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July Report

During the month of July we have had some moving ser-
mons brought by outstanding men. We are grateful to Broth-
er E. R. Harper for his sermon on “The Priesthood of Christ
and Its Significance”, and to Brother Harold Thomas for
his inspiring lesson, “We Plead for Faith.”

‘We are happy to have Brother Willeford on the air for his
second series of the network program. There are some out-
standing lessons ahead on the Bible which should arouse a
great deal of interest throughout the nation.

Check your radio log for the radio changes and additions to
the program. It is difficult many times to keep this radio log up
te date with new time or call letters, in addition to the stations
that are added.

‘We have found recently that quite a few stations are car-
rying the program on a sustaining basis and we do not have
any knowledge of this. If the station over which you listen to
the program is not listed or the information concerning it is
wrong, we would appreciate it if you would notify us.

Plans are being completed for a very fine origination
broadcast in Neosho, Missouri, on the eleventh of October. This
congregation is very efficiently laying plans for advertise-
ment in reaching those who are not members of the Body of
Christ.

We are glad to send a free copy of the sermons requested,
but we have found that it runs into a great deal of added ex-
pense when more than one copy is requested by one person
and no contribution is enclosed for the cost of printing. We
are happy to send as many as any person desires, but we do
need some help on the cost of printing of the sermons. We
would appreciate your consideration of this need. Of the many
letters that we receive, the ones that give us as much comfort
and courage as anything else are those stating that you are
praying unceasingly on our behalf. We need your prayers. Do
not fail us in this.

Page 4

In This Month’s Mail

Ballston Spa, N. Y.

July 5, 1953
Dear Mr. Nichols:
With a grateful heart I am writing these lines to you.
Last winter I wrote you, telling how I had been listening to
and enjoying your wonderful sermons, on my radio. I asked
God for forgiveness and had been praying that I might find a
way to become baptized.
About the latter part of May the most wonderful thing
happened to me. One Sunday someone rapped at my door and
the man informed me they were from the Churches of Christ
in Schenectady. I do not believe you can understand my great
surprise and pleasure in really meeting someone from the Church
I had been listening to all winter.
The following Sunday, June T7th, a family belonging to this
church began taking me to Schenectady to the morning ser-
vices and I have been to a Bible study in Albany and today
they took me to both morning services and evening services.
Last Sunday, thank God, I was baptized and now belong to the
Church of Christ. I just want you to know how much I appre-
ciate you sending my name in to these wonderful kind Chris-
tian people at 13 Union Stireet, in Schenectady. I also listen to
the “Herald of Truth”, Sunday afternoon at two o’clock.
I have not received your sermon since June 7. I appreciate
what you have sent me and would be very pleased if you
would continue sending them to me. Could you please send me
the ones I have missed since June T7th?
Thanking you for everything, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. L. V. W.

(Name on File)

Church of Christ

Portland, Oregon
The Herald of Truth d
Abilene, Texas
Dear Brethren:
On the 18th of June, one of our visitors to the lady’s Bible
class stated her desire to obey the Gospel and become a mem-
ber of the New Testament Church.
Having heard the Herald of Truth radio broadcast, she
learned the truth and was baptized into Christ. She said she
had been listening for some time to your program, which
made her realize more and more that denominationalism can-
not save.
This case is only typical of many in this area. Numbers of
precious souls in this locality are hearing the truth and obey-
ing it through this program.
May God richly bless you in heralding the greatest cause on
earth.

Yours in Christ,

(Signed, Name on File)
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The Priesthood of Chniot - -
72 ¢ Siguificance.

By E. R. Harper July 5, 1953

No church is stronger than its priesthood. If it is wrong
the church is wrong, for around it centers the power, the
strength, the value of any religion. The priesthood of Christ
therefore is the very heart around which the Christian religion
is built. It is one of if not the most important studies in the New
Testament, for everything mnecessary to our salvation is
centered around the Priesthood of Christ.

There are vital questions we need to understand with re-
ference to the Priesthood of the Bible. The first is, How many
different priesthoods has God given to man?

The Lord has given three priesthoods to mankind. All
others are the inventions of man. The first was that known as
the Patriarchal Priesthood. This for 2,500 years was the only
priesthood known to man. It was called the Patriarchal Priest-
hood because the father officiated. In Gen. 12:7 Abraham
erected an altar at Bethel and called upon the name of the Lord.
In Gen. 14:17 is the account of Melchisedec who is called the
“Priest of the Most High God”. All these were before the giv-
ing of the Law of Moses and it was that priesthood under which
men like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob approached God.

To the Gentile world this priesthood continued wuntil the
coming of the priesthood of Christ.

JEWISH PRIESTHOOD

After 2,500 years under one priesthood, God separated the
children of Israel from the Gentiles, giving to them another
priesthood. This was the Levitical Priesthoed. In Numbers 17
is the selection of the tribe of of Levi through Aaron. Moses
commanded the children of Israel to bring him 12 rods, rep-
resenting the 12 tribes of Israel. When Moses went into the
Tabernacle of Witness, the rod of Aaron was budded. In Num-
bers 18:1 the Lord conferred the priesthood upon Aaren and
his sons, with this warning in verse 7, “THE STRANGER THAT
COMETH NIGH SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH”.

Thus we see by this budding rod of Aaron’s, God had
selected Aaron and his sons as priests in the Jewish worship.
No man dared take this unto himself who was not of the tribe
of.Levi and a descendant of Aaron, lest he die. This one
point is significant in this study of the priesthoods of the Bible.
Unless God makes you a HIGH PRIEST, to claim that office
for yourself is to have the wrath of God meted out upon you.
No man dare change it, or alter it. This is why a study in
the Priesthoods of the Bible is of such vital importance. Just
as this brought physical death then, to violate God’s plans
or to assume unlawfully the place of God’s High Priest today,
will mean spiritual death now.
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This Levitical priesthood was also to last until the coming
of the Priesthood of Christ. At that time both Jews and
Gentiles were again to be united under one priesthood. Under
these they have offered only the blood of animals. It was for
this reason they had to give way to a new and better priest-
hood that man might have his sins forgiven.

