------ -Fort Smith --------Jonesboro
---- - -- - Little Rock - - ------McGehee --··- -- --- - Paragould
---------Siloain Springs ____ _

FLORIDA

JCOSI , 8:00 •.m.

Fort Doclga --------SiouJ! City ----------

KVFD 8:05 . a.m,
KSCJ 10:30 ,11,&

This list Is not 100% correct due to frequent changes.
All times are Sunday unless otherwise Indicated.
· Check ·your local · news:paper -or radio sta.tlon for times not fisted.
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KANSAS
Go od land -- - - - - - - -- KBLR
Salina ---- -------- -- KSAL

4:35 p.m. ·
7:35 a.m.
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Brookhaven
------Jackson ----------Laurel -----------Natchez ----------Vicksburg

---------

KENTUCKY

-----

Bowling Green
WKCT
Corb in ----- ------ - WCTT
Danville ----------- WHIR
Hopkinsville
------ WKOA
Mad isonville -- - -- - WFMW
\
Mayfield
-------- - WKTM
Maysville --- --- ---- WFTM
WPAD
Paducah ----------Paintsville
----- ---- WSIP
Pikeville
---------- WPKE
Somerset --- ---- --- WSFC

1:30
4:35
4:35
7:15

p.m .
p .m .
p.m .
e.m.

2:30
4:35
8:30
4:35
9:05
4:35

p .m.
p .m .
a.m.
p .m.
p.m.
p .m.

--- ------------------Shreveport --------Winnfield ---------Monroe

WIKC
4:35 p.m.
KMLB 10:00 p.m.
KRMD 1:30 p.m.
KVOL
8:00 a.m.

MAINE

------ ----

Augusta
Bidd efor d

--- - - - - - - -

WFAU
WIDE

Houl ton

----------

WABM

Presque

Isle

WAGM

6:35 p .m.
(EDT)
6:35 p.m.
(EDT)
6 :35 p.m .
(EDT)
6 :35 p .m.
(EDT)

Giradeau
Kansas City
Roll a - - -- --- - - -- - - Salem ------------Springfield
---- - -St. Joseph - - -- - --- -

p.m .
p.m.
.p.m.
p.m.
p .m.

KSMO
KWTO
KRES

8:30 p .m.
8:30 ••••
1:00 p.m.
8:30 .....
1:30 p .m.
6:35 p.m.

KANA
KBMN

8:05 .....
7:45 a.m.

MONTANA

------------------

Anaconda

Kearney ------ ---- - KGFW
Omaha - ------- --- KOWH
Scott sbluff ------- -- KNEB

Hagerstown

--------

WJEJ

2:30 p.m.

MASSACHUSETTS
Boston -----------WTAO
Fitchburg ------- --- WEIM
Lowell-Lawrence
-- --·-----

--------

WLLH
WARE

2:30 p .m.
6:35 p.m .
(EDT)
6:35 p.m.
(EDT)
6:35 p .m.
(EDT)

KSVP
KWEN
KRTN
KCHS

---------

5:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
6:30 p .m.

l!vel.eth ----------MHkato
----------Montevideo
--------

WEVE

4:35 p.m.
ICTO! 6:30 p.a.

OMA

--------- WBBB
.Durh•m
-----------WTIIC
F-vetteville ---------WFLI
Fuqu•y

Springs

Gastonia
GrNnsboro
Hendersonville
Lenoir

........

Roanoke

WGLC .

-------- WAIG

RADIO
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DAKOTA

Devils Lake __ ______ KDLR
Fargo - -----------KXGO
Grand Forks -------Kl LO
Valley City - - ----KOVC

4:35 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

OHIO

i

'

Ironton

- - --- - -----

WIRO

Marietta

- - -- - - - - --

WMOA

Toledo

----

WFVG

-------

WGBG
____ __ WHKP
------------- WJRt
WSYD

---- WCIT
--------- WIAT

hplcl1

----------

--

WSPD

6:35 p.m.
(EDT)
6:35 p.m.
(EDT)
9:30 a.m.

OKLAHOMA
Ardmore
---------Enid -------- - ----Lawton ---- -- ----Poteau ·· - - - - -- --- - T&tlsa ------------Wewoka
- - - - --- - - -

Por tland
Coquille

KVSO
KCRC
KSWO
KLCO
KTUL
KWSH

1:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
9 :00 p.m.

KWJJ
KWRO

3:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

WCOJ
KCVI
WCRO
WAKU

5 :30 p .m.

8:30 a.m.

Coatesville
- - -- -- -Connellsville
- - - - --Johnstown
-------Latrobe - ----------

Phillipsburg
-------WPHB
State College __ ___ WMAJ
St. Mary's --- - - - -- - WKBI
Tyrone-Altoona
---- - WTRN
Washington
-- - - - - -- WJPA
Wellsboro -- ---- -- -- WNBT
Wilkes-Barre

RHODE
SOUTH

6:35 p.m .
(EDT)
1:30 p .m.
2:30 p.a.
6 :35 p.m.
(EDT)
1:30 p ....
2:30 p.a.
6:35 p.,a.
(EDT)
6:35
(EDT)
6:U p .m.
(IDT)
1il0 p.a.

P·""

----- - ---------------

PENNSYLVANIA

Westerly

CAROLINA

Mt. Al,Y---- ~------

MISSISSIPPI

p .m .
p .m.
p .m .
p .m .

WLEA

--------- WGNC

MINNESOTA

6 :35
4:35
4:30
4:35

6:35 p .m.
(EDT)
6:35 p.m .
Horsehead-Elmira Hgts. WEHH
(EDT)
Malone
---- ------ - WICY 6 :35 p.m.
(EDT)
7:00 p.m.
Massena -------- -- WMSA
(Saturday)
2:30 p .m.
New York City ____ _WABC
Ogdensburg
-------- WELB ·6:35 p.m.
(EDT)
Rochester ---------WVET 10:30 ....

---- --------

Burlington

Detroit -----------WXYZ
E1caneba ----- ----- WDBC
WBBC
Flint - - - -- - - - - - - --Ludlagton
WKLA
Muskegon --------- WKBZ:

8:00 a.m .

