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The apostle Paul declares in Hebrews
1:1-2, “God, who at sundry times and
in divers manners spake in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets, ha.
in these last days spoken unto us by
His Son, whom he hath appointed heir
of all things, by whom also he made
the worlds.” No longer does God speak
to the fathers, who rule the family, as
He did during the first age of the
world, known as the Patriarchal, nor
does He limit His religion to that of
a race as He did during the second dis-
pensation, known as the Mosaic. But
today He speaks through His Son, Jesus
Christ, the High Priest, Prophet, and
King, as He invites men of all races to
“come to the knowledge of the truth
and be saved.” Since God does not deal
with men as He did in ages past, we
must concern ourselves primarily with
the question, “What does God require
of men today?”

The third dispensation, in which we
now live, has been called the Christiar
dispensation because the Prophet, Priest
and King is Christ. This dispensation
comes as the fulfillment of God’s prom-
ise to Abraham given in the Patriarchal
Dispensation and found in Genesis 12:3,
“In thee shall all the families of the

earth be blest.” The law of this dispen-
sation is called a covenant, and is that

covenant which Jeremiah prophesied ir
the Mosaic age and found in Jeremial
31:31-33, “Behold the days come, saith
the Lord, that I will make a new cov
enant with the house of Israel, and
with the house of Judah.” Paul tells us
this side of the cross of Christ in He
brews 8:6-13 that this prophecy has been
fulfilled.

One of the greatest stumbling blocks

of peoples understanding of the Bible is
their belief that God’s law of the Old
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Testament is just as binding as that of
the New Testament. But the error of this

stand can be seen when we find that
cne law must be changed when the
oriesthood is changed, for we read in
Hebrews 7:12, “For the priesthood be-
ing changed, there is made of necessity
a change also of the law.” In the same
book, the ninth chapter and eleventh
verse, we are made to understand that
Christ is now our High Priest. He is
not, however, a priest after the Old
Testament order of the household of
Aaron. We find, also, that each indi-
vidual Christian as a child of God is a
priest, I Peter 2:5. Therefore, since
Christ rather than the seed of Aaro-
was made High Priest, and each child of
God rather than various ones of the
tribe of Levi is a priest, then the law
of necessity, had to be changed. Not
only was it necessary that the law be
changed because the priesthood was
changed, but we find that one of
Christ’s very purposes in coming was
tc fulfill and take away the law of
Moses that He might establish His
own. Paul says in Hebrews 10:9 that
Christ came to take away the first law
that He might establish the second law
He accomplished this by nailing it to
the cross as we find in Colossians 2:14,
“Blotting out the handwriting of or-
dinances that was against us, which
was contrary to us, and took it out of
the way, nailing it to his cross.” It
should be simple then for us to see
that the laws pertaining to the Patriar-
chial and Mosiac Age are no longer in
force. The apostle Paul adds this force-
ful argument in proving that the law
of Moses is no longer in force, that we
are now under Christ in Galatians 2:21
and Galatians 3:21. “Is the law then
against the promises of God? God for-
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bid, for if there had been a law given
which could have given life, verily
righteousness should have been by the
law,” Gal. 3:21. “I do not frustrate the
grace of God, for if righteousness come
by the law, then Christ is dead ir
vain,” Gal. 2:21. When men realize this
they can begin to unravel their troubled
minds in understanding the Word of
God.

However, another point of stumbling
is that people have thought that all the
happenings during Christ’s life are bind-
ing on us today. But Galatians 4:4-5
teaches us that Christ was born under
the Old Law, lived under that law, and
according to Matthew 5:17, finally died
under the law to fulfill it. Therefore,
everything that hapened before his death
was in the Mosaic Dispensation. In fact
the New Testament or covenant could
not be put in force until after His death.
The writer of Hebrews says in Hebrews
9:16-17, “For where a testament is, there
must also of necessity be the death of
the testator. For a testament is of
force after men are dead: otherwise
it is of no strength at all while the
testator liveth.” This fact is demon-
strated by the laws of our land. The
will or the testament of a man cannot
be put into force until after his death.
It matters not what his actions might
have been during life, the will or tes-
tament after his death guides his af-
fairs. This one thing, however, we
should keep in mind, and that is that
the teachings of Christ during His life
were meant to lay the groundwork for
the Church or Kingdom brought into
force by His will or testament after His
death.

