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A few years ago a Bible teacher said to a group of students 
in one of America's foremost Universities, "I believe we are 
saved by gra ce plus faith plus nothing." That statement startled 
me, and I r esolved to make a special study of the New Testa· 
ment to learn just what the Lord says about salvation by grace. 
In the next few moments I shall tell you what I learned about 
this important subject. 

I learned that salvation by grace is a doctrine that is given 
great prominence in the Scriptures. It is found repeatedly in the 
New Testament. In Paul's writings alone, grace is mentioned 
eighty-eight times. Grace occupies such an important place in 
the scheme of redemption that the Lord says we are saved by 
it. Paul said to the Ephesians, ''By grace have ye been saved," 
Eph. 2 :5. 

I learned that the grace of God means the unmerited favor 
and love of God toward man. It manifests itself in God's dealings 
with man in both physical and spiritual matters. However . 
primary emphasis in the New Testament is placed on "the grace 
of God which bringeth salvation." 

I learned why men need the grace of God. They alienated 
themselves from God by their own wickedness. As Isaiah ex­
pressed it, "your iniquities have separated between you and your 
God, and your sins have bid his face from you, that he will not 
hear," Isa. 59:2. After men had alienated themselves by their 
own -sins, there was nothing they could do to humanly merit or 
reinstate themselves into God's favor. They could not devise a 
plan of redemption, but God loved men to the extent that He 
provided a way for the salvation of all . All of his plans in behalf 
of men, all of His love and mercies extended to them, all of His 
gifts offered, are comprehended in the word grace. God's 
grace was His Son! Christ is the center of our affection, the 
object of our faith, the anchor of our hope-s. "For God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him might not perish, but have everlasting life," 
John 3 :16. 

I learned from the word of God that He is impartial in 
bestowing His grace upon men. Paul said, "For the grace of God 
that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men," Titus 2:11 
The Lord nowhere promised to bless one class or color to the 
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exclusion of others. God's grace is extended universally for the 
benefit of all men. 

I learned, however, that all men will not be saved because 
the working of God's grace is dependent upon men. This depend­
ence is set forth in Eph. 2: 8 where Paul said, "For by grace are 
ye saved through faith." Faith is stated as a condition and just 
as surely as men are saved by grace, they are saved by grace 
through faith. All men are not saved by God's grace because 
all do not believe. Faith on the human side is the channel 
through which God's grace reaches man, and saves him. That 
is why Paul could say "Therefore it is by faith, that i t might 
be by grace." Rom. 4:16 . Without faith on our part the grace of 
God is extended to us in vain. 

As I ·studied the Bible I learned the kind of faith through 
which the grace of God saves us. There are two kinds of faith 
spoken of in the Bible: a dead fa ith and a living faith . The grace 
of God works through living faith only. The Lord says in the 
book of James that faith without works is dead, being alone. H e 
says faith only is as dead as a body without a spirit. James says 
Abraham's faith was made perfect in obedience to God's com­
mand. If Abraham, the friend of God, and the father of the 
faithful, had to do what God said to be justified by faith, I know 
that we must obey the Lord. And when we do God's will our 
faith is made perfect in obedience. This is the only kind of faith 
through which the grace of God saves us. 

From my study of the Bible I learned that the best way to 
see how grace works 1-s to observe some examples of it at work . 
It is by the grace of God that we have the many temporal bless­
ings of life. Paul said, "God is able to make all grace abound 
toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things . 
may abound to every good work," II Cor. 9:8. If we can learn 
how these blessings come by grace we can better understand 
how salvation is by the grace of God. Jesus tells us to ask our 
heavenly Father to give us our daily bread. (Matt. 6:11>. And 
yet He instructed Paul to t ell the early Christians that they 
must work if they would eat. ((II Thes. 3: 10.) How can bread 
be a gift of God if we have to work for it? The answer is simply 
this : There are factors that enter into the making of bread that 
God alone can furnish. He provides the sunshine, rain, air, a nd 
soil. Man cannot furnish these things, and yet without them 
food could not be produced. Since God provides the means of 
producing food, our daily bread is a gift from Him, even though 
we do something for it. Most religious people pause before 
eating and thank God for their food . They know it is a gift from 
God because He made it possible. 
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Now we all know there would be no food and clothing if 
man should refuse to do the part God has left for him to do, such 
as planting the ·seed, cultivating the crops, and gathering and 
using the products. In giving us food and clothing God provides 
that which we could not furnish, and He leaves the remainder 
to us. This is the way God's grace works in material things, and 
no one seems to have any trouble understanding it. We all 
understand the words of Paul when he said, "We are laborers 
together with God." The unknown poet well expressed this 
mutual dependence in these words: 

"Back of the loaf is the snowy flour; 
And back of the flour the mill ; 

And back of the mill is the wheat the shower 
And the sun, and the father's will." 

