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Perhaps our lesson today could better be termed, bring-
ing the Nation to Christ", But before men can be brought
to Christ, they must have the love and the power of Christ
brought to their hearts and their minds, I believe that
if there were ever a time that the power of Christ should
be brought to the hearts of men and that men shguld be
brought to the cross of Christ in this nation of ours,it
is today: No longer are the scandals of corruption both
in high and low places hidden in the back pages of our
newspapers, but they blare their stories from the headlines
of the front pages. Many have been the explanations and
excuses, but the basic reason is that men have lost what
trust in God the founding fathers of our nation had.

But do not think for one moment that we can find the
cause and cure this illness--and it is a disease of our
nation--by treating some of the prominent officials of our
nation, The treatment must go much deeper than that, be-
cause the disease is much deeper than that! The disease
reaches down into the grass-roots of this nation to little
people like you and me, who, in our everyday life and deal-
ings with our fellowman have not only left, but forgotten
God, You know, and I know, that with the vast majority of
people, the only time that the name of God or Christ ever
passes their lips is when they use it in vain,

My friends, let me tell you that it is later than you
think! The foundations o civilization are being shaken
and we need to face the fact that it may be that our
children, if not our generation, will be faced with utter
destruction of Christian society, If those of us who be-
lieve in God and strive to follow His way do not do every
thing within our power, we may, by our complacency, be
creating a situation in which our children will feel forc-
ed by circumstances to repudiate there is a God., But
someone may say, '"Nichols, you are excited over nothing.
Is not religion growing by leaps and bounds?" My friends,
I am not concerned with the growth of religion, but I am
concerned with the growth of Christianity. This nation
1eeds something more than just a religion, There is a
religion of dollars and cents. We can have a religion of
power; of vain glorying, But Christianity is the only hope
for the preservation of our freedoms and of our civiliza=-
tion.

But there is a far greater tragedy awaiting us,and that
is the tragedy of facing God at the judgment without
Christ. It is the story of a Christless Hell and a tor=
menting eternity. The apostle Paul tells us in no uncer-
tain language in II Thess, 1:7-9, "and to you that are af-

flicted rest with us, at the revelation of the Lord Jesus
from heaven with the angels of his power in flaming fire,
rendering vengence to them that know not God, and to them
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus: who shall suf-
fer punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of
the Lord and from the glory of his might.," Then, in view
of these facts, there faces us the problem of bringing
Christ to the hearts of men, and men being brought to
Christ., What is the answer? How must it be accomplished ?
Christ has the power to transform and change, But He has
provided a specific way in which He operates and works in
the lives of men, Let us illustrate it this way: Outside
of this building there is a power-line surging with thou-
sands of volts of electricity., Inside the building is the
equipment that makes possible the broadcasting of this pro-
gram, But the equipment cannot work without the elec-
tricity that surges through the power-line on the outside.
We call an electrician or a representative of the power
company; we tell him we have to have the electricity, and
then he goes about his task of bringing the power into the
building to make possible the use of the equipment. The
same is true with a life of sin, It can be made into a
beautiful life--g life of usefulness, but it takes the
power of God and Christ to make it so. These 1lives made
beautiful individually, and then working collectively, are
the only means by which this nation of ours,or any nation,
can be made a beautiful, glowing light of righteousness.
Solomon of old said, "Righteousness exalteth a nation, but
sin is a reproach to any people,"

The first thing that must be done for men to be brought
to Christ is for them to hear, The writer of Hebrews says
in Hebrews 1136, "...without faith it is impossible to be
well-pleasing unto him; for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
seek after him," But the apostle Paul said in Romans 10317
"so belief cometh of hearing and hearing by the word of
Christ." You cannot bring men to Christ or Ghrist into
their hearts until first men hear the word of God, Listen,
my friendss when the doctrines of men are preached, the
word of God is mot heard, Christ said, "In vain do they
worship me, teaching as doctrine the precepts of men," We
cannot bring Christ to the nation nor the nation to Christ
by discussing the philosophies of men and the political
picture of the world, We can bring Christ to the nation
and the nation to Christ only when the Bible, the word of
Gody is taughtsy for first men must hear! When men hear
the gospel and believe the gospel and obey the gospel they
will be in Christ and Christ will be in them, But
that faith which cometh by hearing the word of God and
which is necessary for men to come to God or Christ, is
something more than just an assent of the mind, Christ



