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Leroy Garrett reports in the May issue of
Restoration Review that Donald McGavran,
Disciples minister and founder of World
Missions at Fuller Seminary, and his wife
Ruth have recently become members of the
Arcadia Church of Christ. Unusual for a
Disciples minister to be counted with a
congregation of the Church of Christ "but even more unusual ... the McGavrans
are now members of three churches, which
is a part of their lifetim e witness to the unity
of Christ's church, particularly those of the
Restoration tradition. That is something to
think about. Suppose a lot of us belonged to
all three of the main groups of our
movement, and rotated our fellowship from
the Disciples to the Christian Church to the
Church of Christ." .....................
.
In one of George Will's columns there
appears this interesting bit of "religious"
news: "When a judge who issued a ruling
against Father Divine's church soon died of
a heart attack, Father Divine said: 'I hated
to do it.' " Incidentally, if you need an
inexpensive place to stay in Philadelphia,
nightly accommodations are available at
Divine Tracy Hotel if you are willing to
abide by their strict rule s, e.g., women have
to wear dresses ..........
............
.
That the major drug among college
students is alcohol and that it is a major
problem on campuses
has been the
conclusion of study after study in recent
years. It is believed that over 90% of hazing
deaths are alcohol-related. Among young
people between the ages of 18 and 24, the
leading cause of death is traffic accidents,
more than half of which result from driving
while drunk.
A recent survey by the Chronicle of
Higher Education found that about 75% of
college students drink. (Other studies
suggest that the figure is closer to 90 % .)
Interestingly, church-related
institutions
rank second only to public four-year
institutions in the percentage of excessive
drinkers and only one-tenth of a percent
lower than private liberal-arts colleges in
social drinking.
As it has become evident that the growing
use of alcohol is the cause of property
damage on campus, behavior and academic
problems, and deterioration of campus life,
administrators and student groups have
instituted
educational
and prevention
programs, have set stricter guidelines for
campus social events, and now offer
alternate beverages and life-style s .......
.
Having used all the right props and
proper inflections in her voice, the Sunday
school teacher thought she had done a fine
job of teaching the story of David and
Goliath to her young charges. At the end of
the lesson, she asked the class what they
had learned from the story. One little boy
waved his hand wildly and said with great
excitement, "Boy, I learned never to go
anyplace without my slingshot." ........
.

"TO
EXPLORE THOROUGHLY
THE SCRIPTURES AND
THE IR
MEANING ...
TO UNDERSTAND AS FULLY AS POSSIBLE THE
WORLD IN WHICH THE CHURCH LIVES AND HAS HER MISSION
... TO PROVIDE A VEHICLE FOR COMMUNICATING
THE MEANING
OF COD'S WORD TO OUR CONTEMPORARY WORLD."
- EDITORIAL POLICY STATEMENT, JULY, 7967
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THECONGREGATION
AND THEMINISTER:
A RELATIONSHIP

In ThisIssue. ..
There is no intePt in this issue to discuss the thorny problem ot whether there should be
a "located"
minister, d professiondl predcher, d trdined c.lergyman. Whatever its
theo logical or practical merits, moc;t churches in the Restoration circles do have trained
and "official" mini<;ters. The question is how we cdn work together to be a functioning,
loving, caring, serving community of faith where each member is a minister, d priest, a
servant and where the pdid minister, rather thdn being the duthority figure, is an enabler
and evoker of gifts and ministries, a c;ervdnt of his God, and his congregation.
Here are voice<;from tne pew. Too ofter. those who sit in the pews have no voice, for the
minister is sometimes too insecure to listen to '11sparishioners or he thinks he knows better
than they what they need.
But here too are voices from the pulpit, expressing hopes, ideals, broken dreams,
trustrat•on, d1silluc;ionment. Some open their hearts to "tell it like 1tis."
Let us listen to each contront it it we must, dsk forgiveness, pray to be true communities
of faith, understanding and accepting each other in the love of Jesus.
The Editor

"Willingly or not, the preacher presents himself,
body and soul, on the altar of the word, to be
sacrified that in his own suffering he will know the
truth, not only about himself but about God's
word.
-Steven Spidell
"How can a man pursue and preach truth while
judgmental brethren with orthodoxy tests exercise
a high degree of control over his life?"
-Wesley Reagan
"I wasn't aware of sermons in those early years,
and I really didn't know much about sin either; but
when the young minister sang 'I was sinking deep
in sin .... Love lifted me,' I knew great joy. It was
a message worthy of a lifetime of consideration.
-Wilma Buckner
"Sermons should change things."

-Roy Osborne

"I would like to see more sharing of the human
experiences of life from the pew and less preaching
from the pulpit ."
-Wilma Holland
"Within my fellowship I have found not only that
unspeakable gift of Christian Community but also a
theological concomitant that nourishes individual
spiritual growth and responds to personal needs."
-Mary Lou Walden
"I am concerned about the complacency that
makes everyone feel that personal study is
unimportant and that the preacher can do the
studying, the interpreting, and the discovering of
truth for everyone."
- Roy Osborne
"What I want to accomplish as a minister is to
create a community of faith that is free enough to
nurture each other."
-Bruce Havens
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The Myth
Of Preaching

No matter how good his language skills may be, no matter how acute his
understanding of the cultural, historical, sociological, psychological,
economic, and theological contexts may be, no matter how many
commentaries he may consult to insure objectivity, the preacher cannot
probe the text apart from the probing of his own sou/.
By STEVENSPIDELL
ne of th e myth s of preach ing is that th e preac h0
er deliv ers, in an obj ectiv e way , biblic al truth .
Mu c h as a scienti st, he takes a neutr al, observ ing
mod e as he studi es a text. The meanin g of the
passage at hand is th en un co vered and int erpre ted
fo r his heare rs.
Impli c it in th is und erstandin g is the assumpt ion
that the preacher preaches Cod's word, not his own .
Worshipers are in ch urch, after al l, not to hear
hum an discourse, or about texts tainted by hu man
biases and pe rspectives. We expect the preacher to
keep him self out of the way of the biblical message
in order to transmit it as cleanly and as faithfu lly as
possib le,
There is o nly one prob lem here. It cann ot be
done. It is quite im possib le for a preacher to step out
of his own skin whil e studyin g th e text. The
preac her is not a surgeo n pee lin g back layers of flesh
in order to get to the place where he must work. No
matter how good his language skills may be, no
Steven Spide ll is minister for the Chur ch of Christ in Wilmette, Illinois,
and has recently been accepted for training at the Center for Religion and
Psychotherapy in Chicago .
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matte r how acute his und erstandin g of the cultur al,
histori cal, sociolo gical, psychologi ca l, eco nomi c,
and theo log ical co ntexts may be, no matter how
many co mm entaries he may co nsult to insure
obj ect ivity , the preacher cannot probe the text apart
from t he prob ing of his ow n soul.
This is the case because of the kind of trut h wh ic h
indwells Script ure. It is least of all an object ive,
propos it iona l, externa lly ver ifiable piece of data. It is
a living truth which m ust first of all impact upon the
preacher's life. And as t he preac her permits him self
to be held in the grasp of his truth, he wi ll be ab le to
perceive that truth o nly through its impact upon
him. Therefore, in a very real and extreme ly
disturbing way, the preacher never preac hes the text
itself but on ly his understanding and his exper ience
of that text. I submit for your co nsideratio n that what
we hear in sermons is primarily the report ing of the
preacher's own projections of himself into the text
and the result of the interaction of preac her and
trut h.
In all seriousness, this reveals the pain of
preach ing. For in the preparation of the sermon, the
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preacher is about the awful work of probing himself
and being probed. His own life, his fears, his
experiences, his failures, his sins, his hopes, his
dreams, his doubts are continually being assaulted.
The most secret parts of himself, aspects of which he
may not even be aware (or if he is, would rather
ignore) are caught in the searing, scorching laser of
God's word. He is racked and twisted, pummeled
and hacked by the truth he seeks to discover. The
very truth he wants to know is the very truth which
wrecks such havoc on his very own soul.
The cost is incredibly high. For the preacher to do
his task well, he must be laid open by the truth of
Scripture. If there is a kind of surgery going on, it is
the layers of the preacher's own soul that are being
laid open. The preacher standing in his pulpit may
seem the paragon of piety and virtue, strength and
objectivity, dispassionate, yet enflamed by his love
of the truth. But more accurately he is a survivor
and sometimes just barely - of a great battle, a
conflict made all the more costly because it has been
fought out entirely inside himself. In the pulpit he is
but a messenger from the battleground, bringing the
news of its outcome to others. At best, the battle is
like Therrnopylae. Sometimes, it is more like the Alamo.
The preacher cannot keep himself out of the text
even if that were possible. Much less can he keep
the text out of him. Does the text speak of prayer?
Then what has the preacher known of prayer in
hospital rooms, in his counseling office, in those
darkest hours of the night as he reached out to God?
Does the text speak of sin? Then what awarenesses
does the preacher have of the terrible and bloody
ways he has hurt others, cheated and lied, forsaken
the paths of the Lord? Does the text speak of grace?
Then what does the preacher know of those
moments of the presence and comfort of God's
Spirit, the bliss of forgiveness, the power of love?
There is no place to hide. Willingly or not, the
preacher presents himself, body and soul, on the
altar of the word, to be sacrificed that in his own
suffering he will know the truth, not only about
himself but about God's word. Week after week,
month after month, year after year, he returns again
and again to endure the terrible mercy of the God he
dares to speak about. And when he rises to speak,
and by God's grace speaks the truth, he conveys that
truth to others in the way he can. He offers himself
to his listeners as the bloodied witness of that truth.
He speaks truth, but he speaks only the truth he has
known, that he has lived, that he has experienced.
Here unfolds the true myth of preaching. The
preacher speaks the truth, though it be only his
truth. But precisely because it is his truth, it is as well
God's truth. Myth is that form of discourse which
contains the Eternal in the temporal, the Heavenly in

