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Year End Report

As we finish the calendar year as well as eleven months of
broadcasting we feel that it is only proper to look over the way
we have traveled and note some of the things that have been
done.

Since the first broadcast over the ABC network of Feb. 10,
1952 forty seven sermons have been delivered. The listening
audience is now estimated to approximate three million people
weekly. It seems that in passing Wwe might give this a little
closer study. Three million people. One thousand times three
thousand. Over twice as many people as estimated to be members
of the Lord’s church as enrolled on current church rolls.

During these months we have received about 35,000 letters
of all kinds. Sermon requests, scriptural questions, requests
for location of congregations at home and abroad, requests for
the broadcast to. be placed on local stations as well as letters
of congratulations and criticism.

We have tried to answer every request for sermons but
some have been for such number that we have been forced to
turn down the request for lack of funds for such use.

Every question, suggestion and criticism of the construction
and administration of this effort is given full consideration and
valued highly by the elders at Highland. Changes have been
made from time to time and no doubt shall continue to be made
in an effort to present the gospel of Christ in it’s purity and
simplicity.

The beginning of December found us approaching the period
that the deficit was to overtake us. We are grateful to God for
the wonderful way in which congregations and individuals
responded to the need so that the year has been finished with
all bills paid and some balance on hand. To all we say thanks for
your every prayer on our behalf as well as your financial
assistance.

We are now in the midst of preparing for 1953. At this
writing we have no doubt that we can continue at least on the
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same scale as the past year. The January Report will advise
more definitely.

In closing we should like to leave you with this thought.
One cent contributed toward the broadcast will preach the
gospel in sermon and song for thirty minutes to five people.
One dollar to five hundred people for the same time. And best
of all these for the most part are people who have heard little
or nothing of the Church and it’s teaching as it was founded and
taught in the days of the Aposties.

‘When we ccnsider the teeming millions who have never
known the truth, the cost of taking them the gospel, and then
think of the numerous ways in which we spend our money for
our own desires we wonder what could really be accomplished
in preaching the Word from the puipit, radio and printed page
if we all actually sacrificed to get the job done.

THANKS FOR TRACTS

From time to time during this year we have received
donations for tracts from both individuals and congregations.
We are using these tracts to answer scriptural questions both
of a general and specific nature,

Besides these gifts we have received a number of donations
in money that has been given specifically to buy tracts and to
help pay for the printing of the sermons each week. For each
and every one of these we are truly thankful and assure you
that gifts of tracts or money will only be used according to the
wishes of the donor.
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In This Month’s Mail

Sunbury, Pa.
Dear Brethren,

Enclosed is a check for dollars for the Herald of
Truth program. Ths is a personal subscription of a faithful few
here, and we have pledged to send at least this small amount
each month. The church here is weak and poor and, as yet,

. is . not self-supporting, but we feel that we should do all we can

to help in the great work you are doing.

I am new in the work, and I appreciate the more the power
of the Herald of Truth in this great mission field. I had the
privilege to hear Brother Nichols in Philadelphia, and it is
encouraging and inspiring to know first hand the problems and
possibilities. I have been following up the Contact Memoranda
you send here and to Wilkes-Barre. It is a heartening experience
—there are some definite prospects for gospel obedience among
them. One lady, a Methodist, happened to be reading a copy
of a Herald of Truth sermon, comparing it with her Bible, when
I knocked at the door. She told me that hearing the Herald of
Truth started her studying the Bible for herself, and that the
more she studies the more dissatisfied with Methodism she
becomes. She lives in the Wilkes-Barre area, as dc most of the
contacts I have seen. Thus far, I have only been able to get away
from my work here to make the one contact, but we are
planning further follow-up work, and the program aired over
our local station, which is now in the process of changing from
ABC to CBS. Of course, this change of networks will change the
picture somewhat. All the promotion material you could send
me would help, i. e., facts and figures on the audience appeal and
growth of the program, etc. I'll have to prove to this station
that it needs the program. It would be of immeasurable help in
preaching the gospel here. Most people in this area listen to
this station.

Please put me on your mailing list to receive a copy of your
monthly report.

