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AiDIVIDED HOUSE

In Matte 12325 Christ said, "Every kingdom divided against itself
is brought to desolation; end every city or house divided against
itself shall not stand."™ 1In this passage the Lord makes 2 statement
we all know to be trues An earthly kingdom that is divided cannot
stand long, for when it divides it soon crumblese Abraham Lincoln
knew this well and in his race for the Presidency he used Liatthew
12:25 as his text. He preached that a nation cannot remain half
slave and half freee He was righti

When Christ said "Every kingdom divided shall come to desolation"
He applied it to the spiritual Kingdome At that time He was casting
out evil spirits and His enemies said He was doing so by the power
of Satane But Christ said if that were so then Satan was working
against himself, and if he did this his kingdom would soon fall.
Then the Lord concluded, "Every kingdom divided against itself is
brought to desolation." This statement is true of the Lord's King-
dom or of earthly kingdomse Let us recognize this truth and try to
do something about it. |

We can demonstrate from human history the truth that a kingdom
cannot long endure if it is dividede The kingdom of Israel of the
0ld Testament is an examplee During the early days of Israel as a
kingdom she accomplished great thingse Her borders were extended
from the Mediterranean Sea on the West to the Arabian Desert on the
East, and from Syria in the North to Egypt in the South, Her judges
and kings were looked upon by the other nations as honorable men,
and she was noted for righteousness. Israel was one nation of
twelve tribes with one law, one priesthood, one tabernacle, one
Place of worship and one kinge During this time David exclaimed,
"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to-
gether in unity!" Psa. 133:1. While Israel was united God smiled
upon her and blessed her beyond measure.

But the downfall of Israel as a kingdom began when she divided
in BeCe 975+ The first division was political and it was followed
by religious divisione When Solomon died the ten tribes of Israel in
the narthern part of Palestine refused to have Rehoboam, Solomon's
son as their kinge They selected Jeroboam to be their King and forme
ed the Northern Kingdom with their capital in Samariss This division
was tragic enough, but a greater tragedy followed. Jeroboam was

b

afraid for the people to go three times each year to Jerusalem to
worship as God had commanded lest they see Rehoboam the King of Judah
and be tempted to return to hime Jeroboam knew God had commanded
that all men go to Jerusalem three times each year with certain offer-
ings, but he ignored the command. He erected two altars in nerthern
Palestine, one at Bethel and the other at Dan, and then persuaded the
Israelites to make their offerings in the lande Jeroboam said, i

is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem; worship here in the land."
By this scheme the king divided Israel religiously, and God sent a
young prophet from Judah te speak against this sin of divisione

Ever after this when & king of Israel was sinful God would say, "He
walked in the way of Jeroboam who made Israel to sine" If God

spoke so harshly of a man who brought division to Israel in that
distant age, what do you think He will say of people who bring re-
ligious division in our Day? In the Bible the Lord commands unity
but condemns divisions In our day some speak of division as though

it were a blessing to the worlde But it is a tragedy today just as

it was with fleshly Israecl. A

In observing the fruits of division in Israel we come to the
days of Christe When the Lord came He found the Israelites divided
intc four partiese About two hundred years before Christ these
groups came into existence. Nowhere in the 0ld Testament did God
suggest that such a division was right or that He would approve of
it, but in spite of what God said these sects were borne Christ
condemned these divisions in Matt. 15. 1In verse nine He said of
the Pharisces, "In vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines
the commandments of mene" This offended the Pharisces, but Christ
went a step further in condemning divisions and said, “"Every plant
which my heavenly Father hath not planted shall be rooted upe"
After hearing this statement of our Lord we should make every eff-
at to be unitede -

From this brief review of Israel we see a concewete example of the
truth Christ expressed in Matte 12:25 where He said, "Evefy king-
dom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and every city
or house divided shall not stand." While the kingdom of Israel was
united it had a glorious history, but when the kingdom divided it
began to decay, and finally it came to desolatione With the destruce—
tion of Jerusalem in 70 AeDe. the Israelite nation as a kingdom was
blotted out of existences What an appalling picture, but how true
to the eternal principle that division brings destruction.
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In this respect there is a close analogy between the kingdom of
Isracl and the kingdom of Christe The kingdom of Christ was first
united; then division ceme and today the church fails to cover the
earth because of the divided statee.

