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Tim. 4:1). To what "latter days" do Isaiah and Micah make reference? 
We are not lef t to guess about the matter , for it i s declared to be the 
time when " all nations shall flow unto" the ki ngdom. Can "all nations" 
enter the kingdom now? 

Durin g the personal minist ry of Jesus he cir cumscribed the activ
ities of the apostles, confinin g their l abors to the house of Israel (Mt. 
10:5, 6). At that time the kin gdom was " at hand." After hi s resurrec
tion he commanded them to go to " all the nation s" (Mt. 28:19) , to "the 
whole creation" (Mk. 16:15) , and to begin thi s work in Jerusalem, in 
which city he commanded them to tarr y till they received power. "Thus 
it is written," said Chr ist, "th at the Christ should suffer, and rise again 
from the dead; and that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name unto all the nations, beginnin g from Jerusalem" 
(Lk. 24:46, 47) . Jesus said it was "writt en." Where was it written? 
What prophets spoke of these thin gs? The gospel , the perfect law of 
libert y, was to begin in Jerusalem, and the prophets had so foretold. 
Jesus had expl ained the prophecies to his disciples, and then told them 
that the preaching of the gospel , beginni ng at Jerusalem, was the ful
fillment of the e prophecies. What prophecies? None other than Isaiah 
2:2-4, and Micah 4:1-3 are so specific - "the l aw shall go for th from 
Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem." Of course if the law 
went forth from Jerusalem, it began to be announced there. Preaching 
the gospel to all nations, beginnin g at Jerusalem, is tl1erefore the ful
fillm ent of the prophecies of Isaiah and Micah. In Jerusalem, on the 
fir st Pentecost after the resurrection of Christ, Peter, in the first com
plete gospel sermon, quoted from Joel , and declared that Pentecost was 
in the "l ast days." In Jerusalem on that day there were Jews "from 
every nation under heaven ... and proselytes." They were to begin in 
that city, and go to "all the nations." It i s the time to which Isaiah 
and Micah made reference when the kin gdom of God would be estab
li shed, and the law of God would go forth from Jerusalem. The king
dom of God was establi shed. See it begin , small at first, like a mustard 
i-eed, only a few citizens; but it is to grow, the blessings of this glorious 
reign of God in the hearts of men is for "all nations." It does not grow 
by means of carnal weapons. There is no marshalin g of a great body 
of men with the destructive weapons of the Roman army or of modern 
armies. It is like the leaven in the meal. They go forth with the word 
of God, preaching Chri st, love, joy , and peace in the Holy Spirit. 
Following the first presentation of the claims of Kin g Jesus and the 
principles of the kingdom of God, three thousand came under the sway 
of the scepter of him who rules on David's throne, and became citizens 
of the kingdom of God. The leaven works-the seed grows-the stone 
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incre ases . Hear Peter again as he lift s hi s voice at the beautiful gate of 
the temple , and declares that the people had throu gh ignoranc e killeci 
Jesu s, the Prince of Life, but th at the God of Abraham, and of Isaac, 
and of Jacob had r aised him , and gl ori fied him . Many of the people 
with glad hearts accep t the ruler ship of the kin g on David's throne; the 
kin gdom increase s, the leaven works, the seed grows, and the number 
came to be about five thousand. Soon the herald s of the kin gdom are 
found in Samaria, then in Cesare a among the Gentile s ; then they go 
to Corinth , Rome, Ephe sus, then ce on and on till every nation, every 
creature under heave n, hear d the glad news. The kin gdom of God had 
been set up, all nations were flowing into it. 

Apostles on Thrones 
To the apostles Jesus said: "Verily I say unto you , that ye who 

have followed me , in the re genera tion when the Son of man shall sit on 
the throne of hi s glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve throne s, jud ging 
the twelve tribes of Israel" (Mt . 19 :28). Ther e are three thin gs men
tioned in this passag e, namely, In the re genera tion Je sus would be on 
the throne of hi s glory, and at that time the apostles would sit on twelve 
throne s, and while sittin g on these throne s would jud ge the twelve tribes 
of Israel. If it can be determin ed when the " regeneration" is, it will 
settle the time as to when the Son of man is on the throne of hi s glory, 
and also the tim e when the apo stles would sit on the twelve thrones, 
jud ging the twelve trib es of Israel. 

Re:seneration is a tran slation from the Greek word palingenesia, 
and is defined by Th ayer: "new birth, reproduction, renewal, re-crea
tion." The que stion ari ~es : Do we now live in the "re generation"-the 
tim e of the "new birth," the pe1:iod of "re-cre ation ," or is thi s to be a 
future period? The term "re generation" occur s in only one other place 
in the New Test ament, and is th ere used by P aul: "He saved us, throu gh 
the washin g of re generation and renewin g of the Holy Spirit" (Tit. 
3 :5 ). In this pa ssage Paul affirms that God has "s aved us , throu gh the 
washing of regeneration." Thi s settle s the fact that we are now living in 
the period of "re generation," "the new birth ," "the re-cre ation." Those 
who are Chri stians are spoken of as "new cre ature s (Margin, "a new 
creation") (2 Cor. 5: 17) . All in Chri st are a "new creation"-regen
erated ones. It follow s then, that this is the perio d, or time of regenera
tion, or new birth. Thi s settl es ano ther fact, and that is, that this is the 
time Jesus is sittin g on the throne of his glory , and still another, that 
this is the time the apos tles are sittin g on the twelve thrones, jud ging 
the twelve tribe s of Israel. He who contends otherwi se is forced bv 
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logic to declare Chri stians are not a new creation, no t in Chri st, not 
born again, not regenera ted, not saved; and all that in the face of Paul's 
affirmation that God "saved us thro ugh the washin g of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Sp irit." 