With a sincere prayer of thanksgiving for the wonderful
work of the Herald of Truth, and with a petition that all of
our work will be diligent, our fruit a hundred-fold, and our
reward eternal, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,
(signed)

Malad City, Idaho

Gentlemen:
Your sermons come over ABC Ogden at 7:30 a.m. Sunday.
I would not miss them for all the treasure the Earth possesses.
It is what the world needs, whether they know it or not. “If
you love me you will keep my commandments.” I had not
realized the importance of this quotation to baptize until I
hear it in one of your sermons. It is evident that there are many
like me, giving heed to formality rather than to obedience, with
the knowledge we are buried with Him, our Lord, to henceforth
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live with Him and walk with Him on earth in Spirit. I am
extremely thankful to you people for this needed aid by radio.
“Go ye into all the world” being fulfilled in greater measure
by true and sincere disciples.
May I beg for your sermons 44 and 45? I shall thank you
sincerely if you kindly do so.
Yours sincerely,
(signed)

Carlsbad, New Mexico
Dear Brethren,

Enclosed you will find a check for $50.00 from Thayer Apt.
Church of Christ, our pledge for the month of November.

May- the program continue and prosper so that the Word
of God may reach more people. I know people who are listening
that would not come to one of our services. One lady in North
Carolina came to our services while visiting here. She was
interested, but there is not a church near her. She wrote,
however, that she’s getting the Herald of Truth program and I
feel in time will respond.

May God bless you in your efforts.

Yours Sincerely,
(signed)

New York, New York
Dear Brethren,

Recently I had a telephone conversation with a man who
had been listening to the radio program here as long as it has
been broadcast. He said that he never missed a program, even
though he is a member of the Evangelical Church. His name
and address is: ————,

Mr. ——— wants to get all of the sermons which have
been preached on the broadcasts. I hope it is possible for you
to send him these. If not, please send as many as you can.
He seems like a very interested contact, and I hope and pray
that we can help him find the truth.

Yours in Christ,
(Signed)

New York, New York
Dear Brethren,

I certainly enjoyed the talk Brother Nichols made at the
Manhattan Church of Christ last night. It was a revelation to
me that so little money is required to preach the gospel to so
many people for thirty minutes. If more people realized how
much good you are doing all over the country, I’'m sure you could
raise the needed $575,000 much faster.

The enclosed check for $10 isn’t much, but I know it will
help some toward your goal. Just remember that you are in our
prayers up here, and we ask that you pray for the Lord’s work
in this area as well.

May God bless all your efforts in spreading the truth to
all people.

Sincerely,
(signed)
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Phoenix, Arizona
Gentlemen:

You may recall the flood of mail from the Phoenix area a
few months ago which finally resulted in our present schedule
with KOY.

The writer sent stamped envelopes to fifteen valley churches
with a view to getting such a desirable hour.

On October 19, — and I started a work in Sunnyslope,
ten miles north of Phoenix in cooperation with brethren of that
area. We found the Herald of Truth program to be of great
service to us in spreading the gospel.

A copy of our first bulletin is enclosed. Note that your radio
program is prominently displayed as it deserves.

‘We thought you would like to know how helpful the Herald
of Truth program is to us.

In Christ
(signed)

Macomb, Illinois

Please send me a copy of the sermon which was presented
over the radio Sunday afternoon on November 16, 1952, “God’s
Words and Works Agree.”

Before I heard this very inspiring sermon, there was some
doubt in my mind about the validity of the Bible and Christianity,
but I know now that there will never be any doubt again as to
these facts.

I would appreciate it very much if you would send me a
copy of this talk which I would treasure very much.

Most Sincerely
(signed)

Laramie, Wyoming
Dear Brethren,

I just want to commend you for the good work you are doing
to help spread the borders of Christ’s kingdom in this part of the
world.

We have two new members who, we feel, first became
interested by hearing your program, and have just received
another notice from you about one who is interested and who
we will contact. She lives fifty miles from here.

Thought you might like to know these things that you might
know if your efforts avail anything or not. We do not have this
program over the local station as have not felt could carry the
load, but hope sometime in the future to do so. We must do
something about a building in the near future, and also a
preacher’s home, so have all we can carry at present.

You have listed as our preacher, but he has been
gone for two years, so please chamge it to in your
records. Thank you again and may your efforts be more fruitful
than ever as time passes by.

Sincerely yours,
(signed)
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The Return of Chniot

James D. Willeford December 7, 1952

In the first chapter of Acts we have Luke’s statement regard-
ing the ascension of Christ into heaven, and His ultimate return.
Luke said, “And when he had spoken these things, while they
beheld, he was taken up, and a cloud received him out of their
sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he
went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; Which
also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you inte
heaven shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go
into heaven.” The Lord himself promised His disciples, “if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive
you unto myself; that where I am there ye may be also.” John
14:3. Nothing is more clearly taught in the Bible than the return
of Christ. He is coming!