Another example of God's grace at work is recorded in 
Exodus 14. The children of Israel were being pursued by the 
Egyptians when they came to the Red Sea. The mountains 
towered high on their right and left. The Red Sea ·stretched out 
in front of them. The Egyptians were fast approaching from the 
rear. The Israelites were helpless and they cried out to God. The 
Lord said, "~'ear not, stand still, and see salvation of the Lord. 
which he will show unto you today." The Lord then made a path 
through the Sea and the children of Israel were told to march 
across on dry ground. Now let us notice the grace of God and 
how it worked. The Israelites could not help themselves. They 
did not know what to do, and they had no human means of 
saving themselves. So the Lord told them to stand still while 
He provided a way of safety. God's frace then opened the Sea 
After this it was up to the Israelites to take the way of escape 
When they were safe on the distant shore they gave glory to 
God. Not one ever thought that he had saved himself because he 
marched through the Red Sea, and still every single person knew 
he would have perished had he not taken the avenue of safety. 

As I studied the Bible further I learned how the grace of 
God saved the soul of man. Man had separated himself from God 
by his sins, and he needed ·sa lvation, but there was no way he 
could save himself. So the gra<:e of God stepped in to do for 
man what he could not do for himself. By the grace of God an. 
atoning sacrifice was made. The inspired writer of Hebrews 
said, "But we see Jesus who was made a little lower than the 
angels by the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor. 
that he, by the grace of God should taste death for every man," 
He b. 2:9. Here we learn that the grace of God was expressed in 
the death of Christ and that for all men. Thus was salvation 
provided for the whole race so far as God's part was concerned. 
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But man did' not fully realize his sinfulness with its accompany. 
ing doom. Neither did he know how to appropriate the benefits 
of the death of Christ. And again the grace of God did. for man 
what he could not do for himself. This time it came in its teach· 
ing capacity. Paul said the grace of God hath appeared to all 
men teaching us. The grace of God did two things for men; it 
provided the way of salvation, and it instructed him that he 
might get into that way. It gave him that instruction through 
the gospel ''which is the power of God unto salvation," Rom. 
1:16. Paul said to the Ephesians "By grace have ye been saved." 
The apostle further said they believed after they heard the 
gospel. (Eph. 1 : 13.) After they believed in Christ and repenter1 
of their sins .Paul baptized them. (Acts 19: 5.) When these people 
obeyed the gospel of God's S.on they were saved by grace. 

After we have done all the Lord asks of us we have ·not 
earned our salvation. We are still unprofitable servants. After 
we obey the gospel of Christ and continue in faithful obedience 
to the Lord we can still ascribe all praise to Him who saved ns 
by His amazing . grace. 

Salvation by grace may be illustrated by a mau in a deep. 
well. Being unable to save himself he is lost unless a saviour 
appears. Someone hears the man's cries and comes to save him. 
A rope is dropped to him and he is told to take hold of it. He 
does so, and is pulled to safety. Could the man claim that he 
was his own savior ? Surely not. If he could have climbed out he 
would have saved himself, but this was not possible. The man 
who dropped the rope and pulled him to safety was his saviou1·. 
And it is the Lord who saves us even though we must take holn 
of the rope by obeying the gospel of Christ. 

I learned in studying about salvation by grace that the Bible 
teacher who said "We are saved by grace plus faith plus 
nothing" stopped short of what the Lord teaches. From the 
passages and Bible examples we have studied together, it is 
evident that we are saver by grace through o)Jedient faith. Such 
faith includes all that the Lord asks us to do. Whatever our 
Master requires of us is a part of faith, for faith comes through 
hearing the word of God. (Rom. 10 :17) 

Several years ago I read of a young boy who was driving 
down the highway, and immediately behind him in another car 
rode a local judge. As they started across a dangerous bridge 
the boy lost control of his car, and it broke through the railing 
and fell into the water below. The quick thinking judge stoppen 
plunged into the icy water and pulled the boy to safety. Several 
years later , after this boy h ad reached manhood, he was guilty 
of a serious offence. When he came before the court the first 
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person he noticed was the presiding judge; it was the .. ~an. who . 
had saved his life . . ~hen given a chance to speak he began to 
plead with t}le judge saying, "Judge, you are the man who saved 
my life. You plunged into a dangerous stream and risked your 
life just to save me. Now, after all you have done for me you 
just can't send me to prison." The kindly judge replied, "I was 
your saviour them, I am your judge now." 

Sinner friend, Christ offers to be your saviour now, for the 
day is coming when he will be your judge. The Bible states that 
"God judgeth no man but hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son," John 5 :22. He longs to have you for His own possession 
that He may take you unto Himself in the final day when all 
men will stand before Him. Through his grace He haa provided 
the way. Will you enter that way as did the Ephesians that you 
may be saved by grace? Will you continue therein through life? 
We beseech you to obey your Lord today. Will you? 

l' 
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