There is no question about the unity that characterized the
kingdom of Christ when it was firdt establishede In icts 4:32 Luke
said; "The multitude of them that believed were of one heart and
one soule® This was true because the earlg Christians "wialked by
the same rule; they minded the same thing," Phile 3:16. They re-
membered the prayer of Christ in John 17 in which He prayed that
all believers in Him would be one even as He and the Father were
ones They obgyed the inspired command given in Ephesians 4 when
Faul onjoined upon them the duty to "Give diligence to kecp the
unity of the Spirite" 1In the New Testament the Holy Spirit gives
a platform of unity with seven planks in ite He says therc is one
God, onc Lord, onc Spirit; onec Hope, onc Faith; onc baptism and
one bodys And the Lord says this chain of unity is to bec kept un-
brokene The carly Christians kept the unity of the Spirit because
thoy looked to Christ only as the head of the Church, and to His
word as the sole authority in religious matterse

During the early years of Christianity when the kingdom of
Christ was united it accomplished muche Within thirty to forty
ycars after it came into existence it preached the gospel to the
known world, Cols 1:24. Within three hundred years it overcame
Greck philospphy, Roman might and the power of kingse Like a
mighty flood it swept over the lande And this was true because it
was a united force that éould not be stopped by the ecnemies of the
Crosse ‘

But this perfect unity in the carly church did net continue alw
ways, and in I Cor. 1 wc sce the first step toward divisione In
the Corinthian church were people who had been baptized by such men
as Paul, Cephas and Apollos, who were outstanding public proclaimers
of the gospels The mcmbers who had becn baptized by these great men
probably wanted to honor thcom, so they becgan to add their names to
that of Christ. Somc said we arc of Paul or we arc Paulite Christe
ians because Paul baptized use Whon Paul learncd of what they were
doing hec wrote a lettcr in which hc rcbuked them scverely. He
asked, "Is Christ divided?" 1In asking this gquestion he implicd
that if Christ were divided His followers might be, but that if

PO et

Cchrist werc not divided His followers could not bce Paul also asked,
"ferc you baptized in my name?" Thc question implies that if they
had beon they might wear his name, but that if they were not bap-
tized in his name they had no right to wear ite /And of coursc no

onc was permitted to bec baptized in the name of any man for all

were commanded by the Lord to be baptized in the name of Christ,

fLCtS 2 :58 .

Paul said to the Christians at Corinth that "when you wear the
\\ names of mcn you are contentious, divided, carnal, and you arc
walking as men." In this rebuke the apostle forever condemncd
division in religion, and that condemnation still standse If the
carly Christians werc not permitted to takec cven the first step to=
ward rcligious division, let us not think for a moment that we have

any such right todaye

As thc yecars went by and Christians became more¢ worldly, di-
vision blossomed inte a full flowers At the presont therc arc 256
denominations in the United Statcs alone! " We should all put forth
a mighty cffort to corrcct this situatione Christ did not justify
division when He praycd “that they all may be onc; as thou, Father,
art in me, and I in Thoc, that they also may bc one in us: that the
world may believe that thou hast sont mc,"John 17:21. Paul did not
condonc division when he said, "I besecch you, brethren, by the
neme of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the samc thing, and
that therc be no divisions among you; but that yc be perfectly joined
togother in the samc mind and in the same judgemont," I Corel:10,

The prayor of Christ was answered in the first century when

1 3Christians were of onc heart and onc souls And His prayer can bc
answercd todayd If we will take the New Testament as our sole guide
in rcligious matters; and be governed by what it plainly teaches,

" we can be unitcde Let us wear Christ's name only, teach His plan of
salvation, worship as He dirccts and live in harmony with His will,
and we can be once We have the basis for unity in the New Testa-
mont}“ Our task is to be honest in saying, "Not my will but thinec be
doncs