the earthly, life in the dying. Thus God's word can
be transmitted only through the human discourse of
human experience, namely the preacher's own.
Great preaching necessarily participates in this
myth, because this is the only way the truth may be
told.
Those who object that they only want to hear
God's word and let the preacher stay out of the way
miss this point. Were the preacher to attempt such a
feat, he would be unfaithful to the truth that has
claimed his life and fraudulent in his sermons. A man
who claims to preach God's word as it is in itself
without human participation is either demonic, in
that he presumes to perceive the divine directly, or a
liar, in that he uses the text to speak his own
unchastened words, empty of truth, from a self
which has never encountered any truth but its own.
Any tradition which stakes its preaching on the
dehumanized passing on of God's truth has sown
the seeds of its own destruction. It refuses to accept
the myth of preaching; it refuses to acknowledge
that God's truth may be shared only by people who
have brought themselves sincerely to that truth and
do not just pretend to love it, but are willing to pay
the price to share what that truth has done to their
own lives. To prevent this from happening is to cut
oneself off from the very truth that one seeks to
know.
It should not be at all surprising then that the early
church was grounded on the testimony of the
Apostles, those men who had been with Jesus. For
only those who had seen him, heard him, loved

In the preparation of the sermon, the
preacher is about the awful work of
probing himself and being probed. His
own life, his fears, his experiences, his
failures, his sins, his hopes, his dreams, his
doubts are continually being assaulted.
him, and been loved by him could speak the truth of
what they knew, of what they had experienced. And
though today we peruse and exegete a written record
of our Lord, the truth may still be transmitted only by
those who have been with the Lord.
Though, at first, this perspective may have
sounded outrageous to you, I suggest that in your
own experience you have known exactly what I am
talking about. If you recall a sermon that really took
hold of your heart and mind, then two events met in
happy confluence. You sensed that in the person of
the preacher was a man who had faithfully given
himself into the hands of the truth he sought to
proclaim and carried the scars of it. Secondly, you
discovered in your very own life the truth he spoke
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of and knew the depth and challenge and power of
the truth which now was claiming your life as well.
You experienced the myth of preaching; you
experienced what the proclamation of the Gospel
truly is.
If our tradition today lacks for great preaching, it is
because we have lost touch with the myth in
precisely the same, though negatively experienced,

ways. We lack for men who are willing to sacrifice
themselves to the truth, men who do not just
pretend to love that truth and speak out of
shallowness of faith and dryness of spirit. And, we
lack for Christians who are willing also that that truth
break into their own lives, burning them, cleansing
them, healing them, and transforming them.
-------·--·----·-·-----···-··-··-·--·--~·-MISSION

The Agony And f cstasy Of Preaching

Preaching has been for me a divine dilemma, an agony and ecstasy. When it is
good, it is life-giving, hope-bringing, wound-healing, and sinner-loving. When
it it is shoddy, it is nauseating.
By WESLEY C. REAGAN

three years out of the pulpit, with still
H eresuchI am,
deep feelings about preaching that I cannot
claim any objectivity. At times I feel severely critical
of churches for not nurturing and demanding
excellence in preaching. I have harsh feelings
toward preachers who are lazy, self-serving, and
controlled by political expediency. Then I hear a
sermon that indicates conscientious preparation,
heart involvement,
and thoughtfulness
about
people's needs ... or I see a message of hope and
healing come through at a funeral ...
or I see a
minister reaching out in love to a lonely or troubled
soul ... or I see the gospel bringing hope to one
who is struggling with guilt and fear. I think about
the cost of the emotional
involvement,
the
disciplines of preparation, and the commitment of
heart that brought the minister to the hour of
ministry; and my critical feelings dissolve into a
puddle of warm affection.
Preaching has been for me a divine dilemma, an
agony and ecstasy, When it is good, it is life-giving,
hope-bringing, wound-healing, and sinner-loving.
When it is shoddy, it is nauseating. Preaching allows
no middle ground, no mediocrity. If it is true to the
message and conscientiously done, it is good: If not,
Wesley C. Reagan is owner and operator of A & H Glass company, a
commercial and glazing and automatic glass company, headquartered in
Pasadena, Texas.
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1t 1satrocious. Bad preaching is not neutral. It
blight on humanity. It turns people away from
church, from the gospel, even from God.
Every calling in life has its frustrations
conflicts. Consider some of those which
experienced in preaching.

Institutionalism

is a
the
and
are

Versus Spirit of Sacrifice

One is the tension between trying to build and
sustain an institution while preaching and practicing
a spirit of laying down one's life for others. Preachers
are typically evaluated by their institution-building
capabilities.
"We
have gained two hundred
members since Brother Brown came here."
"Sunday School attendance has doubled in the two
years Brother Smith has been our minister." "Our
contributions are $1000 a week more than they
were last year at this time." "No, I don't think you
would be happy with Brother Jones as your minister.
The last Church he served shrank to half its size
while he was there."
In spite of frequent disclaimers, there is a general
view that the church must be institutionally
successful. Such a perspective is in conflict with the
idea of the church as the body of Christ. Since Christ
came, not to be successful, but to lay down his life
for others, the church should be laying down its life
for others. How is this to be done while worrying
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about paying mortgages, paving parking lots,
planning expansion, and otherwise promoting
institutional success - while, at the same time,
denying institutional self-interest?

Contemplation versus Activity
Another
tension
is between
the
life of
contemplation and the life of activity. From the
standpoint of content, the best preaching should
come from a life which is rich in quietness, study,
and prayer. The minister needs to be wrestling with
hard questions of what the biblical message says to
the biases and distortions of our age. Gethsemanetype conflicts between self-interest and commitment
must be resolved with clear heads. The disciplines of
reading and writing must be pursued in an
atmosphere that is sheltered from distraction.
Always in battle against adequate contemplation
are the telephone
calls, the meetings, the
administrative
duties, the hospital visits, the
emergencies, and the counseling. Any perceptive
minister could easily fill all his time and more with
either activity or contemplation. However, the two
cannot survive separately. The contemplator does
not contemplate adequately unless he is deeply
involved in the lives of people. The activist does not
have an adequate grasp of the biblical message
unless he is also a student. Even the most
conscientious minister must live in a compromise
between the unreachable needs of excellence in
scholarship and excellence in ministering activity.

Material Needs Versus Spiritual Needs
In addition, there is the tension of being a fund
raiser while professing a gospel that urges us not to
give thought to how material needs are to be met.
Most churches have heavy monetary needs. Most
churches rely heavily on their minister to solicit the
funds necessary to meet these needs.
While the minister is serving the spiritual needs of
his people, he must be concerned about raising from
those people enough money to meet expenses of

The best preaching should come from a
life which is rich in quietness, study, and
prayer.
the church. He must even raise the money with
which his own salary will be paid. It is difficult to
teach the joy and virtue of giving when one has a
vested interest.

Church Demands Versus Private Life
Further there is the tension between the responsibilities inherent in the minister's role and other
aspects of his life. For example, a minister may

perform thirteen Saturday night weddings a year.
This involves thirteen Friday night rehearsals. This
activity alone consumes one-fourth
of all his
weekend evenings. Every such weekend is followed
by a Sunday which is packed with responsibility,
emotion, and a heavy demand on mental and
psychic energy.
I am now in private business. I do not see much
difference in the amount of energy depletion in an
ordinary day's work whether in business or in the
ministry. However, there is a great difference now: I
do not have to do a day's work and then be "up" for
an evening class, wedding, or other activity. I do not
have to do a week's work and then be "up" for
heavy weekend responsibilities.