THE PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST

This brings us to our study of the Priesthood of Christ
which is the third of the priesthoods given to man. This is
sometimes referred to as the Melchisedec Priesthood. No such
order exists in the New Testament. It is the Priesthood of
Christ after the order of Melchisedec. Melchisedec was both
“priest and King” at the same time, Heb. 7:1. There is no re-
cord where he inherited his priesthood from another, nor left
it to a descendant. Just so with Christ; he was after this order
rather than that of Aaron, for He too was both “priest and King”
at the same time, Zech. 6:12. Christ did not inherit the office
of priest. Neither will he hand it down to another.

Under the priesthood of Christ He is the only High priest,
and every Christian is a common priest with no orders or ranks
among them. They make up the royal, spiritual priesthood
spoken of by Peter in 1 Peter 2:5-9. The reason for this change
of priesthoods is given in Heb. 7:11-12, “If therefore PER-
FECTION were by the Levitical priesthood, what further need
was there that ANOTHER PRIEST should rise after the
order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of
Aaron? For the PRIESTHOOD BEING CHANGED, there
is made of NECESSITY a change also of the law.”

This FOREVER forbids the Aaronic Priesthood’s being
in force during the priesthood of Christ. This NEW PRIEST-
HOOD is that of Christ and is the LAST ever to be given to
man, for it can bring PERFECTION, SALVATION, FORGIVE-
NESS OF SINS to the lost of this earth. Man therefore needs
no other. In this priesthood all mankind is again brought
together under one priesthood. It is the golden age, the SUN
LIGHT DISPENSATION of God to man. To reject the bless-
ings offered to man by this priesthood is to forever be lost,
for Paul says in Heb. 10:26, “For if we sin wilfully after that
we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth
NO MORE SACRIFICE FOR SINS.” This sacrifice made by
Christ for our sins is absolutely the very last. That is why
you MUST UNDERSTAND CORRECTLY how to obtain these
blessings made possible hy Christ, our High Priest.

THE QUALIFICATIONS

The first of our questions has now been answered. There
have been three systems of priesthoods: the Patriarchal, the
Jewish, and the Priesthood of Christ. Our next question is, What
are the qualifications for this New Priesthood?

To become the High Priest of God under this new system
one had to be “without sin” In Heb. 4:14-15 the writer says;
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‘“We have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, who was in all points tempted as we are,
yet without sin”. There lives not a man among us who posses-
8es these qualifications.This is why the churches of Christ do
not have men posing as God’s high priests today. None of us
has ever lived “without sin” and not one of us has ever gone in-
to the “heavens”.

Again to qualify as the High Priest under this New Order
one had to “die for the sins of the people”. In Heb. 2:9 we read,
“he was crowned with glory and honour; that he might taste
death for every man.” “He became obedient unto death, even
the death, of the cross,” Phil. 2:8. Unless I have died on the
Roman Cross for every man, I cannot qualify as the High
Priest of God. No man but the Christ has ever so done, there-
fore no man save the Christ can ever be the High Priest of God.
Under the Levitical Priesthood God had only ONE OFFICIAT-
ING HIGH PRIEST AT THE TIME. Under this new system he
has only one High Priest, and he tells us who he is, CHRIST
JESUS OUR LORD. This eliminates every man on earth from
qualifying as God’s High Priest.

To become the High Priest of God under this new order, one
had to “bear the sins of the people”. Peter in 1 Pet. 2:22-24, says
this of Christ, “Who his own self BARE OUR SINS IN HIS
OWN BODY ON THE TREE, that WE, being DEAD TO SINS,
should LIVE UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Such passages are all
you need to prove that no man today can qualify as God’s High
Priest. What man among us has ever died on the tree to bear
our sing in his own body? What man among us poor humans of
this earth would dare say we have NEVER SINNED and that
no GUILE was ever found in our mouths? These are some of the
reasons why churches of Christ do not claim to have High
Priests of God on earth. No man but the Christ has ever been
or will ever be able to so qualify and for us to claim such a
high and exalted position on earth would, to us, be taking unto
ourselves an honour bestowed upon Christ alone. We would
have to claim perfection; to be as good as Christ, if we are to
be God’s HIGH PRIESTS in this new order.

Therefore we are meade to believe by this study of the Bible
that the qualifications of the High Priest are so great that all
orders of human eartaly priesthoods are forbidden.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS PRIESTHOOD

The proper understanding of the purpose of the priesthood
of Christ, we believe, prohibits any man among us from being
a high priest of God. No man today can fulfill the purpose de-
signed by the Father for the office of High Priest. His purpose
was to become our “sin offering”. In Heb. 5:26-27 Paul says,
“For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the
heavens, who needed not daily as those high priests (those un-
der the law) to OFFER up sacrifices, first for his own sins, and
then for the people’s: for this he did ONCE, when he offered
up himself.” What man among us can claim to have all his life
lived ‘“holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners and ex-
alted higher than the heavens”? What man among us has off-
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ered himself up for the sins of the people as has the Christ?
Unless we have, we cannot claim to be God’s High Priest on
earth,

Another purpose of the High Priest is found in Heb. 2:17.
It reads, “Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be made
like unto his brethern, THAT he might be a merciful and
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make RE-
CONCILIATION FOR THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE.” Has any
man among us ever done this? Then he is not God’s High
Priest.

Another purpose was to “make intercession for us” “to save
us to the uttermost”. Heb. 7:25. Who is able to do this? Only
Christ our High Priest.

The last to which I call your attention concerning the pur-
pose of this priesthood is, he came to “obtain eternal redempt-
ion for us”. In Heb. 9:11-12 the writer speaking of Christ says,
“By his own blood he entered in once into the holy place,
HAVING OBTAINED ETERNAL REDEMPTION FOR US.”

This sums up the purpese of God’s High Priest under the
third, the Priesthood of Christ. This eliminates all men from
the office of High Priest, for not one of us, by our own blood,
has entered into heaven or can enter to obtain man’s eternal
redemption from sin.

HOW LONG IS THIS TO LAST?

Our next question is, How long will Christ’s priesthood last?
In Heb. 5:6 it says; “Thou art a priest forever after the order
of Melchisedec,” and in Heb. 7:24 Paul says, “BUT THIS MAN
(CHRIST) because he CONTINUETH EVER hath an TUN-
CHANGEABLE PRIESTHOOD.” In Heb. 5:4 the writer lays
down the OCNE argument that forever blights all efforts of man
to create a system of priestcraft by which men may receive
remission of sins. Paul says, “No man taketh this honour unto
himself, but he that is called of God as was .Aaron”.
Then he said, “So also Christ glorified not himself to be made
an high priest, but he (that is, God) said unto him, Thou art my
Son, today have I begotten thee. “Thou art a priest forever
after the order of Melchisedec.” God made Christ this High
Priest. How long is Christ to be High Priest? “Forever”
with an ‘“unchangeable priesthood”.