The Christian dispensation differs
from other dispensations in that the law
or covenant given applies to all nations.
That middle wall of partition of the
law of Moses has been broken down as
Paul says in Ephesians 2:14, all men are
reconciled to God in one body, Ephesians

2:16, and Paul tells us in Ephesians 1:23,
that body is the Churck. Now that Christ
is the high priest, He stands ready to
make intercession for all peoples. He
said in Matthew 28:19, “Go ye there-
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” Then
the consummation of the effort for unity
of all people is tov be found in these
words of Paul in Galatians 3:28, “There
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is nei-
ther bond nor free, there is neither male
nor female: for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus.”

Since Christ is the High Priest, Pro-
phet, and King as Peter says in Acts
2, we must obey His words. Moses pro-
phesied in Deuteronomy 18:15, ‘“The
Lord thy God will raise up unto thee
a Prophet from the midst of thee, of
thy brethren, like unto me; unto him
ye shall hearken.” Peter uses this very
same prophecy in Acts 3:22-23 to teach
that every soul that shall not hearken
to that prophet, shall be destroyed from
among the people. No longer are we to
listen to Moses or Elijah, who were au-
thority in days past, but unto Jesus
Christ, who has all authority in Heaven
and on earth, Matthew 28:19. The mis-
take that people make today in turning
to the words of the Old Testament for
authority is the same mistake made by
Peter on the Mount of Transfiguration,
when he saw Moses and Elijah standing
with Christ. He thought it would be,good
to build three houses of worship, one
for each of them, but God answered by
overshadowing them with a bright cloud
and saying, “This is my beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased; hear ye
him.” Therefore we plead with you today
to hear Christ. We fail to handle aright
the word of God when we try to obey
the commandments of God given to peo-
ple of other times. Since Christ has

died for our sins we can not expect to.

have salvation when we do other than
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that which the inspired apostles have
commanded us to do.

Today we plead with you to believe
on God and His Son for “without faith
it is impossible to please Him,” He-

brews 11:6. We do not expect to per-
form rites of cleansing and purification
of the Mosaic Law, but according to
the words of Paul God commandeth all
men everywhere to repent, Acts 17:30.
We would not plead with you to wear
the robes or religious inscriptions of the
past ages, but simply to believe and con-
fess. “For with the heart man believeth
unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation,” Ro-
mans 10:10. Our plea is not for you to
make a sacrifice of a lamb or some
animal unto God, for Christ is our sac-
rifice, but to be baptized in the name
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. For
Peter says baptism does now also save
us, I Peter 3:21.

Then we plead not that you return
once a year to Jerusalem, but that you

“continue stedfastly in the apostles’ doc-
trine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers.” Acts 2:42. This
is what is required of men as we stand
this side of the cross of Christ. Let us
give thanks unto God for such love, in
that He gave His Son, and thanks for
such a Son who became our King, High
Priest, Prophet, and Saviour.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,

Save in the death of Christ, my Lord;

All the vain things that charm me
most

I sacrifice them to His blood.

See, from His head, His hands, His
feet,

Sorrow and love flow mingled down;

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,

Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,

Demands my soul, my life, my all.
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“In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth” and all things
found therein. He created man in His
own likeness, and from man God made
woman. He placed this man and woman,
Adam and Eve, in a beautiful garden,
called the “Garden of Eden.” In this gar-
den there was placed everything that
the human being could possibly want. It
was a perfect place. God told Adam and
Eve that they could eat of the fruit of
any of the trees in the garden except
of the tree in the midst of the garden.
That tree was the tree of knowledge of
good and evil. It was not unreasonable
for God to command them to leave the
fruit of that tree alone, for He had cre-
ated them and placed them in this beau-
tiful garden and had given them the
right to use it. God laid down a law, “of
the tree of knowledge of good and evil,
thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die.” Genesis 2:17.

