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C/N GOOD PEOPLE BE SALVED
OUT OF THE CHURCH?

When ono says good pcoplc can be saved out of tho church, that
brings to mind this question: Just how good must people be for God
to savo them out of the church? In thinking about this quostion
lct us supposc that ot the judgement the best womon who cver lived
but who was not o member of the church steps before Christe The
Lord considers her moral lifc and says, Uginece you werc so good I
am opening the gates of heaven that you may entore" And just after
this womon stops from beforc the bar of Christ the best man who
cver lived but who wos not o member of the ehurch stops forwarde
Christ soys, "Since you were upright and honest I om saving youe"
Just after this incident another woman steps forward who is almost
o.s good as the first one, and the Lord saves her cven though she
never boeame o mombe# of the churche Fricnds, just whore is the
Lord going to stop? According to this theory, there im no impare
tinl stopping plocce It must go on and on ond terminato only when
Soton and his ongels have boon saved olsoe, A theory that can be
rod uccd to such an absurdity as this should be doliberately

avoidede

Thore are two oxtreme views regarding the churche One view sug-
gests thot the church is cverythings that it's voice is authority in
religione The other view is that the church is almost nothinge To
thoso Who embracc the latter view the church is but littlc more than
o glorificd social ordere Thoy contend that it is not nocessary to
golvotione But the Bible supports ncither of those extreme positionse
Tt toaches thot the church is importont, but that it is not cvery-
thing. It is ossential but it is not the only essentinle Let us
study thc Now Testament and soc what it doecs teach about the conncow
tion botwoecn salvation and the churche ~—

In Motte 16218 Josus said to Peter, "I will build my church ond
the gates of Hades shall not preveil against ite" Who would go on
rocord as saying Christ built somothing that is non=cssoentinl? The
very fact thot tho Lord built the church, and insured it against the
gates of Hodes is proof of its nccessitye

Lnother factor that indieates the great importance of the church
is its coste Poul said to tho clders in the church at Ephosus, "foed

the church of the Lord, which he hath purchascd with His own blood"
LAets 20:28.. Would the Lord have #hed His blood for somcthing that
is non-gssentinl? The church was worth Christ's blood, for thot is
the price He paid for ite This great cost of the church indicates
its osséntialitye A1l truly good pooplc will wmnt to be in tho
churchy knowing that the Lord shed His blood for ite

t

: The vital union between Christ and the church is further seen
%g the fact that the church is the body of Christe Paul said Christ
is the head of the body, the church", Cole 1:18¢ In the twelfth
chapter of first Corinthions, Paul compared the church to o human
body. He said, "For as the body is one, and hath many members, and
211l the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also
is Christ"s The church is o body in that Christ is the head, and
all Christions are the memberse TWe have no difficulty in under=-
stonding the apostle when he speaks o the eye, the ear, and the
hands as being members of our bodye These members are o part of
the body and as such they are connected with the heade They could
have no association with the head 4f they were not in the bodye
What is true of the body in a physical sense is true of the chu}ch
in a spiritunl senses Paul said to Christians, "Now ye are the
body of Christ, and members in particular®, 1 Core 12:27. As the
members of the human body must be attached to the body to have
any connection with the head, so we must be attached to or in
Christ's body to have any cohnection with Hime The Lord's spirit
is 4n His body, and if we would be washed in His blood and filled
srith His spirit we must be in His bodye To be in His body is to

‘be in His church, for the Lord says the church "is His body", Ephs

1:23, Surely all good people will want to be connected with
Christ by being in His spiritual bodye

The Lord used another figure of speech to impress upon us His
close connection with the churche He said the church is His
fomily. He guided Paul to say to Timothy, "But if I tarry long,
that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the
house of God, which is the church of the living God", 1 Time @415
The word "house", in this instance, means familye Poul said the
church is God's family. If good people can be saved out of the

.ehurch of God they san be saved out of the family of Gode But

who believes this? Modernists mny, but surely no person who ac=-
cepts the Bible would contend that we con be saved out of God's




familye We must be in His family to be His children, and we must
be saved to be His childrene Paul said, "The Spirit itself beareth
witness with our spirit, thnt we are the children of God: .4nd if
children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ",
Rome 8:16,17. Oh friends, we should yecrn to be in God's family
that we moy be heirs of eterncl lifes. ithatever the Lord asks of us
we should do gladly that we may be in His familye /[nd when we read
in the New Testoment thot God's family is the church, we should
hasten to come into ite We should honor and respect it, for it is
the family of Gode : ;

an good people be saved out of the church? If so, they can be
saved without becoming subjects in the kingdom over which their
Savior reignee /After having promised to build His church, Jesus
promised to Peter the keys to the kingdome ithen Peter used these
spiritual keys on the doy of Pentecost, men were entering the
kingdome Also, by being saved, they were added to the church,
Licts 2:47. So then, we con see that in becoming a Christian one
enters the kingdom and the Lord adds him to His churche Further
proof of this is shown in that Paul wrote to the Christions at
Colossae ond reminded them that they had been translated into the
kingdom of God's dear Son, Cole 1:13. To be saved, then, one must
become o willing subject in this great kingdom by obeying the
commonds of Christ, its Kinge ;

Inother Bible statement cbout the church is where reconcil-
iation to God takes placee In specking of Jews and Gentiles the
Lord says He reconciles "Both unto God in one body by the cross",
Ephe 2:16s Reconciliction to our Lord tokes place in Christ's
bodyys the churche The writer adds that it is 2ll by the crosse
It was through death on the cross thaot Christ purchased the church
with His bloode Thot is why we are reconciled to God in the body
by the crosse The cross is inseparably connected with the church,
and there is no promise of reconciliation to God except in the
body whish is the churche Poul reminded the Ephesian Christions of
their condition before they come into the one body by saying, "That
at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commone

wealth of Israel, and strongers from the covenants of promise, have.

