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erald of ruth 



James D. Willeford November 16, 1952 

we are living in an age that prides itself with being scien­
tific. When a question comes Ul> for discussion, many want to 
know "What does science say about it?" This is in striking 
contr~st with a few generations ago when the Bible was consid­
ered the final voice in all matters, and not much heed was given 
to science. But we are living in a new day,. when old standards 
are being tested and tried. Let me hasten to say that I do not 
regret the fact that the Bible is being tested and tried ~r?m 
every conceivable viewpoint. My faith in the Bible as a d1vme 
book is such that I have all confidence it will stand every test 
that may be applied to it. 

As we study about the Bible and sciemce perhaps we should 
define the terms we use. The Bible is the revealed, written word 
of God. Science is a correlated body of absolute knowledge of 
the works of God. It is a pyramid of unquestioned and unques­
tionable fact. It is unthinkable that there would be any contradic· 
tion between the Word of God, and the Work of God. Surely, 
what God has done agrees with what He has said. 

It must be kept in mind that there is such a things as false 
science. Paul said, "Oh, Timothy, keep that which is committed 
to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings and oppositions 
of science falsely so called." (1 Tim. 6:20.) So, there is a pseudo· 
science. And there are always numerous theories of science. And 
there are always numerous theories of science which shou-ld not 
be labeled as facts of science at all. These theories are constant­
ly being discarded and revised. This is true to the extent that 
a ten year old text in most of the sciences is very much out of 
date. Theories of yesterday give way to new theories of today 
and thus it shall ever continue to be. It is said that the Library 
of the Louvre in Paris contains thre,e and a half miles of book 
shelves holding volumes of science that have become obsolete 
in the past fifty years. In 1861 the French Academy of Science 
published what it called 51 scientific facts, each of which it 
was alleged, contradicted some passage of scripture. Ninety-one 
years have gone by since that was written. Not a word of the 
Bible has changed during that time. In these same years the 
knowledge of. science has so changed th;tt there is not a man 
of science who, today holds to one of those 51 so-called facts. 

There are people who have heard it said that the Bible doe!; 
not agree with science. This is a statement that ha·s been made­
repeatedly in recent years. And there are people who have cas.t: 
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the Bible overboard because of this statement. But in view of the 
facts we have studied, should we not be very hesitant to cast 
aside the Bible? Suppose the Bible had agreed with all the 
theories of .:;cience in 1861? If it had, then it would be completely 
out of harmony with science of today. So, we cannot expect the 
Bible to agree with all the theories of science. Theories are so 
changeable that no such agreement is possible. But when some· 
thing is established as a scientific fact, unquestioned and 
unquestionable, there is no disagreement between the Bible and 
real science. But as Paul said there is a science that is falsely 
so-called. 

It is well also for us to be reminded of the fact that there 
is such a thing as false religion. There is Scripture, falsely 
so-called. Of course, we cannot expect false religion to agree 
with true science. So, as we study this subject let us remember 
that all is not science that poses as science and all is not scrip· 
ture that poses as scripture. If there seems to be a discrepancy 
between science and scripture it is caused either by people's 
ignorance of science or by their ignorance of scripture. 

As an example of this, it has been alleged by some that 
the Bible disagrees with the science of geology relative to the 
age of the earth. But what is the age of the earth. The answers 
of geologists range from ten thousand years to 10,000 million 
years. Dr. Croll estimated the age of the earth to be at the most 
20 million years. Darwin said it was more than 300 million years. 
Sir. Charles Lyell said it was about 400 million. And Prof. 
Ramsay made it fully 10,000 million years. Other eminent 
scientists have set their estimates at various places between 
these figures . If the Bible is to agree with scientists on the age 
of the earth, then we ask, WITH WHICH SCIENTISTS? How 
can the Bible agree with men who cannot agree among them· 
selves 

Some of you may be surprised to know that there is no 
possible way for the Bible to be out of harmony with science on 
the age of the earth! The Bible does reveal the age of the earth. 
The only thing the Bible writers say as to when God created 
the ea rth is that He did it " In the beginning." (Gen. 1: 1.) It could 
be said that the earth is ten thousand or ten million years old 
and he Bible would not have any statement that disagrees with 
it. 

My friends, there arP. no scientific errors in the Bible even 
though the books of the Bible were written in the day of 
scientific ignorance. Moses, who wrote the first five books of 
the Bible, lived in an Egyptian culture. The Egyptians believe 
the earth was hatched from a winged egg. They taught that the 
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light of the sun was the reflected light of the earth. Some of the 
Old Testament prophets livetl under the influence of Chaldean 
culure. The Chaldeans at ont time believed that the earth was 
a living creature. The scientific concepts held by the people of 
those days were indeed wierd and grotesque. Their science 
so-called was not science at all. 

Now, the point that we wish to impress is this: The Bible 
was written during those days of scientific ignorance. Moses, 
Daniel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, David, and Job all lived and wrote 
in a day when very little was known of natural science. They 
were surrounded on every hand by error, superstition, and 
confusion. It was truly an age of darkness. They had none of the 
modern means with which to make scientific discoveries such 
as the microscope. lt was an atmosphere of ignorance that the 
men who wrote the Bible lived. And yet, it is striking that when 
they picked up their pens and wrote their books. none of the 
scientific nonsense and foolishness of their day found its way 
into what they wrote. If the men who penned the books of the 
Bible had not been inspired, if they had been writing of their 
own volition and knowledge, surely some of those scientific 
errors which were then so devoutly believed to be truths, would 
have seeped in somewhere. But none did seep in. We believe 
the Bible because of what it does not contain. Only inspiration 
could have prohibited the entrance of the many errors believed 
during the period when it was written. Unaided men could not 
have produced a book in that dim and distant age free from 
scientific inaccuracies. Only God who knew all scientific truth 
could have directed the writing of such a book! 