A statemen t simil ar to the one quoted in the fore going from 
Matth ew is given by Luke: "But ye ar e they that have contin ued with 
me in my tempt ation s ; and I appoint unto you a kingdom , even as my 
Father appoi nted unto me , that ye may eat and drink at my table in my 
kin gdom ; and ye shall sit on twelve thrones jud ging the twelve tribe s 
of Israel" (Lk. 22 :28-30) . In th is passage Chris t locates the "table" in 
the kin gdom-"at my table in my kingdom " ; and when they "eat and 
dr ink at my table in my kin gdom" they were to be up on twelve thrones 
jud ging the twelve tribe s of Israe l. To the Chri stian s at Corinth Paul 
wrote, givin g instruc tion s as to their conduct at the "tab le of the Lord" 
(1 Cor. 10:14 -22) . Even Boll says " the Lord's supper is 'The Lord' s 
table' ind eed , because he ordained it; and there hi s disciples by faith 
hold 'mys tic, sweet commun ion' with their absent Lord" (K. 53) . Since 
they had the Lord' s table then, and ate and dra nk thereat, the time when 
the apo stl es were to sit on twelve thrones j udging the twelv e tribe s of 
Israe l had come . 

JUDGING 
What is meant by the term "jud ging"? A judge may declare what 

the law is, or pass sentence. Th at the apostles have decl ared what the 
law is no one dispu tes ; and they have passed sentence , in th at they have 
told us the chara cters that shall be saved and tho se th at shall be lost. 
The decrees ord ained by the apo stle s, the chur ch concurrin g, was their 
jud gment , or deci sion, respectin g the Gentil es (Acts 15). In fact, 
.Tames , in givin g h is decision in the matter , said, "Where fore my jud g
ment is" that we wri te so and so. He again refers to thi s action as 
"givin g jud gment" (Acts 21 :25). Thi s decision was as much a jud g
ment on th e Jewi sh Christi ans as on the Gentiles . In fact, the whole 
decision was rat her aimed at those Jewish Christians who were troubling 
th e Gentil e Christian s. Th e sta temen t of Jame s prove s this: "My jud g
ment is that we troubl e not them that from amon g the Gentiles turn to 
God" (Act s 15 :19). Paul jud ged the wicked person in the chur ch at 
Corinth (1 Cor. 5:3). 

Sometim es a person by super ior conduct jud ges, or condemns, 
another. It is thus that the uncircumci sion might jud ge the circum 
cision (Ro . 2:27). In obey ing God, Noah cond emned the wicked world 
(Heb. 11 :7 ). It is in this sense that "the men of Nineveh shall stand 
up in the jud gment ," and "the queen 0f the south shall ri se up in the 
jud gment ," "with thi s genera tion , and shall condemn it" (Mt. 12 :41, 
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42). Certainly this does not mean that the men of Nineveh and the " 
que en of Sheba will sit on jud gmen t thrones at the judgment and pa!!!! 
sentence of condemnation on the people who lived while Jesus was 
here. By their conduct they condemn the indifferent and disobedient. 
In this sense we are judgin g, and will judge. 

REIGNING 
It is through the grace of Christ and his ri ghteou sness, and not 

throu gh compul sion, that Christ reigns now. Of course, back of this is 
hi s authorit y. Christians who overcome and are helping to extend his 
kin gdom are reignin g with him. Those who assist in extending a king· 
dom and in maint ainin g its laws are factors in the rule and government 
of that kin gdom. The over-coming Christian is doin g that very thing in 
Christ's kingdom. "Already ye are filled, already ye are become rich, 
ye have come to reign without us: yea and I would that ye did reign, 
that we also might reign with you" (1 Cor. 4:8). Paul here first speaks 
in irony-" ye have come to reign without us." He spoke thi s to those 
who antagonized him. They thought that they were rei gning in his 
absence in that they were running things pretty much to suit them
selves. But when he said, " I would that ye did rei gn," he gives them 
to unders tand that they were not reigning. Had they been extending the 
kin gdom of Christ and bringing men in subjection to him, they would 
have been reigning. But by their conduct they were hinderin g the exten
sion of Christ's kingdom and stirring up rebellion in those already his 
subjects. Hence , P aul said, I wish ye did reign, for then we (apostles) 
would reign with you. The apostles were Christ's mouth-pieces, his law 
givers , and in that way they reign with Christ. Had the ones Paul re
proved at Corinth been extending the kingdom of Christ and his laws, 
they would have been re ignin g with Christ, and in that way the apostles 
would have been reigning with them. 

Christians reign in thi s life. "For if, by the trespass of one, death 
rei gned through the one; much more shall they that receive the abun
dance of grace and of the gift of ri ghteou sness reign in life through the 
one, even Jesus Christ" ( Ro. 5: 17) . Of course this reigning is done on 
this earth, under the heavens. 

With the foregoing facts before us why should any one try to build 
a theory as to any supposed future reign? Can such theory contribute to 
any one's pre sent good or happine ss? It is certain that the desire to 
reign over ten cities ,yith a rod of iron cannot aid one in cultivating 
the necessary graces of gentleness, meeknes s, long suffering, and for
bearance. As such pro spect does not appeal to many Chri stians it could 
not stimulate such to more faithful service. But it mu st be acknowl
edged that there is in some an incurable mania for ruling somebody. 
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c Thi s thou ght is peculi arly allurin g to some pre achers, and conditions 
contri bute to its culti vation. They go and pr each; sinn ers reject their 
pr eaching, scoff at their sermon s, and sometim es persecute them. What 
more natural that some temperments should silently thr eaten: Never 
mind; some day I may be sent to this pl ace to reign over you. Billy 
Sund ay, a pre -mill enniali st, said at P ittsbur g, "P erh aps the Lord will 
say to me, 'Bill , you go back and reign over that Pittsbur g bunch.' " 
Such prospe cts seem to be allurin g to pr e-millenni ali sts, for they all 
hold up the rul e of the saints as a prominent , if not essential, feature 
of their pro gram for the fut ure. Brother Boll is no exception to the 
rule, but hi s writin gs pro ve it ju st the same, for in hi s three booklets the 
rule of the saint s in the Mill ennium is mentioned somethin g like one 
hundred and fifty times. But the idea of some day being able to reign 
over people and brin g them to ju stice does not appeal to some people. 