The law was made, and all that Adam
and Eve had to do was live in that gar-
den and receive all the blessings of
God. But that wasn’t enough for them.
No, they had to listen to that old ser-
pent, the devil, and try the Lord by
transgressing the law. The serpent didn't
change the word of the Lord much. Just
one little word. Why, we say today, just
as they probably did then, “It won’t
hurt to change the word of the Lord
just a little.” Well, that old devil said,
“Thou shalt not surely die.” What hap-
pened? Well, Adam and Eve did like
millions are doing today. They listened
to that devil, the one that caused all the
sorrow and misery in the world, and
turned from God, the one who had cre-
ated them and given them every bless-
ing. They ate of the fruit of that for-
bidden tree. They transgressed the law

of God. Well, we can’t say that God was
unjust when He turned them out of the
garden and doomed them and all their
seed to physical death. They were sepa-
rated from God and His fellowship. God
had commanded and warned them of the
punishment if they broke the command.
ment. So the fruits or wages of that
transgression was death.

But let us travel along a little further
in the history of this old world and the
man that inhabits it. In the days of
Noah, God looked down on the earth
that He had made and the men He had
created. He saw that man was con-
tinually transgressing laws of God; the
anger of the Lord was raised and God
said, “I will destroy man whom I have
created from the face of the ground.”
Yet, in all that wickedness, God’s all
seeing eye found one who was righteous.
You know his name—Noah. Well, God
told Noah to build an ark, three-hundred
cubits long, fifty cubits wide and thirty
cubits high and pitch it inside and out
with pitch. What was the purpose of this
ark? Why, it was to be a vessel of safety.
If man was to be saved, he must enter
into this ark. Well, all the 120 years
Noah spent building this ark, he was
preaching to his friends and neighbors.
He pled with them to turn from their
wickedness. I can almost hear the jeers
they must have hurled at him. “Old
Noah is crazy. He thinks there is going
to be a flood. He thinks you won’t be
saved unless you are in that ark of his.”

You know the story: How, when the
ark was finished, God had Noah and his
family go into the ark with the ani-
mals that God commanded him to put
into the ark. Then God broke up the
fountains of the deep and opened the
windows of heaven, and the earth was
covered with water. “And every living
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thing was destroyed that was upon the
face of the ground, both man, and cattie,
and creeping things, and birds of the
heavens; and they were destroyed from
the earth: and Noah enly was left, and
they that were with him in the ark.”
Genesis 7:23. Again man had trans-
gressed the law of God, and again the
recompense was death.

Then there is another story that we
know so well. That is the story of Saul,
the first king of Israel. When Saul was
first found, he was an humble young
man, who hid himself ameng the baggage
to escape publicity; but as king of Is-
rael, and with the blessings of God, he
became a puffed up and proud ruler. He
gave not God credit for the victories
that the Israelites won, but paraded be-
fore the people a8 the mightiest of
men. This, God tolerated so long as
Saul obeyed the commandments of the
Lord. In the fifteenth chapter of I Sam-
uel, we find that God commissions Saul
to take the army of Israel and to de-
stroy the land of the Amalekites for
their interference in the journey of the
Children of Israel from Egypt. God told
Saul to destroy everything that belonged
to the Amalekites and every living thing
in that land.

So here goes old King Saul, a man
that at first had been humble, but is
now proud and haughty, down to fight
the Amalekites. While Saul is in the
midst of that battle he decides to de-
stroy only the vile and refuse things
and to keep the best of the sheep and
cattle. Then he decides that since he
is king of Israel, he can do anything he
wants. So, he saves Agag, the king of
the Amalekites. He wants to take this
king back to Israel to show off as his
prize. Yet, God said for them to destroy
everything, but Saul obeys only that
part of the commandment of the Lord
that pleases him. He was like many
men today. We says, “I don’t see why

God wants this or that done, so I'l do
just as I please.”