YORK

NORTH

MICHIGAN

NORTH
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OREGON

Artesia
---- --- ---- Hobbs - ----------Raton -------------Truth or Consequences

NEW

8:05 a.m .

MEXICO

Hornell

MARYLAND

HERALD

Sumter

WFIG

Sumte r - -- - - --- --- Walterboro _________

WSSC
WALD

SOUTH

----- KFVS
------- KCMO
KTTR

Cape

NEW

Centervllle
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reconciled unto God by the cross; since it is in this body
they both become "fellowheirs"
and "partakers
of the promise
in Christ by the gospel " ; sin ce the church is the "house of
God-his
family-his
children : since , the church was in the
"Eternal Purpose of God" that by the "church the manifold
wisdom of God might be made known to all the world"; and
since Paul declares Christ is the "Saviour of this body-the
church" , do you not think this subject is of vital importance
to you and your family? J<Jv
e ry one of the a bov e statements
I have read to you today ·are from your Bible. The Bible is
our only guide from earth to th e judgment . It is divinely
inspired .
Will you not do what they did in the days of the apostles
to be added to this church by our Lord? Paul says "For by one
Spirit are we all baptized INTO ONE BODY", . I Cor . 12:13.
Every account of the church in the Bible where it is given
in detailed form shows they had the gospel preached to them;
they believed it, and were baptized. That baptized group in
every city WAS the SAVED of that city and no one else . May
God bles s you and keep you and may you and yours obey the
gospel and let the Lord add you to his church. He will not
make a mistake for he built it. He knows which one, for the
church was in the "Eternal Purpose of God" that by it and
in it both Jew and Gentil e might be "Reconciled
unto God
by the Cross".

MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHURCH CHRIST
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SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT
Receipts
.................................................................................... $55,797.88
Expenditures
................................................................:............. 37,052.96
Receipts
Exceed Expenditures
........................................ $18,744.92
As soon as our offices are caught .up, fu .11 financial
stateeach month.
ments will be published

It you are interested
in having a part in supporting the
Herald of . Truth in 1960, now is the time to let the elders at
Highland know. Write them at Highland
Church of Christ, ·
Box 1858, Abilene, .Texas.

·Radio Ser-mon No. 403

October

18, 1959

If r we re to ask the average man I meet if he were a
member of the church our Savior built (Mt. 16:18), the answer would be , " Mr . Harper, there is no way to know which
church IS the church our Saviour built. " The usual · question
is, of what " branch of the church are you a member." Now
when this question is asked, men begin to tell you they are
members of this denom ination or that , claiming all these denominations
as "branches of the church the Lord built." · The
common conception of the church the .Lord built is that, "all
these diff erent denominations"
make up the "on e body , or
churc h, " of Mt. 16 : 18 and Eph. 2 : 16. The excuse given for
having so many different denominations
is that no one can
tell which church is the church Chr ist established . Since therefore n o one can know which church that is, they argue we
have all · t hese variou s denominations
as branches
of this
churc h, an d th ey make up this "one body--one church."

Now my , fr ien d s

l_lave , no dispos ition to wound the feel-
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i116 s of you