Ever since Christ ascended to the right hand of the Father
more than 1900 years ago, men have been speculating about His
second coming. A very popular theory among speculators has
been the time of Christ’s return. About a thousand years ago
men began to predict that He would come in the year 1000. But
the year 1000 came and passed and almost another thousand
have passed, and still Jesus has not come. In 1831 Wm. Miller
made a solemn prediction that Christ would come in October of
1844. When that date passed without Jesus returning, Mr. Miller
hurriedly revised his figures and found he had made a mistake
of one year, and so he set the following year, 1845. But that year
came and Jesus did not make His appearance.

Another would-be prophet of comparatively recent times,
Mr. Russell, set the year 1914 as the time for Christ to come and
usher in the millennium. (Studies in the Scriptures, Series 2,
pp. 170 and 245.)

Following Mr. Russell came Judge Rutherford, who said
Christ would come in 1918. It is needless to tell you that all these
men were mistaken. They were mistaken because no man knows
when the Lord will return. Jesus said, “But of that day and that
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven,
neither the Son, but the Father.” Mark 13:32.

A few years ago a gospel preacher named Warlick was
traveling by train, and was reading his Bible as he traveled.
A man entered the car, and began preaching to the passengers.
He said Christ would return on a certain day of that year. Mr.
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Warlick asked the man how he knew, and the reply was that
he had received a ‘“special revelation” from heaven, and in the
revelation God had told him when Christ would return. When
Mr. Warlick heard this reply he doubled up his Bible and pitched
it on the floor. The would-be prophet shamed him and asked why
he thus desecrated the word of God. Mr. Warlick replied: “I
have always had confidence in God’s promises. The Lord said
‘no man knows’ when He is coming, that the angels in heaven do
not know, and that even Jesus Christ did not know; and if God
has told you He has contradicted His word. Therefore, I have no
more use for it.,” Of course, the preacher did not leave his Bible
on the floor, but he picked it up and read to the man the
passages which say that no man knows when Christ will return.
(L. O. Sanderson, Gospel Advocate, Oct. 1, 1942.)

Though we do not know the time of Christ’s return we can
know from a careful study of the scriptures what will take place
when He returns. The events of that great day are clearly
set forth in the New Testament.

In the first place, when Jesus comes the second time there
will be a general resurrection of all the dead. Both the righteous
and the wicked will be raised. Paul declared that “There shall
be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.”
Acts 24:15. Jesus =said, ‘“Marvel not at this for the hour is
coming, in which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,
And shall come forth; they that have done evil, unto the
resurrection of damnation.” John 5:28, 29. According to Christ,
the resurrection of the righteous and the unrighteous will occur
at the same hour. We are stressing the point that all men will be
raised at the same time for some deny this. They teach that
there will be two literal resurrections. According to this theory
the righteous dead will be raised at one time, and then after a
thousand years the wicked dead will be raised. But the Lord
says the righteous and the wicked will be raised at the same
time. Christ said, “No man can come to me, except the Father
which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the
last day.” John 6:44. Those who come to Christ will be raised
at the last day. But Jesus taught that the wicked will be judged
at the last day. He said, “He that rejected me and receiveth not
my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.” John 12:48.
So the wicked will be judged on the last day, and of course, they
must be resurrected if they are to be judged. Yes, the wicked
will be judged on the last day, the very day when the righteous
will be judged.

In the next place, when Jesus comes the second time, His
reign as king will end. Jesus is now king, ruling over His king-
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dom, which is the church. Christ began His mediatorial reign
over His kingdom on the first pentecost after His resurrection,
and He will reign until He comes again. Paul says “Then cometh
the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God,
even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all
authority and power. For he must reign till he hath put all
enemies under his feet.” I Cor. 15:24, 25. The apostle Peter said
Christ was raised to sit on David’s throne, and He has been on
that throne since His resurrection. Acts 2:30. Paul said God
has placed Christ “Far above all principality, and power, and
might, and domination, and every name that is named, not only
in this world; but also in that which is to come: And hath put
all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all
things to the church, Which is his body, the fullness of him that
filleth all in all. Eph. 1:21-23. Christ will never return to the
earth to be king. The earth is His footstool, not His throne.
He is king now, and when He returns He will deliver up the
kingdom to His Father.