Well, after the battle, Saul starts
home with his spoils and on the road
he meets Samuel, that great man o
God. Saul immediately said to Samuel
“Blessed be thou of Jehovah: I have
performed the commandment of Je-
hovah.” Yet while he speaks, Samuel can
hear the bleating of the sheep and the
lowing of the cattle. When Samuel asks
Saul about these things that he brough*
back, Saul begins to lay the blame on
the people. He says, “They have brought
them from the Amalekites; for the peo-
ple spared the best of the sheep and
of the oxen, to sacrifice unto Jehovah
they God.” I Sam. 15:15. Human nature
is alike, whether walking the streets
of Jerusalem 3,000 years ago, or stand-
ing in your city today. We say, “That
man made me sin.” or “That woman
made me sin.” No, my friends, no one
can make us sin.

So, because of Saul’s transgression and
the shifting of blame, Samuel says, in I
Samuel 15-22, “Behold to obey is better
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the
fat of rams.” And Samuel reveals the
punishment of the Lord for Saul's dis.
obedience. He tells Saul that his see~
shall not inherit the throne, so his kingly
lineage is brought to death. Although in
a different way, that transgression of
God’s law again brought death.

But let us turn over to the sixteenth
chapter of the gospel according to
Luke. Jesus tells this story. “Now there
was a certain rich man, and he was
clothed in purple and fine linen, faring
sumptously every day; and a certain
beggar named Lazarus was laid at his
gate, full of sores, and desiring to be
fed with the crumbs that fell from the
rich man’s table; yea, even the dogs
came and licked his sores. And it came
to pass, that the beggar died, and that
he was carried away by the angels into
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Abraham’s bosom. And he cried and
said Father Abraham, have mercy on
me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip
the tip of his finger in water; and cool
my tongue; for I am in anguish in this
flame. But Abraham said, Son, remem-
ber that thou in thy lifetime receivedst
thy good things, and Lazarus in like man-
ner evil things: but now here he is
comforted, and thou art in anguish. And
besides all this, between us and you
there is a great gulf fixed, that they
that would pass hence to you may not
be able, and that none may cross over
thence to us. And he said, I pray thee
therefore, father, that thou wouldst send
him to my father’s house; for I have five
brethren; that he may testify unto them,
lest they also come into this place of
torment. But Abraham saith, They have
Moses and the phophets; let them hear
them. And he said, Nay, father Abra-
ham: but if one go to them from the
dead, they will repent. And he said unto
him, ii they hear not Moses and the

prophets, neither will they be per-
suaded, if one rise from the dead.”
Luke 16:19-31.

What had happened to that rich man?
He had transgressed the law of Moses
by refusing to help those in need. What
was his reward? He was punished by
eternal death.

We could mention many more, but
each time, from Genesis to Revelation,
transgression of the laws of God were
punished by death, either physical or
spiritual, which is eternal.

John says, in I John 3:4, “Sin is trans-
gression of the law.” So death was the
punishment of Adam and Eve because
they sinned. And because the people in
the time of Noah sinned, they all died
save Noah and his family. Both Saul and
the rich man were punished with death
because of sin.

The apostle Paul sums it all in Ro-
mans 6:23, “The wages of sin is death.”

I'm sure that, as Paul penned those
words, he thought back on these very
incidents that we have studied today.
“The wages of sin is death.” There
is not a thing more feared by every per-
son than death. The grave is a symbol
of fear to the masses. Yet, the apostle
John says, in the first chapter of I John,
“If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in wus.”
Thben are we all doomed to death? The
outlook is dark indeed, but there ap-
pears one ray of light. Let us go back
and finish Paul’s statement. “The wages
of sin is death, but the free gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” Then, if we follow sin, we can
only expect to receive death, but to fol-
low Christ there is eternal life. The
very purpose of Christ’s life on earth
and his death on the cross was to save
vou and me, with milions of others, from
our sins. The angel of the Lord, speak-
ing to Joseph, in Matthew 1:21, said,
“Thou shalt czll his name Jesus; for it
is He that shall save his people from
their sins.” And again in John 3:17 we
read, “For God sent not the son into
the world to judge the world; but that
the world should be saved through him.”

