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September 7, 1952 by James D. Willeford
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THE POWER OF PRAYER

When the Allicd armics were rcady to land on the shores of France
\ to storm the ranparts of Nazi Germany, the word was given ?o.pfay.
On D-Day millions of prayers went up from servicemen and civilianse
Almost—every paper and magazing carricd printed praycrs as our sold=-
sors wrostled with o dotormined foc. Onc paper said, "All in all,
the invasion probbbly inspired thc greatcst nass intercecssion in

historye"

But the moment the Allics won the war they forgot to prayé ‘ilhen
our statesmen started forming o peacc treaty ot the San Francisco
Conforencc they ncglected to ask God's help. I belicve this is the
first major confcronce in which the United States took part that
praycr for divine guidancc was not uttered.

Tn our cfforts to bring a just and lasting poacc to the world we
should do well to remember thc words of Benjamin Franklin as he
spoke to the Chairman of the Constitutional Conventione He said,
"I have lived, sir, o long timc; and the longer I live, the morc
convineing proofs I scc of this truth, thot God governs in thec
affoirs of mene Lnd if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without
His noticc, is it possible that an cmpirc can risc without His
nid? We hove been assured in the sacred writing that cxeept the
Lord build the housc, thcy labor in vain that build ite I firmly
belicve this; and I also belicve that without His concurring aid
we shall succccd in this political building no better than the
builders of Bsbol."

W

In our goncration many discount praycr and look upon it as usc=
16sse This is duc to their littlc faithy and their shortsighted-
nesss To tho man void of faith, prayer is o wvain cry in the wildere
ness with no onc to answer, but to thc man of faith, it is an ad-
drcss to God who has thc ability to rcsponde The Bible rcpoatedly
affirns that God listens to our rightcous petitions and thot he ons-

wors thome In thc book of Jamos the Lord says, "Thc cffcctunal ‘rof=

vent prayer of a rightcous mon availcth muchs" Just how much, we do
not always know, but cvery seriptural praycr accomplishcs somcthing,
When Josus praycd in Gethsemsnc that the cup of death bc rcmoved
from him, thc rcquest wos not granted, but still the praycr accompe
lishcd somcthing!  Thc cup of death was not rcmoved, but He fou@d
strongth to bear ite And the Biblc tcaches that cvery praycr which

gocs out of a good man's hcart, goes somewherc and docs somc good!
It is o power in this worlde _When He to whom praycr is offcered

tclls us that it is hcard and that it avails much, can wec not bc=
licve it? His cyc can tracc it whon ours cannote i

The power of praycr can bc scen by what it has donc in the past.
We lcarn from the Biblc that praycr stilled the tcmpest, oponcd the
windows of hcaven, raiscd the dead, stopped the mouths of lions, dc=
livered from dcath, gave sight to the blind, hcaring to the deaf and
spcach to thc dumbe It has becon the Balm of Gilead to thousands of
rightcous souls. - .

Somctimes God may not grant our rcquest bccausc He scos it is not
good for use. When we were children we may have asked our carthly
father for somcthing which hc know would harm us, and he had to
say NOe Hc rcfuscd to grant our recquest becausc it would harm use
Instcad of giving what we askcd hc may have substitutcd somcthing
far better for us, and in this way our pctition.was answercde And
so it is with thc Lord as Hc answcrs our praycrse

God will not answer just any kind of a prayer! Ho has given
ccrtain conditions of accoptable praycr, and thesc conditions.must

bc mct beforc the Lord will hear use Men can pray and not be hoard!

Jcsus says to ccrtain oncs, "Yc ask, and rcecive not, becausc ye
nsk amiss, that yc may consumc it upon your lusts", Jamos 4:3.

I could not ask God to lot me rcst upon flowery.beds of casc, or to
give mo a yacht that I might sail the soven scas, and oxpoct Him to
gront my requoste Such a prayer would be prompted by sclfishnesse
Prayer is not likc o button which we push for a "bellhop". ' There
are some who have a "bollhop" concoption of Gode Whon they are in
danger of discomfort; whon their body is threactened, they want to
pross the button of prayer and ask God to hurry and remove the dan=-
gere They ncvor sey "thank you" and they scldom think of God ox=-
cept when they arc in troublce If all wo want with God is to summon
Him to got us out of trouble now and then, we have a wrong concop=
tion of God and of prayere It is right to pray in time of trouble,
but it is not right to regard prayer simply as a means of calling
God whon we arc in dangers Such prayers arc not answercde