._I 

The Great Tribulation 
Brother Boll ha s a period of time immedi ately preceding the 

Millennium which he designates, "The Great Tribul ation.'' This "Great 
Tribulation " will foll ow the takin g up of the disciples, says Boll, so 
that the chur ch will not pass throu gh thi s "Gre at Tribulation.'' With 
him the great tr ibul ation is a definite period of time yet to be, to which 
he applie s the statement in Revelation concernin g the great tribulation 
and also a statement of Chri st about the tribulation as recorded in 
Matthew 24 , Luke 21, and Mark 13. But the statem ents of the Lord do 
not fit Boll 's idea of thin gs ; for Jesus there admoni shed the disciples 
to flee from Jude a to the mountain s when the tribulations there men
tioned are closing in up on them. Accordin g to Boll , there will be no 
discipl es in Jud ea or anywhere else on the earth when this tribulation 
begins. Yet Jesus exh ort s them to flee with haste, and to pray that their 
"flight be not in the winter , neither on a sabbath"-"Not in the winter," 
becau se of the exposure to which they would be subjected; "neither on 
a sabbath ," because the Jewish authoritie s would allow no journeys on 
that day. The se fact s ups et Boll' s theory that the tribulation spoken of 
by the Savior app ly to Boll's "Great Tribulation"; and render s void 
hi s appli cation of the ph rase "imm ediately after these days," as apply
ing to the coming of Chri st immedi ately after Boll' s "Great Tribula
tion." Besides the cir cumstances of thi s discour se pl ainly set aside 
Boll' s idea that th is discour se of the Savior referred to any supposed 
tribul ation yet to be. 

With natural prid e the discip les said to Jesus, "T eacher , behold, 
what manner of stone s and what manner of buildin gs!" Jesus replied: 
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"There shall not be left here one stone upon another, which shall not be 
thrown down" (Mk. 13 :2). Over on the Mount of Olives the disciples 
asked him, "When shall these thin gs be? and what sha ll be the sign of 
thy coming, and of the end of the world?" (Margina l reading, "the 
consummation of the age") (Mt. 24:3). Or as recorded by Mark, 
"When shall these thin gs be? and wha t shall be the sign when these 
thin gs are all about to be accomplis hed?" (Mk. 13 :4) . Luke 's report 
is the same as Mark's. The thin gs " to be accompli shed ," refe rred to in 
the second question, were the thin gs Jesus had just pr edicted, namely, 
the complete destruction of the temple build ings. But Matthew records 
the second question in these word s : "Wha t shall be the sign of thy 
coming, and of the end of the world" (or age)? So if we allow these 
writers to interpret each other the comin g of the Lord and the end of 
the age there referred to was nothin g more nor less than the coming of 
the Lord in his destructi ve jud gment upon Jeru salem. But are these 
destructive jud gment s, which were sometime s visited upon cities and 
nations, ever referred to as a coming of the Lord? To this question the 
scripture s give a plain answer. To Baby lon Jehovah said: "They come 
from a far country, from the uttermost par t of heaven, even Jehovah, 
and the weapons of his indi gnation , to destroy the whole land" (Isa. 
13:5). Here Jehov ah told Babylon that he would come to her with 
weapons of indign ation. Thi s destruction would be brought upon her by 
the Medes (V. 17) . So Jehovah pl ainly tell s Babylon that he would 
come to her in thi s destru ctive jud gment; and in figurative language he 
describes to them the darkne ss of the outlook to them in that hour: "For 
the stars of heaven and the constell ation s thereof shall not give · their 
light; the sun shall be darkened in its going forth, and the moon shall 
not cause its light to shine" (V. 10). Thi s dark hour for Babylon, 
described in this figurative lan guage, may help us to under stan d a like 
figurative description for the darkness which would come upon Jeru
salem (Mt. 24:29). The darkne ss here described is yet upon the Jews. 
Again, the Lord said to Egypt: "Behold, Jehov ah rideth upon a swift 
cloud, and cometh unto Egypt: and the idol s of Egypt sha ll tr emble at 
his presence; and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the mid st of it" 
(Isa. 19:1). 

The jud gment of Jehovah upon Israel of old, which came upon 
them in their being carried into Babyloni an captivity , is referred to by 
Isaiah as "the day of visitation," that is, the day in which the Lord 
visited them in that calamitous jud gment. To the Jews Jesus said, "And 
when he drew ni ght, he saw the city and wept over it , saying, If thou 
hadst known in thi s day, even thou, the things which belong unto peace! 
but now they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon 
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thee, when thine enemies shall cast up a bank about thee, and compass 
thee round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall da sh thee to the 
ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee 
one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy 
visitation" (Lk. 19 :41-44). So the destruction of Jeru salem is referred 
to as "the time of thy visitation," that is, the time in which the Lord 
would visit them in destructive jud gments. So the tribulation spoken of 
in Matthew 24 is not yet to be. 

' 
Some Guesses Are Harmful 

In an effort to defend Brother Boll , it has been said that his 
theories are only a lot of harmle ss guesses; but is that correct? It 
depends on what is involved in a guess as to whether or not it is 
harmle ss. The foundation upon which a person base s hi s guess may, 
in some of its features, be directly antagonistic to the Bible and God's 
plan of the gospel; and herein is where Boll's guesses are harmful. 
Here are some of the harmful errors on which Boll 's guesses are based, 
namely, that-

Daniel 2 :44 has not been fulfilled. 
Jesus came to establish a world-empire instead of a spiritual 

kin gdom. 
Hi s kin gdom will begin in the Millennium. 
He is now training and testing men for rulers. This fill s men who 

think they belong to this class with a feeling of self-import ance. 
The New Covenant has not yet been established , but will be in the 

Millennium-in some vague undefined way it applies to us now in 
principle. 

That no prophecy of the Old Testament applies to the pre sent order 
of things. 

That James erred in applying the prophecy of Amos to the con
version of the Gentiles. 

That some of the prophecies concernin g Babylon have not been 
fulfilled, and, according to Boll, some of these prophecies are bound 
to fail. This discredits God's word. 

That only a definite number of people can be saved in this present 
dispensation. This theory antagonizes the whole plan of world-redemp
tion throu gh Chri st, as set forth in the New Testament. 

That everything finds its climax in the Millennium, and it ends in a 
failure. So all God's plans and prophecies find their climax in a failure. 

Guesses that involve all these thin gs cannot be harmle ss, but are 
wrong and harmful at every point and angle, 
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Paragraphs 
If Jesus offered the Jews sovereign dominion durin g his earth-life, 

they could have made out a case of high-treason before Pil ate, and 
Pilate, as a Roman officer, would have found him guilty , but himself 
said, "I find no fault in this man." 