There immediately arises the question
how can we be saved by Christ? I am
sure that there is not one in this audi-
ence that wants to be lost. We must
obey the commandments of God and
Christ. We must not change the law as
did the serpent; nor scoff as did
the people in Noah’s time; nor do
just what we want to do, as
did Saul, but we must come as one
wanting, above all, salvation from our
sins. We must be willing to put aside
pride and prejudice, and accept only
the commandments of the Lord. In He
brews 5:9 we find the inspired writer
speaking of Christ, “Though he was a
scn, yet learned He obedience by the
things which he suffered; and having

—xud
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been made perfect, He became unto all
them that obey Him the author of eter-
nal salvation.” Then we must obey him.

He says in Mark 16:15-16, “He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved.”

The commandment given by His apos-
tle, the inspired Peter, on the day of
Pentecost, is just as binding today as it
was 2,000 years ago. Christ is still the
author of eternal salvation unto all of
those who obey. Therefore, we must obey
those words of Acts 2:38, “And Peter
said unto them, Repent ye, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ unto the remission of your
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit.” This is the hope of all
who stand without Christ, but to all of
those who have rendered obedience to
the fundamentals of the gospel, we have
assurance of remission of our sins’
through Jesus Christ. John, writing to
those that had obeyed the gospel of
Christ, in I John 1:9, says, “If we con-

fess our sins, he is faithful and righteous
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.”

Since we all sin, why should we hesi-
tate to obey the gospel of Christ, when
we have found by the word of God that
“The wages of sin is death.”? Suppose
someone told you that you had a deadly
disease, and that there was no hope for
your life unless you followed the doc-
tor’s orders. I am sure that there is not
one of us that would spare money or
time in obeying the doctor’s orders.
Yet, when we come to, religion and the
death of our souls, we lose interest, or
maybe we want to do only what we
want, not what God has commanded.
There is no greater disease than sin.
for it destroys the very soul of man.
So why should we not accept the free
gift of God? Christ calls unto all to
come accept his word and receive life
eternal. He says, “Come unto me all
ye that labor and are heavy laden and
I will give you rest.”
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So many men try to become God,
but it is a miracle of miracles when
God becomes man.

In Matthew the first chapter we find
the story of how that Christ, who was
on an equality with God, became Jesus
the babe of Bethlehem. It is a thrilling
story of how Joseph was engaged to
Mary, and how that Mary, the virgin,
brought forth a child and it is such a
human story of a divine happening.
When Joseph learned that his espoused
wife, Mary, was with child, he was
troubled as would be natural. I imagine
he spent many & troubled night and fi-
nally came to the conclusion, as re-
corded in the 19th verse, to put her
away privately. But the scripture says
in Matt. 1:20-34, “But while he thought
on these things, behold, the angel of

the Lord appeared unto him in a dream,
saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear

not to take unto thee Mary thy wife:
for that which is conceived in her is of
the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name
Jesus: for he shall save his people
from their sins. Now all this was done,
that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, say-
ing, behold, a virgin shall be with child,
and shall bring forth a son, and they

shall call his name Emmanuel, which
being interpreted is, God with us,” After

the angel appeared to Joseph, he seemed
to be at ease, and determined to do that
which the angel had requested: take
Mary for his wife.

Someone may ask, “What was there
said by this angel that made Joseph be-
lieve the angel?”’ Perhaps two things:
first, that the angel said “that which
is conceived in Mary is of the Holy
Spirit.” Somebody says, “I know what
number two must be, and that is that

he was to be named Jesus.” Many had
been called Jesus before the coming
of the babe of Bethlehem, and many
have been called Jesus since that day,
but the fact that the angel quoted from
the prophet that said His name shall be
called Emmanuel must have startled Jo-
seph. Did you know that that name oc-
curs only three times in the entire
Bible? Two times in prophecies of the
Old Testament fortelling the birth of
the babe of Bethlehem by a virgin, and
this time when the angel acquainted Jo-
seph with the nature of the child of his
espoused.