who have been so good to listen to our programs
ttlJ these
many months and yearR hut will you let me discuss
r.his question with you from my heart. knowing I am doing
so becam ;e I love you, and I am anxious for you to see what
we know to he the truth '? May I ask you some questions based
upou the promise made by our Saviour in •Matt. ·16: 18, where
lie says. " Thou art Peter and upon this rock I WILL BUILD
MY CHURCH." Our first question is, Did the Lord build that
(:hurch? Did he mak e good his promise?
We all know he
did for we re a d of that church all through our New Testament.
My n ext question is, !lid he FAIL to tell us HOW we could
become memb ers of THIS church?
(1 l Did Christ
"give himself for the church?;
t2) did he become the "Saviour
of the
bod y-the
church";
(3) has he "sanctified
and cleansed
the
church", Eph . 5: 23-26,; ( 4) did he "purchase
it with his own
hlocd," ,\ets 20: 28; (5) did he beco me the "head of the
drnrch",
EIJh. 1 :22-23; (6) did h e become the "foundation
of
the church", I Cor. 3:11; ('7) has he chosen the church to be
"the bride of Christ", Rev. 21:!l; (8) h ave the "spirit and the
bride-the
church" invited whosoever will to come , Rev. 22: 17;
(9) and is Christ coming back to present
this CHURCH to himself as a "glorious church, not having spot' or wrinkle", Eph.
5: 27; :rnd then FORGOT to tell us how we may become members of this ehurch?
My good people do you really think Christ would do us
that way? Do you believe Christ built the church, became its
Saviour, bought it with his blood, had his Bride-the
church
to "invite whosoever
will to come", sanetified
it and cleansed
it , getting it ready for his return , and then failed in the most
important
part of it all; TO 'l'ELL US HOW WE KNOW BEYOND ALL DOUBT WHEN WE HAVE BECOME MEMBERS
OF THE CHURCH HE BUILT?
My next question is, How did he expect people to become
members of this church IF h e FORGOT to tell us HOW we
may KNOW BEYOND ALL DOUBT when we have become
members of HIS CHURCH and not some SUBSTITUTE?
You
will rem em ber Christ said in Matt. 15: 13, "Every plant my
heavenly Father hath not planted ;;hall be ROOTED up". Again
the Psalmist
said in Psalms,
127 : 1, "E,xcept the Lord build
the house, they labour in vain that build it". These truths
of warning in the Bible point out to us the seriousness
of
knowing that what we are in IS what the Lord built. If every
plant our heavenly
Father
hath not planted shall be rooted
up"; if the "Lord and Him only. must build the house", else
we labour in vain, isn't it time to begin asking ourselves the
question. Did the Lord build the house_:_the church-of
which
r am a memb er ? This question becomes the most vital question of all time to every accountable
soul. You MUST NOT
make a mistake and get into something the Lord did not build.
That there will be false religions
arise to confuse the
world cannot be denied. Paul wrote Timothy saying in 2 Tim.
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4: 3, that the "time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine;
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers having itching ears; and they shall turn away
their ears from the truth and &hall be turned into fables". Paul
says to the elders of the church at Ephesus
in Acts 20: 29,
"For I KNOW this, that after my departing
shall grievous
wolves enter among you, not sparing the flock, also of your
own selves shall men arise. speaking perverse things, to draw
away nisciples after them". When Paul wrote to the church
in Thessalonica
about the second coming of Christ he said
in 2 Thess. 2: 3-4, "Let no man deceive you by any means, for
that day shall not come except there come a FALLING AW A Y
FIRST, and the man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition".
Now notice his description
of this character
that is called this
"man of sin-this
son of perdition".
Paul says, he "opposeth
and EXALTETH
himself above all that is called God, or that
is worshipped;
so that he as God sitteth in the TEMPLE of
God, sbewing himself that He is God." Now any church who
allows her . men to be referred
to in any manner as God, or
"Lord God, our Father, etc.", cannot be the church of which
Paul was a member.
Again in this same chapter
he says, "For the mystery
of iniquity doth already work, and then shall that Wicked be
revealed,
whom the Lord shall consume
with the spirit of
his mouth and shall destroy with the brightness
of his coming: even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan
with all power and signs and lying wonders,
and with all
deceivableness
of unrighteousness
in them that perish;
because they received not the LOVE of the TRUTH, that they
might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong
delusions, that they should believe a lie; that they all might
be damned who believed not the truth , but had pleasure
in
unrighteousness".
This is a false religion that should arise;
it was already
at that time sowing its seeds but its time
bad not yet come said Paul in verse 7. This religion would
bave one to sit, in what they called the "temple" or "church
of the Lord", and have the people ascribe unto him the attributes
of God and exalt himself as such among the people
on earth.
This religion
would claim to perform
miracles,
would come with all power and signs and wonders" and with
such "deceivableness
of unrighteousness"
would deceive the
people, causing them to hate the truth of God. Paul says
,if such, "The Lord shall consume him with the spirit of his
i-,,outh at his coming."
Now I know this is not the church of which I am a member for we do not claim such power nor do we have any man
sitting over the ehurches of Christ on earth claiming for himself to be God Incarnate;
or having us call him "Lord God
cur · Father". We accept but one Father and that is our God,
Mt. 23:!l. We own but one head and that is Christ our Lord,
Eph. 1: 22-23. So when religions
come to you today claiming
tu be this one church of which the Bible talks and they teach
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the above you had better know if that church · ls what Paul
"warned you against",
here. I know there will be false religions ut>xt because Paul in writing to Timothy in 1 Tim.
4:1-4 says to him: "The Spirit spaketh EXPRESSLY,
that in
the latte~. times , we are in that now) some shall depart from
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and . doctrines
of
Devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy;
having their conscience
seared with a hot iron; (listen now) forbidding to MARRY,
and commanding
to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving
of them which BELIEVE
AND KNOW THE TRUTH".
Now, I know the church of which T am a member is not
the false religion Paul ls warning against here, for we do not
"forbid" persons to marry, nor do we "command anyone to
abstain from meats". Paul says the reason these of 1 Tim. •
have done that . is . they do not "believe" nor do they "know
the truth". His · argument is very simple; when one ".believes
and knows the truth" he will r-iOT teach the above. To forbid
people to marry; to command . them to abstain from meats,
Paul says is following "seducing spirits"; "doctrines of Devils"
and is ''speaking lies in hypocrisy", and Paul was an ambassador for Christ, 2 Cor. 5: 20. You can now begin to see why it
is so n ece ssary that Christ should give us the plan by which
we may know when we are members of the church he built,
else we become entangled with some of these false religions,
and thou·gh honest, we become deceived by them.
Now you and I, all of us must study God's revelation to
KNOW that the institution
of which we are members is not
ONE of these FALSE RELIGIONS. Another thing, we should
not think hard of men for preaching as I am today for I want
you to know that you are saved. I want you and yours to be
in that chur ch. Paul says in Eph. 5, Christ is going to "present
unto himself." Friends: you and your family MUST NOT MISS
BEING IN THAT CHURCH WHEN OUR LORD COMES BACK
AGAIN: and he IS coming again.
Our last part of this discussion
on the importance
of
KNOWING we are in the church the Lord built is found in
Paul's warning to tb_e churches in Galatia in Gal. 1: 8 where
he says, "B ut though we or an angel from heaven preach any
other gos pel unto you than thnt which . we have received, let
him be accursed". Now my good people, think of your speaker
today, as you will, but remember
it was not he who wrote
this Bible. It is God's ·word . It has lived through all the ages
with the greatest infidels of the world spending their fortunes
and their energies to destroy this Book from the earth. They
have died. This grand old Book , the Bible, they despised, still
lives with all the freshness, its beauty, and its hopes, for a
better, a richer; and a sweeter life, both here and in the world
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To our final question, May W e Know When We are Members of the Church Christ Built, I now give the r e maining part
of our time. In Matt. 16: 18 the Lord said, "I will build MY
church".
This is SINGULAR. He built BUT one. Paul, in
Eph. 2: 16 says we are "reconciled unto God in ONE body by
the cross". In 1 Cor. 12: 20 Paul says there ie "BUT one body".
He says plainly in Eph. 1 : 22-23 this "body" IS the "church".
Our only conclusion can be, there is just ONE CHURCH built
by Christ.
Since therefore
Christ built ONLY ONE, I MUST know
HOW to get into THAT church and NOT a SUBSTITUTE.
I am interested
only in the one CHRIST built and NOTHING
else. I am not interested
in something called a "branch" for
Christ never promised, "I will build branches
of my church
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against THEM-the
BRANCHES" . He I said, "I will build my CHURCH"--:-SINGULAR. Now my good people, If I am not in THAT church Christ
built, my church membership
is worthless, so far as receiving
the blessings
promised to those in the church Christ built.
This CAN 'T be wrong, nor can it be answered. But one may
be ready to say, What about the "vine and the branches"
in
John 15: 1-6. Here the "branches"
are "men" and NOT warring, factious denominations.
Read it personally
and you will
see.
Now the answer to our question , May We Know We Are
Members of This Church our Lord Built?, is very simple. Turn
with me now to Acts, chapter two (2) . It is Pentecost, following the glorious resurrection
of our Lord . It is the "third hour
of the day" which is 9 o'clock, verse 15. This was on what
we call Sunday morning. 'I'h e apostles have gone to the city
of Jerusalem
as commanded
by their Lord as. recorded
in
Luke 24: 49-53 . The Holy Spirit , promised by Christ to guide
them into all truth has now come upon them, verses 4 and 33.
The Spirit begins speaking through these men; this strange
event is "noised abroad"
says your Bible; the "multitude
came together"
and "every man heard them speak in · his
own language" .. They were "all ama,;ed";
some "doubted"
while others "mocked" accusing them of being drunk . Peter
"standing up with the eleven " begins their d efense by declaring unto them "these men are not drunken as ye suppose"
Instead, "THIS is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel" .
He now begins his proof to Israel that the time spoken of by
the prophets was being fulfilled THAT VERY DAY. Having
was the fulfillment of Joel 2: 28-32,
declared unto them that/his
he begins his defense o the tnth
that Christ was the fulfill- .
ment ot God 's promises through the ages past. He calls to
their attention
the miracles of Christ performed
before their
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very eyes; he points them to the crucifixion
which they had
beheld, many o·f them; he now declares the glorious resu_rrection of Christ; he quotes the prophecy of Nathan to David in
2 Sam. 7: 12-14 as being at that time fulfilled in the "resurrection of Christ" to "sit on his, David's Throne", verses 29-31;
he, in no uncertain terms, announces that Christ, at that very
time had "been exalted at the right hand of God", having been
"raised to sit on David's throne" and would sit there to rule
and to reign "until his enemies become his foot-stool, verse
33-35. This was a quotation from Psalms 110:1-4, showing its
fulfillment
at that very time. Ah, my friends, Christ with
his church was the fulfillment of all the dreams and promises
of the ages past. Now, after this, in verse 36 Peter says to
them, ''Therefore
let all the house of Israel ' know assuredly
that God had made this same Jesus, whom we crucified, BOTH
LORD and Christ". Lord means , "ruler" and "Christ",
God's
anointed.
Hence THIS CHRIST that hung on Calvary, not
another, has now been made , "BOTH LORD and Christ."
WHAT