Since God in this new order has only one HIGH PRIEST
AT THE TIME and his office is forever and unchangeable, 1
ask this very pointed question, Whence cometh all the various
orders of PRIESTCRAFT today, all claiming to be “called of
God as was Aaron”? Friends, Christ would either have to die
or surrender his priestly office before one could serve as High
Priest. This, the Bible shows, he will never do. For me to
claim, therefore, the office of a High Priest would be to take
unto myself an honour that God alone has bestowed upon his
Son Christ Jesus and that forever.
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OVER WHAT IS CHRIST THE HIGH PRIEST?

1 trust the importance of our next question may be properly
evaluated. Over what is Christ the High Priest? Here is the
danger spot in our religious thinking. In Heb. 10:21 Paul says,
“And having an high priest OVER THE HOUSE OF GOD, let
us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.”
Who may draw near in full assurance of faith? Only
the House of God over which Christ is the High Priest. Paul
says in 1 Tim. 3:15 the ‘“house of God is the church of the liv-
ing God.” Hence Christ is the “high priest over the church.” To
enjoy the blessings made possible by Christ, the High Priest, we
must therefore be in the church, for it is over the church he sits
and officiates as God’s High Priest. The blessings therefore
to be enjoyed by God’s High Priest are limited only to those in
his house, the church.

The High Priest is the one who talks to God for us. The
prophets talked to us for God, but not so with the High Priest.
He is our spokesman to God. This is why you must be in his
house, his church. Unless you can save yourself, unless you
can be saved apart from Christ, our high priest, our spokesman,
then you must be in his church where he can speak for you.
To die out of that church is to die outside the blessings made
possible by Christ our High Priest, for said he, through Paul,
in Eph. 2:16, we are “reconciled unto God by the cross in one
body”, which is the church. To share in his blessings you must
know where to find Christ, the High Priest. You have found
him now. He is over the church as her high priest. Whatever
it takes to come into that church, that is what it takes to be
saved, for it is the church that shall be “presented to Christ”
at his coming, Eph. 5:27.

This brings to our minds the question, When did these
blessings by our High Priest become effective? In Heb. 10:19-20
Paul says, Christ had “Boldness to enter into the holiest by
the BLOOD OF CHRIST, by a NEW and LIVING WAY, which
he hath consecrated for us through the veilthat is to say his
flesh.” That is, by his death. There is no doubt therefore as to
the time when all of this is to begin. Christ had to die, and
by his blood enter into heaven and present himself before the
Father as the “sin offering for the world”. It was by this He
perfected a NEW WAY, a LIVING WAY, a way by which
men could actually receive remission of sins and have the pro-
mise of a ressurrection from the dead and hope of life eternal.

ERRCRS ELIMINATED

Before we begin the study of “errors eliminated”, this one
final thought concerning the priesthood of Christ. Paul says
in Heb. 8:4, “If he were on earth he would not be a priest.”
This eliminates forever any High Priest under this third priest-
hood serving as such on earth. This places his priestly office

in heaven. His being a king while priest, Zech. 6:12, places his
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throne also in heaven. Hence He is today both “king and priest”.
As I said before, this eliminates all possibility of his ever being
king upon this earth.

From our study thus far we find the following theories
which we believe are eliminated: 1. It eliminates all orders of
earthly priestcraft. 2. It eliminates the possibility of two priest-
hoods existing at the same time, for the priesthood of Aaron had
to give way before Christ could become our high priest, Heb.
4:12. 3. It defeats the common belief that man is saved out
of the church, for Christ is High Priest over the church. 4. It
destroys all theories that place the beginning of the church and
remission of sins by the blood of Christ BEFORE the death of
Christ. 5. It shows clearly that salvation through Christ the
High Priest had to begin after Christ entered into the holiest
of all having made reconciliation for our sins through his
flesh. 6. It refutes the idea that God has separate plans for his
people, for all are brought together again under one priesthood,
that of Christ, and are reconciled alike unto God by the cross
in one body, the church. Eph. 2:16; Eph. 3:6. 7. It refutes the
future reign of Christ on earth, for Zech. 6:12 declares Christ
would be a ‘“priest upon his throne”. Since he could not be a
priest on earth, Heb. 8:4, but is priest while on his throne,
it follows as the night the day he can never be king on this
earth. Since he is priest now, it stands without controversy
that he is king now and reigning on David’s throne. 8. It re-
futes the theory of “salvation by faith only” because for man
to share in the blessings of the priesthood of Christ he must
be in the church over which Christ officiates as God’s high
priest and for him to enter that church he must be baptized, 1
Cor. 12:13.

The closing question for our consideration is, “How did
men in the first century become members of this church over
which Christ is High Priest?” In Acts chapter two, we find
the answer. Christ has now presented himself before the
Father. It is Pentecost. The apostles are preaching. The
people, cut to their hearts, ask Peter and the rest of the apos-
tles, “Men and brethern, What shall we do?” Peter gives a simple
answer, “Repent and be baptized EVERY ONE OF YOU in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” In verse 41 they were
baptized and 3,000 were added. In verse 47 “the Lord added
to the church daily such as should be saved.” To what church
were thgy added? It could have been only one: the church the
Lord built. Mt. 16:18. If you will do just what they did, it will
make you a member of the same church, If not, why not? This
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is what churches of Christ believe and preach all over the world.
In that church you will have Christ as your High Priest and
through his precious blood your sins may be forgiven. You
should study therefore to know the truth of this subject, for
your soul is too precious to be lost. Let no man cause you to
believe that the TRADITIONS of the church or MODERN reve-
lations are better or just as good as the precious book the
Bible. They all want us to believe they accept the Bible as a
“revelation from God”. If it is, then traditions, modern reve-
lations, must not contradict this admitted revelation from God.
If so, this is a false revelation or the others are false and
the invention of the minds of men. Revelations from God must
not conflict. Study this precious old book, the Bible; believe
her sacred pages; abide by her instructions; and the word of
the Lord will safely anchor you on the other side where your
High Priest, Christ the Lord, will be waiting for you, IF you
are in his house over which he officiates as your high priest.