“And His name shall be called Em-
manuel” which the inspired writer said
means God with us. That is just what
Jesus of Nazareth was, God with us.

I suppose it has been the wish of all
men that God should be with us. Per-

haps you feel as Napolean did about God

when he was on one of his voyages to
Egypt. As he was pacing up and down

the deck one night, he heard two men
discussing God’s existence. One avowed
that there was a God, the other denied
it. Napolean addressed them, and pointed
to the firmament of Heaven and said,
“Who made that?”’ The psalmist, David,
uttered similar words in Psalms 19:1,
‘“The heavens declare the glory of God;
and the firmament sheweth his handy-
work.” Yes, we can see all about us
the evidence that God is, but that is
not actually seeing God.

We have longed to not only see God,
but to also hear Him talk. Have you not
often thought of the questions you could
ask God about the creation and about
life itself? I doubt that there is a
scientist living who would not give all
that he had to be able to sit at the
feet of God and learn of the mysteries
of life and nature. Perhaps then, the
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greatest yearning of all mankind has
been to know the God of creation; to
know as a friend, the one “in whom we
live, move, and have our very being.”
But man with all his seeking and
yearning could never accomplish by
himself the seeing, hearing, or knowing
of God.

To make these things possible, it
took a miracle on the part of God.

This was the miracle of Matt. 1; Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, born of wo-

man. In Jesus, Emmanuel, God with
us, we find the fulfillment of these three
basic yearnings of man. When we see
Christ, we see God the Father. In John
14, Christ tells His apostles that He
must leave them but that He goes to
prepare a place for them that they
might follow knowing the way. Thomas
was puzzled, and said that they knew

not where Christ was going, and how
could they know the way? “Jesus saith

unto him, I am the way, the truth, and
the life: no man cometh unto the Fa-
ther, but by me. If ye had known me
ye should have known my Father also;
and from henceforth ye know him, and
have seen him. Philip saith unto him
Lord, shew us the Father and it suf-
ficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, Have ]
been so long time with you, and yet

hast thou not known me, Philip? He that
hath seen the Father; and how sayest

thou then, Shew us the Father? Believ
est thou not that I am in the Father
and the Father in me? the words that
I speak unto you I speak not of my-
self: but the Father that dwelleth in
me, he doeth the works.” In these few
verses we find Christ telling his apos-
tles, “If you have seen me you have
seen the Father, and if you have heard
me, you have heard the Father, and if
you know me you know the Father.”

Therefore, we can see in Christ the
nature of God. We can see God’s never
ending stand against transgression of

His law, when Christ so severely re-
buked the Pharisees and Scribes in
Matt. 15 for trifling with God’s word. He
said in the 6th verse, “Ye have made
void the word of God because of your
traditions. Ye hypocrites, well did Isa-
iah prophesy of you saying, “this people
honour me with their lips, but their
heart is far from me. But in vain do
they worship me, teaching as their doc-
trines the precepts of men.” God has
never moved from His curse of all men
who would transgress His law or change
His word.

We hear similar words spoken by the
inspired apostle Paul in Gal. 1:8, “But
though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you,
let him be accursed.”

Yet on the other hand, we can see in
Christ the love and the mercy of God,
“For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son that who-
soever believeth on Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” The
love of Christ while suffering on the
cross also reveals the love of God, as
He said, “Father forgive them for they

know not what they do.” Someone says,
“it is hard to reconcile the wrath and

the mercy of God. But the apostle
Paul reconciles both in the 22nd verse
of the 11th chapter of Romans, ‘“Be-
hold therefore the goodness and sever-
ity of God: on them which fell, severity;
but toward thee, goodness, if thou con-
tinue in His goodness; otherwise thou
also shalt be cut off.”

But not only can we see the nature
of God in Christ, but we can hear the
words of God from the lips of Christ by
the inspired word of the Bible. It is
not men nor just Jesus of Nazareth, but
even God Himself who says, “He that
believeth and is baptized shall be sav-
ed,” Mark 16:16. It was God speaking
through Christ who said, “Except ye
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repent you shall all likewise perish.”
Then if we are to hear God we must
hear Christ, not the words of Moses or
Elijah.

