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James D. Willeford December 7, 1952 

In the first chapter of Acts we have Luke's statement regard­
ing the ascension of Christ into heaven, and His ultimate return. 
Luke said, "And when he had spoken these things, while they 
beheld, he was taken up, and a cloud received him out of their 
sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he 
went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; Which 
also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? This same Je·sus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go 
into heaven." The Lord himself promised His disciples, "if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am there ye may be also." John 
14:3. Nothing is more clearly taught in the Bible than the return 
of Christ. He is coming! 

Ever ·since Christ ascended to the right hand of the Father 
more than ·1900 years ago, men have been speculating about His 
second coming. A very popular theory among speculators has 
been the time of Christ's return. About a thousand years ago 
men began to predict that He would come in the year 1000. But 
the year 1000 came and passed and almost another thousand 
have pas·sed, and still Jesus has not come. In 1831 Wm. Miller 
made a solemn prediction that Christ would come in October of 
1844. When that date passed without Jesus returning, Mr. Miller 
hurriedly revised his figures and found he had made a mistake 
of one year, and so he set the following year, 1845. But that year 
came and Jesus did not make His appearance. 

Another would-be prophet of comparatively recent times, 
Mr. Russell, set the year 1914 as the time for Christ to come and 
usher in the millennium. (Studies in the Scriptures, Series 2, 
pp. 170 and 245.) 

Following Mr. Russell came Judge Rutherford, who said 
Christ would come in 1918. It is needles·s to tell you that all these 
men were mistaken. They were mistaken because no man knows 
when the Lord will return. Jesus said, "But of that day and that 
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father." Mark 13:32. 

A few years ago a gospel preacher named Warlick was 
traveling by train, and was reading his Bible a:s he traveled. 
A man entered the car, and began preaching to the passengers. 
He said Christ would return on a certain day of that year. Mr. 
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Warlick asked the man how he knew, and the reply was that 
he had received a "special revelation" from heaven, and in the 
revelation God had told him when Christ would . return. When 
Mr. Warlick heard this reply he doubled up his Bible and pitched 
it on the floor. The would-be prophet shamed him and asked why 
he thus desecrated the word of God. Mr. Warlick replied: "I 
have always had confidence in God's promises. The Lord said 
'no man knows' when He is coming, that the angels in heaven do 
not know, and that even Jesus Christ did not know; and if God 
has told you He has contradicted His word. Therefore, I have no 
more u·se for it." Of course, the preacher did not leave his Bible 
on the floor, but he picked it up and read to the man the 
passages which say that no man knows when Christ will return. 
(L. 0. Sanderson, Gospel Advocate, Oct. 1, 1942.) 

Though we do not !mow the time of Christ's return we can 
know from a carefui study of the scriptures what will take place 
when He returns. The events of that great day are clearly 
set forth in the New Testament. 

In the first place, when Jesus comes the second time there 
will be a general resurrection of all the dead. Both the righteous 
and the wicked will be raised. Paul declared that "There shall 
be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust." 
Acts 24:15. Jesus ·said, "Marvel not at this for the hour is 
coming, in which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
And shall come forth; they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation." John 5:28, 29. According to Christ, 
the r esurrection of the righteous and the unrighteous will occur 
at the same hour. We are stres·sing the point that all men will be 
raised at the same time for some deny this. They teach that 
there will be two literal resurrections. According to this theory 
the right eous dead will be raised at one time, and then after a 
thousand .years the wicked dead will be raised. But the Lord 
·says the righteous and the wicked will be raised at the same 
time. Christ said, "No man can come to me, except the Father 
which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the 
last day." John 6:44. Those who come to Christ will be raised 
at the last day. But Jesus taught that the wicked will be judged 
at' the last day. He said, "He that rejected me and receiveth not 
my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have 
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day." John 12:48. 
So the wicked will be judged on the last day, and of course, they · 
must be resurrected if they are to be judged. Yes, the wicked 
will be judged on the last day, the very day when the righteous 
will be judged. 

In the next place, when Jesus comes the second time, His 
reign as king will end. Jesus is now king, ruling over His king­
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dom, which is the church. Christ began His mediatorial reign 
over His kingdom on the first pentecost after His resurrection, 
and He will reign until He comes again. Paul says "Then cometh 
the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, 
even the F ather; when he shall have put down all rule and all 
authority and power. For he must reign till he hath put all 
enemies under his feet." I Cor. 15:24, 25. The apostle Peter said 
Christ was raised to sit on David's throne, and He has been on 
that throne since His resurrection. Acts 2: 30. Paul said God 
has placed Christ "Far above all principality, and power, and 
might, and domination , and every name that is named, not only 
in this world; but also in that which is to come: And hath put 
all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 
things to the church, Which is his body, the fullness of him that 
filleth all in all. Eph. 1: 21·23. Christ will never return to the 
earth to be king. The earth is His footstool, not His throne. 
He is king now, and when He returns He will deliver up the 

kingdom to His Father. 
Another purpose of Christ's coming is to judge the world. 