Christ said a kingdom divided shall come to deselatione The
\b{kingdom of Isracl divided and came to dcsolatione What will happen
to the kingdom of Christ? /A comparable calamity will befall it if
thosc who profess Christianity remain divided and fail to do somc-



thing to corrcct thc deplorablc conditione The Church has alrcady
been hindercd to an immcasurablc extent by rcligious divisione The

; fceeble offorts men meke in the many denominations may be comparcd

/ to a man trying to hang a picturce LA short man wishing to drive a
nail on which to hang a picturc, stood on a chair, but still was
not tall cnoughs His wifc got a box which fitted on the chair a
bit uncvenlys, Balancing himself on this, he gave the nail a fow
unccrtain tapse His wife asked, "ihy don't you strike a brave
blow and settle it?" He replicd, “"How can a man strike a brave
blow when standing on such a wobbly foundation?™ Bravc blows for
Christianity cannot be made when we arc violating the teaching of
Christ by being divided.

Let us never forget the warning of Christ that a kingdom
I r"dividod cannot stand. Let us strivec carncstly to answer Christ's
prayer for unity, and let us kccp the unity of the Spirit. We
cannot belicve in one God, onc Lord, onc Spirit, onc hopec, onc
faith, onec body and onc baptism, and bec dividede But if we tecach
morc than onc God, or onc faith, or onc body, wc cannot be unitede

Onc day scveral ycars ago a littlc girl wandered away from home

{ ¥ in North Dakotas A scarch was startcde Partics went in every
dircction, but latc in thc afternoon the child had not becn founde
Great fear filled thc hearts of the pcople for it was a cold winter
daye Finally, onc man suggested that the hundreds of pecoplc pres—
cnt clasp hands and start walking until cvery square yard of the
countrysidc was covercde This plan was followed and just beforc
dark the body of thc 1little child wgs founde She had not been
dcad longe Tthen the word was given to her mother, the sorrowful
woman cricd, "Oh why didn't you join hands sooner?® Friends,
there will be multiplied thousands at the judgement who will ask
the followers of Christ, Why didn't you join hands?®

e Will you clasp hands with simplc New Testamcnt Christians who
arc striving to bring unity to a divided world? In helping to
bring unity to a strife-torn world you will be hclping to answer
the praycr of Christ that all belicvers may be once It is poss=-
ible to havec unity, for our Lord praycd for it, and thec apostles
Plead for it. Will you help to meke it a rcality?

3{ Many times you have sung, "ihat A Fricnd We Have in Josuse"”
Have you cver asked how you can bccome His friend? Jesus said,

n
Yc arc my fricnds, if yc do whatsocver I
0 ; command you," s
You wish to be His fricnde Why not do what He cogﬁa;dnghn it

?&ul became Christ's fricnd when ho gave up the errors of Pharj
s?elsm.to ?boy the Lords He donicd himself and followed Christ s
His faith in Josus led him to repont and be baptized that his :
could be washcd awaye Christ had commanded that thesc ;tops bslns
tgkcn and Paul gladly took them to be g friond of Josuse He con-
Elnued to‘bo Christ's friond, and st the ond of 1life ho said, "1
iav? fzugnt a good fight, I have kept the faith, henceforth ;hero

s lai up.for mc & crown of rightoousness, which the Lord th
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to m o i .
but unto all them also that leve His appearing.® plicn

You can bceome Christ's fricnd b . . A
y following in th
Paul, for he followed Christ all the waye 'Wiil . 70 steps of

SOUL, A SAVIOR THOU ART NEED ING.

Soul, a Savior thou art nceding!
Soul, a Savior waits for theo!
Hear His words of tonder Pleading

Hear His gracious "Comc to lio."

Hc has dicd: for thy transgression,
If thou wilt, thou canst be frece;

Sogl, He:waits for thy confession,
Savior, I will go to Theec."

Do not linger till the morrow,
. LCF thy.loving answer be,
Savior, in my joy or sorrow,
I will cover go to Theole"

Chorus:

He is calling, softly calling,

i 0? thine car ... His voicc is fallings

hcnls calling, softly calling, ;
Comc to MCess and be at roste”
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L hearty wclcome is extcnded to
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