Financial Pressures and Morale Problems
Then there are the personal financial pressures. I
was fortunate to work with churches which were
more than ordinarily sensitive in this respect.
Nevertheless, when my two children were born and
for the first few years of their lives, I had no medical

f ven the most conscientious minister must
live in a compromise between unreachable
needs of excellence in scholarhship and
excellence in ministering activity.
or hospital insurance; and I preached for twenty-six
years with no provision for retirement.
This is not intended to imply a judgment against
churches. They also are in difficult positions when
their costs are inflated and their income bases
eroded by the economic struggles of their members.
Congregational autonomy makes it difficult for the
church to deal with this need as a business would.
However, just because this is a thorny problem for
churches does not diminish the need of the minster
and his family for this kind of protection.
Although
morale problems are older than
Jeremiah, they still have devastating power. One
who is sensitive enough to preach well will be
vulnerable to disappointments in church members,
elders, and fellow preachers. Pettiness and politics
can be anywhere, but they are particularly offensive
in church settings. How can a man pursue and
preach truth while judgmental
brethren with
orthodoxy tests exercise a high degree of control
over his life? Self-appointed keepers of orthodoxy
use blacklists as blackjacks. Many a conscientious
minister has found himself in a catch-22 situation.
He cannot be a minister of Christ if he plays the
games of church politics; he cannot survive in the
ministry if he does not.
Morale is often diminished
because church
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members who have the best concept of ministry are
sometimes most naive about the mundane context
in which ministry occurs. Church members who are
spiritually perceptive are often not keen on being
responsible parts of the church as an institution. By
default, then, the minister often works in an
institution whose plans, budgets, and programs are
designed and staffed by those who have inadequate
perceptions of ministry.
Why wou Id a bright, sensitive, conscientious,
committed, and hard-working person be a minister
when the tensions and frustrations are so great? The
question demands serious thought from the church.
It is vital that there be healthy climate in the church
for the development and maintenance of good
preaching.
Nurturing Good Preaching
Those who are going to listen to preaching for the
rest of their lives and who rely on preaching for
information, insight, reassurance, and motivation
have a vested interest in good preaching. They will

be wise to do what they can to help prom1s1ng
young men with their education. They should
identify preachers who are doing quality work and
find ways to nurture and sustain them. Whereas it is
axiomatic that good preaching cannot be bought,
some help with retirement programs and medical
insurance
would
often
eliminate
significant
distractions. Administrative training, awareness of
schedule demands, and staff help would ease many
trying situations.
In the meantime, there are many good ministers
who know very well why they continue their work.
It is because of people who are hurting, weak,
sorrowful, and guilty. It is because the Gospel is good
news. It is because of the joy of bringing hope to the
hopeless, forgiveness to the guilty, reconciliation to
the estranged, and peace to the troubled. Yes, in
spite of the problems, they are good ministers of
Christ Jesus. They are dedicated to a call that is
higher than they will ever see personified in the
MISSION
church.

On Preaching
By ROY F. OSBORNE
few simple statements need to be made concerning sermons. First of all, there are three
elements every sermon must have if it is to be
effective:
1. It must be both true and important. It is not
enough for it to be true. Correctness of fact adds no
dimension to an irrelevant sermon. The belaboring
of some sophomoric
truth one has become
fascinated with does nothing for those who must
suffer as the listeners.

A

2. It must have enough imagination to make the
listener really listen, or to make the reader pay
careful attention. Ignore this, and it matters not how
relevant the text: nothing is accomplished. If no
listening takes place, the most profound preacher
communicates nothing.
3. Finally, the sermon must be obviously
applicable. If the hearer does not immediately
recognize how the lesson fits his life, it will soon be
Roy F. Osborne, a former Trustee of Mission Journal, ministers to the
Sunset Ridge Church of Christ, San Antonio, Texas.
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forgotten. The most important truths lie forever
dormant when wrapped in pious "preachery"
or
scholarly packages which cannot be readily opened
by the listener. Too many parishioners leave the
building highly commending a sermon which they
feel was surely true and important, but not having
any idea what to do about it. When the preacher
intones, "Give your life to the Lord," he should hear
the audience echo back, "HOW?!!!"
Sermons should change things. If they do not, they
should not be preached. There are too many
sermons preached to massage the ego of the
preacher. Some hobby he has, some intellectual
discovery he has made, or some psychological game
he wants to play with his audience form the basis of
the sermon. Many an unsuspecting audience is
made to play the "straight man" role for the
personal ego needs of the preacher. No pious
reasons can justify the man who cares so little for the
people he addresses as to regularly feed them
irrelevance-for
whatever reason. _________ -.MISSION
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My View
From The Pew

I often have a lot of questions as I sit in the pew about how life integrates
and works together. I wonder why what I hear seems to be so separated and
unconnected from the problems of daily living, the problems I see and hear
around me.

By WILMA HOLLAND
irst of all, I guess I am startled to be asked my

Fview from the pew. In thinking about it, I cannot
remember any time in thirty-two years, as a member

of the Church of Christ, being asked to express how I
felt. Through these years, this has been a source of
constasit frustration, because I am a thinking person
who enjoys life and reacting to it. I have done a lot of
listening, but have had little opportunity to share, or
enjoy and benefit from the sharing of others. So, I
would like to see more sharing of the human
experiences of life from the pew and less preaching
from the pulpit.
Sharing is important, for it is one of the ways we
learn to communicate. Since spirituality is not only
what we know but also what we feel, it is important
that we learn to communicate both. If we are able to
do this among ourselves, it builds our confidence
and makes it an automatic part of our relationships
with others. When I am asked how I feel about
Wilma Holland, Annandale, Virginia, is a volunteer with Haven of
Northern Virginia and was formerly Education Coordinator for Hospice
of Northern Virginia and Executive Assistant, National Hospice
Organization.

something,
feel respected,
accepted,
and
worthwhile. It suggests that someone else values my
contribution and my life takes on meaning. One of
the basic human needs is to be valued. We need to
be valued and we need to value other people. Not
only is it a beautiful gift that we can give to others, it
is a spiritual experience. Surely, it ought to be a part
of what we receive from the church fellowship.
The Christian life is an experience, a daily walk,
which includes all that we are and do. We need to
share that with others and learn from each other. It is
the human experience. We need to learn frorn
everyone, not just the preacher. "Having therefore
obtained help of God, I continue unto this day,
witnessing both to small and great" (Acts 26:22).
Secondly, I often have a lot of questions as I sit in
the pew about how life integrates and works
together. I wonder why what I hear seems to be so
separated and unconnected from the problems of
daily living, the problems I see and hear around me.
For the past six years I have worked with a group
of people in the community who are dedicated to
supporting
people who are experiencing
an
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imminent death or have experienced a death and
are having problems coping with that experience.
My primary work has been the training of those who
want to help. As I have faced each new group
interested in working in this area, I have been
constantly amazed at the beauty of these people,
primarily
because of the wealth of personal
experiences they bring with them and want and
need to share - both young and old. Surely I have
learned as much from my students as I have given to
them.
But even with all of their life experiences, they
come with questions, anxieties, and insecurities
about how to go about being helpful. These people
come with diverse backgrounds, from different

One of the most basic human needs is to
be valued. We need to be valued and we
need to value other people. Not only is it a
beautiful gift that we can give to others, it
is a spiritual experience. Surely, it ought to
be a part of what we receive from the
church fellowship.
walks of life, with various religious orientations,
although all are my neighbors. The things that they
have in common are their humanness, their
commitment,
and their desire to serve and be
helpful. Basically their questions are these: How can
I best serve? How can I be most helpful? What are
the needs that I can meet?
Likewise, the people that come to us needing help
are also my neighbors. They also come from all
walks of life and various religious orientations. They
tell us when they call that they desperately need
someone to listen, someone to be there, someone
who understands, and most of all, someone who
cares with whom they can share their pain.
My particular role is to train the helper in
understanding how it can be done effectively.
Basically, it boils down to encouraging them to open
themselves to that person or family who needs them
very much. I have learned that as they talk among
themselves in class and share themselves with other
members, they begin to realize that it is the sharing

and listening that give strength to others. They begin
to see how meaningful it is to share and to be
listened to.
One of the things that soon becomes apparent is
that having the answers for the problems is not
important. In fact, it is often not helpful. It is the
caring and just being there that are so important. Life
has become almost overwhelming-a
loved one is
dying of cancer, or someone close to them has
committed suicide. The questions of the members of
my classes are always the same: I want so very much
to do this. I feel I have a lot to offer. But what do I do
and what do I say? I feel so inadequate that I am not
even sure that I can be usefu I.
It is tremendously rewarding to see my students go
about their work of helping, at first with trepidation
and then gaining confidence. They soon learn that
there is tremendous
meaning
and personal
satisfaction in the bonding experience that comes
from the spiritual sharing of these times in another
person's life. When you have shared the dying
experience of another person, it is truly a spiritual
experience.
I cannot believe that my neighbors who come to
work with those who are dying or bereaved are any
different from those who sit around me in the other
pews. But rarely do I hear their practical concerns
and questions expressed from the pews or
addressed from the pulpit. Do they have all the
answers?
Are there no hurting, grieving mothers, fathers,
sisters, brothers and neighbors sitting around me
needing to be listened to and given the opportunity
to share their agonizing pain?
I receive a great deal of spiritual satisfaction from
my work. Primarily the fulfillment comes from being
able to share and give of myself to others, from the
opportunity to care and experience caring in return.
But, I wonder. Why did I have to go to a
neighborhood organization to be trained and given
the opportunity to serve? Why do my neighbors
have to go there for the help they so desperately
need? Why is the church not reaching out and
meeting our needs?
Yes, truthfully, I am frustrated when I sit in the
pew. -·----·-··--··-···---·---·--·----·-····-·····-··-··MISSION
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Cactus Plants, Underwear,
and ''Love Lifted Me''