Another condition of acceptablc prayer is that wo bo rightoouse.
The apostle Poter says, "the oyes of the Lord arc over the righte
cous, ond his ears arc open unto their prayers", 1 Pcter 3:12.
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We cannot continuc in wickcdness and expect God to hoar use The
apostlc John says, "whotsoever we ask, we reccive of him, becausc
we koep his commandmonts, and do the things that arc pleasing in
his sighte" The Lord says thoe "effectual fervont prayer of o righ-
toous man availoth muche® IAnd in fcts 10:35 we find that "in every
nation he that fearcth him, and workcth righteousncss, is accepted
with hime" If wo kccp God's commandments and live rightcously, He
will acccpt our praycrs =- and it docs not make any differcnee on
which sidc of thc tracks we live, or thc color of our skine The
Lord hcars men of cvery nation who do His wille Oncc a little
white boy said to o little colored girl, "Jonny, do you pray?” and
Jenny replicd, "Of coursc, cvery night's "But do you think", the
boy continued, "that God hears your prayers as quickly as thosc of
whitc children?" The girl was confused 2 moment, but then she
answored beautifully, "Scc herc, lMaster Arthur, I pray into God's
cars and not into His cycsi" The Bible says that in Christ Jesus
"There is ncither Jow nor Groek, therc is neither bond nor free,
therc is noither male nor female: for ye arc all onc in Him.“
Galatioans 3:28.

For our praycrs to bc answercd, we must pray in thc name of
Christe Jesus said, "ind whatsocver yc shall ask in my namc, thot
will I do, that thc Father may be glorificd in thc Sone If yo
shall ask anything in my namc, thot will I do." John 14:13,14.

i scriptural prayer must be prayed in Christ's name; otherwisc it
is not acceptable to the Fathere A fow ycars ago in o New Mexico
town a prayer was printed daily on the front page of the papere

' The minister who wrote the praycr always left the name of Christ

out of ite In cxplaining his action he said thecre werc scveral
citizens in the community who did not beliove Christ to bec the

Son of God and out of defercncc to thom he omitted Christ's name
from thc proycre On the basis of his reasoning, I always wondcred
why he did not leave out the prayer albtogether for there were
several other citizens in the same town who did not cven belicve
in Gode This man's willful disrogard of the Lord Josus was noth-

ing lcss than a sinful doninl of Himi i

L. further condition of acceptable praycr is faithe Tho writer
of Hebrows says, "he thot cometh to God must belicve that He is,
and that Ho is a rewardor of thom that diligently scck Him", Hebe
11:6. In sponking of prayer the Lord says we must “ask in faith,
nothing doubting: for hc that doubteth is 1likc thc surge of the

W

sco driven by the wind and tossede For let not that man think that
he shall receive anything of the Lorde" Jomes 1:6,7. UWo must boe
lieve in God and belicve He will give what He has promiscde If wo
ask for things Hec has not promised to give, we ask without faith;
for faith comes by our hearing God's word, Romans 10:17. Thc Lord's
word roveals unto us His will regarding prayer, and thc Bible says
"if we ask any thing according to his will, he hoareth us." If we
belicve the Lord's word and then pray for that which is in harmony
with His will it will not take us long to discover the power there
is in praoycrs

Therc is power in prayer to hecal the broken=hcarted, to 1lift up
the fallcen, to dispel thc darkcst clouds, to take the sting from
death, and to give us o tastc of our heavenly homes Prayer co
give us rcenewed hopc as we take the body of a loved onc to the
city of the dcad, and it can show us a star in the darkcst skye
Prayer con help us in meking difficult decisions of lifc, and it
ccn help us walk in the paths of righteousncsse Truly it mokes us
strong in thc Lord and in the poweor of His mighte Many have been
disappointed in prayer bectusc thoy failed to pray in harmony with
the Lord's will as rccordcd in His words

With all the power of prayer, therc is onc thing it cannot do!
It con ncver take the place of obedicnee to Christe Ve hear some
rodio cvangelists tell people to knocl at their radio and pray for
pardon and that God will grant ite The Bible nowhere teaches thot
God will savc analicn sinner by praycr alonce After Christ rosc -
from the dead, Hc stated the terms of pardon in the last chapters
of the gospcl rccords, and according to thesec tecrms He rcquires mon
to hcar tho word, beliove in the Lord, repent of thcir sins, and be
immersed into Christe All the praying in the world will not change
God's law of gracce Mony rcligious lecaders have sinners come to the
mourncrs bench and beg God to save them at the moment without their
doing whot Jesus commanded in the Great Commissione Such o proce: .
ticc ignorcs the Lord's word and whot He tells all mon thoy must do

