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Wbat Must ) Do 7o Be Saved ?

James W. Nichols — May 18, 1952

It was late at night in the Macedonian town of Philippi,
It had been an unusual night for the keeper of the Roman
Jail and the men who were in prison for two of the prisone
ers instead of bemeaning their fate, cursing their malafact=-
ors, and crying over their wounds, had been singing hymns
and praying to an unknown God, This alone would have made
the night strange, but then there came a great earthquake
that shook the very foundation, broke open the doors, and
loosed the bands of every prisoner, The jailer being arous-
ed from his sleep was gripped with feary, for the prison
doors being open must indicate that the prisoners had escap=-
ed, To the jailer it seemed that it was the climax of a
trouble filled night, for with the prisoners gone death was
waiting, for his life would be taken as a ransom for the
freedom of the prisoners, But the prisoners had not escap=
gd. Possibly they waited with bated breath, for should the
jailer take his life theway would be clear for their escape,
But no, these strange men whose plans must have brought
about the occasion, made themselves even stranger by crying
out and staying the sword in the jailer's hand, Ifmediately
he called for light, sprang in and fell at the Feet of the
two men whom we know to be Paul and Silas, and asked that
all important question, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved,"
Some might say that he was asking of his personal safety
for he feels himself at the mercy of the prisoners, But
regardless of that which motivated that searching question,
Paul and Silas gave him an answer that probed deeper than
the organ that merely pumps life blood, They gave an answer
that would cure the ills of that which distinguishes man
from being a mere animal, They answered for his safety
throughout time without end. 3

From the very beginning of man's path of sin this
question has troubled the aching heart and troubled mind of
mankind, And until man ceases to inhabit this earthy man,
whether he bea native of the jungles of Africa or the South
Seas; whether he be a citizen of this nation or some other
country on the other side of the globe, will be stirred to
cry aloud, "What must I do to be saved?" Many have been
the answers, and many more there will bey but the greatest
tragedy of all 1is that the vast majority of them are false
and will seal the doom of the souls of men with vain hope,
It is not difficult to realize that only a Saviour of a
doomed man can answer this question, It is as true whether
it be in the courts of human judgment or in the halls
divine justice, This question of "What must I do to be

saved" so shakes my soul that I shall not be satisfied with
any answer lest from the lips of the wonderful Saviour, or
from His inspired ambassadors as we find recorded in God's
Holy Word, To be saved impresses in no uncertain terms that
there is a condition from which the soul is crying or will
cry for escape, There is no man, woman, boy or girl who
can read the Holy Word of God and believe it without alseo
believing that there is a hell, Just as surely as there is
night and day, death and then life again, there is a hell
and there is a heaven, Then our quest is what must I do to
escape the fires of hell and enter through the portals of
heaven, It is our humble prayer that we may diligently
study together, not the words and works of men but the Holy
Writ of God, that by knowing the truth the truth might free
us from the bonds of sin, It is both a simple and difficult
task; simple because God's Word is plaing but difficult be=-
cause man has been steeped in the hopeless plans of men for
man's salvation, It is a difficult task to erase the pre-~
Jjudicey mistaken ideas, and even superstition concerning
God's dealing with man, But I believe all those who are in
the audience today have a firm realization that life is too
shorty, eternity too long, and the fires of hell too hot
for us to regard lightly the question of our salvation,

If we could have implanted in the bedrock of our minds
the fact that only by the cross and its message can we have
hope, we would have a firm basis on which to embrace the
answer to this question, The poet has said, "The cross?
there, and there only (though the deist rave, and atheists,
if earth bears so base a slave); There and there only, is
the power to save,” The apostle Paul was moved to say in
Gal,6314, "But far be it for me to glory, save in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world hath been
crucified unto me, and I unto the world," It was according
to God's will that Christ should pour out his blood at Cal=-