said, "Not everyone that sayeth unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will®of
my father who is in heaven," James likewise being inspir-
ed said, "For as the body apart from the spirit 1is dead,
even so faith apart from works is dead", James 2:26. That
is easy for us to see and understand. The saving faith of
the Bible is a faith in Christ and in God. I believed that
there was an Adolph Hitler., I never saw him, but I believe
that he existed, But never did I believe in him, I be-
lieve that there is a Joseph Stalin, but I do not believe
in him, I do not believe that there is a man or woman in
the audience today who would not agree that the faith of
the Bible means more than the faith which I had concerning
Hitler or Stalin. And we cannot bring Christ to the nation
or the nation to Christ untill men have faith in Christ,
Let us go one step further, It is impossible for a man tc
believe in Christ and not follow Christ in obedience, It
is impossible for man to believe in Christ and not love
Him, Neither can you love Him without obeying Him, for
Christ said in John 14:23, "If a man love me, he will keep
my word," Well, that all goes back to what James and
Christ said, "Not everyone that sayeth unto me,Lord, Lord,
and,"Faith without works is dead." This faith of the
Bible will move men to action, It requires that men
turn from sin, or, if you please, repent. In the days of
Christ, He cried to the masses who had left God; "Except
ye repent ye shall all likewise perish," And Paul in the
17th chapter of Acts said that "God commandeth all men
everywhere to repent." We have to turn from our corruption
and sin and immorality., I am sure you do not think fora
moment that a man could have Christ and Christ have him
when he refuses to cease the practices of sin, And so,
step number 3 for bringing Christ to the nation and the
nation to Christ is for a man to repent. But that faith
also demands that it be expressed both in word and in deed.
It demands the throwing off of fear and all pride and con-
fessing before men that we believe in Jesus as Christ the
Son of the living God. Christ said in Matt, 10:32-33,
"Everyone therefore who shall confess men before men, him
will I also confess before my Father who is in heaven., But
whosoever shall deny me befor men, him will I also deny
before my Father who is in heaven." The man who thinks he
believes in Christ and will not confess Him before men is
a man who has never been brought to Christ, nor is willing
for Christ to come into his life.

But, not only must that faith be expressed in word, but
it also must be expressed in deed. By being buried in the
watery grave of baptism for the remission of our sins, we
confess that we believe Christ died, was buried, and was
raised from the dead that you and I might live. Romans 6th
chapter, 1lst to 6th verses, unfolds to us the marvelous
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picture of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ that we protray by our confession of faith in bap-
tism. "Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore
we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of t he
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
For if we have been planted togeather in the 1likeness of
his death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resur-
rection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucif#ed with
Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that hence=-
forth we should not serve sin.”

But there is one more phase that we can see of this in
bringing Christ to the nation and the nation to Christ
through baptism. The apostle Paul says in Gal. 3:27, "“For
as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on
Christ." Then for us to put on Christ, we must be baptiz-
ed, and before Christ abides in us we must abide in Him,
Christ said in John 15:5, "I am the vine, ye are the
branchess He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same
beareth much fruit; for apart from me ye can do nothing?
Then the baptized penitent believer has put on Christ, and
certainly we can with assurance say that when man has put
on Christ, Christ has been brought to him. The only way
that Christ can be brought to the nation and the nation
brought to Christ is for thousands and millions of us to
rise up and say, "Lord, I will obey Thy commandments. I
have heard Thy word, I believe in it, and Thy power, I
want to repent, confess thy name, and be baptized that
Christ might abide in me and I in Him. Then, continuing
to live faithfully and to worship God acceptable in His
sight according to His word. There are those of you in the
audience today who can have a part in this great movement
to bring Christ to the nation and the nation to Christ by
obeying Him and abiding in Him and letting Him abide in
you. It is our prayer that at this hour of decision, your
decision will be this day to obey Him.,
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