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 What Well You Do With Jesus?

James W. Nichols February 22, 1953

Nearly 2,000 years ago a group of people were called upon
to make a decision. The decision did not look like a hard one
to make. They were called upon to be a judge between two men.
One man had lived a life of wickedness. He was a thief and had
been cast into prison. The other man had never done anything
to harm anyone. His life had been the life of a physician. He
had healed the sick and afflicted. He had given peace of mind
to many, yet he had many enemies. So he was carried before
the ruler to be tried. The ruler sought to please the pecple and
yet his conscience would hurt him of he had the innocent man
killed. So he devised a plan, which he felt sure would please the
people and clear his own conscience. He presented both men,
Barabas and Jesus, to the people and proposed to kill one and
loose the other. Pilate felt sure that the people would never
choose to let a dangerous man go free. He felt that the people
would be brought to their senses when they compared the men,
but he was mistaken. The people chose Barabas, the evil man,
and cried for the blood of Jesus, the perfect man. It appears
hard for us to understand why the people would choose as they
did, but afer all these years, men are following in the steps of
those wicked men, when they are called upon to make the most
important choice.

Just as Pilate cried out many years ago, “What then will
you do with Jesus?” The same question is being presented to
you. Now then what will you do with Jesus? There are two
things that you can do. One is to accept him and the other is to
reject him. Christ said, “He that is not with me is against me.”
Matt. 21:30. Therefore, there is no middle line of gray, but black
and white. There is no fence that we can straddle, either we
accept Jesus Christ or we reject him. And when you reject him,
you not only reject him but you accept his counter part, Satan.
There are many people today who will reject Christ and accept
Satan because. they have never stopped to analyze who it is
that they accept. They fail to realize that Satan is the father of
all lies and everything that is evil and to be abhored comes from
him. Every case of sorrow, of heartache, of loneliness is a
product of the works of Satan. Every tombstone is a monument
to his efforts. The apostle Paul tells us in Rom. 5:12, through
the sin of Adam, death passed unto all men. Thus through the
temptation offered by Satan to Eve did death reign on the earth.
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Stand in the military cemeteries of the world and see the
thousands of white crosses end on end and you are made to
realize a little bit fuller all of the evil that Satan has pressed
upon man.

It is hard to conceive that a man or a woman will reject
Christ and accept Satan, but I have seen men and women, whose
cheeks were bathed in tears, stand before the open grave of a
loved one, heart broken, then turn away to continue to follow
in the footsteps of Satan, the one who causes all the heartaches,
loneliness and death of these loved ones.

Today you are either accepting Christ or rejecting him. You
are either for him or you are against him. Either you believe
that he is the son of God or you believe that he is not the son
of God. What will you do with Jesus is the age old question
ringing through your mind today.

In answering this question of what you will do with Jesus,
the question must also be asked, “What will you do with his
commands?’ For Christ said, “He that rejecteth me, and
receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word
that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day. For I
spake not from myself; but the Father that sent me, he hath
given me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should
speak. And I know that his commandment is life eternal; the
things therefore which I speak, even as the Father hath said
unto me, so I speak.” John 12:48-50. There are only two things
you can do with his commands. One is to obey them, the other
is to reject them. Today your life stands as a monument to the
obedience of the commands of the Lord Jesus or it stands as a
monument of rejection to those commands. Either you are for
the Lord or you are against him. If you are for the Lord, you
believe in him, you love him, and you will obey him. Christ said
in John the 14th chapter, “If a man love me, he will keep my
word.”

I do not see how that a thinking person would refuse to
follow after Christ in obedience, when we realize all of the
love that Christ gave for us and all of the pain and sorrow and
humiliation, and anguish that he had to endure in life that we
might be saved from our sins. Now then today you are either
showing your love for Christ by obeying his commands or else
by your rejection you are showing your lack of love. What will
you do with the command to believe? The writer of Hebrews
says in Heb. 11:6, “And without faith it is impossible to be well
pleasing unto him; for he that cometh to God must believe that
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that seek after him.”
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What will you do with the command to repent of every sin?
The apostle Paul tells us in Acts 17:30, “The times of ignorance
therefore God overlooked; but now he commandeth men that
they should all everywhere repent.” What will you do with the
command to confess his name. Christ said, “Everyone therefore
who shall confess me before men, him will I also confess before
my Father who is in heaven.” Matt. 10:32. The apostle Paul says
in Rom. 10:10, “For with the heart man believeth unto righteous-
ness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”
‘What will you do with the command to be baptized? Christ said
in Mark 16:16, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned.” The apostle
Peter said in Acts 2:38,” . . . Repent ye, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of
your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
You are making a choice today on these commands. You are
making the choice to obey them or to rebel against them. What
will you do with the commands of Christ?

