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Thinacalows Healing
By James D. Willeford
November 30, 1952

An inscription over the gateway of the French College of
Surgeons reads, “I dressed his wounds, God healed him.” This
inscription expresses a great amount of faith for it ascribes to
God the power to heal. God made the herbs that assist the
process of healing, and He made the cells in the body which
combat disease. He spoke into existence the physical laws of
healing, and He sustains those laws. If a person gets his arm
cut off and the surgeon ties the arteries the arm heals. It is
God’s law that it heal if proper care is given. The surgeon only
discovered the law and is governed by it in his treatment. God
heals through the natural means He has provided. All healing
done in this way is divine healing.

However, when most people speak of divine healing they
really have in mind miraculous healing. In the first century the
Lord and His disciples healed miraculously. The sick, the lame,
and the leper were restored to perfect health within a moment
of time. There was no long drawn-out process of waiting and
prayer. When Peter and John healed the lame man at the gate
called beautiful in Jerusalem, Luke said, “immediately his feet
and ankle bones received strength. And he, leaping up, stood, and
walked, and entered with them into the temple walking and
leaping and praising God.” Acts 3:7, 8. When Christ and His
apostles healed miraculously there was never any question about
its being a genuine miracle. After Peter and John healed the
lame man, the Jewish leaders asked, “What shall we do to these
men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by them
is manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot
deny it.” Acts 4:16.

There is a vast difference between the genuine miraculous
healing done by Christ and His disciples, and that which men
claim to do now. The great difference establishes the fact that
modern day healing so called is not miraculous at all. As we
observe these contrasts we are impressed by the fact that Jesus
did not heal for notoriety. It was not His desire to attract great
attention to Himself by His miracles. In several instances He
commanded the one healed to “tell on man” of the miracle. What
a contrast between the Lord’s humble ministry of healing and
the gaudy, extravagant fanfare of modern healing campaigns!
We are impressed by another contrast. When Christ healed no
appeal was made for money. But some “healers” in America
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today are sending out “Blest healing clothes” and the statement
is made that there is no charge, but the subtile appeal for money
is couched in the words “We must have money to continue
this work.” It is a well-known fact that several collections are
taken at most healing services today.

Another interesting feature of Christ’s healing is that He
did not make faith on the part of the afflicted a uniform condi-
tion of healing, while modern healers greatly emphasize faith.
One religious leader who advocates miraculous healing said,
“Take notice first that without faith no one can be healed.”
(Divine Healing, Murray, p. 25.) Christ required no man to
believe Him to be God’s Son before He would heal him. He
sometimes employed faith but it was a belief that He could heal
—that He had the power to heal. But in many of the cases of
healing recorded in the New Testament the persons healed had
no faith in Christ at all!

Even though the Son of God healed by the power of God He
recognized the need of physicians. The Lord said, “They that
be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.” Matt.
9:12. Luke whote two books of the New Testament and he is
called “the beloved physician.” Col. 4:14. Christ thought so
highly of physicians that He compared Himself to one. But the
majority of modern day healers denounce physicians. There are
many other contrasts between Christ and modern day healers.

. But the question that concerns us most is this: Is miraculous
healing done in our day? We can answer this question if we
know the purpose of the miracles performed by Christ. They
were done to prove that He was God’s Son. He first asserted
His identity, and then proved it by miracles. Jesus said, “The
very works that I do bear witness of me, that the Father hath
sent me.” John 5:37. The apostle John sums up the purpose of
miracles in these words, “Many other signs truly did Jesus in
the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book;
But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God.” John 20:30, 31. In Matthew 9 is given
the record of Christ forgiving a man of his sins. When Jesus
said “I forgive you” the Jews thought He was blaspheming God,
and they asked, “Who can forgive sins, but God?” Jesus replied
“Which is easier to say, Thy sins are forgiven thee, or arise, and
walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on
earth to forgive sin, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,)
Arise, take thy bed, and go into thine house.” Matt. 9:6.

Why did Jesus heal this man? To prove that He had the
power to forgive sins. All the miracles Christ performed were
God’s stamp of divinity upon His Son.
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The Lord enabled the apostles to wark miracles to confirm
the word they preached. Mark says the apostles “went forth,
and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and
confirming the word with signs following.” Mark 16:20. When
our ambassador goes to Great Britain he must present proof to
His Majesty’s Government that he represents the United States.
And when Christ and the apostles came with a new message
they had to have proof that it came from God. The writer of
the Hebrew letter said God gave this proof “both with signs and
wonders and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost
according to his own will.” Heb. 2:4. Paul said, “Truly the signs
of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs
and wonders, and mighty deeds.” 2 Cor. 12:12. After God cony
firmed the word which the apostles preached it did not need to
be reconfirmed, and so the miracles ceased. Miracles were never
intended to be a part of the permanent plan of God. They may
be compared to the scaffolding used in erecting a building. When
the structure is completed the scaffolding is removed.

The purpose of the healing done by Christ and the apostles
was not primarily to relieve human suffering. He said, “Troph-
imus I left at Miletus sick.” II Tim. 4:20. This same apostle told
Timothy to “use a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine
often infirmities.” I Tim. 5:23. Timothy was a Christian with
deep and abiding faith, and yet he was not miraculously healed
of an informity that came upon him frequently. These facts
make it clear that miracles existed in the first century for a
specific purpose and that purpose was to confirm the word
preached. They were not given to Christians for all time to come.