If Brother Boll is ri ght on the kin gdom, then it is stran ge that no 
charge of hi gh-tre ason was lodged agains t them at Phillippi (Acts 16), 
nor at Ephesus (Acts 19), nor before Caludiu s Lysias (Acts 22 :26-29). 
He found Paul "acc used about question s of their law, but to have noth
ing laid to his charge worthy of death or of bonds." Evidently no 
charge of preachin g treason was lod ged before him. He was charged 
before Felix with being "a mover of insurrection among all the Jews 
throughout the world." But Paul said, "Neither can they prove to thee 
the thin gs whereof they now accuse me" (Acts 24). And Paul called 
on his accusers to name one thin g that might be considered an offense 
by Felix. 

Before Festus they could make no case. Paul said , "nor against 
Caesar have I sinned at all" (Acts 25:1-2). Festus could not even frame 
an accusation worthy of presenting to Caesar (Acts 25: 13-22) . 

Festus and Agrippa found in Paul nothin g worthy of death or 
bonds (Acts 26 :30-32 ) . Paul was not preaching the supremacy of 
national Israel. 

It is held that Jesus arose with immortalized body, and that with 
that body as it was durin g the forty days will he return. It appears that 
no one should dogmatic ally so assert. There are indication s to the con
trary. John says it does not yet appear what we shall be , but when he 
appears we shall be like him , for we shall see him as he is. John saw 
him during the forty day s. He knew ju st how that body looked. Yet 
he says, though we shall be like him , it does not appear what we shall 
be. Paul was blinded by his dazzling glory. Even Moses ' countenance, 
after being with Jehovah, was so bri ght Israel could not look upon 
his face. 

In an important sense the Lord is always present, and yet there are 
occasions when his pre sence is so pronounced and his hand so manifest 
in some particular work, bles sing, or disaster, it is said he comes on 
such occasions. Just here pre-millennialists are not very discriminating 
-like all other theorists they find proof in pas sages that have no bear
ing on the question. 

David prayed for the Shepherd of Israel to "come to save us" 
(Ps. 80:1 , 2). "Oh when wilt thou come unto me" (Ps. 101:2). Cer
tainly he war;; here praying for the Lord to bless and comfort him. "If 
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a man love me he will keep my word: and my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him" (Jno, 
14:23). Certainly this is not the coming at the end of the age. 

Brother Boll thinks that Jesus referred to his "second coming" 
when he said to Thyatira, "That which ye have, hold fast till I come" 
(Rev. 2 :25). Yet in the same chapter the Lord said to Ephesus, "Repent 
and do the first work s; or else I will come to thee, and will move thy 
candlestick out of its place, except thou repent" (V. 5). Again, in the 
same chapter he said to Pergamum, "Repent therefore; or else I come 
to thee quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of my 
mouth" (V. 16). In the third chapter he said to Philadelphia, "I come 
quickly" (V. 11). Certainly these comings do not refer to his coming 
at the end of the age. Then to Laodicea he said, "Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock: if any man hear my voice and open the door, I will 
come in to him , and will sup with him, and he with me" (V. 20). Also 
to the church at Sardi s he said, "If therefore thou shalt not watch, I 
will come as a thief , and thou shalt not know what hour I will come 
upon thee" (V. 3). Six times in these seven letters the Lord speaks of 
coming; why then should Boll pick out one as applying to the last com
ing? We do not believe the Lord deceived those good people at Thya
tira by leadin g them to believe his last coming might occur while they 
lived. The Lord will come again to judge the world, but not every 
coming mentioned refers to that event. 

IT IS FINISHED 
Jesus said ju st before his death, "I have glorified thee on the 

earth , havin g accomplished the work which thou hast given me to do" 
(Jno. 17 :4), evidently referring to his work on earth. But, according 
to Boll's theory, such was far from the truth, for, according to his 
theory, he had failed to brin g about Israel's restoration, the center and 
circumference of Boll 's theory; which would require a thousand years ' 
to accompli sh. Inde ed, if Boll is ri ght , his real earth labors had hardly 
begun. Was Jesus deceived in thinking that in his short ministry he 
had finished hi s work, when in fact the Father had at least a thousand 
years of work for him on earth? 

Brother Boll says that Jesus cannot rule on the earth, cannot sit on 
David's thron e, so lon g as the Devil's throne is here. That is singular. 
David sat on that thr one and exercised its authority while the Devil's 
throne was here. Can the reader figure out what is the matter that 
Jesus Chri st cannot do the same thing? 

With Brother Boll the "fir st resurrection" is like the "second com
ing," in that they both have "stages." He has some raised at the "first 

"fth" d.,, dth 'd th" d stage o e secon comrng, an o ers raise at e secon stage" 
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of the "second coming"-"first stage" of his "second coming," and 
"second stage" of his "seco nd coming"; also, "first stage" of the "first 
resurr ection" and "second stage" of the "first resurrection." These 
"stages" are pure invention s to meet the demand s of a theory. So it 
seems to us. What theory is it that cannot be sustained by such 
invention s? 

Brother Boll is wrong in thinking that it was God's ori ginal pur
po se to bless the world throu gh national Israel. It is true that Jesus 
came of the seed of Abraham and of the royal family of David , accord
ing to th e flesh. In th at way, and in no other, so far as we can discover, 
was it God's purpo se to bless the world in thi s age throu gh Israel, and 
in that sense Israe l has served her purpose. Christ came; the church 
was built, not as a temporary substitute for God's ori ginal plan , but 
as the fulfillm ent and consummation of his plan to ble ss the world. 
"Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, was this grace given, 
to preach unto the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; and to 
make all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery which for 
ages hath been hid in God who created all things; to the intent that 
now unto the princip aliti es and the powers in the heavenly places might 
be made known throu gh the chur ch the manifold wisdom of God, ac
cordin g to the eternal purpose which he purpo sed in Chri st Jesus our 
Lord " (Eph. 3 :8-11. God's eternal purpose, then, was that through 
the church, and not throu gh national Israel , should be made known 
the manifold wisdom of God. 