THEY

DIDI

What was the effect on this audience? They were pricked
in their hearts and asked these men "What shall we do"?
Ladies and gentlemen, their failure to accept the answer given
here is the cause of our trouble today. Many will not believe
It. Peter, guided by the Spirit said, "repeT,lt AND be baptized
EVERY ONE OF' YOU in the name of Jesus Christ FOR the
remission of sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost". Verse 41 says, "Then they that gladly received his
word were baptized:
and the same day there were added
unto them about three thousand
(3000) souls". Verse 47 says,
"And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be
saved" Question, To WHAT church did the Lord add them?
He said in Matt. 16: 18, "I will build MY CHURCH" . Now in
less than one year he is "adding to t"e church". Honestly, to
what church did the Lord add these in Acts 2? There can be
but ONE answer. He added them to the church he built. There
was ONLY ONE. What had they done? They had "believed
Peter's sermon of the Christ on David's Throne;
they had
repented
of their sins; they had been BAPTIZED, EVERY
ONE QI;' THEM, FOR THE REMISSION
OF SINS". Only
those who had done this were added by the Lord to HIS
CHURCH. This is UNANSWERABLE.
Our trouble today is,
much of the religious world, denies that men have to obey
this command to "repent" and be baptized FOR the REMIS·
SION of sins" as given by Peter . They are teaching "salvation
by faith only" or by any method that will leave out this command by the apostle Peter. He said, "repent AND be BAPTIZED
EVERY ONE of you-FOR
REMISSION OF SINS". That did
not leave out one single person
who asked that question.
There ,can be no excuse for misunderstanding
this simple
command -in Acts 2: 38. Another thing; ONLY those who did
this were called "believers", verse 44. Only those who "repented and were baptized for remission
of Sins", were said to
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;.,e "saved" and have "remission
of sins-" verses 38 ·and 47
Now this number and this number ONLY, who had be e_n "baptized FOR REMISSWN
OF . SINS" a:s penitent. he li , 1 e r s in
Christ, were added by the Lord to HIS CHURCH , Vers~ 47.
Will you find any other group here in Acts chapter
two,
other than these who were ca lled the "be liev e r s- l he sav edor memb ers of the church our Saviour built" ?
Now friends, THIS is what .churches of Christ all over the
world believ e and teach. Thi s is what we are beggin g you
to believe and obey. If you will do this is will unit e us all
an d mak e us ju st what it made them. All these were "togeth er ",
verse -14. Ther e we re no warring, co uflicting de nominations
as we have today, and EVERYBODY
KNOWS there w er e
not. Name JUST ONE chur ch there Other than the churc h
Jesus built. Where have all these others co me from? Now
jus t what is the trou bl e now? Simply thi s .Somebody
is
refusing to preach what Peter did upon this occasion. Does
your church teach men to "repent AND be baptiz ed-fo r the
remission of sins"? If not it is not the church Jesus built for
the preachers
of that church taught me they had to "repent
and be baptized EVERY ONE OF THEM, FOR the REMISSION of sins ." On e may be ready to say, I can't understand
when "remii;,sion of sins" is to come in Acts 2: 38. Suppos e
I were to .say to you, "rep ent and be baptized, every one of
you for $100,000} could some preacher" cause you to misunderstand when you were to receive the $100,000? You would
not stop to argue about "for" . You would . be cert a in that
you made no mistake and you would do what I commanded.
If you will be as honest with your soul as you would wit h
Acts 2: 38 also and having
this check, you can understand
done what it says , the Lord will add you to His church. It is
a mental impossibility
to misunder sta nd what th ey did her e
to be added to the church by our L9rd. They beli eve what
Peter preached;
they repented of their sins; and they were
baptized FOR the REMISSfON OF SINS and were added to
the church by our Lord. Of what church were they members?
The CHURCH THE LORD BUfLT. There is but one answer
to this . I know I am a member
of this ·"'lITie church for I have
nave done just this.
done the very same thing .. My lrethren
Will you not today, b e lieve in this Christ of Calvary? Will
you uot repent of your sins? Will you not be BAPTIZED for
the REM1SSION of YOUR SINS, as were they and let the
Lord add you to his church as he did th em? This can't. bEwrong for 3000 did thi s vi;ry thing on that day and were added
to the church
Christ built. May God ble s s you and keep you
and IllaY you and yours co me now obeying this se rmon of the
apostles of the Lord and become only a Christian, a member
of His Church.

