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The Power of The Bible

James D. Willeford No. 97 December 6, 1953

A truck-load of Bibles tagged for Berlin was stopped re-
cently by the Soviets at the border crossing point and was
not allowed to proceed until a special permit could be secured
from the higher authorities. The Russians claimed the Scrip-
tures were ‘propaganda material.”

They were right! We know of no material if studied
faithfully, that is more dangerous to the teachings of tot-
alitarianism than that contained in the Bible. Is it possible
that the sons of this world are wiser in their generation than
the sons of light? The Soviets take the Bible seriously; they
hold that it contains dynamite which must be handled with
care.

God’s written word, the Bible, is powerful enough to
accomplish all that God intended for it to accomplish. And
this is a truth that needs to be learned today. If this truth
is known by everyone it will help people to be satisfied
with the Bible and it alone. When men realize that the Scrip-
tures are sufficient and powerful they can better realize
that they are perfect and authoritative.

God’s word has always been powerful. When he spoke
worlds into existance that fact was manifested. He
said, ‘Let there be light,” and there was light. David said,
“He spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood
fast.” (Psa. 33:9). While Christ was on earth his words were
powerful. He said, “Peace be still,” and the winds and the
waves obeyed His voice. He said ‘“Lazarus, come forth,” and
the dead, in obedience to His word, came forth from the tomb.
Many recognize this fact but fail to realize that there is
power in the written word. But why should God’s word, though
written, be any less powerful than the words which he spoke
orally? We consider the written documents of men more bind-
ing and powerful than their spoken word. Surely, God’s word
is no less powerful when written than when spoken. Of cour-
se, God’s written word will not create worlds, it will not calm
the sea, and it will not raise the dead. But God did not have it
written for those purposes. God had the Scriptures written
for .the purpose of saving souls and preparing them for the
heavenly habitation which Christ has gone to prepare. And
the Scriptures which God gave for the purpose of saving
souls are powerful enough to accomplish that purpose. When
Christ spoke words for the purpose of raising the dead, he
accomplished that. When he spoke words for the purpose of
saving souls, then surely those words can accomplish that.

It was through the power of the written word of God that
Christ put Satan to flight. Every time Satan tempted him he
said, “It is written,” and then he quoted Scripture. The devil
could not cope with such power, and Matthew says he left
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Christ.

Christ taught the power of God’s written word in  his
account of the rich man and Lazarus. The rich man asked
Abraham to send Lazarus back into the world to warn his
brethren “lest they also come into -this place of torment.”
Abraham said to the rich man, “They have Moses and the
prophets, let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abra-

"ham, but if one went unto them from the dead, they w’i’ll

repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and.the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from
the dead.” (Lk. 16:28-31). In this place Christ taught that the
written word of God is the divine means of changing people,
and if this means fails, they are beyond redemption.

Man is in darkness and needs enlightenment. David said,
“The entrance of thy word giveth light; it giveth understand-
ing unto the simple.” (Psa. 119:130). So, we are enlightened
and informed by the word of God. In order to be saved man
must have faith, for without faith it is impossible to please
God. (Heb. 11:6). But the apostle Panl stated, “So then faith
cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God.” (Rom.
10:17). This is the only way faith can come. It does not come
by seeing; it does not come by praying. Paul says it comes by
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD. Peter said, “God made choice
among us that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the
word of the gospel and believe.” (Acts 15:7). John said these
things were written that we might believe, and have life
through Christ’s name. (John 20:31).

Man must be born again or he cannot see the kingdom
of God. (John 3:3-5). But before he can be born he must be
begotten, and tbe Bible records this statement of James: “Of
his own will begat he us with the word of truth.” (James 1:18).
Paul adds his testimony to that of James when he said, “For
in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.”
(I Cor. 4:15). So, preparatory to the new birth of water and
the Spirit, the sinner is begotten through the Gospel or th
word of God. 4

But not only is the new birth started by the gospel; it is
completed by the same means. Peter said, “Being born again,
not of corruptible seed but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth forever..And this is the word which
by the' gospel is preached unto you.” (I Peter 1:£3-25). The
apostle addressed his letter to strangers from Pontus, Galatia,
Asia, and Bithynia. (I Pet. 1:1). In the second chapter of Acts,
Luke tells us there were people from these places in Jerusalem
when the first gospel sermon was preached after the resurrec-
tion of Christ. Doubtless some of these same people obeyed the
Holy Spirit when he said through the apostles, “Repent and
be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of your sins.” (Acts 2:38). Many years later
Peter wrote these Christians and reminded them that they
were born again by the word of God which was the preaching
of the Gospel.
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Christ said to his disciples, “Now ye are clean through
the word which I have spoken unto youw.” (John 15:3) In a
prayer to the Father, Jesus said, “Sanctify them through thy
truth, thy word is truth..” (John 17:17). So there is power
in the word of Christ to samctify and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. {

The power of spiritual life is in the Bible. In the parable
of the sower Jesus taught that the germ of life is in God’s
word. He reminded his disciples that a farmer had to sow
seed.to produce plants, and from this known law of sowing
and reaping He taught that His word must be sown in.the
hearts of the people to produce Christians. Jesus said the seed
that will perpetuate his kingdom :among men is the word
of God. (Lk. 8:11) This is why we mnever find Christians
in lands where the Bible has not gone. It must be :-planted in
human hearts to produce Christians. They cannot come in any
other way.