Another purpose of Christ’s coming is to judge the world.
Paul said God “now commandeth all men everywhere to repent:
Because he hath appointed a day in which he will judge the
world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained;
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath
raised him from the dead.” Acts 17:30, 31. John tells us that
Christ will judge the righteous and the wicked on the same day,
and Jesus Himself said, “When the Son of man shall come in
his glory, and all the holy angels with him then shall he sit
upon the throne of his glory: And before him shall be gathered
all nations; and he shall separate them one from another, as a
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats.” Matt. 25:31, 32.
Peter said “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the
night; in which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise,
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and
the works that are therein shall be burned up.” II Peter 3:10.
The last day will be the last one! On that great day of all days
Christ will be our judge, and His word will be the standard by
which He judges us. If we refuse to obey His will in this life He
will be forced to say “Depart from me for I never knew you.”

May I suggest finally, that when Jesus comes the second
time, every eye shall see Him. There will be no question about
His coming. In the last book of the Bible the Lord says, “Behold,
he cometh with the clouds; and every eye shall see him, and
they that pierced him; and all the tribes of the earth shall
mourn over him.” Rev. 1:7. Jesus said, “For as the lightning
cometh out of the east and shineth even unto the west; so shall
also the coming of the Son of man be.” Matt. 24:27. The angels
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said as Christ ascended “This same Jesus, which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven.” We have the promise of God, the
promise of Christ Himself, and the promise of the Holy Spirit
through the apostles, that Christ will return. My friend, if the
Lord should come today, are you ready to meet Him in judg-
ment? If you knew that He would come today, would you not set
your house in order without a moment’s delay? Would you not
prepare? Since we cannot know the day nor the hour of His
coming, we should be ready at all times.

The Lord has not left us in doubt what we must do in
preparing to meet Him. Before we become Christians the Lord
describes us as “being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel,
and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope,
and without God in the world.” Eph. 2:12. After we are brought
nigh to God through the blood of Christ, and are reconciled unto
God in the one body by the cross, we are ‘no more strangers
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the
household of God.” Eph. 2:19. If we can learn how to reach
Christ’s blood, and come into His body we will know the terms
whereupon God will adopt us as His children. In Rom. 6:4 the
Lord says we are baptized into Christ’s death. Since His blood
was shed in His death, then we reach His blood when we are
baptized into His death. In the second chapter of Acts we learn
how to get into Christ’s spiritual body. Luke tells us that when
the Jews on the day of Pentecost heard the gospel, it produced
faith in Christ and they asked what to do. Peter commanded
them to “repent and be baptized for the remission of sins.” Luke
says ‘“‘they that gladly received his word were baptized . .. And
the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”
Acts 2:41, 47. When these Israelites did what the Lord command-
ed they ceased to be aliens and they became fellow-citizens in
the kingdom of God. To come into the Lord’s kingdom they were
born of water and the spirit. John 3:5.

To become a naturalized citizen of the United States, an
alien must learn our laws and study our Constitution; he must
come to believe in our country; he must then renounce allegi-
ance to all foreign powers, and finally, he must be inducted
into citizenship by a formal ceremony. For an alien sinner to
become a naturalized citizen in God’s kingdom he must hear the
Gospel, believe in the Lord, renounce his allegiance to Satan,
declare his faith in Christ, and then be inducted by baptism into
the Lord’s kingdom. He is then an adopted son.

One summer evening a little girl, walking with her father,
was gazing up into the starry heavens. She made no comment,
Page 11
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but she seemed deeply fascinated. Finally, her father asked for
her thoughts and she said, “If the bottom side of heaven is so
beautiful, how wonderful the other side must be!” The apostle
John described heaven as a city that lieth foursquare, where the
gates are not shut by night, for there is no night there. He said
that in that city “God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes;
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away.” The Lord teaches that heaven will be given to
those who are ready when Jesus returns. Christ said of His
coming, “But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no,
not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the
Father. Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when
the time is.” Mark 13:32, 33.

Why not obey your Lord today, for as the poet has well said,

“The clock of life is wound but once,
And no man has the power

To tell just when the hands will stop,
At late or early hour.