%o be savede The practicc is a rcflcetion upon God, for it looks as

though He is not willing to save thom without their begging and
pleading with Him to do sos But Paul says e persuadc mon", not
Gode The Lord is ready to save to the uttcrmost all who comc to
Hime Hc is not willing that any should perish, but He wants all

to comc to repentoancce After Jesus gave the plan of salvation which
the apostles wore to preach to cvery creature, there is no coxomple
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of anyone being saved simply by prayinge Read the book of Acts
and scc 2ll the conversions for yoursclfe As He prayed, Paul was
commonded to "arisc and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calle
ing on the namo of the Lord", Lcts 22:16s Sinners werc not in-
vited to a mourncrs bench of praycr; they werc told by the apos=-
tlcs to belicve in Christ, rcpent of their sins, and be immerscd
into theo Lorde.

Sinners should pray that they may learn the truth, and that they
may havo the opportunity to obey it, but they should not ask God
to sove them without obedionce to His willy, for this H6 has ncver
promiscd to doe If God should sct asidc His specificd tcrms of
pardon and save onc porson by prayer, contrary to what He has rge
voaled, He would be obligated to do so for all who call upon Him,
since He is no rospcctor of pecrsonse In doing this God would
deny Himself by denying His word, but tho apostle says, “He can-
not dony Himsclf." 2 Tim. 2:13. ;

At this point, somconc may ask, "But didn't Paul say in Romans
10:13 that whosocver shall eall upon the name of the Lord shall bo
saved?® That is very truc, but wo must not overlook the Lord's
dofinition of calling upon Hime Jesus soid, Mihy call mo Lord,
Lordy, and do not the things which I say?" Lukc 6:46., Christ fure
ther said, "MWhosoover hoarcth those sayings of mine, ond dooth
them, I will liken him wnto o wisc man, which built his housc up=-
on o rock@. Matte 7:24. Calling upon the Lord mcans to come to
Him in humblec obedicnce to His wille This person will ncver be ro-
jected and the Son of God will savc hime

Sinnor friend, this may be D-Day and Zero Hour for youl The
silver cord of your 1life moy be snapped ot any time! No man knows
the day or the hour wherein the swmmons from on high may be pre-
sonted by the hand of thc death angole I would not hold out false
hopes and suggest that you may become a Christian simply by pray-
ings No man ¢on make any such promisce I am not trying to judge
you, but neither am I trying to justify youe Bofore God you stand

or falle Do not let any man lull you into a sonse of falsc sccurs

ity by telling you to pray for forgivenesse I plead with you to
obecy the gospol and Christ will become the Author of cternal sal-
vation to you. As long as you do His will you nceed never plead
"Pass me not, O Gentle Savior, Hear my humble cry; Whilc on othors
Thou art calling, Do not pass me by." If you arc o Christian, and

you pray in harmony with God's will you con truly sing, "0 how pray-
ing rests the weary; prayer will change the night to daye So when
lifc seoms dard and dreary, Don't forget to pray." As onc Christian
to another you can admonish, "Pray in the Morning, Pray at the Noon-
time, Pray in the Evening, Pray anytimce Pray when you're happy,
Pray when in sorrow, Pray when you'rc tempted, Pray 2ll the timee"
But O Sinncr fricend, you cannot call God your Father until you bee-
comc His child, and so I plead with you to accept Him ond obey His
will todaye Belicve in His Son, repent of your sins, and bc bap-
tized into Christ, and you will find that the eyes of the Lord arc
over you and His cars arc open unto your praycrse

IS THY HELRT RIGHT WITH GOD?

Have thine affcctions been nailed to the cross?
Is thy heart right with God?

Dost thou count all things for Jcsus but loss?
Is thy hecart right with God?

Hast thou dominion o'er sclf and o'ecr sin?
Is thy heart right with God?

Over all evil without and within?
Is thy hcart right with God?

Arc all thy powers under Jesus' control?
Is thy heart right with God?

Docs He each moment abide in thy soul?
Is thy heart right with God?

Refrain:

Is thy hoart right with God,
Washed in the crimson flood,

Clecanscd and made holy,humblc and lowly,
Right in the sight of God?
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CHURCEHE:S of CHERIST
in the
PITTSBURGH AREL ‘ b
313 Estella chhue
Beltzhoover, Pghe 10, Pa.

Fifth Avee & Bocchwood Blvde
Pittsburgh 6, Pa.

1644 State Street
‘Coraopolis, Pase

947 Franklin Strcet
lMcKeesporty Pa.

120 Fullerton Streoct
Pittsburgh 19, Pa.

A hearty welcome is extended %o
you by all the Churches ef Christ.
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