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SEPTEMBER REPORT
1953

Should We Do More?

One thousand eighty-eight churches and numerous indi-
viduals comprise the Herald of Truth, where an average of
$1,000.00 per day is spent in an effort to spread the gospel of
Christ. Over five-sixths of this amount is paid to the broad-
casting company and independent radio stations. The remain-
ing one-sixth is used for recording transcriptions; for mailing
from 4,000 to 8,000 sermons each month to listeners who have
requested them—approximately 3,000 to 6,000 contacts to the
churches in the separate locales of individuals requesting
sermons; stamps for sermons, and receipts sent to contribu-
tors; printing of sermons, monthly reports, receipts, etc.;
office rent; salaries for preachers and office personnel, office
supplies; utilities, telephone and telegraph expense.

That we receive an average of 200 letters each day from
individuals in an audience of almost four million souls is an
encouraging fact to know, and seems to indicate that the ef-
fort expended in this field is not in vain.



IN THIS MONTH'S MAIL

September 6, 1953
Herald of Truth
Abilene, Texas
c/o Brother John F. Reese

Brethren:

I am delighted that you are planning a meeting concerning
the Herald of Truth in Dallas during Brother Nichols’ meet-
ing with us.

We are thrilled and overjoyed with the great power of
the broadcast. It is rapidly becoming a powerful voice in the
nation. We had a lady come by our building to be baptized
last week, whom we had never seen. She had been hearing
the Herald of Truth, and doing some study on her own.

‘We especially appreciate the wise planning of the leaders
of Highland, who are trying so hard to place the broadcast on
every possible station in the country. We are deeply grateful
for your interest in North Dakota, and sincerely hope that it
can be managed to put the broadcast on the Bismarck station.

Sincerely,
Signed: Logan Buchanan

Hampton Place
Church of Christ
2760 Emmett Street
Dallas, Texas

June 22, 1953
Herald of Truth
Abilene, Texas

I never miss one of your broadcasts. It is so inspiring
and convincing. Will you please send me Broadcast Sermon
72 on baptism, delivered June 21.

Thanking you in advance. I think radio is the best way
to send the Gospel over the nation to people who do not attend
church services regularly. I know several baptisms have been
from radio sermons here.

Sincerely, 4

Signed: Mrs. R. L. Crowell
923 Coral Road
Nashville 4, Tenn.
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The Fatter
and, #és Sons

By James D. Willeford September 6, 1953

An Old Testament prophet asked: ‘“Have we not all one
father? Hath not God created us? Why do we deal treacher-
ously every man against his brother, by profaning the conven-
ant of our fathers?” (Mal. 2:10). The Bible plainly teaches
that we all have one father; that one God created us. Paul
told the learned men of Athens that God “made of one all
nations of men to dwell on all the face of the earth” (Acts
17:26). Solomon said, “The rich and the poor meet together:
the Lord is the maker of them all” (Prov. 22:1).

We speak very learnedly and very glibly of the universal
Fatherhood of God, and the universal brotherhood of man,
and yet many of us understand very little about these terms.
To many, the Fatherhood of God means that all men are the
children of God, without any distinctions whatsoever. But
this is only a half-truth. We may be easily deceived by it
because it looks enough like truth to make it appear harm-
less.

While it is true that we are all brothers in the flesh be-
because we have one Creator, this alone is not enough to make
us act like brothers. And that is why God sent His only
begotten Son into the world. He came to teach and to show
the way to be brothers in the true sense of the word. He
came to show us the Father. He said, “I and my Father are
one,” and “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.”
Christ lived and died to break down the barriers men had
built between themselves and to make us one “in Him.”

In Christ’s day the Israelites and the Samaritans did not
get along well and the Samaritans did not always welcome
the Israelites into their section of the country. Since they
did not like one another, the Israelites detoured around Sa-
maria as they traveled across Palestine. But when Christ
was ready to cross the country, the inspired writer John
said, “And he must needs go through Samaria” (John 4:4).
The begotten Son of God ignored the detour! He could never
countenance the idea that the Samaritans were a despised
race of people. Christ would cross any boundary lines of
human prejudice to reach a needy soul.
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The dream of one world has not been realized because the
Father not only has a begotten Son, but he also has prodigal
sons. His prodigal sons are impenitent sinners. Malachi
asked, “Have we not all one Father? Hath not one God
created us?’ That statement would seem to prove that we
are all the children of God because we are His creatures. That
is all very true as far as it goes, but it is only a half truth.
The other half is told in the second part of Malachi’s state-
ment where he asked, “Why do we deal treacherously every
man with his brother?” That changes the picture consider-
ably, doesn’t it? For it says that while we are sons of God
by creation, many of us are actually prodigal sons. We have
sinned against our Father. We are estranged from Him.
Isaiah said “your iniquities have separated between you and
your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he
will not hear” (Isa. 59:2). Many of us are prodigal brothers
because we are prodigal sons. We deal treacherously with
each other because we deal treacherously with God.