We Plead for Facth

By Harold Thomas July 12, 1953

When John the Apostle wrote the gospel that bears his
name he had a purpose, and God had a purpose in its writing.
It was written to be read and to create in its readers and those
who heard it faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God.

“Many other signs truly did Jesus ... that are not written
in this book . . . but these are written that you might believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you
may have life in his name”. John 20:30-31.

Luke had a purpose when he wrote the third book of our
New Testament. He wrote that his friend, Theophilus, might
know the truth concerning the things of which he had been in-
structed. Luke 1:4.

It is clearly true that the whole of our New Testament —
the gospels and Acts and the letters — were written to create
and renew faith.

And it must be the aim of all true preaching to renew and
strengthen the faith in God and in Jesus Christ his Son.

Much preaching has failed to build and strengthen faith.
That is clear from the facts that are obvious to us all.

: There has never been a time in America when so many of
its people were being reached by the message of the churches.

There are the multitudes of those who preach in its pulpits
and there are those whose audiences are multiplied thousands
of times by the means of radio, television and the press.

And yet sin and sadness are abroad in the land as never
before. The ratio of divorce mounts steadily above figures that
have seemed impossible. A great many marriages end in
divorce. An evil going hand in hand with divorce and resulting
in part from it is the mounting, appalling juvenile delinquency,
not to speak of other crime. Mental institutions of which there
are more than ever before, are hopelessly overcrowded and in-
adequate to accommodate the people who need their care.

Drunkenness is so commonplace that few regard it as a sin.
Addiction to narcotics has developed to such proportions as to
scandalize our people. And, accustomed as we are to corrup-
tion, we have been shocked in recent years by the prevalence
of it in the highest levels of political office and responsibility.
Our country, that we have wanted to call a Christian country,
is far from being Christian.
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Why is this? Is Christianity a failure? Does it have no
power to cleanse the hearts and lives of men? What is wrong?

No, my friends, Christianity has not failed, but our water-
ed-down substitutes for Christianity have failed and are fail-
ing.

Try to stand off at a distance if you can in your imagin-
ation and look at what is the representation of Christianity to
the world. What do you see and hear?

In the first place, you see over three hundred different
varieties of professed Christians. And you hear not a harm-
onious chorus of voices from these many, many variations of
religious beliefs but a discordant swelling of contradictory
messages. It is bedlam. It is Babel!

Is it any wonder that such persons taking such a view of
the picture should be disappointed, confused or disgusted? Many
have been — multitudes have been.

And a look within these many religions reveals that not
only is this disappointment, confusion and disgust in those
people who have refused to have anything to do with Christi-
anity, but many, many of those whose names are on the rolls of
the various bodies are also afflicted. And it is because of such
confusion, disappointment and disgust of professed Christians
that worldliness and wickedness mount in their lives. And this
worldliness and wickedness burdens Christianity with the
stigma of hyprocrisy. It is a vicious cycle and it grows more
and more vicious.

What is the basic failure? It is that people have turned
away from plain, pure and primitive Christianity to various
combinations of that Christianity with the doctrines and trad-
itions of men. These hybrid religions have lost their vital force.
“The sons of God have married the daughters of men”.

In other words, for various reasons great numbers of pro-
fessed Christians are not people who have been compelled by
their personal need of Christ or faith in Him to obey Him.
They have accepted a formal relationship to some movement
that has adopted some of His teachings.

Our Bibles were written that men might have faith — and
having faith in Jesus Christ as the son of God, they might be
saved. But these many people have not read their Bibles nor
have they heard the entire Bible message — only extracts from
that message, and so they do not truly know Jesus the Christ.

I have been told the story of an oil driller who moved from
Pennsylvania to Texas to work in the oil fields. He used his ex-
perience and knowledge and leased up land and drilled for oil.
He found it and became rich. Then with hi¢ riches he wanted

a larger measure of respectability, so he decided to join a
church. He approached one denomination and was welcomed.

“But we’ll have to ask you a question,” their representative
said. “Where was Jesus born?”
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“Philadelphia,” the former Pennsylvanian replied.

He was rejected and he approached another denomination.
Its preacher asked the same question.

“Pittsburg,” was the confident second guess.

But he was wrong and again he was rejected. He tried a-
gain with a third denomination and was taken without a ques-
tion.

“But”, he said to the preacher, “I want to ask you a ques-
tion.”

“What is it?” the preacher asked.

“Where was Jesus born?”’ the newly-accepted member in-
quired.

The preacher said, “In Bethlehem.”

“] knew it was some town in Pennsylvania,” the man said,
“pbut I couldn’t think which one it was.”

I don’t tell that as a true story but I tell it as one that
could be close to the experience of many members of many
churches. And where it is close to their experience Jesus does
not become a dynamic force to them for righteous or godly
living.

One eminent churchman puts it this way: “Something in-
side the churches is wrong, and one aspect of that wrong is
obvious: millions of our church members are second-hand
Christians. Their Christianity is formal not vital; they have
inherited it from their families, borrowed it from their friends,
taken it over like the cut of their clothes from the fashion of
their group ... They are Christians by hearsay rather than by
vital inward apprehension and insight.”” (Harry Emerson
Fosdick in Faith for Tough Times.)

Another in the foreward of his book, Early Christians of
the 21st Century, states it this way: “Millions of Christians live
in a sentimental haze of vague piety, with soft organ music
trembling in the lovely light from stained glass windows. Their
religion is a thing of pleasant emotional quivers, divorced
from the intellect and demanding little except lip service to a
few harmless platitudes.”

In an early chapter the same author says, “The impressivie
statistics of church membership should deceive no one ... Even
if the figures were all accurate, they would mean little. Many
church members never go to church—or only at Christmas and
Easter. Many who do go tochurch or say an occasional private
prayer are indulging in empty routine . .. In many churches
the quality of Christianity has declined until there is little left
save the golden rule, a few social injuctions and vague aspir-
ations toward a well-integrated personality.” (This author is
Chad Walsh)
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We are pleading for a return of plain, pure, primitive Chris-
tianity — to a Christianity that sprang out of faith in Jesus.
Christ. We are pleading for faith in Jesus Christ as the Son ot_’
©od — personal faith that derives from a personal, prayerful
study of the primary sources of our religious knowledge. Do
not depend on hearsay. Do not depend on traditions. Ge to your
Bible. Search it. Read for yourself.