Maybe it's the way we live that leads us to avoid contact with the minister:
lives full of divorces, children who talk back to their parents, mothers who
care more about their own figures than they do their children's faith,
husbands who find money more attractive than they do their families.
By WILMA C. BUCKNER
ver forty years ago I fell in love with a preacher.
O
He was a young student at David Lipscomb
College and I was even younger. I think it was the
way he sang "Love Lifted Me" that stole my heart.
On his birthday I gave him a potted cactus plant.
Once when I was sick, he came to see me. He
wanted me to kiss him, but I was embarrassed,
because my mother and sisters were in the room. He
suggested we go to the kitchen. There he took me in
his arms and kissed me, as he stood among the
underwear drying on lines stretched across the
kitchen. I saw him again years later, and he didn't
remember the cactus or the underwear. I didn't ask
about the kiss. I am sure the young minister had
more important kisses to remember than those of a
preschool child.
I've sat in the pew before many preachers since
my preschool years. I've been a student of men like
Batsell Barrett Baxter, Mack Craig, Jennings Davis,
Thomas Whitfield, Billy M. Smith, Henry Farrar, and
Mid McKnight, to narne only a few. There have been
quiet persuaders, flamboyant convincers,
living
examples, boring speakers, men with limited Bible
knowledge, and brilliant scholars. There were even
a few who suffered from serious mental disorders. As
I recall the scores of ministers I have known, I can
think of none who met my needs more than Frank
Pack, the preacher of my childhood.
That novice to the
me words to live
Among many other pursuits, Wilma Buckner is a nurse, a writer, a seeker.
She lives in Gray, Tennessee.

by. I wasn't aware of sermons in those early years,
and I really didn't know much about sin either; but
when he sang "I was sinking deep in sin ... Love lifted
me," I knew great joy. It was a message worthy of a
lifetime of consideration.
A minister must have a message. Although the
Sunday morning sermon deserves studious and
prayerful preparation, it is not always the means by
which the listener receives the message. Jennings
Davis wrote the words he gave me on the bottom of
a theme paper. A minister in Reno, Nevada,
changed my outlook for the rest of a vacation by
what he said and did before the sermon. Another
man, who was a disaster in the pulpit because of his
method of delivery, imparted a wealth of sound
advice while sitting at my kitchen table.
To have a message to present, the minister must
have had his own encounter with the Word. He
must have experienced the Good News and the
gracious Lord. With the message a part of him, he
will share it, often without being aware of the impact
he is making. It does not matter whether the
message finds its way into the receptive heart by a
song, a note, a prayer, a private conversation, or a
public sermon. The Spirit of God will find his own
time and place for flowing from heart to heart.
As the minister must have a message for me, so
must he allow me to present my gifts to him. There
have been no more gifts of cactus plants, but the
material gifts have continued. My husband and I
have tried to be sen'sitive to the needs of the
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ministers who have served us. Our gifts have
included money, babysitting services, housecleaning,
transportation, and evenings out.
However, the minister's willingness to accept the
gifts of experience and encouragement is more
important
than accepting tangible presents. I
remember being called to a minister's office once,
thinking he had some task for me to do. Instead, he
shared with me the details of a very real temptation in
his life. He knew I would not judge him. He hoped I
would be able to help him overcome the temrtation
and keep it from becoming a devastating sin. Other
ministers have found comfort visiting in our home
because they did not have to weigh every word they
said.
Pew sitters and ministers alike often set unrealistic
standards for the minister. Be assured that he will
have depressions, discouragements, doubts, and
temptations. So will his wife and children. It is in his
acceptance of his own needs that I can return to him
some of the strength I have drawn from him.
In this age of dryers, it is not likely that a minister
visiting in my home will find himself entangled in the
family underwear as it hangs drying indoors, safe
from the winter's rain and snow. However, the need
for the minister to feel comfortable in the private
areas of our lives does still exist. This takes the

To have a message to present, the minister
must have had his own encounter with the
Word. He must have experienced the
Good News and the gracious lord.
cooperation
of both the minister
and the
congregation. He cannot come into relationship
with us unless we open the doors of our lives to him.
I remember the drama and planning that used to
go into inviting the preacher to dinner. Walls,
windows, curtains-everything-had
to be scrubbed.
The biggest rooster had to be ki Iled and the best of
the garden prepared for the culinary delight of the
guest of honor. Everyone had to be on his or her best
behavior. Today, in our community, people seldom
invite the preacher for dinner or anything else.
Maybe it's that hold-over feeling that we have to kill
the fatted rooster and clean the house that keeps us

from being hospitable. Maybe it's the way we live
that leads us to avoid direct contact with the
minister: lives full of divorces, children who talk
back to their parents, mothers who care more about
their own figures than they do their children's faith,
husbands who find money more attractive than they
do their families.
But suppose we take the risk of sharing. We open
our ugliness, our private pain, or simply our
everyday selves to the minister; and his mouth falls
open, his eyes bug out, and he mutters something
about a called meeting of the elders and rushes off,
leaving us standing bereft with our hearts in our
hands. What happens then? We become fearful of
sharing with that "perfect" man of God again and
maybe with all other men and women of God.
A young family engulfed in many problems once
asked my husband and me to study with them. "We
would ask the preacher," they said, "but he's too
perfect." We knew he wasn't perfect, but we were
also aware of his need to present the image of
perfection.
We say tritely, "Nothing can shock me"; but in
the presence of overt sin, filth, poverty, or intense
suffering, many of us in the Christian community,
ministers included, are at a loss for words. To rescue
persons themselves, however, we must be willing to
go where they live. If the minister cannot
comfortably stand among the underwear and offer
concrete evidence of his love, then the God-seeker
is not likely to feel the warmth of God's love
radiating from the pulpit to the pew.
Forty years have gone by, but that first minister to
touch my life is still important. He would not
recognize my name. The cactus plant is long dead,
our kitchen kiss is just a funny story, but the message
is still ringing in my ears. I wonder if I would have
remembered the message if we hadn't shared a
cactus and a kiss among the underwear. It was such
a nice feeling- loving the preacher. In the quiet of
the night the words come again: "From the waters
lifted me, Now safe arn I, Love lifted me." I wonder
if it's still possible to recapture some of the love that
flowed from pulpit to pew and back again. "When
nothing else could help, Love lifted me." I think I'll
buy a cactus plant tomorrow. There's this preacher
man I know . . . ---------·--------------MISSION
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From Where I Sit

let it be remembered that Christ angered some. Peter, by preaching Christ,
landed in jail. Stephen was stoned, and Paul was beaten and imprisoned by
those who did not appreciate his preaching. But they were all loved by others
who heard them gladly.
By HALDON ARNOLD
in the pew a dozen years before entering fullI sat
time preaching. After nearly twenty-five years in
the pulpit, I am back in the pew. Although I shall try
to be objective, this article will necessarily be highly
subjective.
There is a natural reaction or response to most any
kind of public speaking; in fact, that is the objective
of public speaking in the first place. Politics and
religion both elicit strong feelings within the hearer;
and, of the two, preaching can stir the best or worst
in a listener's heart.
During my early years as a Christian, I heard the
preaching of some of the giants of our fellowship:
G.C. Brewer, Horace Busby, A.R. Holton, Hall L.
Calhoun,
Clyde Hale, E.W. McMillan,
B.C.
Goodpasture, N.B. Hardeman and many others. My
response was one of wonder and amazement that
their messages, although
lengthy by today's
standards, could grasp my attention, fill my heart
with joy, and still cause me to think. None of these
men ever aroused any hostility in me nor did I ever
have any desire to challenge them. Perhaps I was
enthralled by their overpowering personalities and
clear, well-prepared sermons. It was not until after
World War II that I heard sermons that sometimes
caused negative reactions.
I began to detect some attitudes in preachers that I
thought were not very Christian. Sometimes, their
messages were altogether negative, judgmental, and
critical: against some large congregation, or colleg~ 1
Haldon Arnold is a funeral director in Springfield, Virginia.