THE CHURCH --- HER FINAL DESTINY
ABC and MBS

Networks

BY E. R. HARPER
Radio Sermon

;.
October

No. 402

11, 1959

Two travelers, who fancied they were abundantly
able tu
take care of themselv r 3, entered a railway coach when the
train was being made ' up. They found comfortable
seats and
had dropped into conversation
when a porter looked in and
told thom to go forward. What is the matter with this coach!
they asked. "Nothing", he grinned, "only this one ain't coupled
on to anything that will take you anywhere".
Now my friends, this "train-the
Lord's church" is bound
for the promised land. Its conductor is our Lord. He is delivuing it to his Father at the heavenly . station. This is her final
destiny. You better be certain therefore that the "coach" you
a re in is "coupled on". We have over 300 different denominations claiming to be "coaches--or
branches", of the church the
Lord buiit . They think they are "coupled
on" and going
"somewhere".
Had you ever stopped for just a moment to
give serious concern to this argument that is made to justify
all tliis religious
division in the world? It is this: They
claim no one can tell which is the church the Lord built,
hence these different denominations
have come into existence
claiming to be "branches---coaches"
of this church-this
heavenly train. They all claim to be "coupled on". Men and women
have co me in, sat down, and now comfortably
satisfied, begin
to work in these "branches-these
coaches" exp!jcting to reach
their heavenly destination
just as these men , sitting in the
coach "coupled on to nothing", expected to safely arrive at their
final destination. You must be "coupled on."
As r pa ss from this may I ask you this vital question concerning these churches being branches of the church the Lord
built? You know to be branches of the church the Lord built
th ey would have to "c oupled on" to his church somewhere.
lf no one knows which is the church the Lord built? If no
one can find the church the Lord built. How can you know
the denomination
you are in is ·•coupled on" to his church
and "going to the right place"? You will have to find the
church the Lord built before you wuld prove that the denomination you are in is a branch of his church. But if you found
the churd 1 itself then there would be no justification
for the
branch. The mom ent the true church is found, gone are all
tho ex cuses for having branch es of the church for you would
iiave the church itself. No, John 15 does not establish the
right to have denomin a tions as branrhes of the true church for
,n John 15 the branches are ·'men"; not denominations.
May
i ask you, wha use John 15 as ,iustification for religious denomina tions, to give me the names of the various denominations t hat. existed during the days of the apostles and what
lltey taught· > Tell me to which branch did the different apostles
and chur chE,:; in various cities belong? Ah, friends; you know
that n ,, such condition existed during the days of the apostles!
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Our Lord prayed that all ''be one" as "He and the Father
were one", John 17: 21; Christ condemned a "house divided"
Matt. 12: 25; in I Cor. 1 : 10 Paul
saying · it could not stand,
ad monished them that them "be NO DIVISIONS among you";
in I Cor. 3: 3 Paul says "For ye are 'yet carnal; for where as
there is among you envying, and strife, and DIVISIONS, are ;}'e
not carnal and WALK as men"? From this :t is plainly seen
that Christ and his apostles taught "unity" and NOT "division"
and pronounced a curse upon a divided people, saying, they
are carnal and "walk as men".
WHAT

IS OUR TROUBLE?

You are ready to .ask, What is tne trouble? My good people someone has just missed the truth of God's book and
they are "walking as men". Not willing to admit that someone
is wrong; trying to say everybody
is right, has brought us
to this state of confusion and compromise
and now the importance
of the church is lost to the minds and hearts of
most people. When a man tells you, he is a member of the
true church, and NOT a branch, men turn from him. The
reason for this is very simple. If the church of which he is
a member is the church the Lord built that pla ce s the others
in a rather bad light for they could not be the true church.
Now instead of trying to find out what is wrong and to see
if he is in the true church, we usually just say, " That fellow
is narrow;
I will never hear him again." just rememb 'er the
Lord said in John 8 : 32, "You shall know the TRUTH and the
TRUTH shall make you free ". I am either a member of the
church the blessed Lord built or I am not.
Can't you see my friends that th e Lord would not build
churches and se nd t hem into a world of lost sinners having
one group to teach salvation by faith on'Y - and another to
deny this; one to teach the im possi bility of apostasy
and
another to deny it; one church to teach oaptism essential to
salvation and another church to deny it; one bran ch to pr.eac h
that sprinkling
is baptism and still another
bran ch of the
church to deny this· and on and on until we h ave all these
hundreds of denominations
all teaching the people these conflicting doctrin es? Do we not r ealize t hat no business man
would do such a thing? Then why accuse our Lord of so confusing the world th a t they do not know which church is his or
what he wants man to do or beli eve that he mi ght be saved.
Surely, he has as much intelligence as the average business man.
If we would just admit tnat
someone
h as missed the
truth and that those who have , are in danger of being lost ,
then go to work honestly striving to follow just the teac hings
of our Bible, doin g and b eing only what our New T estame nt
authorizes,
we would know that we are in the church the
Lo rd built.

Ther e should

be no excuse

for not being

in hi s chur<·h
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and simple terms.