Acts the seventeenth chapter tells us of Paul’s work im
Berea. And this is the word that is said of the Bereans — that
they searched the scriptures to see whether or not the things
preached by Paul were true.

That is our appeal to you. We ask you to search the scrip-
tures. This must be the only valid basis of faith. “Faith comes
by hearing the word of God.” Romans 10:17.

This faith in the word of God alone for which we are plead-
fng must be the foundation for anything that we would impress
upon you. It is because of such faith that we insist on what the
Bible alone teaches about baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and plain
New Testament worship.

“Without faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews
11:6) and “Whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Romans 14:23).
Anything we do in the area of religion should be done in con-
fidence and assurance that such is the will of God. No man
should go through any rite with the idea that it has no validity
or significiance. In such a case, his acts would be “sounding
brass and clanging cymbals.” It is just the prevalence of such
practice that has brought much religion to the tastelessness,
it has for men. “The salt has lost its savor.”

Emil Brunner in his book, The Divine-Human Encounter,
which is a study of the meaning of faith, said that the baptizing
of infants is the scandal of modern Christianity because it vio-
lates the essential nature of faith by which men can make a
due and fitting response to God.

Any act which claims to be religious and is less than the
knowing, willing response to God’s being and will and His
“grace in kindness in Jesus Christ” would to us be sacrilege.

It was just such mockery of real religion which Jesus most
despised and on which he heaped his most violent words. He
exposed in its true colors the selfishness of many who gave
alms, the pride of many who prayed, the desire of the teachers
for the chief seats in the synagogues and for the titles of honor
the people would give them. And he revealed that humble
thoughts of God were sadly lacking in them.

And Jesus had a strong rebuke for those who exalted
human traditions and despised divine commands. “In vain do
you worship me, teaching for doctrine the commandments of
men” (Matt. 15:9). This is violating faith. Men cannot in
faith exalt human traditions. Men cannot in faith disobey or ne-
glect God’s commands. And you who will read your Bibles and
search for yourselves concerning Jesus Christ and his will for
men will quickly see that men have multiplied unscriptural
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practices and institutions and set aside the simple pattern of
New Testament Christianity.

You see, since Jesus is truly the Son of God, since he is
really the one by whom God and God’s will have been revealed,
‘we should listen to what He said and obey Him.

And since He did choose Apostles to relay His instruction
and guidance, and the Holy Spirit empowered them to speak
and directed them in their actions, we should listen to what
they said and obey their words. In such a case their words are
His words, and their example and the example of the churches
they led demonstrate His will. We believe in their words and
obey their commands because they speak for Him and we fol-
low Him because He is the Son of God.

Actually there are many who have done just what we plead
with you to do. They have refused any longer to let human
opinions and traditions chart their religious course and have
turned to their Bibles to find the will of God in Christ. They
have believed in the only Son of God. They have confessed
their faith. They have turned from their sins and have been
baptized for the forgiveness of their sins in His name. They
have determined to follow Him in their daily living and to be
governed by the New Testament which He sealed with His
blood in all their religious life and practice. They are Christians
and Christians only. They are members of His church — and
only of that church to which God adds men who truly believe in
His Son and who obey Him from their hearts.



Dufant Scuners

By James D. Willeford July 19, 1953

A few years ago a preacher stood in his pulpit in a little
town of East Texas and said to an American audience, “There
are infants lost not a span long.” It is needless to say that
some of the people in that audience rejected the preacher’s as-
sertion for they could not believe it.

This case brings before us a doctrine that is prevalent in
many denominations. One Catechism says, quote, “From Adam
all men inherit original sin”. In the book, “Father Smith In-
structs Jackson”, Mr. John F. Noll says, “Our souls, being de-
prived of the supernatural beauty of grace, are not in con-
dition to enter a state of supernatural glory — not even the
soul of a little child who has no personal sin, but has inherited
original sin.” The Augsburg Confession of Faith says, “since
the fall of Adam, all men . .. are born sinners” (unquote). These
quotations are given to state the case fairly of those who bel-
lieve that infants are born under the guilt of sin.

We believe the word of God teaches no such doctrine. It may
be the belief of some that little children are burdened with the
guilt of Adam’s sin, but we cannot accept it as a true belief for
the Bible says faith comes by hearing the Word of God, (Rom.
10:17). God’s word does not teach that infants are born sinners.

It is impossible for sin to be inherited, for sin is the tran-
gression of God’s law. Sin is the act of violating God’s will, and
the act of one man cannot be inherited by another. If a man
commits a sin his children may suffer the consequences of his
act, but they do not suffer the guilt of it.

In I John 3:4 the Lord says, “Whosoever committeth sin
transgresseth also the law; for sin is the transgression of the
law.” In what way has an infant transgressed the law of God?
Since sin is the transgression of law, a person is never guilty
until he commits an act of transgression. Sin is not inherited
for it is something a person does of his own choice. The Lord
holds us responsible for what we do for he says everyone of
us shall give an account of himself unto God, (Romans 14:12).
The Bible clearly teaches that sin is committed; not inherited.

The whole question of sin should be restudied by the re-
ligious world. When we take the Bible defirition of sin, and we
learn what it is, we cannot believe it is inherited. The Lord
says a person sins after he is drawn away of his own lust, and
that sin brings forth death, (Jas. 1:13, 14). Many religious
creeds have reversed the Lord’s order. They have us born
dead in sin because of what Adam did. But the Bible says sin is
committed after a person is drawn away by his own lust and
that death follows sin.

Upon the idea that we inherit sin from Adam has grown
Page 20
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the practice of sprinkling water upon babies. The Lord says
we are to baptize believers, (Mark 16:16). The doctrine that
infants are sinners contradicts the Bible, and leads to an un-
scriptural practice among religious people. Thus the theory is
wrong and should be discarded.

Spiritual corruption at birth is impossible for we received
our spirit from God. Paul said, “We have had fathers of our
flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence; shall
we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits
and live?’, (Heb. 12:9). The Old Testament prophet said God
“formeth the spirit of man within him,” (Zech 12:1). Solomon
said, the spirit will return to God who gave it, (Eccl. 12:7).
Since the spirit came from God and not Adam it could not be
sinful at birth. It does not partake of Adam’s nature. Our body
came by the natural law of the flesh and is subject to death
since death resulted from Adam’s sin, but the spirit came from
God and is subject to sin only after we yield to it,(Rom. 6:13).