If Bro ther Boll is correct as to the prophets, Jehovah deceived the 
Jews in th at he led them to believe that, at the first comin g of Christ, 
their kin gdom would be restored , Christ would sit on David 's throne in 
Jeru salem, and a gloriou s era would be ushered in. The Lord also 
deceived the church at Thyatira in leading them to believe that he might 
come while tHey lived, if Boll is correct. Can any one believe that God 
so dealt with man, that he was the direct cause of a deception that 
worked the Jews up to such high hope s, and then so disappointed them 
that th ey could not believe? According to Boll, what they were lookin g 
for was exactly what God had promised in all the prophecie s, and the 
thin g that was given was a thin g that never had been revealed! If Boll 
is correc t, no wonder , as Boll says, they could not believe--what God 
had promised made it impo ssible for them to believe in what he actually 
gave! And yet Boll would have us believe that Jehovah to "save his 
face" offered them "in good faith" that which he knew they would not 
accep t, and gave in its stead that which he certainly knew they would 
reject! All hi s blatant and dogmatic assertions on thi s point seem to 
us to be the slanderous ebulitions of a blasphemous blatherskite. Thus 
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will speculative theorie s lead men of otherwise good intentions to in
dul ge in ar guments that are a reflection on Jehovah, just as the specula
tive theori es of the Jews led th em to reje ct and crucify their Lord. 

Broth er Boll says : " Upon the new earth are nations still, but 
nation s now of men rede emed, resurr ected, living in a blis sful social 
orga nization and intercour se of whi ch we are not able to conceive. The 
Holy City is their Sanctu ary . Th ither they come continuou sly, and they 
brin g the glory and the honor of the nation s into it" (K. 78). Also he 
says: "In that new earth there are peopl es and nations, redeemed for 
ever , and leading a glori fied existence- yet distinct from the Bride, the 
Lamb' s wife herself who has her abode in the city with which she is 
identi fied .... The redeemed nation s of the new earth walk by the light 
of the city ; and their kin gs brin g th e glory and honor of the nations into 
it, as the sacre d tr ibute and sacri fice of prai se. But none have access 
into it , ... save those whose names stand writt en in the Lamb's book of 
life " (R. 72) . In the new ear th th e Chri st (He ad and Body) dwell in 
the new Jeru salem, and the redeemed nation s over which they rule will 
not be admitt ed into that city. Who these red eemed nations are, he has 
not told us, but , althou gh redeemed and cleansed by the blood of Christ, 
they will not be allow ed to associate with the chur ch class ; but must 
contr ibut e to the glory and honor of the church clas s. Thi s is Rus
sellism thi nly veiled-a grossly mat eri ali stic conception of eternity, but 
in keepi ng with Boll' s concepti on of the Kin gdom of Chri st. 

Imm ediately fo llowin g the Mill ennium Brother Boll has a period 
of time in which tr ouble prevails because of the loosing of Satan; then 
comes the last resur rection, and jud gment of the great white throne; 
then comes the new heaven and the new earth. The New Jerusalem then 
comes down out of heaven. His statement s concernin g conditions in the 
new earth are rath er mystif ying. Hear him: "As a consequence of the 
descent and presence of this new Jerusalem in the midst of the new 
earth and its inhabiters, all evil is for evermore bani shed" (R. 70) . No 
evil , th en, is to be in the new earth. Yet he says: "21 :27 implies that 
even th en there are be ings whose names are not amon g the redeemed; 
and 22: 15 pl ain ly says so" (R. 72). The se statements are contra
dictory . 

"The Book of Revelation" 
Of the book of Revelation, Bro ther Boll says, "No other New Testa

ment bo ok comes so near being shunn ed as thou gh it were perilous 
gro und." On th e other h and it may be as truthfully said that no other 
New Testament boo k is so assiduou sly studied by theorists and upon no 
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other New Testam ent book has so many wild theories been built. And 
the fact that so many wild theories have been constructed out of the 
symbols and prophecies of Revelation has led some thoughtful people 
to conclude that, since these theorists do not agree among themselves, 
ea ch contending the other wron g, the study of Revelation cannot be very 
profitable. Theorists make much ado abo ut it being a revelation, a 
book to be under stood, etc. Well , it is not so hard to unders tand what 
is in the book, but to outline a course of events here on earth corres
ponding to those symbo ls is ano ther matter. Do these theorists under
stand the application? Hear how Boll talks about theorist s : "At the 
sight of what the int erpreters, who have sought for 'fulfillments' in the 
annal s of past hi story, have done with (and to) these trumpet-judgments 
one turns away disheartened. I will not take time to present the wonder
ful guesses, the follies and foibles, and endless, pitiful contradictoi;y 
puerilities so many of them have offered us; and which, I make free t·o 
say, would, if accepted, make the book of Revel ation practically worth
less. With great and learned labor, with all sorts of hermeneutical 
devices , jack s and blocks and tackles, they make hi storical events fit to 
the word of prophecy or vice versa .... Were it not that most of the 
current commentaries and int erpreta tion s of Revelation were of this 
sort it would not be worthy of notice" (R. 36). 

Of the contents of The Revel ation Boll says, "Things that must 
come to pass, inevitably must, and there is no help for it" (R. 2). If 
that statement is correct, there is not a condit ional prophecy in the 
book. And this Boll would have us believe, for he continues thus: "Here 
we are not in the realm of 'cond itional prophecy,' such as described in 
Jer. 18:7-10. The cond iti ons that demand the coming of these events 
have already lon g ago, and irrevocably been fulfilled; the die is long 
since cast; the whole matter is settl ed and certain: these are things 
that must come to pass" (R. 2). \Vell , thi s leave s no room for any 
per sons or people, mentioned in this book, to change their ways for the 
better or for the worse. The whole thing, lik e a moving picture , is on 
the film and is only waiting to be reeled off. Where, th en, is freedom 
of will for any of the people or nations concerned? 

Only one theorist at a time und erstands the book of Revelation, 
and he is certain all others are wrong . But if some theorist by the 
mere st chance should be right, there is no way for him or any one else 
to know that he is right till the events occur. Yet every theori st of this 
much abused book is so certain of the correc tness of the pro gra m he 
outlines that it would seem that each one will be disappointed unless 
Jehovah takes hi s theory as a chart to go by in working out the course 
which he has outlined in symbo ls ! 