ing no hope, and without God in the world", Eph. 2:12. After their
reconciliation the apostle said, "Now therefore ye are no more
strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of

the household of God", Fphe 2:19. Friends, to say that good people
con be soved out of the church is to say that people can be saved
without being reconciled to Gode .

e will all acknowledge the inseparable union between Christ and
the church when we learn that it is the bride of Christe The in-
spired writer of Ephesians said, "For the husband is the head of the
wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour
of the bodye T herefore, as the .church is subject unto Christ, so
let the wives be to their own husbands in every thinge Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave him=
self for it ese This is o great mystery: but I speck concerning
Christ and the churche" (Ephe 5:23«25,32)e The church is here
pictured os the bride of Christe Paul said Christians are "morre
jed to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we
should bring forth fruit unto God", Rome 7:4. The Holy Spirit °
said the church is Christ's bride ond that He is the savior of its
/11 good people wish to be closely united with Christ, and that
wnion taokes place when they become a part of His bride, the churche

Ls we know, Soul persecuted the early church, Acts 8:le In the .
very next chapter Christ said, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
ne?t lcts 9:4e In persecuting the church Saul was persecuting
Christe This is easy to understand when we remember that the church
is the bride of Christe. How can anyone be united with Christ and
not be a part of His bride? How can we bear spiritual fruit and
not be o part of this divine union?

When the Lord speaks of the church He has no reference to denom=
inations, for they did not exist for hundreds of years ofter Christe
They were built by men, because Christ promised to build only one
churche. He said, "Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not
planted, shall be rooted up?, Matte 15:13s Christ prayed for unity
among Christians, but people have thought so long in denominational
terms they have forgotten His prayer. If we were living in the
first century, denominotionalism would be a strange term indeed,
for the Lord says, "The multitude of them that believed were of one
heart and of one soul", lcts 4132, .

Members of the church sometime contribute to the mistaken be=
lief that the church is not necessary to salvations Their lives
are unbecoming as disciples of Christ. But the Lord says, Yevery~



4
Lord said ho %added to the church daily such as should be sovede

one of us shell give account of himself to God", Rome 14:12e The The very moment they became Christions the Son of God added them to
Lord will not excuse sin in anyone, and He says the hope of the the churche The moment they wore saved they were enrolled in the
hypocrite shall perishe Lamb's book of lifee This He desiros to do for youe dJecsus longs
to become the shephord of your soule He offers to be your Great
Some good people feel they arc broad=-minded when they suggest ; Physician, ond you can trust His remedy for sin for He has never
that the church is not necessary to salvations Friends, the alle Yoen & w;ong prescriptions He woits now for your faith to manie
important question is not whether you arc narrow=minded or broad- _ %est~itself in loving obedicnces Husten to Him Wwho says so tenderly,
minded, but are you right? Vhen you believe what the Scripturecs Yoome unto me, all ye that lavor and are heavy laden, and I will
SonURa. Vet dvaRpranciashatots < T g Attt Beveidie ive you reste Take~my yoke upon you, and learn of mej for I am
mind of Christ, and that should be the overwhelming desire of our ﬁeek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your soulse
heartse For my yoke is easy, and my burden is lighte"
Some good people say the church cannot save; that Christ must
do thate Of course the church does not save, for it will be i 1 AM COMING TO THE CROSS.
savede Paul said Christ is the saviour of the body, the churche :
Ephe 5:23s The church does not save beeause it is the saveds I am coming to the cross;
Christ is the primary agent in our salvation, but may use what= I am poow ond weoak and blind;
ever means He pleases in saving use For instonce, faith is not I am counting all but dross:
our saviour, but we cannot be saved without ite John said the I shall full salvation finde
word of God was ™written, thot ye might believe that Josus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life Here I give my all to Thee,
through His name", John 20:31.  In like manner, the church is not Fricnds ond time and earthly storej
our saviour, but we cannot be saved without being in it for the Soul and body Thinc to be,
Lord promised to save it, Ephe 5323, Tholly Thine foreverméres
Sonecone agks, "If I do the work of a Christian om I not one?" Glad ly I accopt Thy grace;
I eould follow the moral principles of masonry all my life and Gladly I obey Thy word;
never be o Mosone I could do many things the Lord requires of a ‘All Thy promises embrace,
Christion and never be onee If we can learn from the will of 0 my Savior and my Lords
Christ how €o become a Christian,we will know whether good people
can be saved out of the churche One chapter in the New Testament Chorus:
will answer our quostione According to the reocord given in jots, = I am trusting, Lord, in Thee,
chapter two, the opostles preached to thousands of men who had { Blessed Lamb of Calvary;
askoed for the erucifixion of Christs The burdon of the sermen - Humbly at Thy cross I bow,
was the resurrgetion of the Lords These people wore g¢onvinced : Seeking Thy salvation nowe
thet they had killed the Son of God, and they ericd with decep conw .
cern, "Mcn and brothren, whet shsll we do?" By inspiration the
apostles replicd, "Ropent and be baptized every one of you in the o égﬁﬁggﬁﬂ
nome of Jesus Christ for the remission of sinse" Three thousand Rl

gladly received this message and were baptizode At that moment
they wore saved from p inse They became Christionss Iere
et the Lord answere In verse 47 the r.
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