If we inherit Adam’s sin why do we not inherit the sins of
all our foreparents? We descended from them the same as we
did from Adam. Can you imagine a God who would lay upon
the soul of a little child the actual guilt of all its ancestors?
That is no more objectionable than the thought that God holds
a child guilty of Adam’s sin. In Ezekiel 18 the Lord said, “What
mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel,
saying, the fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge? As I live, saith the Lord God, ye shall not
have occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel. Behold,
all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul is
the son of mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die . . . The son
shall not hear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father
bear the iniquity of the son, (Ezek.18:2-4, 20).

The Bible says the soul that sins shall die, and the son
shall not bear the iniquity of the father. It also says that if the
wicked will turn from the sins he has committed he shall live. It
does not say that if the wicked shall turn from the sins he in-
herited at birth he shall live. But he must turn from the sins
he committed.

‘We can rest assured that little children are not sinful at
birth for Christ said to his disciples, “Except ye be converted,
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the king-
dom of heaven,” (Matt. 18:3). Jesus says we must be changed
into the likeness of children. If the little child is a sinner, then
the converted man is a sinner. When a man is converted, he is
redeemed by the blood of Christ, and his sins are forgiven,
(Col. 1:14). But he is no better than an innocent child. Christ
says, “Of such is the kingdom of heaven.” Would Jesus say the
kingdom of heaven is made up of people who are like children
if infants are born sinners? The Lord drew children to his
bosom and blessed them, and he forever refutes the idea that
they were born sinners.

‘We can be sure that infants are not sinners for God did not
give a plan for saving them. If they were lost God would have
given a plan for saving them. In Matthew 28 and Mark 16,
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Qhrist commanded the apostles to teach all nations and to bap-
tize people who believed the teaching. In Acts 2:38 the Lord
teaches' that repentance must come before baptism. This ex-
cludes infants for they cannot be taught; they cannot believe,
and' thgy cannot repent. Are they sinners before they knov‘;
their right hand from their left? If so, then God would have
said to ba_ptize them, and since he did not, we can be sure they
are not sinners. Infants do not need to be saved for they are
not lost.. They are safe —S-A-F-E-— until they are old enough to
know right from wrong. When they are of sufficient age to be
taught God’s word, believe in Christ, and repent of their sins
they are held accountable unto the Lord. Some quote Christ’s
gstatement, “Suffer little children to come unto me,” as proof
tpefy needed bgptismA He was blessing children; not bap-
h;lng.them. Philip Schaff, one of the world’s foremost church
plstorlans, says, “Christ, who is the truth, blessed unbaptized
mfazl,t's, and deg_lare: ‘To such belongs the kingdom of hea-
ven. (Page_25:>, Volhme II, A History of the Christian Church)

If mfant papt}sm became universal practice and all people weré
baptized in infancy, Christ command to baptize believers
could r}(_)t be obeyed. The Lord’s word would be rendered null
and void by an unscriptural practice of memn.

Infants are not born guilty of sin for the Lo

nts 1 rd says that

p;ople :'M'e all gone as'lde; they are topgether become filthy

(Psa. “14.3). If tiny babies were born filthy this verse shoul&

;*gg(ie tshe;ry are become filthier.” The Lord settles the matter
e says we go aside and become filthy. Sin is i

certainly were not born that way. J Aeh TR0 e

A statement of David is sometimes used to

are sinners at bigth. The Psalmist said, “Behold,p{ov‘;:,stgﬁgng
in 1n1qu1§y; and in sin did my mother conceive me,” (Psa. 51:
5). In this passage David does not say a word ab01’1t his l;einé
a sinner when he was born. He mentions the act of conception
beforg he even h.ad a being and he said, “in sin did my mother
conceive mg.” }{'IS mother’s act that led to his conception was
sinful. David said, ‘:my sin is ever before me,” (Psa. 51:3) and
as he ?hou.ghf: of his own sin he reluctantly recalled liis own
mother’s sin in conceiving him. No man can prove by David
that tiny infants are depraved at birth. s <

b When David’s little boy died at the a,

said, “wheret’gre should T fast? can I bringeh?ri sbe;r&? ::eﬂi?h?
shal_l go to hlm,‘ but he shall not return to me,” (2 Sam 12'é3)
Davx'd was in_splred by the Spirit of God, but ’it never‘cur.'red
to h1n_1 that his son was born a sinner, even though the boy wa
ggnﬁglﬁ?ggggtt of Wed}:ock. David knew the child was purz an(si

0 80 W. i i

pe i ey tlgxe poeetI;e the child went! The Psalmist of Israel

“Little children, flowers from heaven,
Strewn on earth by God’s own hand,
Earnest emblems to us given,

From the fields of angel-land!”

Those who teach that infants i
X 3 are born sinne
Romans 5:19 to prove their position. In this passzlt‘ze q;gflel
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said, “For as by one man’s disobedience many were made
sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be mad’e
righteous.” Notice carefully that Paul says that by Ad.arns
disobedience many were made sinners, and by the obedience
of Christ many Wwere made righteous. If Paul is teax'chmg
that everyone was born a sinner because of Adam’s sin he
is also teaching that everyone is born righteous because of
Christ’s obedience. Friends this is universalism. The truth of
the matter is that sin entered the world through Adam’s trans-
gression, and a person becomes a sinner when_ he sins..And
righteousness entered the world through Christ’s obedlel_lce
and we become righteous when we obey the will of Christ.

«If people are not born guilty of original
> In answering this question I ask, Why did
? They were not born sinners. They were
God, and yet they sinned. They were
Today the same thing happens Tha
en he is drawn away of his

Some may ask,
=in why do all sin?
Adam and Eve sin
created in the image of
tempted and they fell.
Bible says a man is tempted wh )
own lust and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived it brings

forth sin. Adam sinned because he chose to do so. He was npt
forced into the act, but he committed it of his own free will.
The Lord says all men die in Adam, (1 Cor. 15:22). We suf-
fer physical death because of sin which entered the world
through Adam’s transgression. But the Lord does not say _the
human race died gpiritually in Adam, and became guilty
of his sin. The guilt of his sin was not laid upon us. Sin is ‘the
personal transgression of God’s law; not something inherited

from Adam.