or program of service. Often, their time was spent
splitting hairs and arguing over the proverbial 'jot'
and 'tittle.' Their words often aroused hostility in my
heart and frequently precipated strong desires to
challenge the speaker, but there was no opportunity
to do this. Often I found myself saying, "This isn't
Christian teaching. Christian teaching should bring
peace."
During the last ten or twelve years I have found
myself listening to sermons that were not always
inspiring, or not as they used to be, or not as I would
preach them. But I have accepted the fact that not
every sermon is my kind of sermon; all do not meet
my particular needs. My emptiness is not filled by
sermons on baptism, or instrumental music in
worship, or the distinctiveness of the church of
Christ. I need to be reminded to love my wife, my
children, my brothers and sisters in Christ, and to be
helped to improve relationships with my peers.
Further, I need to be taught to love my enemies and
to come to grips with some of the disturbing
situations in which I find myself.
But there are some who need basic teaching; and
when I am in that environment, I listen as best I can,
realizing that their needs have to be met also. It
would be pure selfishness to do otherwise. (I thank
God that I am in a local fellowship where I hear
much teaching on love and relationships and service
to the community.)
Within the last half dozen years, I found myself at
one time listening to a preacher to whom I did not
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relate very well. Looking back now, I think it was
perhaps because he was not from one of our
colleges, had no preaching credentials, and had had
little or no experience that one usually expects in
our preachers. Though I did listen intently, his
sermons did little for me. Deciding one day that
something had to be done about this, I invited the
man to have lunch with me. As we talked one-toone, I learned that he was at one time addicted to
alcohol, that he had had a relatively difficult youth,
and that he was a recent convert. Because he had
such a strong desire to preach the gospel, he was
given this opportunity
where I was attending.
Thereafter, his sermons improved immensely-or
so
I thought. In all probability, it was I who had
improved-in
my attitude toward him. Until the day
he was no longer in the pulpit, I found his lessons far
more meaningful and frequently told him so.
If we can accept that preachers and their sermons

are not always as we would like them to be and that
men and their ideas differ, we will have come a long
way in answering Christ's prayer that his disciples be
united. Let it be remembered that Christ angered
some. Peter, by preaching Christ, landed in jail.
Stephen was stoned, and Paul was beaten and
imprisoned by those who did not appreciate his
preaching. But they were all loved by others who
heard them gladly.
What I want and expect from the pulpit is a
message from God for the hour, delivered by a good
man whose love for me I never question. When this
is true, my hunger and thirst are satisfied as Jesus
promised. Since we live in a real and not a fantasy
world, what more can I ask or expect? Surely, by
now, we have all learned that God places a high
premium on preaching the word. It is the "good
news" that we all so desperately long to hear.
-········--·------------------------~---MISSION
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May the love of Jesus Christ and the power of his indwelling Holy Spirit make
us all more sensitive to the screams about us. With prayerful effort, perhaps in
some cases we can even be the channels through which voices of praise are
heard where screams would otherwise have sounded!
By MARY LOU WALDEN
days she's been haunting me-that
Forhearted
woman who left the Sunday

brokenmorning
assembly and went to the ladies' room to scream in
anguish and beat her fists against the wall. That
Missionwoman-read
about her in the J
Mary Lou Walden wears many hats: wife, mother, writer, speaker, singer.
She lives in Duxbury, Massachusetts.

14

nobody heard because the minister was presenting
the budget that morning.
She's been haunting me because of her own
agony which isn't likely to go away soon and also
because she made me aware of the blessing I enjoy
in a fellowship
where people do hear and
where-after sitting in the pew for the past five or six

years-I
have yet to hear the rrnn1ster deliver a
sermon on the budget. She's been haunting me, too,
because I had almost forgotten the materialistic
insensitivity clad in pious urgency that evoked her
screams in the first place. I don't want to forget, lest I
too grow deaf to the screams.
Now I don't mean that everybody in the church is
deeply concerned about my personal needs or that
every sermon my minister gives speaks directly to
me (though most do). But I do mean that within my

Celebrating thirty-five years in the ministry,
my friend Steve Turrell observed that "real
preaching is the humanly impossible art of
letting God speak"; and if you want
something else - philosophy, sociology,
politics, psychology, history, or sheer
entertainment - then you should go to
places where these themes will be much
more competently treated.
fellowship I have found not only that unspeakable
gift of Christian community but also a theological
concomitant
that nourishes individual
spiritual
growth and responds to personal needs. Let me
illustrate:
-About three years ago my friend Priscilla felt a
restless tugging deep within. She sensed the Lord
had a purpose for her that she wasn't fulfilling in her
congregation, where she had been a mighty pillar
for almost three decades. She prayed in earnest and
asked others to pray for her guidance. The Lord
answered and led her-quite
inconveniently, for it
was thirty miles from home-to a church where she
received in-depth teaching from the Old Testament.
This knowledge, with her study of Hebrew, opened
her eyes to the importance of taking the message of
Jesus to Jewish people--"incomplete
Christians"
she calls them. This time was indeed a period of
stimulating spiritual awareness for her.
But that's not even my main point. What I want to
shout about is the attitude of our minister at the time
of her going. The Sunday after she left, he preached
a moving message about the importance of being
sensitive and responsive to the call of God, being
willing to leave our comfortable nests to launch out
into the deep. He didn't mention Priscilla's name;
but he was obviously referring to her, as well as to
others who had recently left our church to do other
things for similar reasons. Her leaving was a personal
Jossto him and to the entire church; yet he was not
threatened and he followed
her progress with

prayerful concern.
-This
"I-care-about-you"
attitude
is further
reflected in a variety of groups available within our
congregation. For example, there is a supportive
group for people who want to lose weight or stop
smoking or be better desciplined. There are several
Bible study groups that meet in homes during the
week; and there are classes in Greek and Hebrew,
study for those who wrestle with problems of
nuclear disarmament and our human bent towards
evil and destruction, and courses periodically for
those who want to become members of the
fellowship.
During each year there are special
retreats for different needs; there is instruction in
music for those who love to praise the Lord in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. No, there is
not something for everyone--in fact, some age and
special needs groups are sadly neglected-but
there
is still much that has blessed me.
-And
there are sermons proclaiming
"the
unsearchable riches of Christ."
In a message
celebrating his thirty-five years in the ministry, my
friend Steve Turrell observed that "real preaching is
the humanly impossible art of letting God speak";
and if you want something else--philosophy,
sociology, politics, psychology, history, or sheer
entertainment-then
you should go to places where
these themes will be much more competently
treated. The preacher, he says, must be first and
foremost "an interpreter of the Book in which the
word of God is heard and the servant of him in
whom the Word of God was made flesh." It has
been my privilege to hear this kind of preaching in
recent years, and on many Sundays I have looked at
my watch only to wish its hands moved less rapidly.
A few months ago when I visited a friend from
church whose family had recently been torn apart
by her husband's moving out of the home and his
subsequent alienation from the children, I found her
courage and hope praise-worthy and inspiring. She
is confident that God will heal these wounds and
reunite them as a family, and she is meanwhile
buoyed up by trusting and supportive Christian
friends who respect her need for both time to talk
and to be silent. As I was leaving, she said, "When
we moved here two years ago, I asked the Lord to
give me just one good Christian woman friend, but
he has given me more than I ever dreamed I'd have
in a lifetime. And Steve is not my minister but my
friend."
May the love of Jesus Christ and the power of his
indwelling Holy Spirit make us all more sensitive to
the screams about us. With prayerful effort, perhaps
in some cases we can even be the channels through
which voices of praise are heard where screams
MISSION
would otherwise have sounded.
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Spritual
Maladies

A Sermon

We do not really know God, and so we cannot introduce him to the world.
We do not know the Bible, and so we cannot use it as the answer for men's
empty lives. We are not students of the word, so how can we be teachers of

it?
By ROY F. OSBORNE
n every city, there are always sick people who
IHowever,
need to be treated by doctors for a variety of ills.
every once in awhile something happens
which is called an epidemic. This means something
in the community is causing many people to be ill;
and, while doctors continue to treat the individuals
affected, they are also concerned with changing the
environment in such a way that the epidemic can be
controlled and eliminated.
In a sense, the church is the same way with
spiritual ills. There are always individual problems
which need individual attention. However, there are
other spiritual ills which are so general that we must
conclude that there is something in the church
community causing the problem. Some attention
needs to be given to changing the environment in
some way, so that we do not continue to have so
many people suffering from the spiritual malady.
Let me name some of these maladies which are
epidemic in the sense that thousands of people are
affected by them:
Roy Osborne made an overwhelming difference in this editor's life when
he leaned over the pulpit and looked me in the eye (so I thought) and said
"You' re the child of a King."
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COMPLACENCY. Now I don't mean the kind of
complacency preachers talk about. I mean the kind
of complacency preachers cause. We complain
about people not coming to church and not listening
to our sermons. That is symptomatic and is usually
the result of irrelevant preaching put in an
uninteresting package. I am concerned about the

complacency that makes everyone feel that personal
siUdy is unimportant and that the preacher can do the
studying, the interpreting, and the discovering o(
truth for everyone.
You as an individual
rnust have a personal
relationship with God or you don't have any
relationship at all. No one can stand in your stead
when it comes to searching for the truth, which is
another way of expressing your love for God.
Personal Bible reading and study have no substitute.
We, the preachers and leaders of the church, have
done much to discourage personal Bible study. By
continuing to search for charts, film strips, tricky
teaching packages, and simplified methods for
painlessly spoon-feeding people who ought to be
mature Bible students, we actually discourage
church members exerting any effort in study and
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search for the truth. Bibles have almost disappeared
from our Sunday School classes in favor of books
written by men who interpret what they consider
important about the Bible or by "helps" which
attempt to take all effort out of study.
Our complacency in being "non-students"
has
reached epidemic proportions. Some drastic studies
need to be made and major changes need to take
place in the environment of the church to cure the
problem. Most people are satisified that, although
they don't know enough about the Bible to teach,
they know all they need to know to be a Christian.
Not only is this not true, but such a complacent
attitude has far-reaching effects on the whole
spiritual life of the church.
When the individual member is not a Bible
student, the church can be led into many pious
sounding attitudes and positions which poison its
very spirituality. Preachers can (and do) promote all
kinds of unloving and spirit-destroying attitudes by
claiming to be loyal to the truth; and it sounds good
to sincere but non-Bible student audiences.
Curing this problem is difficult because it will cost
the individual member more than most are willing to
pay. The most precious of all commodities is time,
and this is the cost of becoming truly Christian
through knowing God personally through personal
study of his word.
In 2 Samuel 24, when Arunah would have given
David his threshing floor, his oxen, and even the
wood for the fire, David refused to take it without
paying for it. He said, "God forbid that I should offer
to the Lord a sacrifice which cost me nothing." The
epidemic complacency
in the church today is
causing us to offer sacrifices regularly to the Lord
which costs us nothing.
We like to think the church is growing, but
unfortunately the statistics are to the contrary. We