Now is the only time you own; live,
Love, work with a will;

Place no faith in tomorrow, for—the
Clock may then be still.”
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Tthe Greatest Facth

James W. Nichols December 14, 1952

The Texas and Pacific railway has recently launched a
nation-wide advertising campaign entitled “Our Four Great
Faiths”. It is refreshing to know that such a large company as
the Texas and Pacific would be interested in directing the minds
of the American public to faith. Recently, while visiting with
my good friend, J. B. Shores, Director of Employee and Public
Relations for Texas and Pacific, I asked him the question, “Why
would a company such as yours be interested in advertising
faith?” He replied that the success of every business in America
depended upon the success of America, and the success of
America depended upon the strength of the faith of its people.
I was made to realize even deeper the helplessness of man.
With all the modern science, all the machines, our hapiness and
success depends upon a principle rather than a machine or a
chemical. It takes that intangible force of faith to make us
strong. The writer of Hebrews. in Hebrews 11:1, says, “Now
faith is assurance of things hoped for, a conviction of things
not seen.” It is this unseen force that makes men strong.

These four great faiths listed by the Texas and Pacific are:
Faith in God, Faith in ourselves, Faith in our fellow-man, and
Faith in freedom. These are things that have made our nation
strong. It was that faith in freedom that spurred our ancestors
across the oceans and across the mountains and plains. Faith
that freedom was possible. Faith in freedom alone did not and
could not accomplish it, but it took faith in themselves that
they were, by the grace of God, able to accomplish the task.
Then faith in their fellow-man cannot be overlooked. Our pioneer
fathers trusted one another. They were concerned for one
another, and were willing to do all possible to help a neighbor,
for he could be trusted.

But underlying all of these faiths is that faith in God. It was
interesting to learn that when Texas and Pacific were preparing
the ads that would cost approximately $200,000 and be carried in
many of the magazines and newspapers of the nation, they
insisted that faith in God be the first in that list of four great
faiths. Of the six ads that were prepared, three of them deal
exclusively with faith in God.

As I glanced over these ads, I was made to ask again and
Page 13
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again, what does faith in God really mean? I know first of all
that it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto God without it,
for the inspired writer of Hebrews said in Hebrews 11:6, “and
without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him.” So
much the more, then, for not only the people of America, but
the millions on the earth need to know what it means to have
faith in God.

We read a moment ago where the Bible tells us that “faith
is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.” Then I must believe that there is life after death: “the
substance of things hoped for.” Christ said in John 14:1-2, “Let
not your heart be troubled: believe in God, believe also in me.
In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so,
I would have lold you; for I go to prepare a place for you.”
It is for those mansions in the sky that I hope. So to have faith
in God, I must have faith in the future, but I also must have
faith that God is the evidence of things not seen.

I do not know that God is, because I nver have seen Him,
heard Him, nor felt Him; but I have seen and have felt and have
heard the evidence of God in the rain, the thunder, the grass,
the flowers; and even life itself is startling evidence of God’s
existence and His power; but by far the greatest evidence of
God, His power and His wisdom, is the Bible, His word and
revelation. That is what Paul is speaking about in Romans 10
when he says, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God.”

If I believe in God, I will also believe in His Son, for tha
writer of Hebrews said in Hebrews 1:1-2, “God, having of old
time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets by divers portions
and in divers manners, hath at the end of these days spoken unto
us in His Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through
whom also he made the worlds.” Faith in God and Christ does
not come as a miraculous gift. It is not something to be prayed
for, but something to be cultivated by reading and examining
the evidence in God’s word, the Bible. That is what Paul is
talking about in Romans 10:17, “So faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God.

But this faith, once we have developed it with all of its
beauty and all of its power, is not able by itself to accomplish
the task desired. It is fruitful only as it motivates men and
women to action. Our pioneer fathers would not have gone very
far had they only believed in freedom. It took their willingness
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to put that faith into action, to live and even die for that
freedom. It took them long hours of study and writing to
prepare the documents of freedom that established our heritage.
It was that faith in themselves when possessed to the point of
action that gave them confidence and faith that they could
accomplish a job and then put into action by accomplishing
it. Then faith in their fellow man alone would have been void.
For that feeling of mutual confidence that is so vital to fellow-
ship and partnership would not have been accomplished if it
had not been for the deeds of kindness that established the
confidence.