' ' 
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But even Boll does not claim to under stand everything in Revela
tion. Hear him: "We do not attempt to sett le the question as to what 
or who these four 'living ones' are. It is not needful to an understand
ing of thi s book that every such question be settled, and every detail 
and symbol understood" (R. 24) . It would seem then, that any question 
which he cannot settle is not necessary to be understood. If he doesn't 
understand it, it is not necessary to be understood. And yet , though he 
does not under stand who or what these four 'living ones' are , they so 
resemble the cherubims of Ezekiel's vision (Ezk. 10) "we ar e justified 
in ca llin g them that " (R. 25). But no man is ju stified in making an 
application of any scripture while confessing he does not understand 
it. To do so is the verie st reckle ssness in handling God's word, and 
shows such an one to be an unsafe teacher of God's word. But this is 
characteri stic of theorist s. 

Boll says the four horse s in Rev. 6:1-8 are the same as those in 
Zech. 6:1-8 (R. 29, 30). Are they? In Rev. 6:1-6 , the first horse was 
white; the second, red; the third, black; and the fourth , pale. In Zech. 
6:1-8, the first hor ses were red; the second, bla ck; the third , white; and 
the fourth, grizzled. In Rev. 6: 1-8 there was one hors e of each color; 
in Zachariah there were hor ses of each color. In Rev. 6:1-8 each horse 
had a rider, and nothin g is said about chariots; in Zachariah the horses 
are in chariots, and nothin g is said about riders. Yet in the face of this 
Boll dogmatically affirms they were the same . It must be so to fit his 
theory, and he hesitates not to so affirm of them. Of course there is 
no speculation in his theory-of course not! Boll is quite certain that 
nothing repre sented in thi s vision of the horses and riders could relate 
to anything before John saw the vision-with him everything in the 
book from chapter 4: 1 is future as to the time John wrote ( R. 23) . 
Let the reader keep this in mind. 

When the fifth seal was opened , John "saw underneath the altar 
the soul s of them th at had been slain for the word of God, and for the 
testimon y which they held: and they cried with a great voice saying, 
How lon g, 0 Master, the holy and true , dost thou not judge and 
aven ge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?" (Rev. 6:9-11) . This 
then comes before the "first stage" of Chri st's second coming, for at 
that time the dead saint s are to be raised, and with the livin g saints 
caught up with the Lord. But as a matter of fact, this book of Revela
tion is stran gely silent as to Boll 's "first stage" of Chri st's coming . Boll 
has the "first stage" to occur immediat ely before the "Great Tribula
tion." 

Boll would have us believ e that what John saw in chapter 7 is a 
parenthetical statement (R. 33) taken out of its regular place some-
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where else. To let it stand where it is, as it comes between the opening 
of the sixth seal (Rev. 6:12-16) and the seventh seal (Rev. 8:1-2), 
would up set his theory; for these companies came out of the great 
tribul ation , and , accordin g to Boll , " the Great Tribulation" does not 
begin till af ter the openin g of the seventh seal. There is nothing in Rev. 
7 to show that John would have us believe th at the events there recorded 
are deliberately mention ed out of their regular order. Why, then, 
should Boll dogmatically affirm that it does describe events out of their 
histori cal order? There is only one reason-his theory demands it. 
And yet he has no theory to support! No, no, not he-theories and 
specul ation s are not in hi s lin e. What man in his right mind can 
believe it? 

What the four tump ets mentioned in chapter 8 are Boll does not 
know; but he says "it would not add much to our und erstanding of the 
book as a whol e" (R. 38), if we did under stand it. There it is again
what he can fit into hi s theory is plain, and what does not form a part 
of hi s theory - well , it is not necessary that we understand that! But 
ju st how did he learn th at to und erstand about these four trumpets 
would not contrib ute to an und ers tandin g of the book as a whole? 
Wh o said so? Boll! No other authorit y is cited. 

But he tell s us what the locusts are that follow the fifth trumpet, 
thou gh if John knew he did not tell us. Those locusts , Boll declares , are 
"an irruption of evil sp irits from beneath, demons of the pit, let loose 
in jud gmen t up on the world" (R. 39) . When these locu sts come , if they 
are not what Boll thinks, his preconce ived opinion may blind him , as 
in the case of the J ews who rejected Chri st because he did not fit their 
theorie s. It is safer not to form a theory as to what they are-one will 
be in a bett er frame of mind to recognize them when they come. The 
mist ake and fat e of the Jews 1.hould admonish one not to theorize on 
prophecie s. 

The horses of the armi es following the sixth trumpet were not real 
horses, so Boll inform s us-there were too many of them, and they 
were too fri ghtful , to be hor ses- they were only for ces of evil, 200 
million (R. 39) . Shou ld we not vote Brother Boll our thanks for telling 
us that which John did not tell? 

"S uddenly the scene changes. Jerusalem now is the pl ace: dis
obed ient unbelievin g Israel is there again , and their temple is rebuilt" 
(R. 4,0 ). Thu s he has the Jews restored to Jeru salem in their rebellion. 
But is Boll cert ain of thi s? He affirms it outri ght , but is he certain of 
it? He has told us th at the land promi se to Abra ham, Isaac , and Jacob 
was a sure and "unch angeable promi se" (K. 22) , and that Chri st in
herited the throne of David and the land promi se, and that he would 
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reign on David's throne in Jerusalem. Again, "But the observant reader 
of the prophets will notice that it is always after the national restora
tion and exaltation of Israel, and always throu gh restored Israel, and 
in subservience to Israel that the Gentiles were to be blessed" (K. 63). 
He also told us that the thin gs in Revelation were unalterably fixed, 
that they must be; and yet after all this, and much more, and after 
sayin g that Israel is restored in chapter 11, he ends all these long 
ar gument s and dogmatic assertions with an-"If." "If ever the Jews 
get control of Jerusalem again, they will of course rebuild their 
temple at once" (R. 40). "If"! And his whole theory hinges on the 
restoration of the Jews to their ancient home. "If"! and thus his 
laboriou sly erected plan glides away on a little "if" into the realm of 
dream-theorie s. "If"! Thu s he confe sses, what all Bible students have 
known, that he is not certain of his own theory. "If"! Thus he goes 
over the country stirrin g up confusion and strife over "unchangeable 
promises" and over matters th at are "certain and settled," all of which 
end in an "if." "If"! If Boll had not used that "if" where he did, he 
would be better plea sed with himself when he reads this. And, too, 
those who have placed their confidence in him as such a wonderful Bible 
teacher would have more confidence in his ability. "If." Yes, by that 
"if" he confe sses that he has pre sented only a wild speculative theory. 
"If " ! Why did he say it? Ju st this: In an unguarded moment he gave 
expre ssion to a doubt that lies deep in his heart. 