In this decision of what you will do with Christ, we must
also consider the question what will you do with the Church. In
Matt. 16:18, Christ said, “And I also say unto thee, that thou
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” Paul in speaking to
the elders of Ephesus said in Acts 20:28, “Take heed unto
yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath
made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord which he
purchased with his own blood.” Therefore, the church of the
New Testament belongs to Christ and when you decide what you
will do with Jesus it involves your decision as to what you will
do with the Church. There are two things that you can do.
Either accept it just as it was established and seek through
obedience to the gospel to be added to it by the Lord, as we
read in Acts 2. Either you can reject it and accept the works
and theories of man, create some man made institution or
perpetuate some existing institution. To accept the church as
established by the Lord is to accept its name as set forth in
the New Testament. In the New Testament, the church was
referred to as: the body of Christ, the church of God, the church
of the firstborn and in Rom. 16:16, the apostle Paul said, “The
Churches of Christ salute you.” When we accept or use any
other names in designating the religious group to which we
belong, we reject the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. In Eph.
1:22-23, the apostle Paul speaking of God and Christ said, “and
he put all things in subjection under his feet, and gave him to
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be head over all things to the church, which is his body, the
fulness of him that filleth all in all.” And then in the 4th
chapter and the 4th verse, the apostle Paul said, “There is one
body . ..” What will you do with the church of the Lord Jesus
Christ, his body. What will you do with its government?
You can accept it as set forth in the New Testament, maintain-
ing local autonomy with no organizational ties of any kind
between congregations. These congregations were led by men
who meet the qualifications of elders as set forth in Paul’s first
letter to Timothy and to Titus. What will you do with the
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ must be answered by you and
by your actions. But last of all in the question, what you will do
with Christ the question must also be asked what will you do
with the plan of worship. There are two things you can do.
You can accept it as set forth in the New Testament by inspired
men or you can reject it. You reject Christ’s plan of worship
when you accept your own means and methods of worship or
when you accept that which has been devised by others. The
church of the New Testament worships God by prayer, by
singing, by giving and by commemorating the death and suffer-
ing of Christ through the Lord’s supper. To add or change or
to take away from any one of these acts of worship would be to
reject Christ’s plan of worship. What then will you do with his
plan of worship?

But someone says,he does not see how that by changing any
of these we would be rejecting Christ’s commandments, or his
church or his plan of worship. That should be easy for us to
understand. A man invents a machine. The machine is manu-
factured. Some other man comes along, takes the machine and
changes it in some manner and it is no longer the invention
of the first inventor. A master paints a picture. Another painter
comes along and alters the picture. It is no longer the pure
work of the master.

Christ before he ascended into heaven said in Matt. 28:18,
“. . . All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on
earth.” Therefore, for any man or woman to assume authority
to change his plan or his commands or his church is to reject
his authority.

God speaking on the Mount of transfiguration said, “This is
my son in whom I am well pleased”. My friends, today you will
make an important decision to accept him or reject him to obey
or rebel against him. to love him or hate him. I would plead
with all of my being that you would accept Christ and reject
Satan. Accept his commands and reject -the doctrines and
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traditions of man. Accept his church and reject denominations.
Accept his plan of worship and reject the ritual and devices
of man.

A long time ago Joshua stood before the children of Israel
as he neared his death and plead in these words in Joshua
24:14-15, “Now therefore fear Jehovah, and serve him in sincer-
ity and in truth; and put away the gods which your fathers
served beyond the river, and in Egypt and serve ye Jehovah.
Angd if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this
day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers
served that were beyond the river, or the Gods of the Amorites,
in whose land ye dwell: but as for me, and my house, we will
serve Jehovah.” I plead with you today choose you this day
whom you will serve, whether it be Christ or whether it be
Satan. You are either for Christ or you are against him. You
are either right or you are wrong. You are either for Satan or
you are against him and my prayer is at this time that you
resolve that today you will obey the Lord. I will follow after
his commands. I want to be a member of his church and obey
him. I want to do his willl. We work and pray to the end
that you will.

THE HERALD OF TRUTH—Box 1264—ABILENE, TEXAS
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