We all know that pure wheat seed will produce nothing
but wheat. There is no power in wheat seed to produce. oats or
barley. And there is no power in the word of God to produce
anything. but Christians. When the seed of the kingdom is
planted in the hearts of men it will produce nothing but Chris-
tians.. If anything else is produced some other kind of seed
must be added to God’s word, and in that case His word ceases
to-be pure. I am sure that we will all agree that since the
Bible has within it the power of Spiritual life, we should fill
good and honest hearts with nothing but God’s word.

The apostle Paul sums up the power which. God has placed
within the Bible when he said, ‘“For I am not ashamed of the
Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to .the
Greek.” (Rom. 1:16). My friends, can you think of anything
you need in being saved that is not supplied by the Secriptures?
Do you need light? Do you need sanctification? Do you need
cleansing? These come through the word of God. And if you
would receive these things you must go to the word of God
for them.

And yet,.-some refer to the word of God as a “Dead Letter.”
It has been called that by men who claim to be preachers of
the word. The Lord stressed the fact that His word is not
a dead letter when he said, “For the word of God is quick
and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and in-
tents of the heart.” (Heb. 4:12). Christ’s power to save has
been offered to us through the New Testament. Paul certainly
did not subscribe to the view that the word of Christ is a dead
letter. He said it is quick and powerful Is it not dlsrespectful to
the word of God to call it dead? It is not dead! It is-the power
of God unto salvation! It leads, and guides, and gives light.
It quickens, and begets, and cleanses. It sanctifies, and saves.
Surely something dead cannot do all of this!
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Some look upon the Bible as nothing more than a doc-
ument composed of ink and paper. They cannot conceive of
a written document having any power. But we can all under-
stand how a written proclamation of our President or a law
of Congress can move the nation to action. The power is in

‘the President and the Congress but it is conveyed to us through

the written message or law. The same principle is true
of the Bible. The power of salvation rests in God, but He has
chosen to exercise it through his word. Paul says the word of
God is the sword of the Spirit. (Eph. 6:17). It is with the
Spirit’s sword, the word, that God pricks our hearts and leads
us to repentance. An outstanding Bible scholar has said, “Let

" us put the Word of God upon its trial. Let us not treat it as a

dead, unmeaning, monotonous thing, to be carried in the hand,
read at church, or suffered on the table; but rather as a living
person to be questioned, to be listened to. So treated, the Bible
will become ‘to us a voice, not a page only.” (Dean Vaughn in
Gray’s Biblical Museum, pp. 660, 661.) I have heard people pray
for the Lord to come down and save them. I have heard preach-
ers urge sinners to kneel and pray for pardon. It is significant
that no inspired preacher of the New Testament ever told sin-
ners to pray for salvation. Instead of telling them to pray for
salvation he preached to them the word of God, and then urged
them to believe it and obey it. He told them exactly what to do
to be saved, and when they did it they went on their way rejoic-
ing. The gospel is the power of God unto salvation. Why should
a person pray to the Lord for salvation? What is there for the
Lord to do that he has not already done? He has provided
all things, he invites us to come and be saved, and he urges
that we do this at once. What is there for the lost person to
pray for? Now, don’t misunderstand me and think that I do
not. believe in prayer. I do believe very strongly in prayer.
But I do not believe that an alien sinner is to pray for salvation.
He already has the gospel which is the power of God unto sal-
vation. He should accept it and obey it and be saved thereby.
If you are lost today, I am not urging that you kneel and pray
this instant for salvation. I am urging that you believe and obey
the gospel for that is the only way salvation can come to you.
The mysticism that has so long shrouded the plan of salvation
must be removed. This plan must stand out in its original
purity, power and simplicity. An intelligent God gave to intelli-
gent human beings, through the Holy Spirit, the Scriptures.
In them he has told us how to be saved. I believe in the power
of God’s word; it can perfectly accomplish that for wich it
was given by Jehovah.

Not only is the gospel the power of God to bring us sal-
vation from past sins; but it is God’s power to keep us saved.
Peter says we “are kept by the power of God through faith
unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” (I Pet.1:5)
The power of God is the gospel. (Rom. 1:16). Paul reminded
Christians that he had preached unto them the gospel which
he said. “ye have recieved, and wherein ye stand; By which
also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I have preached
unto you.” (I Cor. 15:2). So the gospel is God’s means of saving
us and keeping us saved. Surely there is no power compar-
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~able to it in all this world!

b *'We nlead with you to be satisfied with the:Bible and the
" Bible alone. Believe in its authority and you will become dis-
-satisfied with the creeds of men. Believe in its perfection and
" “you will not be swept about by the strange doctrines of modern
"prophets ‘“so-called.” Believe  in its power, and you will not
be looking for and expecting some mysterious way of salvation,
but you will be saved in God’s way.

Christ said, “The words I have spoken to you, the same
shall judge you in the last day.” (John 12:48). In that Day we
shall not be judged by the creeds and opinions of men, but by
the blessed word of God. When you stand before Him and he
opens the book, the one supreme question will be, “Did you
believe and obey my Word?” If you have not obeyed the gospel
will you not rise in the Lord’s name and do so today?
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