In Acts 2: 1-47 they believed Peter's message;
they repented of their sins; and were baptized for the remission of
sins. Now the Lord added these to his church. :Philip in
Samaria, Acts 8: 5-12, preached
unto them the Christ. They
heard him; they believed his message, and were baptized.
Thus began the church in Samaria. Acts 9: 31. When Paul
went to Corinth. Acts 18: 8, he preached to them the gospel,
I Cor. 15: 1-2, tliey ~ 'heard him, believed him, and were bap-;
tlzed". They formE,d the church in Corinth, I Cor. 1:1-4. Paul
went to Ephesus, Acts 111.1-10. Finding certain disciples he
inquired of them, had they received the Holy Spirit. They
had not heard of the Holy Spirit. He asked them, "unto what
then were ye baptized?
They said, "unto John's Baptism".
He taught them the purpose of ,John's baptism, , -showing them
it was not Christ's baptism. They surrendered
therefore
the
Baptism of John the Baptist. which preceded the . Baptism of
Christ, and were "baptized in the name .of the Lord Jesus".
After their baptism in the name of Christ, we read of the
church in Ephesus.
-In eYery example of tlte church being established
in the
first century it was by preaching
the Christ of the gospel;
by believing in this Christ ; by repenting of their sins; and
every one of them · being baptized. When Paul wrote to the
Christians in these cities he wrote to the church and no group
was ever referred · to in these cities as the saved, the children
of God. or saints of God, until after they were baptized becoming ' members of the church . 1<,riends, can't you see that
in every place where the apostles of our Lord went preaching
the gospel, they preached the very same thing; and the people
were all of the same faith and order? What other groups
were called the saved or Christians in Corinth, Philippi, Ephesus, or Jerusalem
other than those of the churches in th~e
cities? Ladies and gentlemen,
the saved in every city was
the church. There was not, nor could there be·, any saved
people out of the church the Lord built for the church is the
saved.
I believe if you will take time to read the report of the
growth of churches in America you will find that the church
of Christ is the fastest growing religious organization
in our
nation. You may ask why is this so, and how are we doing
it and why do we want people to come into the church? It is
very simple. First we adhere strictly to the Bible, therefore
we have a definite plea to present to the world. Second, we
know what we believe and are able to present it with conviction, ,,,rpported by the Bible. Last, we ask men to do nothing, be nothing, nor to practice a1_1ything in our worship that
i8 not found in the Bible. When you stand on the Bible and

that only and will not surrender,
not even one point
teachings, no man can face such a stand long.

of her

After awhile men are attracted by such faith in the Christ
of Calvary that will cause men to adhere so fundamentally
to
his word. The Bible says in 2 Tim. 3 : 16-17 that the scripture
given by inspiration is able to make "the man of God perfect,
thoroughly
furnishing
him unto all good works". This true,
we need no modern revelations
nor do we need any church
traditions.
What more could they do than make us perfect
or complete in Christ? Jude says in vers ·e 3 "earnestly
contend for the faith which was ONCE DELIVERED UNTO THE
SAINTS';. The American
Standard
Version says, "once for
all delivered unto the saints". This means but one thing: It
was revealed to the saints onc e and will never be again .
Therefore all revelations
coming after this "faith"-"once
for
traditions , not being
all delivered" have to be false and
a part of this revelation we repudiate . We must stand on this
"faith once for all delivered unto the saints" . A faith like
this shines on the horizon of our religious world as a beacon
light, and stands as the Rock of Ages in the midst of ·a babylon
of religious confusion. Such faith shall continue to grow for ·
we have the promise of God that his "word will not return
unto him void" . Isa . 55: 11.

all

HOW

Many are astonished
that we are growing so rapidly
without some kind of Ecclesiastical
Earthly Headquarters
with
powei: to_ direct all our activities.
We need no such super
orgamzat1on on earth for it would only serve to confuse us.
We have our orders from our King who sits today on the
throne of his Father David and who has left us the New
Te_stament, his will, by which we are guided. We possess the
ability to understand
his rlir ectio ns without
having some
man, claiming infallability,
to direct our affairs . We believe
there lives ~ot a ~an on earth who will stand publicly in
defense of his doctrme and by th e order of his church , dare
~pe_ak from the rostrum, as the "vo ice of infallability".
If he
1~ mfallable, . why does it take months and years , and sometimes centunes
for this infallable
voice to decide what ts
truth and what is not. Infallability
could speak from the ros trum and it be unanswerable.
The apostles did it that way.
THE

HOW

'\.s to the HOW we do it, is ve ry simple. The Lord's
cnurch exists in only two ways. One is the church .universal·
not. mystical. There is no such thing as a "mystical church'; _
It 1s the chur ch universal,
which id ea includes all th e saved.
When the Lord said "I will build my church" Matt. 16 : 18;
when Paul says Christ is the "head of the body which is the
church" Eph. 1 : 22-23, this is used in the universal. se n se of
the church including a ll his people . They are all of the sa m e
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faith and order as in the first century. This use of the church
has no ecclesiastical
earthly head or governing body. Now the
other use of the church is in its local meaning, such as the
church in Jerusalem,
Corinth, Ephesus, etc .. Here it includes
all the saved in these cities. Now the church can function
oniy in its local capacity. Over the local church we have elders,
I Tim. 3 and Col. 1. There are no higher rulers In the church
of the Lord than the elders. The Highland Church of Christ
believes in ''.cooperation"
without "corporation".
We believe
in and teach the absolute independence
of each local congre·
for the local autonomy of the
gation. We stand unalterably
church. As an example of what I mean by "cooperation"
without "corporation";
some 30 years ago in NashviHek Tennessee,
more than 40 congregations
went together in a congregational
"cooperation"
to have the greatest
gospel meeting in the
history of the church in this country, yet no "corporation
or
society was organized".
Brother
N. B. Hardeman
did the
preaching. No church thought of losing its local autonomy. In
Houston, Texas, some few years ago one of the greatest gospel
meetings in all this section was conducted. Practically all the
congregations
went together, in congregational
"cooperation",
to make this possible. Yet there was no "society" formed; no
"corporation
of congregations"
with "ecclesiastical
authority
over other churches."
No one thought of losing his local
autonomy. Rather, in these efforts , each congregation
exercised its local right to give or not to give. All over this
nation, for all the years back, and even now, churches
of
Christ have so cooperated and we have grown without any
kind of super society having come into existence. This radio
program is carried on in the very same way. The Highland
Church has absolutely
no power, no control, over a single
congregation on earth. We have this program and all who are
interested in seeing that the lost of the world have an opportunity to hear this wonderful story of the cross, and be saved,
ileip us if they so desire.
Our radio program is just a radio program . It has no
power on earth, it has absoll,tely no organization
of its own.
The congregation
at Highiand has no authority over anything
save our programs cf work under our own local elders. The
Highland
Church of Christ has no supervision
over any
preachers other than Brethren Nichols, Willeford and myself
who work under the elders here. I am the local preacher for
the church.
Now it has astonished
the religious worl 'd that without
some kind of ecclesiastical
conference
or society to control
our church activities nationallv,
we have accomplished
su<\h
a marvelous work. We have ·done it by each congregation,
exercising
its own local autonomy in giving and no church
has surrendered
any of its rights or liberties. If our brethrer
could only know the good of this work, I believe they would
determine that the world, not through societies or corporations,
but by the church, should hear the gospel that they might br