The Lord says that «each one of us shall give account of
fhimself to God,” (Rom. 14:12). Paul said, “For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may
receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad,” (II Cor. 5:10). These pas-
sages teach that we are responsible for our own sins, and not

the sin of our parents.

Friends of mine, before I would believe babies are born
sinners the Bible would have to declare it in unmistakeable
terms. It is strange that men can believe it since the Bible does
not say we are born sinners. The advocates of infant depravity
quote scriptures which show the baneful influence of Adam’s
sin upon the race, but not one says infants inherit the guilt of
his sin. Let us stay with what the Lord actually says, and not
read anything into his word. Men who claim to be doctors
of theology may affairm that little babies are sinners, but you
will seldom find a mother who will say it. Nothing is more
precious than a little child. In the Old Testament God says,
“And a little child shall lead them.” As we look at the purity
and innocence of these small ones we are refreshed and inspired
to live a more noble life. Little children are teachable, trust-

ful and innocent.
In that great day when God makes up hig jewels all child-

ren who have been plucked in the pudding years of life will be
in the number for they have died without sin.
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Truly we could ask in the words of the poet —
“Who would not be an infant now,
To breath an infant’s prayer?

O manhood! could thy spirit kneel
Beside that sunny child,

And fondly pray, and purely feel,
With soul as undefiled.

That moment would encircle thee,
With light and love divine;

Thy gaze might dwell on Deity,
And heaven itself be thine.”

To all in this vast audience who are not children of God
may I remind you that Jesus said, “except ye be converted
and become as little children, ye shall not enter the kingdom
of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven,”
_(Matt. 18:3, 4). The Lord requires us to be humble for humility
is the way of obedience. Paul says Christ “humbled himself,
and _became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross ”
(P_hll. 2:8). If Christ, the Son of God, humbled himself to tlie
p01_nt of dying upon the cruel cross, will you not humble your-
self ‘enough to obey the Lord when he said, ‘“Repent, and be
bapt.lze.d every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins?”’ (Acts 2:38). If you trust your heavenly
Father as a little child trusts its earthly father you will “Re-
pent . . . and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out,

when the times of refreshing shall come from th
the Lord,” (Acts 3:19). e

Tte Secret and [he Revealed

By James D. Willeford July 26, 1953

When Milton looked over the religious world with its war
ring factions and great confusion he described it as —

“A universal hubbub wild
Of stunning sounds and
Voices all confused.”

His words are a graphic description, and a desérved in-
dictment of the religious division we see on every hand. The
result of a divided Christendom is an unbelieving world.

Many people excuse religious division by suggesting that
“We can not see alike, and hence we are compelled to be di-
vided.” This excuse sounds quite convincing because it has
just enough truth in it to be misleading. It is true that we do
not see alike but is this proof that we cannot see alike? If God
did not make us so we can see alike why did he require, in the
most positive terms, that we avoid all religious division? By
divine inspiration Paul said to the Christians in Corinth, “I
beseech you, brethren, through the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you,” (Cor. 1:10). Why did the apostle beg
Christians to speak the same thing if such is impossible? Paul
could well beg for unity ‘“through the mame of our Lord Jesus
Christ” because the Lord himself prayed for unity. He said to
his Father “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also
‘which shall believe on me through their word; That they all
may be one; as thou, Father art in me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one in us; that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me,” (John 17:20, 21). In these two passages of scrip-
ture there are two solemn requirements: First, that there be
“no divisions among” Christians, and, second, that they “all
speak the same thing.” i

These direct commands for unity bring us face to face with
one of two conclusions: either Christians can be one and all
Speak the same thing, or God requires of them an impossibility.
‘We must face these conclusions without evasion. I am sure that
no believer in the Bible will conclude that God requires the
impossible of us.

As one searches the pages of God’s writtéen word, and then
looks out upon the divided religious world he is convinced that
men are not divided over what is in the Bible, but over what is
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outside of it. The truthfulness of this statement can be de-
monstrated by comparing the religious practices of the day
with the written word of God.

There is one divine rule which, if followed, will settle our
religicus differences, and unite us in Christ’s name. This rule
is set forth by the Lord in three passages of scripture. Moses
said to the Israelites, “The secret things belong unto Jehovah
our God; but the things that are revealed belong to us and to
our children forever,” (Deut. 29:29). This scripture divides the
things of God into two classes: “the secret things’” and “the
things that are revealed,” and the Lord distinctly tells us that
the revealed things belong to us, but secret things belong to
God. In writing to Timothy, a young gospel preacher, Paul said,
*“I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ,
. . . preach the word,” (2 Tim. 4:1, 2). We are to preach the
things God has revealed. Then as Christ closed the New Testa-
ment he instructed John to say, “I testify unto every man that
heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, if any man
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the pla-
gues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall
take away his part out of the boock of life, and out of the holy
city, and from the things which are written in this book,”

(Rev. 22:18, 19). The word of God must be left precisely as
God left it, and it must be preached without addition, without
subtraction and without modification. This divine rule of unity
necessarily confines so within the limits of a “thus saith the
Lord” in all our religious teaching.

In studying the Bible we see that following this divine rule
brings unity, and that ignoring it brings division.

John said, “There was a man of the Pharisees, named
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. The same came to Jesus by
night,” (John 3:1, 2). Did Nicodenmus come to Christ by night?
Everyone says, “Yes.” Why is there perfect agreement in an-
swering this question? Because it is one of the revealed things
of God. The Lord says he came to Jesus by night. “But why
did he come by night?” No one knows! Why? Because that is
one of the secret things of God. If the Lord had wanted us to
know he would have revealed the reason. As long as we say
Nicodemus approached Christ at night we have perfect unity,
but when we begin giving our opinions as to why he came by
night we start dividing.

In writing to the Corinthian Christians Paul said, “There
was given to me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan
to buffet me, thatlIshould not be exalted overmuch,” (Cor. 12:7).
If I were to ask a million believers in the Bible “Did Paul have
a thorn in the flesh?’, I would get just one answer, “Yes.”
Why? Because the word of God says Paul had a thorn in the
flesh and all accept what it says. It is not the opinion of any-
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body, but plainly what the word of God states. But what was
the thorn? If we were all content to stick with the revealed
word of God there would be one answer, “We do not know.”
But instead of stopping where the Bible stops men usually set
forth their opinions. One says it was sore eyes; another says
it was deafness, and still another says it was heart trouble.
‘When men are asked if Paul had a thorn in the flesh they
give one answer, but when they are asked what the thorn
was, they are divided. Why the difference? Because they
followed the divine rule in the one case, and did not follow it
in the other. God’s word says there was given to Paul “a
thorn in the flesh,” but it does not say what the thorn was.
This is another of “the secret things” which ‘“belong unto
Jehovah,” and men should not attempt to say what it was.
'We should speak what God’s word says, stop where God’s word
stops, add nothing to it and take nothing from it.