In I Cor. 13 Paul used a child as an illustration of the short
time miraculous gifts would continue. He says that a child
speaks and thinks as a child, but when he becomes aman he puts
away childish things. Paul was here speaking of the infant and
mature stages of Christianity. While Christianity was in its
infancy it needed special helps. During this period the Lord
endowed the church with inspired apostles, prophets, teachers
and miraculous gifts. Paul said these special offices were to
last “Till we all attain unto the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a full-grown man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: that we may
be no longer children, tossed to and fro and carried about with
every wind of doctrine.” Eph. 4:13, 14. Christians ceased to be
children and became full-grown men when the faith was given
as a unit. When the full knowledge of God’s word was given in
the completed New Testament the special helps ceased. Before
the New Testament was completed in the first century the word
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of God dwelt in the inspired man. Since that time it is to be
found in the inspired Book!

Paul also uses the mirror as an illustration to show the
brevity of miraculous gifts. While the word of God was being
revealed the apostle said, “For we know in part and we prophecy
in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which
is in part shall be done away.” I Cor. 13:9, 10. During this period
of partial knowledge the apostle said, “For now we see through
a glass darkly; but then face to face.” ICor. 13:12, When the
éw Testament was completed in A. D. 96 there was a perfect
mirror into which people could look and see themselves and
their full duty. James speaks of our “looking into the perfect
law of liberty.” Jas. 1:25. Christ had promised that the Holy
Spirit would guide the apostles into all the truth. John 16:13.
‘When this was done the mirror was silvered so that it reflected
man’s true image and his needs. Man could then see fully, and so
tongues, prophecy, and miraculous knowledge ceased

When one reads the New Testament he is impressed with
this fact; that all miraculous gifts were bestowed on Christians
by the laying on of the apostles’ hands. This is evident from
several New Testament passages. The apostles laid their hands
on Philip, one of the seven deacons in Jerusalem. Acts 6:6. Luke
said, “And the people with one accord gave heed unto those
things which Philip spoke, hearing and seeing the miracles
which he did.” Acts 8:6. Luke further said of the people in
Samaria that “when they believed Philip preaching the things
concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ,
they were baptized both men and women.” Acts 8:12. Philip was
able to heal, and perform other miracles, but he could not
impart this gift to a soul in Samaria, for the writer of Acts said,
“Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them
Peter and John: Who, when they were come down, prayed for
them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost; (For as yet he
was fallen upon none of them; only they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them,
and they received the Holy Ghost.” Acts 8:14-17. When the las:
apostle died about the end of the first century all supernatural
gifts necessarily ceased.

Men who claim that miraculous healing is still being done
rely upon several passages of scripture to prove their claim. The
53rd chapter of Isaiah is sometimes used as proof that Christ
died for physical healing as well as spiritual cleansing. Isaiah
mentions physical healing in verse 4 and the atonement for our
sins in verse 5. In the New Testament Matthew quoted the verse
from Isaiah which mentions physical healing and he said it
was fulfilled during Christ’s personal ministry when he healed
the sick. Matt. 8:16, 17. A multitude of passages state that
Christ died to atone for our sins, but not one says He died to
atone for our diseases. If moraculous healing of the body were
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one of the benefits of Christ’s blood, every person who is washed
in His blood would at the same time be given perfect health.

Some quote a passage in Mark where Christ says, “And these
signs shall follow them that believe,” to prove that miraculous
healing would be done for all time. But this promise of Christ
was fulfilled in the first century. Signs did follow believers, but
the Lord did not promise that they would follow all believers
for all time. They were given to believers in the first century
to confirm their message. When this message was confirmed
they ceased.

When we point out what the Bible teaches about mlracles
ceasing, some think we are limiting God’s power. It is notia
question of what God can do, but what does He do? He once
created man out of the dust of the earth. Does He do that today?
He once made woman from man’s rib. Does He do that today?
He had the power yesterday to destroy the earth, but He did not
use it. The man who says God must use His power today just as
He used it in the first century is the one who is limiting God!

Satan has always had a way of counterfeiting the genuine.
The things that appear miraculous today are explained by Paul
in his letter to the church at Thessalonica. He said that Satan
would work through the man of sin “whose coming is after the
working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders.”
II Thess. 2:9. Many of the things done today that appear miracu-
lous are mere conterfeits of the genuine miracles performed
only in the first century.

The healing done in modern healing revivals is mental
healing. Many diseases are mental and these can be cured
through suggestion. But no organic disease was ever cured in
these revivals. No faith healer ever restored a lost limb, or
healed a broken bone. If the Lord still heals miraculously He
would do that kind of healing today.

Friends, Christ healed the sick and raised the dead to prove
His divine Sonship and His power. One day He will use that
same power to raise all the dead and to banish all illness and
human woe. While Christ was among men He raised an only
brother, an only daughter and a widow’s only son. He did that as
a guarantee that we shall be raised one day from the lonely hall
of death.

The gospel is the power of God, not to heal our physical
diseases, but to save our souls. The blood of Christ was shed,
not to heal our infirmities, but to cleanse us from all unright-
eousness.

In the gospel is revealed the will of Christ. He asks that you
believe in Him as the Son of God. He asks you to give up sin,
which is an enemy to your soul, and He asks that you be buried
with Him in baptism, that you may rise to walk a new life. Rom.
6:3, 4. Throughout the book of Acts the Lord gave us examples
of how to obey Him. We cannot make a mistake if we follow
these examples. The Jews on Pentecost, the Samaritans, the
people of Corinth, and all others heard God’s word, believed in
the only begotten Son of God, genuinely repented of their sins,
and were buried with Christ in baptism for the remission of past
sins. After coming into Christ, they continued as faithful
Christians. The Lord expects the same of every responsible
person on earth today. Friends, you will never know what joys
you are missing until you have the Lord on your side.

THE HERALD OF TRUTH—Box 1264—ABILENE, TEXAS
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