saved. We can change the complexion of the religious world
in one generation if permitted to continue with programs like
this. Let us not be frightened into tragic decisions that will
cause thousands to come to the judgement lost, asking, why
didn't you send the gospel to us? It will be too late then.
Just think!
15,000,000 will go into eternity lost this year;
1,000,000 this month; 280,000 this week; 40,000 this day; 1,000
this hour; 21 this minute. The principle of "congregational
cooperation"
has been one of the reasons for the church of
Christ having grown in such rapid strides
for the . past
35 years.
Let us continue to help each other.
Let us continue '_'congregational cooperation"
without congregational
corporations or "societies";
we then shall remain independent
local units just as God has decreed.
WHY

Our final thought for the lesson today. The "Final Destiny
of the Church the Lord Built" is "why" we are so anxious for
you to come into the church. In Eph. 5: 26,27 Paul says that
Christ "sancUfied and cleansed" the church "by the washing
of. water by the word", that he "might present it to himself
a _glorious church, not .having spot or wrinkle, or any such
thmg, but that it should be holy and without blemish". Our
Lord is coming back again. This time it is the end of the world
11 Peter 3: 9,10, he is coming for his bride-the
church, Eph.
5:27. His bride must be "glorious-holy-and
without blemis .h"
as he presents her to his Father In Heaven. In John's most
beautiful description of the church in her glorified state, as
given in Rev. 21:_9, he says "come hither, I will show thee
the bride, the Lamb's wife". My good friends the church is
the Lamb's bride-his
wife. Thus we see that her "final destiny" is to be presented
to Christ as his bride-his
wife
that the church, together with our Savior, may live with God
throughout all the ages yet to be, I Cor. 15:24-28. You can't
afford to die out of this glorious church that is to be presented
unto the Lord. Let men say what they please about ooing
"saved out of this glorious church", but remember, if you are
out of it, you will not be presented unto the Lord for he is
coming for the church-his
bride-his
wife. Won,'t you and
yours today, become a part of this wonderful church the Lord
said, "I will build" and about which the prophets spoke? You
become a member of it by believing in the Christ, by repenting of your sins, and by being baptized for the remission of
your sins by a burial and a resurrection,
Acts 2: 38 and Col.
2: 12. May God bless · you, may you and yours come into his
church-the
bride of Christ, that you may be presented unto
him as a part of his church Glorious, when our Blessed Lord
comes back again. Remember you must be, "coupled on"!

.
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'in Jamaica, for example, received a very strong impetus when
broadcasts were made available there .
The thousands
years also indicate
since it first went
With the help
to present an even

of letters received monthly for almost eight
that the program has be en very effective
on the air in 1952.
of God and His people, Highland will try
more effective Herald of Truth in 1960.

RESPONSES
Responses .from those who have had an opportunity to
see the pilot film . in the new series featuring Batsell Barrett
Baxter of Nashville, Tenn., have begun to come in. Without
.·exception, . brethren who have commented either in writing
or b~ word of mouth have ben enthusiastic.
At this writing, the film has been telecast over four television stations - WSIX-TV, Nashville, Oct. 1; WDUB-TV,
'Lubbock ; Oct. 4; WLAC-TV, Nashville, Oct. 4; and KPAR-TV,
Sweetwater, Tex., Oct. 4.
Also, brethren who gathered in Mutual Broadcasting Co.
'stations across the nation on Sept. 29 got an early look at the
film. These " brethren are now showing the picture to · as many
'congregations · as ·possible.
·
. The ·first letter to the elders at Highland by a member of
th-e church who got · to see the film at the building of his local
cdngregation is the one that follows:
"Dear Brethren:
"Last night at .church (University Avenue in Austin, Tex.)
we were privileged ·to see the first film of the new Herald
Truth series and , I hasten to say that I don't know when
I've been so impressed with anything similar. And I .am not
one to say such if I , don't think so.

of·

· ' - "It was beautifully done and in excellent taste. The act'itlg was natural and · sincere . It was touching in places. One
member said she wept, and I confess I was sobered and had
a lump in my · throat. I think this attests to its · power - if
'it can so -affect us who are no longer young and have always
heard the gospel.
"It is a tribute to the Highland church, to Bro. Baxter
'and others of the cast, to June Bearden who wrote the script, .
and to any and all who had any part in it. I hope that my
feeling about the film can be conveyed to them. I do not have
their addresses.
" 'How beautiful upon the mountain are the feet of him

th a t bringeth things of good, that publisheth salvation.'"
"Our prayers attend you."
Sincerely,
Mrs. Margetta Jung
.Responses from the brethren who . saw the film at Mutual
stations on Sept . 29 is exemplified by the comments of Bob
Harp, one of the ministers of the College church, Abilene, Tex.
Bro. Harp wrote :
"It was my privilege recently to attend the special
f!howing of the pilot film of the Herald of Truth entitled
"What Must I Do to Be Saved?" We cannot commend to~
highly those who are responsible for this splendid film
t.hat will do so much good for the cause of Christ. June
Be~rden did a tremendous job of planning and wrtung the '
script. Brethren Baxter, McQueen, and Shipp did a superb
job of acting . It would be hard to find a better man for
the job of preaching in this series than Batsell Barrett
Baxter.
'"This great work could not be done without much ··
planning, hard work, and prayer . We owe much to James
Walter . Nichols and the Highland church for their work
"'.ith ?very part of .this production . The photography and
directmg were as professional in quality as the best that
we will see on television today .
"The teaching in this film was as thorough as could
be "'.ithin the allotted time. The story holds one's attention
completely, The climax is very moving and many will
have difficulty in holding back tears .
. "I am personally looking forward .with great anticipation to · the films that will follow in this Herald of Truth
television series.''
·
' · , ·,
-Bob Harp
'
'
The Highland elders appreciate very much the encouragement that they have received from those who have seen the
pilot film. It is their hope and prayer that the new series
part in the .
will be. pleasing to God and that it will play
convers10n of many to our Lord.··
The elders request that each reader of this booklet make
every effort po ssible to see the film this fall. They belie ·ve
that thos~ int~r?sted in the ongoing of Herald of Truth progra ms will r eJoice that the new tele vision series is to be
add ed next year.
·
Beginning in January, Highland plans to show the new
serie~ . weekly. if funds are avail~ble on approximately 100
tel evls10n _stahons across the nation that have not been carryIng the .Herald of Truth heretofore.
·
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STATIONS CARRYING HERALD OF TRUTH
TELEVISION PROGRAM
CITY