God does not expect the impossible of
anyone. His grace is given not in response
to perfect obedience, but in response to
complete faith and trust in him.
are converting few people, and we are losing the
battle to the moral and sexual revolution. These are
hard facts, but facts nonetheless. Why? Because we
do not really know God, and so we cannot
introduce him to the world. We do not know the
Bible, and so we cannot use it as the answer for
men's empty lives. We are not students of the word,
so how can we be teachers of it? We have left the
evangelization of the world to many who have
prostituted the preaching of the Gospel to building
their own selfish egos. Many of our papers are filled
with invectives and accusations which scare our

brethren, but do absolutely nothing toward bringing
Christ to the world. They even cause sincere
brethren to believe the enemy is somewhere other
than in their own personal ignorance. The writers
themselves are often the real enemy, but they
convince thousands that they do not need to find
the truth for themselves. Instead, they are told to
listen to the writer and he will save them from the
enemy.
All of this has led to a complacent church which
has been told that there is nothing for the individual
to learn in the Bible that he does not already know,
and so naturally he doesn't study.
You alone can begin the process of curing this
deadly malady. It will take real sacrifice and personal
discipline. The main thing you must give is time.
Each day you must set aside a meaningful amount of
time for reading your Bible. I say "reading" because
the average church member does not know enough
about the contents of the Bible to do any real study.
Don't get a book to make the meaning clearer or to
make study easier. Just take your Bible and begin to
read. Read it like a novel for as long as you can allot
in the day. Mark the place and the next day start
there to continue to read. When you have read it all
the way through, repeat the process. Continue until
you have read it a minimum of six times all the way
through. By this time, you will begin to find yourself
making "connections" between the passage you are
reading and other passages which relate to it. Just
continue to read. You are beginning to get ready to
become a Bible student.
The reason for this discipline is that you cannot
understand any part of the Bible clearly until you see
it in the context of all the rest of the Bible. Don't get
sidetracked and go find a commentary or a book
someone has written explaining what you are
reading. Remember that all such books are slanted
by the writer. What we are interested in is your own
PERSONAL discovery of God and of his truth. The
temptation is great to decide you have read enough
and now you want to "study." Put it out of your
mind and continue to read. Only in this way can you
get to know the Bible instead of the creed of the
preachers and the church. Only in this way can you
cure the epidemic malady of complacency for
yourself. It takes work, discipline, and sacrifice.
Dare you offer to the Lord a sacrifice which costs
you any less!
CONFUSION.
Another
malady of epidemic
proportions
is "confusion."
Remember, I said
epidemics are not just individual illnesses, but
something caused by the environment. There is
about the community something which causes the
problem. I am afraid we preachers and teachers
have done much to obscure the power of the
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Gospel by using words and statements that leave the
hearer confused and helpless to act. For example:
the preacher tells you that you must obey all the
commands perfectly. Those who err in the area of
commands, examples, and inferences are con··
demned. But you have just heard a discussion in the
Sunday Morning Bible Class which concluded that
no one can be perfect. Confusing, isn't it?
All of you have heard that you should "let Christ
be the Lord of your life," turn your life over to the
Lorr.J," "love the Lord," "love your enemies," etc.,
etc. Do you leave after such sermons with the
feeling that there is something you really need to do,
but you don't know what? Don't you often \/\(ant to
answer such admonitions with "How?"
Unfortunately, we have created a community in which there
is much emphasis on behaving perfectly without much
preaching on the practical problem of how to do it.
When I get the feeling that everyone seems to
understand but me, I get a little discouraged. When
it seems that those around me, and especially the
teachers, find it all very simple and I am the only one
having to struggle, my tendency is to give up and
quit.
In the first place, let me assure you that those
sitting around you are as confused as you are.
Secondly, let me say that the teachers who leave the
question of "How?" unanswered are as confused as
the students.
There are two major understandings one needs to
escape the epidemic of confusion:
(I) Cod does not expect the impossible of anyone.
His grace is given not in response to perfect
obedience, but in response to complete faith and
trust in him. Of course, we need to clarify how such
faith comes and what it means, or we only add to the
confusion.
Faith in him means believing that his way is the
best way for me to go and striving to follow that way
in all things. It also means really believing he forgives
me and that I don't need to be constantly and
fearfully burdened by guilt. It means believing that
he is in charge and I don't need to be the judge and
corrector of everything around me. What a relief
and what peace comes with that realization! And it
means trusting him to love me no matter how
unlovable I may seem to myself.
(2) The second thing needed by those who would
escape confusion is the realization that answers to
"How?" are not written in a code, perfectly defined
so as to be followed in sequence. Instead, they
involve attitudes and motivations. They have to do
with how you feel about God and about yourself
and about your fellowman. They are personal and
include your whole being, not just your actions.
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They are not goals that you reach with a sigh of
completion, but they are involved with the constant
struggle of life and the satisfaction of knowing that
you are not alone so long as you struggle onward
and upward.
Let me take one more step toward easing the
"confusion syndrome." No one will ever solve the
problem of "How?" if he or she believes that correct
religious doctrine is the answer to being a Christian.
That oversimplifies the problem and leaves one
spiritually empty. Religious doctrine is important;
but life goes on seven days a week, not just on
Sunday. Christianity
speaks to life, here and
hereafter, and must not be reduced to the size of a
doctrinal creed.
Neither will the problem of "How?" be solved by
those who are unwilling to make the effort, give the
time, or offer the sacrifice necessary to such a
commitment. It you don't want to "love the Lord"
(more than yourself), or to "love your enemies "(it's
too much fun hating them), or "turn your life over to
the Lord "(you're having too much pleasure running
it yourself), then don't bother; you can't do it.
There is no magic involved. Ignore those who
speak piously of magical gifts of the Spirit. No such
quick, easy formula exists for achieving Christian
growth.
How do you "love your enemies"? By the hardest
and with much effort. It takes prayer-for them and
for you. It takes a lot of personal self-searching and
examination of your own faults and the part you
played in making them your enemy. It takes a lot of
forgiveness and tolerance and a great deal of
humility. If you don't want to make this effort, forget
it. You can never love your enemies.
How do you "turn your life over to the Lord"? By
taking time out of every day to study his word. You
do it by setting aside time to pray about your
decisions, great and small. You spend some time
assessing your life and repenting and turning from
ways not pleasing to him. You get involved in
making others know the Lord. You become a
servant whose concerns are for others and whose
worship is always directed to him. Simple? No,
difficult! But it's not hard to understand ... just hard to
do, and that's the problem.
The task is not impossible, but the crown goes not
to the weak and uncommitted. The meek shall
inherit the earth, but only if they escape the
epidemics which abound in the church and kill off
all spiritual growth. Take the cure. lnnoculate
yourself against the maladies destroying your
brethren by making the real sacrifice and really
giving your life to the Lord. He is waiting. Today is
the day. The time is now. There is no other. -··-MISSION
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Why I Want To Be A Minister

"Ministry is my opportunity to act as an agent of God's love, enabling
others to experience and communicate the love of God to each other and to
the world.
By BRUCE A. HAVENS

Editor's Note: Three questions were asked of
several young men who are planning to be ministers.
Why do you want to be a minister? What do you
hope to accomplish? What should be the relationship
between the minister and the congregation? At the
deadline for this issue, only one response had been
received.
hy do you want to be a minister? What do you
W hope
to accomplish? What should the
relationship be between the minister and the
congregation? These questions both intrigued and
excited me. They challenged me to look up from the
daily doings of ministry and "get the big picture" of
my life as a minister. And I must confess that, as a
student in seminary, I had not carefully asked myself
such questions in quite a while. I want to explore
them briefly with you in this forum.
I did not grow up wanting to be a minister. When
the idea first came before me, I practically ran in the
opposite direction. I felt unworthy to be a minister of
God. After I had explored every other possible
career, I realized I did not want to devote my life to
any of them. Finally, I turned to that doorway and
accepted God's call, knowing and accepting that it
was only by God's grace that I was made worthy. I
believe that it is the Spirit which gives me the
"burning desire" to be a minister. By that Spirit I am
Bruce A. Havens, a native of Florida with a B.A. from Furman University,
is currently an M. Div. candidate al Harvard Divinity School.