Again Brother Boll finds another parenthesis, "the great paren
thesis. " He says, "Any attempt to bring these visions of chapter 12, 
13 and 14, into dire ct connection and sequence with the rest violates 
the structure of the book. " The se chapters , he says, are "in no direct 
sequence with what precede s or follows" (R. 43). He is sure that we 
cannot understand Revelation unle ss we recognize this portion as 
parenthetical; yet , accordin g to him , it covers the whole period from 
chapter 4.:1 to the end of chapter 19. Nothing, then , in these chapters 
mu?t ante-d ate chapter 4:1 , nor follow chapter 19. Indeed he has 
already told us that everythin g from chapter 4: 1 is future as to the 
time John wrote , all was to happen after John wrote. Boll himself does 
not believe that. Here is proof definite and conclusive. 

The twelfth chapter open s with a sign in heaven: a woman about 
to be deliver ed of a man-child , with the great dra gon standing by to 
destroy the child. Who was the man-child? The man-child was born 
and cau ght up into heav en and the woman fled into the wilderness, after 
bein g pur sued by the dra gon. What was that woman, and what was 
the man-child? Says Boll , "This mystic man-child is not simply the 
Child that was born at Bethlehem , but the Christ as including both 



76 Christ and His Kingdom 

him self , the Head, and the Chur ch , His spiritual Body, which is one 
with him" (R. 44). Now, Chri st had been born before John wrote. 
Had the chu rch come into existence before John wrot e ? But who was 
the woman? Boll answers : "It was not the chur ch that brought forth 
the man-child, of course ; but of Israel , both ideall y and literally, 
spran g Chri st, and the chur ch which is his body .... Israel brou ght 
forth the Chr ist and the church " (R. 44,) . Had thi s woman been deliv
ered of the man-child when John wrote? Boll says the church was 
establi shed on the first Pentecost after the re surre ction of Chri st (K. 
20 ) . Yet he says that everythin g from chapter 4: 1 happened after 
John wrot e. Why should any man be so reckless? One thin g is certain: 
No thou ghtful person will be carried away with such froth. 

THE SPIRITUAL MOTHER 

And Israel gave birth to the church.-Boll. Reader , had you ever 
wondered who your spi ritual mother is ? Well, you've found her now
disobedient nation al Israe l , rejected of God , is the mother of us all! 
But the dr agon sought to destro y the man-child . Well, if Boll is correct 
(and he is not) , the mothe r also turn ed on her own offsprin g, and God .J 
rejected her for such unnatur al crime! And that murderes s is our 
moth er- the mother of the spiritual body of Chri st-and she hate s her 
offsprin g yet. Well , who is that woman? If John knew he did not tell 
us? "Sec ret thin gs belong to God," and everyone who respect s God's 
silence will let the matt er rest with God till such time as he sees fit to 
reveal it. A devout student of God' s word will respect God' s silence as 
mu ch as h is voice. 

THE COMPOSITE CHRIST 

Boll tell s us that the child is " the Chri st as includin g both himself, 
the head, and the chu rch , hi s spiritu al bod y, which is one with him" 
( R. 44). "That the man-child of chapter 12 :5 is none other than the 
Chri st; but not the individual Chri st alon e, but hi s bod y, the church, 
also, seen as connected with h im" (R. 79) . "The Chri st," then , is the 
head and the bod y, or chur ch. Th at is Russelli sm pure and simple. 
Hear Ru ssell: 

"Al though the Lord considers us individuall y, and in man y respects 
deals with us individuall y, yet our standin g befo re the Father is not so 
mu ch as units , but as members or part s of a unit, which unit is Chri st, 
lhe head and body." Again , " When the great Prophet and Life-giver, 
the great Pr iest after the order of Melchizede ck (Chri st, head and body, 
compl ete), stands forth to bless the world" (Ru ssell, in At-One-Ment, 
pp . 215 , 218). 

:J 
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"Christ, head and body, complete."-Russell. 
"The Chri st, then , is the head and the body, or church."-Boll. 
Did anyone ever see that idea before Russell put it forth? In our 

readin g we never saw it till we found it in Russell's works. And yet 
Boll does not hold to one distinctive principle of Russellism. But, then, 
we are reminded that since Boll adopted thi s it is no longer peculiar 
to Russelli sm ! 

Again: "Even the Gentile contingent sprang out of Israel's coven
ant-promises" (R. 44). But how did "the Gentile contingent" spring 
"out of Israel's covena nt-promises ," if Boll is correct in saying, "But 
the observ ant reader of the prophets will notice that it is always after 
the national restoration and exaltation of Israel , and always through 
restored Israel and in subveri ence to Israel that the Gentiles were to be 
blessed" (K. 63). But Boll declares that the restoration and exaltation 
of national Israel ha s not taken place. Then we are forced to inquire: 
How did Gentile Christi ans sprin g out of Israel's covenant-promises if 
all taught the Gentiles were to be bles sed through national Israel? 

But this child was caught up to God's throne. With Boll this is the 
taking back of the church to heaven with him at the "first stage" of his 
~econd comin g ; for, you remember he said that the child is Christ and 
the church. "The Great Tribulation" immediately follows the taking 
up of the church , according to Boll's pro gram. Then he tells us that 
the Jews , already gathered back to Jerus alem, will on account of their 
sufferin gs, seek the Lord . Yet he says, "If ever the Jews get control of 
Jerusalem again," etc. 