God made this plain in no uncertain
terms in Matt. 17th chapter, when He,
speaking out of the cloud said, “This is
my beloved Son in whom I am well
pleased, hear ye Him.” However, not
only can we see and hear God through
Christ, but we can also know Him by
obeying the words that we hear. Some
one says, “Can I not know Him except
by obeying His words?” Inspired John
said in I John 2:3-4, “And hereby we
do know that we know him, if we keep
his commandments. He that saith, I
know him, and keepeth not his com-
mandments, is a liar, and the truth is
not in him.”

Does this not all seem so very sim-
ple, that we can see God’s goodness and
God’s wrath, and that we hear the
words of God by the words of Christ, and
know Him by obedience to His com-
mandments. There is nothing mysterious
nor difficult about this, yet millions to-
day fail to see, hear, or know Him. The
natural question comes, “Why?”’ Be-
cause men are wilfully blind, deaf, and
unresponsive to Christ.

First of all, we are blind to Christ
in that we close our eyes and refuse to
see and feel His power. We are, so to
speak, closing the heavy iron gates of
our mind. Perhaps you will remember
the saying of the old feudal baron when
he was asked to get into some fortified
place, “Can the sun get in? When the
sun can get in I can go.” And so it is
with Christ’s power. But so many of us
have drawn the shades to the windows
of our mind, shutting out God’s light—
Christ, God with us. When men open
their hearts, Christ can go into the
ctsales of sin and idolatry, and over-
throw the power of sin.

But not only do we close our eyes,

but we shut our ears to the words: of
Christ, instead of hearing that wkich
Christ has commanded, we thirst afier
the philosophies and theories of our
fellowmen. This I cannot understand. If
Christ be God with us, then let us turn
our backs on the writings of men, and
hear the words of God and God alone.

Then it is so hard to know that there
are men who have seen, by faith, the
power of Christ, who have heard His
words, and yet know Him not because
they have refused to obey His com-
mandments. You cannot know Him with-
out loving Him, you cannot love Him
without obeying Him, for He Himself
said in John 14, “If a man love me, he
will keep my commandments.” There
are those of you in the audience today
who have not seen, heard, nor known
God, and yet He is at your fingertips

through the Bible, the word of God,
Will you not turn to Christ, God with

us? Hear Him and obey Him today. To
obey Him means that you must believe
Him with all your heart, “for without
faith it is impossible to please Him.” It
means that you must repent for Paul
says that “God commandeth all men
everywhere to repent.” It means that

you must be willing to confess the
name of Christ before men, for Christ

said, “He that confesseth me before
men, him will I also confess before my
Father which is in Heaven, but whoso-
ever shall deny me before men, him will
I also deny before my Father which is
in Heaven.” It means that you must
be willing to be lead down into the
waters of baptism, to be buried with
your Lord, that you might come up a
new creature in Christ Jesus our Lord.
For Christ speaking to the apostle Paul.
on the road to Damascus, said that it
would be told him in Damascus what he
should do. There Paul was commanded,
“Arise and be baptized washing away
thy sins calling on the name of the
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Lord.” But it means more than this, it
means continuing faithfully into death
in worship and service to God.

Surely if Christ is God with us we can
at least open our eyes, tune our ears,
and obey His words. There is no place
to deny that God is, but there is a
place for us, by faith to see, hear and
know God when we have received Christ
by obedience, we can say with assurance
God is now here.

There was a little child who found
the truth of our text today, but her
iather hated the truth that God is with

us. Though he would have given his
life for his child, he said, “There is no
God.” One day the father became {ll,

and the child prayed for him. Her fa-
ther had had a paper printed inscribed

with these words, “God is nowhere.”

When the little girl came in and saw
the paper over her father’s bed, she

took the same letters and spelled, God
is now here.

My friends, today you may believe
with assurance that God is now here,
in your heart and your life if you will
but hear and obey Christ who is God
with us. g
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