willing to do whatever it takes to serve God in this
way.
Now, some six years later, I do want to be a
minister. God gave me certain talents and gifts,
which, when I was a youngster, were nurtured and
used by the community of faith which was my
church. I felt at home there in that church and
considered the people to be my family. Through
them God's love was communicated to me, and I
grew in the nurture and acceptance of their love. As
a minister I will have the chance to foster that spirit
in a faith community. If I can do that, then my life
will have been worthwhile-and
that is also a part of
why I want to be a minister.
What I want to accomplish as a minister is to
create a community of faith that is free enough to
nurture each other. I use the word "nurture" in this
sense: that when we meet, the time spent together
renews us for the pilgrimage we are on. My
preaching, teaching, celebrating, and pastoral care
will all be focused upon this goal of renewal. I do
not intend to give you the picture of "nurturing"
and "renewal" as syrupy-sweet emotions. I mean by
those terms creative actions that sometimes involve
confrontation, risk, and prayerful approaches to
each other.
At times we may need to confront individuals
about their lives in order to nurture and renew them.
We might be forced to risk reaching out to another
person in the community we do not particularly like.
Renewal might force the leaders of the church to call
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the minister in and challenge him or her to be
reconciled to someone in the congregation. But as
we work together on creating an atmosphere that is
"safe" for such creative actions, then ministry
becomes a corporate activity. As we begin to trust
our Christian life to the other members of the
community, we are each enabled to let go of
degenerative or diseased or sinful parts of our lives
because we know that we are not being judged. We
come to understand that the other person is acting
because of love for us in Christ. This is where the
Spirit takes over, changing us into sons and
daughters of glory-bit by bit.
My point is that the community as a whole must
work to create such an atmosphere of trust and
renewal, and this hints at how I view the relationship
between the minister and congregation. I believe we
are all in ministry, clergy and laity alike. Therefore it
is not my job as the professionally trained leader to
be the sole minister. My work is most effective if I
help the members of the community to grow in their
own expressions of ministry to each other and to the
world. This belief grows out of my Protestant, free-

church, and congregationally-governed background,
and is essential to my faith and ministry. In
traditional terms, it is the "priesthood
of all
believers."
As each person engages in his or her part in
ministry, we learn and grow from each other-in
short, we disciple each other. Realistically, I can care
for only a small number of people in an active and
intense way. And while I may be available to all of
the community, I serve them best by preparing
others in the fellowship to be active, caring agents of
God just as I am. God's loving care then becomes
that much more available as mediated through the
members of the faith community than it would be if I
were the sole ministering person.
Ministry is my opportunity to act as an agent of
God's love, enabling others to experience and
communicate the love of God to each other and to
the world. Together we act to comfort or confront or
challenge, as well as to nurture and renew all
members of the faithful. This kind of ministry is the
big picture which shapes the preparation for and
doings of my life as a minister. ___
._______ M1ss10N

When The ChurchIsSinless

The worship of the church loses its richness and meaning when we forget that
the church is a group of sinners being saved, a hospital where patients have
hope because they are under the care of the Great Physician.
By BILL LOVE

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its pow'r,
Till all the ransomed church of Cod
Be saved to sin no more,
Be saved to sin no more,
Be saved to sin no more.
Love is Preaching Minister of the Bering Drive Church of Christ,
Houston, Texas.
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hese words by William Cowper in the familiar
Is a Fountain" are so familiar that
we can sing them without thinking. Herein lies the
tragedy: we need to think seriously about the rich
insights found in these lines. Cowper understood the
adequacy of the blood of Christ to redeem the
church over the ages. He saw clearly that the church
will "Sin no more" only when its redemption is
finished on that day when God takes the church
unto himself.

T hymn "There
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Recently a friend of mine observed, " The troub le
with th e Chur ch of Chri st is not its th eo logy, but its
arrogance." He went o n to exp lain th at he co uld
live with defective theo logy- is not all theo logy
somewhat " defect ive?" But the arroga nce of some
perfection ists, he said, is mor e th an he can abide.
He w as speaking of th at att itud e which says, " We
know the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the

l.ike the first Israel we are liberated slaves
wandering the desert sustained only by the
water and manna of God's love.
truth," or, "We are Chri stians on ly and the o nly
Chri stians." (My friend admits that his ow n criti cism
carries wit hin it t he seeds of a " humbl er than t ho u"
att itu de, anoth er exp ression of th e same arrogant
spirit he decries in ot hers.) Still , he has a po int: many
of us in th e Restoration tradition have aba ndo ned
our "searc h for th e ancient order " for a premature
arriv al at the promised land . Th is att itude denies the
ve ry essence of t he search Campb ell, Ston e and
others had in mind. They lived and worked mor e in
t he spirit of th e apostle Pau I:
Not that I have alr eady obta in ed th is o r am
alr eady perfect; b ut I pr ess on to make it m y
own, because Chri st Jesus has m ade me hi s
ow n . Bret hr en, I do not co nsid er that I have
m ade it my ow n; but on e thin g I do , for getting
what li es behind and strainin g forward to what
li es ahead, I pr ess on tow ard the goal for th e
pri ze of the upw ard call of God in Chri st Jesus.
Let those of us who are mature be thu s
mind ed;.. .
Philippi ans 3: 72- 75

Our il lusion of having arriv ed robs our faith of its
deepest meanin g. The wor ship of the chur ch loses
its richn ess and meaning when we forget th at th e
church is a group of sinner s being saved, a ho spital
where patients have hop e because they are und er
the care of the Great Physician. But anoth er truth we
may mi ss is this : we may deny our sinfuln ess in more
than one way. We may deny o ur need for God by an
arrogant sectarianism which claims that the bride of
Chri st already wears her spotless garments here and
now -before the fina l cleansing. Or we may also
deny our sinfuln ess by a smug hum ani sm which
claims to have "outgrown" the concepts of sin,
judgment , grace, and rede mption. Either way th e
church and its worship become shallow and
meaningless, for we have nothin g to celebrate,
nothing to live for .
The church and its worship cont inu e to be
important in our lives only when we know that we
are the "new Israel." Like the fir st Israel we are
lib erated slaves wandering th e de sert sustain ed on ly
by the water and manna of God's lov e. Cowper had
it right: the "blood will never lose its power ti ll all
t he ransomed churc h of God be saved to sin no
more." He was right in saying that th e final , fini shed
salvation from our pride and arro gance is yet in the
future. M eanwhile, we rejoice in t he Physician's
care and his promise of an eventua l cure; we
celebrate today t he water and manna of God' s love,
lookin g forward eagerly to the land flowin g w ith
milk and hon ey.
Our "perfection" is nothing to write hom e about,
but his lov ing and care and the hop e we share in him
are wort h shout ing from th e housetops!---.M1ss10N

Star Trek: The Wrath of Khan
Reviewed by
HERBERT A. MARLOWE, JR.

Psychologicaland Theological Dimensions
?

"STAR TREK: THE WRATH OF KHAN,"
in
conjunct ion with "E .T.," has been one of the most
successful movie s of the summer. As with "E .T.,"
" The Wrath of Khan" is a v isual feast, with both
exce llent act ing and an int rigu ing story li ne. It is a far
superior fi lm to th e first Star Trek movie . Solely on
t he leve l of an adve ntur e movie w ith fine specia l
effects, "The Wrath of Khan" is wel l worth seeing.
Herb ert A. Ma rlowe, Jr. is Associate Director of Continuing Education
and Training at The Florida Health Institute in Tampa, Florida.

However, there are other dimensions to th is fi lm
which warrant attention. In particu lar there are four
themes which have theological and psycho logica l
implications for modern-day humanity.
Aging And Person hood

One of these themes is the imp act of aging on
personhood. An original Star Trek television viewer
cannot view the film w it hout be ing aw are of how
much time has passed since the original series was
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aired. In the movie Captain Kirk struggles with the
personal implications of growing older. Some of the
emotions experienced by persons nearing the end of
their productive work years-tiredness, uselessness,
being spent-are all expressed by Kirk.
One key point the movie makes about aging is the
degree to which growing older is a psychological
process. In the final scenes, after the challenges of
the film have been successfully met, Kirk states that
he feels young again. Since no diminishment of
chronological years has occurred, Kirk is obviously
speaking of his personal image of himself as
psychologically
young
or
old,
effective
or
ineffective.
As American society becomes an older society,
the self-image of older Americans will become more
of an issue. The church is faced with the task of
designing forms of ministry which simultaneously
address the psychological, emotional, and spiritual
needs of older persons and increase their sense of
potency. Theologically the church is faced with the
task of conserving those elements of the biblical
narrative which speak positively to the role of the
older person in society.
One key point to be addressed in the
development of a theology of aging is the timeliness
of many, if not most, of humanity's problems.
Despite technological advances, humanity's basic
problems still remain social in nature. The challenge
is how to recapture the biblical emphasis on the
value of all persons, including those persons of older
years, and then how to draw on the wisdom that
comes with age to address these basic problems.

