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James W. Nichols December 21, 1952 

A few days ago I was reminded by a business man that there 
is one passage of scripture that every man will believe. Even 
the strongest infidel will accept these words from the Holy Bible. 
"Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." There is no 
one so foolhardy as to declare that a man sowing a grain of 
wheat can or will expect to r eap grapes. We cast into the ground 
the fruits of the grain field and we shall again reap the grain. 
Though the grain may be dormant and appear dead, it will 
spring to life and bring forth green stalks of grain. 

Yet, the Word of God in stating this fact of God's creation 
carries it over into the actions of mankind. We find Paul speak­
ing those words quoted in Gal. 6:7-9. "Be not deceived; God is 
not mo_cked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap. For he that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap everlasting life. And let us not be weary in well doing: 
for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." 

I wish that everyone realized the full truth of that state­
ment. If we all would see it, we would have little need for 
spending billions in the prevention of crime each year. Men for 
centuries have tried to discredit this principle. They try to 
discount the reality of everlasting punishment in hell for the 
unrighteous. They want to believe that a man may sow seeds 
of unrighteousness and not reap the harvest of corruption. They 
want to believe that a man may live in rebellion to God and 
then receive from God the blessings of life everlasting. Yet, 
these same men and women know that when corn is planted, 
that corn will be gathered; and the word of God in these verses 
we have read tells us that the same principal is true in the 
spiritual realm. Therefore, in spite of the desire of an anxious 
heart to erase from my mind tJ:te possibility of being lost eternal­
ly, I cannot honestly do so. Show where the Bible fails and is 
inconsistent , and I will hurry to relieve my mind of the promise 
of punishment for wickedness, but 'Since the blows of the 
unlearned wise men have fallen harmlessly and the men passed 
on into the land of de!!:_th, I must believe that it is true. If there 
were not another passage in the Bible teaching that there is 
everlasting punishment for the unrighteous man, I would, if 
honest, have to accept it upon these words of Paul. 
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Still we do not need to wait until that day of judgment to 
behold the fulfillment of this law of sowing and reaping. Let 
us look at our own country and study this principle of return. 
Today America is sowing to the flesh as she has never sown 
before. Much of the seed sown has not been reaped, but we can 
see the results of that which has blossomed. America is sowing 
literally billions each year for a crop of drunkards. Moral decay 
is being produced in the taverns and bars of our country. So­
called society has suceeded, partially, in establishing the custom 
of drinking. While a few years ago it was considered very 
improper for a lady to be seen drinking in public it is now seen 
in every place of drink. Advertisement has done this. When we 
drive down the highway and see a picture of a nice appearing 
woman drinking intoxicating drinks, it creates in the mind of 
many the idea that it takes a drinker to be nice appearing. 

I wish it were possible for the decent people of America to 
erect beside each of those propaganda instruments signs just 
showing the figures spent each year on crimes caused by drunk. 
enness. The Lord shall not be lenient on these who debauch 
themselves in the deceiving arms of liquor. Hear the words of 
God: "Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such 
like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in 
time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God." Galatians 5:21. 

Americans are also sowing to the flesh in greed and can 
expect to reap coruption. There was a time when the spirit of 
this country was the spirit of a neighbor. But now we have 
grown apart in greed. Our desire for wealth and power has 
driven m any crazy. Our covetousness is as a cancer, for it will 
eat out our souls. If we could only turn our minds from the 
almighty dollar for one day, we would at least have one day of 
partial respect. We may think Utat theft or robbery comes when 
our homes are entered or we are held up with a gun, but my 
friends, theft has become popular. It has nearly come to the 
point that many men of business think they have to lie and 
deceive to be able to sell their products. Much of the modern 
advertising is just plain lying. In ah of our sowing of greed we 
can expect to reap a great harvest of corruption. 

One thing that has done more to bring our people down 
into the moral decay and condemnation is the laws of divorce 
or legal adultery. It may be popular with the lustful individual 
to establish these laws of legal adultery, but it is still unlawful in 
the sight of God. When divorces are granted because the husband 
doesn't like the tastes of his wife and the wife objects to the 
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husband dropping off to ·sleep in a chair, it indicates that our 
level of morality is dropping fast. When a man or woman 
divorces his mate for any other cause than adultery and marries 
another, they are adulterers. I know that such teaching is not 
popular, but popular o'r not it is the word of Christ. Hear him 
as He speaks in Matthew 5:32, "But I say unto you, That who­
·soever shall put away his wife saving for the cause of fornica­
tion, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry 
her that is divorced committeth adultery." Then hear the words 
of the Apostle Paul, "Now the works of the flesh are manifest, 
which are these adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lascivious­
ness." Galatian·s 5:19. And he goes on to say that such cannot 
enter the Kingdom of God. The youth of America need to be 
taught that once we are married that only death or fornication 
can break the marriage vow, but how can they learn it from 
drunken and adulterous parents? Christ said, "A man shall leave 
his father and mother and shall cleave to his wife: and the 
twain shall be one flesh. Wherefore they are no more twain, but 
one flesh. What therefore God hath joined, let no man put 
asunder." Matt. 19:5-6. 