As we stated earlier in this lesson, religious people are
not divided over what is in the Bible, but what is outside of
it. Let us take the act performed for baptism as an example of
what we mean. When one reads the New Testament he learns
that baptism was a “burial” and a “resurrection,” (Rom. 6:3,
4; Col. 2:12). The Lord says people “went down into the
water,” their ‘“bodies were washed,” and “they came up out of
the water.” Every religious group in existence readily ack-
nowledges that immersion is scriptural baptism. Why is there
unity on this point? We have harmony here because immer-
sion is one of the revealed things of God, and there is ng
doubt about it being scriptural. When we ask why religious
people practice sprinkling and pouring for baptism, we hear
a multitude of opinions. Some say “sprinkling is more con-
venient,” others say “it is cleaner,” and still others say “we
like it.” The entire Christian world acknowledges that a burial
in water is scriptural baptism, but it is divided over sprink-
ling and pouring. Why is there division over sprinkling and
pouring? Because they are not revealed. They are outside
the Bible; and it is over the things which are outside the
Bible that we have division.

Let us again test God’s rule of unity by asking, “Who
should be baptized?’ When we read the New Testament we
learn that penitent believers were baptized. Christ said “He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” (Mk. 16:16).
And Peter commanded believers to “Repent and be baptized

. for the remission of sins,” (Acts 2:38). No one calls in
question the baptism of penitent believers, but on the baptism
of infants, there is widespread division. Why is there unity
on the one, but division on the other? Because the one is
in the Bible, and the other is not. There are numerous ex-
amples of the baptism of penitent believers recorded in the
New Testament, but not a solitary example of infant baptism.

In testing God’s rule of unity we ask, “What kind of an
organization should the church have?’ The question can be
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settled from the New Testament the organization left by
Christ. When we study the things God has revealed we find
that each church had elders to oversee it, (Acts 14:23). The
elders were to feed the word of God to the congregation, (Acts
20:28). In the New Testament congregations, there were dea-
cons whose duty it was to help the elders, and to look after the
needy. Christ was the head of the church, (Eph. 1:22, 23). The
elders were the overseers of local congregations, and the
deacons were helpers. This was the permanent organization
of the Lord’s congregations. On the scriptural organization of
the church we can unite because this is one of the revealed
things of God. But when we go beyond this simple and scripl-
tural organization we find men justifying their unscriptural
organizations by their opinions. And division is the result.
We are not divided over what is in the Bible, but over what
is outside of it!

If God’s rule of unity were applied to some of the preach-
ing done on prophecy, it would help the divided state of
Christendom. While it is true that the prophecies of the Old
Testament were fulfilled in the coming of Christ and his King-
dom, there are prophecies in the New Testament yet to be ful-
filled. Some of these we may understand perfectly, but others
we may not understand fully until they are fulfilled. The Lord
will fulfill them at the right time and in the right way with-

out our speculating about them. If we will teach the pro-
phecies precisely as God spoke them through his prophets,
and leave their fulfillment to the Lord, all will be well. On
this basis we have unity because we are speaking only the
thing God has revealed. When we teach our opinions on the
fulfillment of prophecy we are sowing the seeds of religious
division.

Let us bear in mind that the revealed things belong unto
us, but the secret things belong to Jehovah. One of the things
God reveals in the New Testament is the way of forgiveness.
The Father sent his Son to teach us the way that we may
have life. We can rely on the word of Christ because he
knew every step of the way we must take to reach our heaven-
ly home.

The story is told of a man traveling in a distant country.
His journey led over high mountains and he sought a guide
who could direct him. One man offered his services as a guide,
and the traveler asked him, “Have you been to the village
where I wish to go?’. The man replied, “No, but I have been
part of the way, and I have heard others talk about the rest of
of the way.” The traveler answered, “You will not do.” An-
other man came and offered his services as a guide. The
traveler asked him too, ““Have you been to the village where
I wish to go?’ The man replied, “No, but I have been to the
top of the mountain and have looked at the village.” The
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traveler said, “You will not do.” A third man came and of-
fered to guide the traveler to his destination. He was asked the
same question, “Have you been to the village where I wish
to g0?” And he answered, “Sir, the village to which you are
going is my home.” The traveler took this man as his guide
at once, for he wanted someone who had gone the whole way,”
(from The Pulpit, Jan., 1950).

Friends, the Son of God knows the way to Heaven, and
He requires that we accept his word and obey it. He says we
must believe in Him, repent of our sins and be buried with
him by baptism for the forgiveness of our past sins, (Mk.
16:16; Acts 2:38). Why should we accept a guide to lead us
who suggests that we stop at faith? The Lord did not stop
there! He commanded us to complete our obedience by re-
penting and being baptized. Let us follow the Son of God for
the land to which we want to go is his home.
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July, 1953
RECEIPTS:

Bledloany o e aiin il b s o Sl $25,124.56
Contributions ... ... 5,258.99
R RNerIEiOnNs " - 100 e T 435.00
Tract dtund s 0 0 ol sy, 34.50

Total receipts for July, 1953 $30,853.05

EXPENDITURES:
Expenses:
Tape recording ... $1,013.95
Pualieity . ... 102.00 7
Mail Room KExpense ... 11.12
Stamps 286.62
Travel 98.48
Wages 2,929.41
Insurance ... bR e I Bl 59.78
Benp oy e T o b 150.00
Office Supplies ............... 49.43
ErmGimey . Lo e
R i he i 1o PR R
Tel. & Tel.
1 BEST 0 W LS P SRS e 799
B iGaiiaxes et aali 31.90 5,427.90
Broadcasting 24,535.89
Total expenses 29,963.79

Other expenditures

Furn. & Fixtures 128.70

Total expenditures for July, 1953 $30,092.49

Receipts exceed expenditures 760.56
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