So it is with the word of God. Faith in God is void unless it
motivates us to obey his will. The 11th chapter of Hebrews lists
those great heroes of faith of the Old Covenant; Abel, Noah,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and many others, but in every instance
in that chapter, the scripture tells us how their faith was
manifested and perfected by the acts of obedience. “By faith
Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice—by faith Noah
prepared an ark to the saving of his house—by faith Abraham
offered up his son Isaac—by faith Jacob blessed both the sons
of Joseph.” That is what James is talking about in James 2:21-24
when he said “Was not Abraham our father justified by works,
in that he offered up Isaac his son upon the altar? Thou seest
that faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith
made perfect; and the scripture was fulfilled which saith, And
Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned unto him for
righteousness; and he was called the friend of God. Ye see that
by works a man is ;iustified, and not only by faith.” And in the
17th verse of that same chapter, “Even so faithful, if it have
not works, is dead in itself.” And again in the 26th verse, “For
as the body apart from the spirit is dead, even so faith apart
from works is dead.” God does not accept an imperfect faith,
and the only way that faith is made perfect is by the works of
our obedience.

But someone says, preacher, Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:8-10,
“for by grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves, it is the_ gift of God: not of works, that no man
should glory. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God afore prepared that we should
walk in them.” I believe it with all of my heart. “God so loved
the world that he gave his only begotten son,” and “While we
were yet sinners Christ died for us.” We have never done any-
thing or said anything to merit such wondrous love. Yet he sends

Page 15

3Co-;



blessings upon us that we have not earned. Not only have we
never said or done anything to merit such love, but we will
never be able to merit salvation. It is through faith that we
approach the throne of God’s love. Perfected faith made so by
works, not meritorious works of righteousness, but merely works
of acceptance, acts of obedience.

Suppose that I should go to a man’s home today. He had
never seen me before, nor heard of me. I go into his living
room. He sits on cne side of the room, and I sit on the other.
Then I unfold to him my pians to give him a million dollars.
He has never done anything to earn nor merit my gift, nor will
ne be able to do so. I pull out of my pocket a check and I ask
him to come and get it. He riges from his chair, and pErhaps a
little bit frightened, steps across the room, stretches forth a
shaky hand, and takes the check. He believed that I would give
it to him, or he would have never come to me. He made that
faith perfect by works: by his rising, by his walking, by his
stretching forth his hand. Yet there is not a man in the audience
today that would suggest that he merited that gift.

When Christ beseeches us to come to him in obedience, he
does not expect us to merit that salvation. When he commands
us to repent of our sins, confess his name before man, and be
baptized, he is only asking us to perfect our faith in him by
stretching forth our hands to receive the grace of God. Faith in
God perfected by obedience will not only save our souls, but 1
believe with all my heart that it can save our civilization. I would
to God that every person in this audience today could honestly
say that 1 have believed in God and have obeyed his will. I
believe with all my heart that the destiny of our nation depends
upon calling our people back to this faith, this perfect faith in
God, and above all, the destiny of every man and woman alive
depends upon their perfect faith to God, our Creator. Will you
not, my friends, become by obedience one of the hundreds of
thousands who are perfecting their faith in God by obedience?
By so doing we can save not only our nation, not only the nation
for our children and our children’s children but our souls, and by
directing our souls and saving our souls through perfect faith
we can lead our children and our children’s children into ever-
lasting joy through their faith made perfect. Will you not obey
the Lord today? This is our prayer for you.
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Sowing and Reaping
James W. Nichols December 21, 1952

A few days ago I was reminded by a business man that there
is one passage of scripture that every man will believe. Even
the strongest infidel will accept these words from the Holy Bible.
“Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” There is no
one so foolhardy as to declare that a man sowing a grain of
wheat can or will expect to reap grapes. We cast into the ground
the fruits of the grain field and we shall again reap the grain.
Though the grain may be dormant and appear dead, it will
spring to life and bring forth green stalks of grain.

Yet, the Word of God in stating this fact of God’s creation
carries it over into the actions of mankind. We find Paul speak-
ing those words quoted in Gal. 6:7-9. “Be not deceived; God is
not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap. For he that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit

! reap everlasting life. And let us not be weary in well doing:

for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.”