We can see some of the crop·s of this sowing. We may travel 
through the halls and rooms of our hospitals and our jails and 
there see the harvest of the flesh. Yet, we may rest assured 
that the great harvest is yet to come in the day of judgment. 
Some men think that because they have fallen into condemnation 
here that they have e·scaped the consequences of their sowing. 
"There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth" when we are 
sent out to harvest our crops of fleshly lusts. 

Yet a man may be good morally and yet sow seeds to corrup­
tion by his rejection of the Gospel of Christ. Christ said in John 
3:18, "He that believeth on him is not judged: he that believeth 
not hath been judged already, because he hath not believed on 
the name of the only begotten Son of God." And again in the 
36th verse, "He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life; but 
he that obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God abideth on him." Just because a man leads a good moral 
life, does not mean that he stands justified in the sight of God. If 
he has not obeyed the gospel, he is not a child of God nor in the 
house of God, and Peter gives us warning in no uncertain terms 
in I Peter 4:17-18, "For the time is come for judgment to begin 
at the house of God: and if it begins first at us, what shall be 
the end of them that obey not the gospel of God? And if the 
righteous is scarcely saved, where shall the ungodly a nd sinner 
appea~?" The morally good man who stands without having 
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obeyed the gospel before the throne of judgment will be con­
demned just the same as the murderer, the drunkard or the 
adulterer. Their part shall be in the lake that burneth with fire 
and brimstone. 

But let us turn from this ugly sowing and reaping and behold 
the beautiful promises that come through our sowing to the 
Spirit. While the seed of flesh will bring corruption, the seed of 
the Spirit will bring everlasting life. 

I wish that words could really express the true glory of that 
everlasting home. If we could only realize the great hope that 
is to be found in heaven, we would have little desire to work the 
works of the flesh. Oh! to walk on those streets of gold and to 
eat of the fruit of the tree of everlasting life! We could walk 
endlessly among a people who had no sorrows nor cares. There 
would be no tears or heartaches, but all will be peace and joy 
and love. We could walk and talk with Abraham, Moses, David, 
John, Peter, Paul and a ll the saints of ages past and the millions 
yet to be born. But above all we could see and fully know our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. W e can hear God unfold the mysteries of 
the ages and we can all lift our voices in everlasting praise. 

We'll walk with our elder brother, Jesus, and bask in the 
eternal sunlight of God's love. All of this and more too comes 
through our sowing the works of the Spirit. Remember that 
whether we sow the Spirit or the flesh that we, shall surel,y reap 
a like harvest. We can never escape that law of return. 

When we consider the fruits of the Spirit from which all ' 
of these blessings will spring, how can we, under any circum­
stances, be willing to sow the seeds of the flesh. Paul says in 
the Galatian letter 6:22-23, "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentlenes·s, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance; against such there is no law." The fruits of the . 
flesh, however, are against all the laws of decency and morality. 
The great philosophers advocate that we follow, for even our 
own material good, these principles which Paul calls the fruit 
of the Spirit. While the laws of our land have been established 
regardless of our religious beliefs for the good of the land a nd 
its peoples, we find they prohibit those acts which Paul lists 
as the fruit of the flesh. Now if m en, some of whom claim no 
religious belief at all, insist that if we sow to these fleshly 
desires we shall reap corruption from the flesh, how much 
greater will be the corruption and destruction that we shall 
reap in that last day of judgment. There is no law against peace 
and love and joy and longsuffering, but the laws of the land are 
established that these principles might be upheld and developed. 
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For that reason, if there were no other reason, we should seek, 
as law-abiding citizens, to sow according to these good works. 

Hosea exhorts, ' 'Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in 
mercy, break up your iallow ground; for it is time to seek the 
Lord, till he come and rain righteousness upon you. Ye have 
plowed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity; ye have eaten the 
fruit of lies; because thou didst trust in thy way, in the multi­
tude of thy mighty men." Hosea 10:12-13. 

Until the world wakes up to the principle "that whatsoever 
a man soweth that shall he also reap," we shall reap through 
their ignorance and willful sinning, grief and sorrow and de'S­
truction. As long as parents will cast aside the errors of their 
children by saying, "all must sow their wild oats," the peoples 
of the earth shall suffer from that sowing. Perhap·s Hosea 
understood a little bit more than others what it meant to sow 
and to reap for he said in the 8th Chapter and the 7th verse, 
"For they have sown the wind and they shall reap the whirl­
wind." America has sown the winds of greed and adultery and 
drunkennes and we have only begun to reap the whirlwind of 
judgment. The Lord calls for you to obey him today by believing 
in him, repenting of every sin, confessing the name of Christ be­
fore your fellow man and then completing the act of adoption by 
being buried with your Lord in baptism that ye might stand 
justified as a child of God. Paul said in Gal. 3:26-27, "For ye are 
all son§ of God, through faith, in Christ Jesus. For as many of 
you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ." 

My friends, won't you realize that it is futile to aow the 
seeds of sin and expect to reap the grains of blessings. It is only 
reasonable and logical, even as our material understanding is 
concerned, to desire those things of the spirit, and yet going 
beyond this we have the promise of everlasting life in Christ 
Jesus. Won't you, through obedience today, empty1 your life of 
those works of the flesh and. fill it with those fruits of the 
spirit and unto you ·shall God add all the blessings of life ever­
lasting. Won't you just walk with the Lord: trust Him and obey 
Him? Our prayer is that you will today. 

THE HERALD OF TRUTH-Box 1264-ABILENE, TEXAS 
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