, vary that the sins of wayward man might be blotted out, I

don't care what the plan or scheme may be, if it leaves out
the cross and the blood that was shed on the cross, it is
not worth the time spent in proclaiming, nor the paper upon
which it is written, Remember my friends as we study the
Word, that God's way was purchased and made possible there
on the brow of Calvary, Then, whatever Gody by His Son,
has required of us is sacred because its author is God, its
spokesman is Christ, and its price the blood of Jesus, I
say again,y if this one fact could be instilled in the hearts
of men, we would cease to be indifferent and even rebel at
the thought of tampering with God's simple commandments,

So then, the first thing that man must do is to open
his heart to that wondrous story of love and hear masterful
words of hope through Christ, It is impossible for a man
to draw nigh unto the Christ and Saviour whom he knows not,
Paul said in Romans 10:17, "So then faith cometh by hearing
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and hearing by the Word of God." I don't believe that there
is a religious order of any kind that does not believe that
faith is the very basis of man's part in his redemption,
But Paul says that this faith can only come by hearing the
Word of God, It cames not as a direct gift from God to man,
after man®s much pleading on his party, but by the diligent,
earnest hearing of God's Word,

There are several types of hearers that we will merely
mention that we do not want to be like, The first is the
man who hears not, because that he refuses to hear, I've
known men who have actually feared death so much that they
refused to listen to others who told of death, Remember,
no matter how much we stop our ears we cannot erase the
reality of the judgment and of heaven and of hell, There
is another group who hear, but only that which they want to
hear, They have no qualms about taking a passage of scrip~
ture -and actually cutting it in two, in order that they
might hear only that which tickles their ears, Paul writing
to Timothy in II Timothy 4:1=4 saidy "I charge thee in the
sight of Gody, and of Christ Jesus, who shall judge the liv=
ing and the deady, and by His appearing and His kingdom:
preach the word; be urgent in season, out of season; re=-
preve, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and teaching.
For the time will come when they will not endure the sound
doctrine; but having itching ears, will heap to themselves
teachers after their own lusts; and will turn away their
ears from the truth, and turn aside unto fables."

And then there are friends of mine who hear only when
they want to hear, Someone has called them "Sunday Christ=
ians," or "periodical Christians." They pretend that they
enjoy hearing God's word on occasions, but refuse to be re=
minded of God's way at any other time of their life, But
perhaps the most pitiful group are those who strive to hear
but cannot, Their ears are filled with the wax of false
doctrine, Not until we put aside these false conceptions
will we be able to hear the word of God,

There is a last group who actually do not know how to
hear, They know not the division of the scriptures or how
they apply to us, Paul told Timothy "Give diligence to pre-
sent thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, handling aright the word of Truth.," (I1 Tim»
othy 2:15), "To handle aright" means to rightly divide and
unless we discern the scriptures we will find ourselves lost
in our quest for God, I say that we have only had time to
mention these, Perhaps, later, we can devote an entire dis-
cussion to hearing and hearers,

It is my fervent prayer that none of us will be any of
these, but that we may study the word of God with the at-
titude that I want to know the truth, and if I have been
wrong, I want to know what is right, Now only knowing it,
but I pray that I may have the courage and humility to obey

3=

it, But our time is gone, so next Lord's Day we shall study
God's command of faith in answer to this question, '"What
must I do to be saved,” But remember that this faith comes
only after a sincere hearing of God's word, My friend, I
earnestly am concerned about your soul and my soul, I want
to obey the sweet voice of Jesusy, for I know that He alone
is my hope and as I look about and behold the fading pleas=-
ures and passing friendsy, I am made to realize in the words
of the poet,

I am a stranger in the Land

Where my forefather trod;

A stranger I unto each heart,

But not unto my Gods

I pass along the crowded streets,

Unrecognized my name;

This thought will come amid regrets—

My God is still the same!

I seek with joy my childhood‘'s home,

But strangers claim the sod;

Not knowing where my kindred roam,

Still present is my God!

They tell me that my friends all sleep

Beneath the valley clod;

Oh, is not faith submissive sweet:

I have no friend save God!
Will you not come to your God today, believe His Holy Word,
repent of your transgressions, confess His Son's blessed
name and have your sins washed away in the blood of the
Lamb by being buried in that watery grave of baptism and
rise to.a new life in Christ Jesus, Will you not do that
today? Remember that our prayer is for you and for your
destiny,
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