I wish that everyone realized the full truth of that state-
ment. If we all would see it, we would have little need for
spending billions in the prevention of crime each year. Men for
centuries have tried to discredit this principle. They try to
discount the reality of everlasting punishment in hell for the
unrighteous. They want to believe that a man may sow seeds
of unrighteousness and not reap the harvest of corruption. They
want to believe that a man may live in rebellion to God and
then receive from God the blessings of life everlasting. Yet,
these same men .and women know that when corn is planted,
that corn will be gathered, and the word of God in these verses
we have read tells us that the same principal is true in the
spiritual realm. Therefore, in spite of the desire of an anxious
heart to erase from my mind the possibility of being lost eternal-
ly, I cannot honestly do so. Show where the Bible fails and is
inconsistent, and I will hurry to relieve my mind of the promise
of punishment for wickedness, but since the blows of the
unlearned wise men have fallen harmlessly and the men passed
on into the land of death, I must believe that it is true. If there
were not another passage in the Bible teaching that there is
everlasting punishment for the unrighteous man, I would, if
honest, have to accept it upon these words of Paul.
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Still we do not need to wait until that day of judgment to
behold the fulfillment of this law of sowing and reaping. Let
us look at our own country and study this principle of return.
Today America is sowing to the flesh as she has never sown
before. Much of the seed sown has not been reaped, but we can
see the results of that which has blossomed. America is sowing
literally billions each year for a crop of drunkards. Moral decay
is being produced in the taverns and bars of our country. So-
called society has suceeded, partially, in establishing the custom
of drinking. While a few years ago it was considered very
improper for a lady to be seen drinking in public it is now seen
in every place of drink. Advertisement has done this. When we
drive down the highway and see a picture of a nice appearing
woman drinking intoxicating drinks, it creates in the mind of
many the idea that it takes a drinker to be nice appearing.

I wish it were possible for the decent people of America to
erect beside each of those propaganda instruments signs just
showing the figures spent each year on crimes caused by drunk-
enness. The Lord shall not be lenient on these who debauch
themselves in the deceiving arms of liquor. Hear the words of
God: “Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such
like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in
time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the
kingdom of God.” Galatians 5:21.

Americans are also sowing to the flesh in greed and can
expect to reap coruption. There was a time when the spirit of
this country was the spirit of a neighbor. But now we have
grown apart in greed. Our desire for wealth and power has
driven many crazy. Our covetousness is as a cancer, for it will
eat out our souls. If we could only turn our minds from the
almighty dollar for one day, we would at least havé one day of
partial respect. We may think that theft or robbery comes when
our homes are entered or we are held up with a gun, but my
friends, theft has become popular. It has nearly come to the
point that many men of business think they have to lie and
deceive to be able to sell their products. Much of the modern
advertising is just plain lying. In all of our sowing of greed we
can expect to reap a great harvest of corruption.

One thing that has done more to bring our people down
into ’the moral decay and condemnation is the laws of divorce
or legal adultery. It may be popular with the lustful individual
to establish these laws of legal adultery, but it is still unlawful in
the sight of God. When divorces are granted because the husband
doesn’t like the tastes of his wife and the wife objects to the
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husband dropping off to sleep in a chair, it indicates that our
level of morality is dropping fast. When a man or woman
divorces his mate for any other cause than adultery and marries
another, they are adulterers. I know that such teaching is not
popular, but popular or not it is the word of Christ. Hear him
as He speaks in Matthew 5:32, “But I say unto you, That who-
soever shall put away his wife saving for the cause of fornica-
tion, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry
her that is divorced committeth adultery.” Then hear the words
of the Apostle Paul, “Now the works of the flesh are manifest,
which are these adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lascivious-
ness.” Galatians 5:19. And he goes on to say that such cannot
enter the Kingdom of God. The youth of America need to be
taught that once we are married that only death or fornication
can break the marriage vow, but how can they learn it from
drunken and adulterous parents? Christ said, “A man shall leave
his father and mother and shall cleave to his wife: and the
twain shall be one flesh. Wherefore they are no more twain, but
one flesh. What therefore God hath joined, let no man put
asunder.” Matt. 19:5-6.

We can see some of the crops of this sowing. We may travel
through the halls and rooms of our hospitals and our jails and
there see the harvest of the flesh. Yet, we may rest assured
that the great harvest is yet to come in the day of judgment.
Some men think that because they have fallen into condemnation
here that they have escaped the consequences of their sowing.
«There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” when we are
sent out to harvest our crops of fleshly lusts.

Yet a man may be good morally and yet sow seeds to corrup-
tion by his rejection of the Gospel of Christ. Christ said in John
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