Then Boll makes an attempt to expl ain the beast of Rev. 13. (See 
R. 44-46.) He identifie s this bea st with Daniel's fourth beast (Dan. 7). 
For a fuller discu ssion of the beast see this tract, page 19. There were 
only four beasts, four universal world kingdoms; and Boll says the 
fourth was Rome, and "Rome is gone" (K. 18). And yet he says this 
fourth beast of Revelation "is the fourth beast himself" (R. 46). It is 
Rome revived again, he says. And yet he says, "and not the fourth 
beast (Rome) as it was and passed; nor yet a new, a different, a fifth 
one (for there were not to be five, only four world-powers)-but the 
fourth one 'in the latter time of his kingdom,' revived and returned in 
Satanic power" (R. 46). Is that clear to you? If not, perhaps this 
will help: "The fourth beast of Daniel 's vision is unquestionably and 
admittedly Rome, and Rome has long since passed away" (K. 75). The 
fourth beast, then, died. So the beast of Revelation is "not the fourth 
beast (Rome) as it was and passed." All four have gone. And yet 
another comes up, but it is not a fifth one-there were only four
and it is not the fourth one that passed away. Yes, it is the fourth one. 
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Can you understand that? Neither can we. 
Concernin g Babylon he says, "The student of the old prophecies 

concernin g Babyl on may have been impre ssed by the actual non-fulfill
.nent of some of the predictions concerning Babylon's sudden, utt er, and 
eternal overthrow" (R . 54,) . Thi s he says to prepare the reader to 
believe that Babylon may be rebuilt. There is no "may be" about it. 
If some of the proph ecies concerning Baby lon ha ve not been fulfilled, 
then Baby Ion must be rebuilt, or else proph ecies fai l. Yet he says, 
"Whe ther old Babyl on be rebuilt or the equiva lent of it ," etc. (R. 55). 
so then Boll is doubtful whether all the prophecies concerning Babylon 
will ever be fulfill ed. But we have no doubts concern ing the prophecies 
and the future of Babylon. God says, "It shall never be inh abited, 
neither shall it be dwelt in fr om genera tion to generat ion" (Isa. 13: 
17-22). ''Thou shalt be desolate for ever saith Jehovah" (Jer. 51:26). 
If Boll is ri ght , some of the prophecie s concerning Bab ylon are bound 
to fail. Some of them he says ha ve not been fulfill ed; so if Baby lon 
is never rebuilded these prophecies fail. But J ehovah says: "Thou shalt 
be desolate for ever." "And I will render unt o Babylon and to all the 
inhabitants of Chaldea all their evil s that they have don e in Zion in 
your sight , saith Jehovah. Behold, I am again st thee, 0 destroying 
mountain, saith Jehov ah , which destro yest all the eart h; and I will 
stretc h out my hand upon thee, and roll thee down from the rocks, and 
will make thee a burnt mount ain. And they shall not take of thee a 
stone for a corner , nor a ston e for a found ation; but thou shalt be 
desolate for ever" (Jer. 51 :24,-26). So if Baby lon is rebuilt this proph
ecy of Jeremi ah fa il s. And if Boll is correc t other prophecies will fail 
if it is not rebuilt. Boll 's theory concern ing Babylon denies the truth
fulne ss of Jeremi ah' s prophecy, and Jeremiah' s prophecy up sets Boll's 
theory. It is Boll aga inst Jeremia h and Jerem iah aga inst Boll. We shall 
not lose any sleep watching to see who is ri ght. But we are astonished 
that any man will be so audaciou s as to construct a theor y that gives the 
lie to some of God's prophecies! It would not be so bad were it not 
that others, like young bird s with open mouth s, are ready to swallow 
such perni ciou s poi son. 

But who is the harlot of Rev. 17? And what is Baby lon? If the 
Lord explained these thin gs to Joh n, he did not requir e John to tell us. 
If the Lord had wanted us to know , he would have told us. Let us have 
enough regard for God to respect hi s silence. To add a guess where God 
is silent look s too much like add ing to the sayings which are written 
in "thi s book." 

The book of Revel ation is filled with symbol s and figures of speech. 
It has many interpreter ~, They do not agree in their theories. Every 
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theory finds its clim ax in the Millennium , and they do not agree as to 
the Mill ennium , nor as to what the bindin g of Satan means . If there 
should come a thou san d years of the most gloriou s thin gs that the 
wildest imagination can picture, theorizing will not change it, nor help 
us to enjoy it. Then , our theorie s are most likely to be wrong-in fact 
they are all wron g excep t the one the theori st him self is advancing, the 
theorist themselves being jud ges. 

In the Old Testam ent there were many, many prophe cies concern
ing Christ, and no devout Jew und erstood th em. The Ethiopi an Noble
man, reading a prophec y concerni ng Chri st th at seems perfectly pl ain 
to one who knew its fulfillment , was puzzl ed and asked Philip , "Of 
whom speaketh the prophet thi s ? of him self , or of some other?" To 
us, in the light of their fulfillm ent, the prophecies concernin g the 
Prophet and the Messiah seem perfectly pl ain. Yet the student of the 
prophecies amon gst the learned and devout Jews thou ght they referred 
to two person s, instead of one. A delegation was sent to John , i.nquirin g 
of him if he were the Christ. "I am not the Chr ist," he said . "Art thou 
the prophet?" He answ ered, "No. " Thus they distinguished between 
Chri st and the proph et. Th ey thou ght they had the prophecies concern
ing Christ and the kin gdom figured out, and their theorie s so be
numbed them th at their ears were stopp ed and their eyes were closed, 
and they believ ed not when the prophecies had been fulfilled before 
their eyes. Thu s we see how bli nd a per son becomes who builds theories 
on unfulfilled pro phecies, and what havoc such theories work with 
one's salvation . 

And why should a man build theorie s as to the Lord 's future pro
gram? He cannot know th at he is r ight. Why disturb the peace of 
the churches with fine-spun theorie s that end with an "if"? If a man's 
love for the church is greater than his vanity, he will not disurb the 
churches with his theories. If Boll's entire theory could be true, what 
blessin g comes to the church or humanity by parading it, and featuring 
it to the di sruption of con gregations? Study the prophecies? Cer
tainly; learn all about th em you can. But when tempted to theorize, 
be admonished by the blunder s of the Jews , and remember that God 
will not take your theory as a guide in fulfillin g the prophecies. The 
Jews builded theori es on the prophe cies, but God' s fulfillment of these 
prophecies demolish ed their structure and th ey went down with it. If 
a man is not admoni shed by hi s own limit ation s and the fate that befell 
Jewi sh theori sts, his case is hopeles s- he is smitten with an incur
able mania. 

Why cannot men be content with facts, without building theories on 
them? Darwin as a scientist discove red many valuable thin gs about 
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