The Importance Of Friendship
A second theme the movie addresses is friendship,
especially long-term friendship. The friendships
between Kirk and Spock or Kirk and Bones McCoy
are deep and enduring ones, resulting in both
affection for and knowledge of the other and a
willingness to sacrifice for the other. The lyrics of
a recent popular song expressed this most human
need: "Lord, let me have a few old friends." Both
the creation narrative and recent scientific studies
document both the emotional and physiological
hazards of loneliness. The biblical literature is
replete with examples of friendships and their
importance.
The mobility and rootlessness of today's society
and the increasing ease of escape into individual
technological activities pose current challenges to
the development of long term friendships. The
church as community is well posed to respond to
these challenges. Whether and how well the church
will
respond
to this opportunity,
on both
programmatic and theological levels, is a question
time will answer.

22

Finding One's Proper Niche
A third theme is that of place: place in the sense of
finding one's niche in life and staying there. In the
movie McCoy confronts Kirk, stating that Kirk erred
in accepting the admiral's rank, since his true role
was to be a starship captain. The concept that
persons have a place that is right for them, a place in
which they are successful, is not difficult to accept.
What is difficult to accept is that it may be best for a
person to stay where he or she is now, rather than
reach for the next rung on the ladder. Few, if any,
Naval captains decline flag rank. Refusing a
promotional opportunity is a difficult and somehow
questionable act for many persons. As a result, the
promotional process regularly occurs, with often the
end results becoming case examples of the Peter
Principle at work.
Recognizing personal strengths and limitations is a
difficult process requiring both honesty and insight.
One step in that process is changing the world view
that more or bigger is always better. Another step is
increasing the value placed on conservation and
harmonious coexistence. A third way is broadening
the definition of success to include not only
achievement but also right action and proper and
judicious exercise of personal capabilities.

Creation
A fourth theme is that of creation as reflected in
the Genesis project of the film. Briefly, the Genesis
project was concerned with the creation of living
worlds. This theme raises issues for the church in at
least two ways. One way is the question of
individual creativity. The need to create is one of the
higher order needs of humankind. It is manifested in
the activities of the architect and the artist, the
woodworking
hobbyist
and the
needlepoint
enthusiast. Yet this need is often stymied in much of
contemporary work life. Questions such as how to
assist and support creative expression and how to
understand creativity as a gift of grace should be
addressed by the church. If humanity is truly the
likeness of Cod, then a theology of creation should
be explicated.
Paradoxically, it is humankind's very ability to
create that raises a second set of issues for the
church to address. These concerns range from
nuclear technology to genetic engineering, from
artificial intelligence to artificial prolongation of life.
The issues which the church must address to speak
the gospel in this time are numerous, intricate, and
exciting.
Throughout Star Trek there are a number of other
themes which can only be alluded to at this point.
The futility of revenge is clearly dramatized. The
bonding of a father and son is depicted. Selfsacrificial death occurs. Clearly, "The Wrath of Khan"
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presents th e viewe r w ith a wea lth of material to
d igest.
" The Wr ath of Khan" is a th o ro ughly enj oyable
mov ie. Whil e not co ntainin g th e parallelisms to th e

I

Chri st sto ry th at E.T . do es, it do es succee d in
achievin g co mm ercial and arti sti c success whil e
simult aneou sly addr essing substantiv e psyc ho logica l
1ss10N
and th eo logical issues.
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person person
I..______
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EachHas BeenGiven A Gift
Early in th e life of th e Chur c h of th e Savio r in
W ashin gto n, D .C., th e small group who had bound
th emselves to geth er in deep commitm ent w ere not
realiz ing th eir goals. They had expected th at " th eir
th eo reti cal emph asis o n pr ayer and service would
pr esent an answ er th at would keep th e inward and
th e outward mov ement in balance." But it did not
happen. They analyzed and con sidered and bl amed
th emselves for neglect, indiff erence, or a lack of
yieldin g to th e Spirit' s guid ance. But fin ally th ey
came to realize a ve ry im po rtant prin ciple: " We
we re seek ing comfor mit y w he n we be lo nged to a
Cod w ho tho ugh t up ind ivid uality ."
It is presumptu o us fo r anyo ne- wh eth er mini ster
or elde rs-to arbitrarily select certain jobs or activities
for members, expect th em all to do t he same t hin gs,
and t hen castigate t hem as not inte rested in t he
"Lo rd's Wo rk" w hen t hey find t heir own area of
service and min istr y elsew here. Some years ago I
w as stunn ed w hen a fri end criti cized a youn g
mot her in t he chu rch w ho w it h mu c h perso nal
sacrifice had ta ken two foster childr en into her
ho me: " I do n't know w hy she too k tho se c hildr en
w hen she has her ow n to loo k after. Th ey're ju st
keeping her from the Lord's wo rk." The person
mak ing t he remark was limitin g th e " Lord ' s wo rk"
to a few act ivit ies center ing in th e chur c h buildin g
and was really condemn in g t he young mot her for
not always being at ladies' class, fo r not serving on

th e visitation co mmitt ee, and for not doin g oth er
thin gs th at she con sidered prop er and right.
Both men and wom en have oft en been "h erded"
into activiti es for whi c h th ey have no inter est, in
which they find no meaning or purpo se, and for
whi c h th ey have no abiliti es- all in the gui se of
" Chri sti an duty ." In earli er years it wa s oft en
thought th at every man shou ld learn to do
everythin g that had to do with wor ship . How
dr eadful and piti able it w as to see som e man wh o
knew nothin g about mu sic, wh o co uld hardl y carry
a tun e, and w ho was ve ry shy besides try to lead th e
singing.
Surely it is to our shame and disc redit in th e
chur ch th at we have not bee n c reativ e and
imagin ative and di scernin g of eac h person 's uniqu e
co ntr ibut io ns and have t hereby rigid ly circum scribed and li mited t he places of service and
usefuln ess. W e have far too often dr own ed out th e
call of Go d in individu al lives.
In o ne co ngregatio n th e minister in a ve ry
percep ti ve gestur e asked th e memb ers wh o w ere
unh appy with wh at th ey we re doing and thou ght it
really w as not wh at th ey should be doin g to give it
up. The respo nse was overw helmi ng. O ne lady w ho
had been teac hin g t he c hild ren for years because
she th ought th ere was no o ne else to do it gave up
her class and devoted her tim e to min isteri ng to and
carin g fo r a lo nely, destitut e, ill neighbo r.
(con tinued on back cover)
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(continued from page 23)
I remembe r the lady who went every week to the Rehabilitation
Center in her town and gathered up th e dirty cloth es of th e pati ents,
took them home and washed them. She did it quiet ly and without
fanfa re but faith fully each week. Nobody paid much attent ion to th is
because she wasn't on anybod y' s visitation team.
I rememb er the lovely person who came up to me recent ly after I
had given a talk to a ladie s' group and said, " I' ve alway s been made to
feel gui lty because I don ' t teach a class, but I' m just not a teacher. But I
like to take food to the sick and look after them ."
I rememb er th e two young ladies in New York City who were
struggling with acting careers. They told me they wanted to honor Jesus
in th eir work but didn't get mu ch enco uragement from th e chur ch.
I reme mber the elderly lady whose body was bent almost parallel to
th e floor who turn ed her smi ling face up to me and said she didn ' t have
a potho lder for me that day because she had ju st sent all she had to th e
chi ldr en's hom e.
Al l devoted and committed, serving God with the ir own gifts and
trying to walk with Jesus in all they do!
How rich the church wou ld be ifw e could und erstand that we belong
to a God "w ho thought up diversity," if we co uld cherish the
differences , and nurture th e gifts of each person!
-BLH
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It has been my privilege to visit four congregat ions in Texas late ly. At one large
"liberal" Church of Christ, the minister, who has a Ph.D., pre sented a scorching
sermon on th e sin of divorc e and how there was no room for it in his Bible or his church.
When I asked him afterwa rds how to dea l with those divorcees who have remarri ed
(and renewed their commitm ent to the church), he said, "T here has been ent irely too
much grace taught on this subject ... th ey cou ld be saved only if they didn't know
God's teaching before their divorce." That same week in the a rea's local newspaper this
same chur ch had a large ad inviting "middl e-aged singles" to come join their
fellowship.
?*?*?*?*?

The seco nd "prog ressive church" I visited had a list circulated to the deacons. The list
was "those approved to pray in public." After hear ing a sermon on "How You Measure
Up on God's Scales," I asked a member what was going on. He pointed to one man a nd
said th at although the congregation was progressive in desire, one elder had intimid ated
the church and was imposing a "tig ht rein" of traditionalism and contro l over the
church . No one cared to stand up to it.

*******
The third "liberal Church of Christ" was in the process of appointing DEACONS- No
DEACONESSES-after having formerly eliminated the public position of DEACONS so
that women could be more involved. The eldership there had no scriptural objection to
Deacone sses- were just afraid to "rock the boat."

* * *** * **
Are ther e any progr essive Christian s in th e Chur ch of Christ willing to speak out with
courage, strength, and integrity?
I'll tell you about the fourth congregation in my next letter .
Ben B. Boothe
Ft. Worth, Texas
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