STATION, CHANNEL, TIME

CITY

NEW

ALABAMA
Mol)tgomery

---

11:30 a.m .
(Thursday)

WCOV

ARIZONA
KOLD-TV 13

Blythe -------

- -- BTVC

8

WKBW

7

·y

~
""

CAROLINA

KREX-TV

NORTH

6:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m.

GEORGIA
---

WSAV-TV

3

___ WSIL-TV

3

----

-

ng the gospel to the whole
~~
,,

KUMV-TV

8

2:00 p .m.
(Wednesday)
WGEM-TV 10
1:30 p .m.
(CST)

Harrisburg
Quincy

Cincinnati
Lima -------

Nampa

KCIX-TV

6

,;;:/C·

0

4:00 p .m.

Wich1ta

_KARD'-TV

3

11:00 a .m.
(Sunday)

Portland

SOUTH

-- - - WPSD TV
0

KPTV 12

6

Chattanooga

SHREVEPORT KSLA-TV

WTCV,TV

12:30 p.m .

Portla.,;d ____ WCSH-TV

6

10:30 a.m.

_____ CKLW-TV

9

Richmond
Petersburg
-- WJTV 12
WTOK-TV

Tupelo _____ WTWV-TV

9

12:00 noon
(Saturday)
2:00 p.m.

12:30 p .111.
12:00 noon

9

4:30 p ....
(Saturday)
2:00 p.m.

WOAI-TV

WTVR-TV
__ WXEX-TV

ABILENE.

TEXAS

4
6
8

-------------------------------------

VIRGINIA

2:00 p .m.

MONTANA

WTAP-TV

HIGHLAND

FOREIGN

KXLFTV

4
(non-schedule)
KXLJ-TV 12
(non-schedule)

Hamilton

0

PUERTO>
Puerto

Abilene,

___ ZBM 1-TV

RICO
Rico

WORA-TV

5

This list Is not 100% correct due to frequent changes.
All times Sunday unless otherwise Indicated.
Check your local newspaper or television station for times not listed.
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BERMUDA
---- --

CHURCH
of CHRIST

YAKIMA ___KND0-1V

WEST

Parkersburg

Butta ---- ----

HIGHLAND

WASHINGTON

MISSOURI
Jefferson ____ KRCG-TV 13
Joplin -- - --- KODE-TV 12

through

the

program.
reach 95 per.
the television
to a potential

VIRGINIA

MISSISSIPPI
Jackson -----Meridian . ---

gospel

TEXAS
San Antonio

MICHIGAN

the

11:30 • ·•·

2

Memphis ____ WHBQ-TV 13

MAINE

to hear

100,000,000 every week .

TENNESSEE

LOUISIANA

lost

CAROLINA

Charleston _____ WUSN
Florence ------WBTW

KENTUCKY
Paducah

--------

the

Here is the Challenge of the Century!
We must not
fail! Congregations
throughout
the country
are rallying
_to this call.
Consider
the
challenge
prayerfully
and
_;:_...
-earnestly as you prepare your budget for 1960 .
Six more have died while you read this messageyour contributions
could make the difference!

8:30 a.m.

OREGON

KANSAS

for

;.
0

OKLAHOMA

IDAHO

..---

__.HERALD OF TRUTH radio and television
~
--Through this . program it is possible to
---:::,.;- cent of the radios
and 86.S percent
of
~ sets of America . The gospel can be carried

WIMA TV 35

Oklahoma City KWTV-TV 9
Tulsa -- --- - KVOO-TV 2

world ,

Each one of us cannot go personally
to teach the
-- gospel
to every individual,
but by giving our dollars
- one, two , a hundred,
or more - we can make it

possible

4:00 p.lB.
(CST)

OHIO

ILLINOIS

another
soul in our nation
dies without
Christ!
our responsibility
. . , We may be to blame!
his accident, not for his fatal disease . , . We are
if we fail to carry Christ to him.
are our brother 's keeper. We are the keeper of
We are charged with the responsibility
of carry-

y~~

DAKOTA

Williston

This is
Not for
to blame
......
We
is soul.

......

0

Grand Junction
Savannah

KSWS-TV

Asheville
WISE 62
Asheville ---- WLOS-TV 13
Wilmington -- WECT TV 6

6

COLORADO

Helena

----- ------

NORTH

CALIFORNIA

ANOTHER SOUL IN OUR NATION
DIES WITHOUT CHRIST

YORK

Buffalo

Tucson ------

Detroit

STATION, CHANNEL, TIME

MEXICO

Roswell

NEW

f llPJllj
l/,JetMJl,J,
..

Texas

I / We wa nt to make an in ves tm e nt in preaching
by radio an d television.
I / W e will give $
I / We will give $.
Name
Addres s
City and State

the gospe l to millions

...... now .
.......... pe r month

for

....... months .

HIGHLAND

CHURCH

OF CHRIST

RADIO PROGRAM
and Highland
P. 0. Box 1858
ABILENE, TEXAS
Fifth

---- --- --

r ,·---~
~ oP.
CJi
!(j_J,
...,

--/ ~

i-=--•dliili
•. ._ ,__

c

\

'

~'

y~
t<H

I -

vu..

l

-~

~, '.! \\of-ST~
Jo;_[OASr:-:::i

,.I \ \\0{~~ASC~

Non-Profit Organization
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J .
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