There have been times when men thought the Bible had 
inaccurate statements, but the passing of the years and the more 
recent discoveries have confirmed the claims made by it. Many 
of the higher critics for years claimed that Moses could not 
have written the first five books of the Bible for the simple 
reason that writing was unknown in the days of Moses. And 
since the Bible claims that Moses did write these books, they 
saw in this an obstacle in the way of faith. Moreover, Jesus 
claimed that Moses wrote them, and the critics therefore 
involved the Lord Jesus himself in the difficulty. But in the 
British Museum there can now be seen the Tel-el-amarna tablets 
containing cunieform writing which dates back 100 years before 
the day of Moses. In another part of the museum may be seen 
a copy of the huge black stone eight feet high containing the 
written laws of King Hammurabi who lived 500 years before 
Moses and was probably a contemporary of Abraham. So, the 
existence of writing in ~oses' day has been demonstrated by 
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the mo~uments found in Bible lands. When Holy scripture ana 
true science are paralleled there is perfect agreement. 
. Although _the Bible was not written as a textbook on science 
It does contam many truths that unaided men could not have 
known at the time the Bible was written. The Bible anticipates 
many of the recent 'Scientific discoveries. The entire firsf 
chapter of _Genesis corresponds with the facts of geology and 
astronomy m a way that cannot be accidental. Moses receives 
the full support of modern science when he contends that this 
pres~nt order of the earth as we know it, was preceded by a span 
of Wild chaos which geology calls the Great Ice Age. 

Moses also informs us that all the seas were gathered 
tog~ther in one bed. (Gen. 1: 10.) If you will get your globe and 
notice. carefully. you will see how true this is. All of the oceans 
are. j~med t?gether in one bed. But how did Mo·ses know this? 
This Is a pomt that I must press. In his day it was believed tha~ 
the earth was flat and that there was one small ocean. Moses had 
not beheld the seas. Yet, he wrote with absolute accuracy He 
also used the word seas . . . the plural, and this is correct: for 
eve?. tho~gh they are in one bed, they still maintain their 
indiVIduality even in chemical difference. 

~oses also informs us in this great Genesis account of 
creatwn that botany proceded animal life which is a ·scientific 
fact, and he then proceeded to divide botanical life into thre 
great. divisions · · · grasaes, herbs, and trees, a division whic~ 
is quite modern, even for scientists. 

~orne of you may be surprised to know that the Bible 
mentions the rotundity of the earth. Isaiah said "It is h (God) 
that sitteth upon the circle of the earth" Isa 4'0;22 In el · h' 
d · · · · · sa1a s 

ay It was ~elieved that the earth was flat, and this idea 
persisted until ~he days when Columbus discovered America, 
Someone has said Col~mbus discovered that the earth is round . 
and M<tgellan proved It. but this is not true. Isaiah said it is 
round, and he made this statement twenty-three hundred years 
before Columbus or Magellan. Job declared that the earth 
turns. Job 38:14. The prophet said of the earth "It · t 1 , • IS urned as 
c ~Y to the seal. These men could not have known these truths 
Without help from a higher source than man. 

~nother amazing truth is stated by Job. The prophet said 
God stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth 
the ea:th u~on nothing." Job 26:7. Notice the first part of this 
verse m Which Job said God "stretcheth out the north over th 
empty place." Authorities tell us there is a vast !iXpanse in the 
northern heavens without a star in it. Astronomers did no~ 
know this until recent years when the powerful telescopes were 
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turned toward the heavens, but Job told us 3500 years ago of the 
empty place in the northern skies. 

Job also said that God "Hangeth the earth upon nothing." 
Job. 26:7. Is not that simple statement scientifically accurate? 
The earth is suspended in space by gravity, but how did Job 
know about gravity. We hav not known about it for many years, 
but Job knew it more than three thousand years ago. He could 
not have known it at this time by human wisdom, but God knew 
and He revealed it to the Bible writer. Peter said, "holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit." II Peter 1:21. 

Similar instances could be multiplied, but the process of 
reasoning we have been following is not the process by which 
men find God. It only serves to strengthen our faith in the Bible 
as the revealed word of God. It only attests what scripture 
states. The purpose of the Bible is to tell men how to find God. 
And we cannot find Him separate and apart from His word. 

Jesus said, "Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall 
make you free." John 8:32. He said further in a prayer to His 
Heavenly Father "Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word 
is truth." John 17:17. In the second chapter of Acta we have 
a concrete example of how men are made free by the word 
of Christ. The apostles preached the word to sinners, and they 
were convicted of their sins. They cried, "Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?" By inspiration from Heaven the apostle 
Peter told them to Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins." Luke says 
"they that gladly received his word were baptized,'' and "the 
Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved." Years 
later Peter speaks of these people who obeyed the Lord in 
Jerusalem and he says they were "born again . .. by the word 
of God which liveth and abideth forever." I Peter 1:1, 23. 

Are your life and works in harmony with God's word? Let 
us realize that only the Son of God can lift our burden of sin 
and give us hope as an anchor of our soul. Only the Son of 
God can point our way to the city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God. Heb. 11:10. 

(Credit fs given to Raymond C. Kelcy for some of the 
material used in this sermon-J. D. W .) 

THE HERALD OF TRUTH-Box 1264--ABILENE, TEXAS 
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