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present profane multitude of church appel-
lations. To get the papal side, I wrote The
Catholic University of America, and they
endorsed Dr. Carlton J. H. Hayes as the
“Best Catholic Historian,” who replied
(1435): “From the 2nd century right down
to the present time, the official name has
been The Holy Catholic and Apostolic
Church. So far as 1 know, the phrase,
‘Chiristian Church,” was not employed

it was always taken for granted.”

Do you now say the “Christian Church”
expression was first used in A.D. 14127

So History thus far examined ($50 awaits
an earlier date)—And that name continued
for two-and-a-half centuries to be used as
a synonym for Christendom, which word
Martin Luther favored, viz: “Best of all, it
ought to Dbe called holy Christendom’—The
Large Catechism, Art., 3. Then in 1794 came
the first LOCAL “Christian Church,” at Leb-
anon building, Surry Co., Va.

How did it occur there?

After James O'Kelly and congregation had
withdrawn from the Methodist I0piscopal
Conference in 1792, they took the nanie, “Re-
publican Methodist Church.” Two years la-
ter, a member asked, “If we take the Bible
only as our rule of faith and practice, what
are we?’ “Simply Christians” was the an-
swer. “Then,” said he, “let us call ourselves
a Christian Church.”

Iid they take the name from the Dible?

No, they reasoned it out for themselves,
Around them were “churches” of many
kinds, and they were trying {o name the
kind they wanted. Darton W. Stone and
congregation at Cane Ridge, Ky. adopted
this “Christian Clhurch” name in 1804, after
renouncing all connection with their Spring-
fleld Tresbytery. And they siill retained
this church name after the union meeting
with the “Disciples of Christ” messengers
at Lexington, Ky. in (832, The “Christian
Churches” that followed this one at Cane
Ridge, merged with the Congregational
Church at a union convention at Seattle,
Wash.,, June 26, 1931.

Was that in the transition period when
denominatienalists twitted “Christians on-
ly”’—"0Oh, vou're Christ-yans, are you?’

True, and the “Christians only” nmade re-
ply, “Yes, and we hone you are, too.” That
was when restorationists refused the
church-name of religious reformers, and
determined to use only the Bible name for
the church. In response to a recent ques-
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