Paul said God "now coinmandeth all men everywhere to repent: 
Because he hath appointed a day in which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; 
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath 
raised him from the dead." Acts 17:30, 31. .John tells us that 
Christ will judge the righteous and the wicked on the same day, 
and Jesus Himself said, "Vvhen the Son of man shall come in 
his glory, and all the holy angels with him then shall he sit 
upon the throne of his glory: And before him shall be gathered 
all nations ; and he shall separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd di videth his sheep from the goats." Matt. 25: 31, 32. 
P eter said "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night; in which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and 
the works that are therein shall be burned up." II Peter 3:10. 
The last day will be the last one! On that great day of all days 
Christ will be our judge, and His word will be the standard by 
which He judges us. If we refuse to obey His will in this life He 
will be forced to say "Depart from me for I never knew you." 

May I suggest finally, that when Jesus comes the second 
time, every eye shall see Him. There will be no question about 
His coming. In the last book of the Bible the Lord says, "Behold, 
he cometh with the clouds; and every eye shall see him, and 
they that pierced him; and all the tribes of the earth shall 
mourn over him." Rev. 1:7. Jesus said, "For as the lightning 
cometh out of the east and shineth even unto the west; so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man be." Matt. 24:27. The angels 

Page 6 

·said as Christ ascended "This same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven." We have the promise of God, the 
promise of Christ Himself, and the promise of the Holy Spirit 
through the apostles, that Christ will return. My friend, if the 
Lord should come today, are you ready to meet Him in judg­
ment? If you knew that He would come today, would you not set 
your house in order without a moment's delay? Would you not 
prepare? Since we cannot know the day nor the hour of His 
coming, we should be ready at all times. 

The Lord has not left us in doubt what we must do in 
prepa ring to meet Him. Before we become Christians the Lord 
describes us as "being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers from the covenants of promi·se, having no hope, 
and without God in the world." Eph. 2:12. After we are brought 
nigh to God through the blood of Christ, and are reconciled unto 
God in the one body by the cross, we are "no more strangers 
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God." Eph. 2:19. If we can learn how to reach 
Christ's blood, and come into His body we will know the terms 
whereupon God will adopt us as His children. In Rom. 6:4 the 
Lord says we are baptized into Christ's death. Since His blood 
was shed in His death, then we reach His blood when we are 
baptized into His death. In the second chapter of Acts we learn 
how to get into Christ's spiritual body. Luke tells us that when 
the Jews on the day of Pentecost heard the gospel, it produced 
faith in Christ and they asked what to do. Peter commanded 
them to "repent and be baptized .for the remission of sins." Luke 
says "they that gladly received his word were baptized ... And 
the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved." 
Acts 2:41, 47. When these Israelites did what the Lord command­
ed they ceased to be aliens and they became fellow-citizens in 
the kingdom of God. To come into the Lord's kingdom they were 
born of water and the spirit. John 3 : 5. 

To become a naturalized citizen of the United States, an 
alien must learn our laws and ·study our Constitution; he must 
come to believe in our country; he must then renounce allegi­
ance to a ll foreign powers, and finally, he must be inducted 
into citizens'hip by a formal ceremony. For an alien sinner to 
become a naturalized citizen in God's kingdom he must hear the 
Gospel, believe in the Lord, renounce his allegiance to Satan, 
declare his faith in Chrh•t, and then be inducted by baptism into 
the Lord's kingdom. He is then an adopted ·son. 

One summer evening a little girl, walking with her father, 
was gazing up into the starry heavens. She made no comment, 
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but she seemed deeply fascinated. Finally, her father asked for 
her thoughts and she said, "If the bottom side of heaven is so 
beautiful, how wonderful the other ·side must be!" The apostle 
John described heaven as a city that lieth foursquare, where the 
gates are not shut by night, for there is no night there. He said 
that In that city "God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no. more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away." The Lord teaches that heaven will be given to 
those who are ready when Jesus returns. Christ said of His 
coming, "But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, 
not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father. Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when 
the time is." Mark 13: 32, 33. 

Why not obey your Lord today, for as the poet has well said, 

"The clock of life is wound but once, 
And no man has the power 

To tell just when the hands will stop, 
At late or early hour. 

Now is the only time you own; live, 
Love, work with a will; 

Place no faith in tomorrow, for-the 
Clock may then be still." 

THE HERALD OF TRUTH-Box 1264-ABILENE, TEXAS 
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