Jude said some of God’s prodigal sons show ‘“respect of
persons for the sake of advantage” (Jude 16).. They are
respecters of persons because they are sinners, and sin will
plough to any depth to gain its end. The Lord said that
some of His prodigal sons will say, “Stand by thyself, come
not near to me; for I am holier than thou.” And then the
Father added, “These are a smoke in my nose, a fire that
burneth all the day” (Isa. 65:5). That is what the Father
thinks of prodigality in His sons!

A few years ago Felix Longoria, a private in the Army,
died in the Philippines, and the country officially acclaimed
him a patriot and a hero. In the course of time his body was
brought back for reburial. But in his home town his widow
and his friends experienced difficulties making funeral ar-
rangements. The undertaker in the little town refused the
use of his facilities. ‘“Because,” he said, “other white people
object.” You see Felix was a Mexican! So now the body
of Felix lies at rest in Arlington National Cemetery! A sen-
ator and the head of a veteran’s organization made these
arrangements. Senator Johnson’s comment is cuttingly sig-
nificant. He said, “I deeply regret to learn that the preju-
dice of some individuals extends even beyond this life.”

We have all heard about the “Ignorant Indian” but Mr.
Bert Johnson, Supervisor of Public Instruction in Wisconsin
says, “All intelligent testing done in recent years indicates
that race is not a factor in determining native intelligence.
The good Lord in His judgment did not apportion brain
power according to the color line” (Quoted from a personal
letter to the author). The epithet of “Lazy Indian” is some-
times hurled at the first Americans, but Mr. Johnson says,
“People of Indian heritage react to a time clock, reasonable
pay, and good working conditions in exactly the same manner
that whites do” (Ibid).

Some of us are like the man who said, “I am glad I don’t
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like spinach because if I liked it I would eat it and I hate the
stuff.”

Yes, some of us reason about the same way when it
comes to races of people. We say, “I do mnot like Jewish
people,” or, “I do not like Chinese people,” and yet we may
not know one thing against any member of either race.
Solomon said: “There is a generation that are pure in their
ggvn eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness” (Prov.

212

It is true that many of God’s sons are prodigals. The
word “prodigal” means wasteful, and no better word could
be found to portray God’s prodigal sons. They are wasting
God-given opportunities to make a better world by erecting
barriers between the races. It is sinful for one race to feel
superior to other races. Someone has said:

“Humble we must be if to heaven we go;
High is the roof there, but the gate is low.”

As we study the Bible we learn that God not only has a
begotten Son, and prodigal sons, but He also has forgiven sons.
The Father gave His begotten Son to die on the cross that
prodigal sons might become forgiven sons. And when we
are forgiven we pattern our lives after that of Christ. Our
whole outlook is changed, and we begin to act like brothers.
All cleavage lines are abolished. We realize that Paul was
right when he said, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female; for
yve are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28).

When we come into Christ He becomes our elder brother
and all Christians of every nation become our brethren. The
forgiven sons of God know that Peter was right when he said,
“Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:
But in every nation he that feareth Him, and worketh right-
eousness, is accepted with Him” (Acts 10:34, 35). God respects
no man’s person because of the color of his skin, the country
in which he lives, or the amount of his wealth. He accepts
men of every nation who fear Him and work righteousness.
And the forgiven sons of God honor them as brethren.

Christ said, “Whosoever shall do the will of my Father
which is in Heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and
mother” (Matt. 12:50). The word “whosoever” encompasses
all races of men. Christ commanded his apostles to “teach
all nations,” and to “preach the gospel to every creature.” A
few years ago Brother Marshall Keeble, an outstanding colored
evangelist, was conducting gospel services under a tent. A
trouble-maker who lived near the tent came after the service
one day and said: “Mr. Keeble, you and your race can’t be
saved because Christ commanded that the gospel be preached
to every nation, and you are not a nation.” Whereupon
Brother Keeble replied: “We may not be a nation, but we’re
creatures and Christ said ‘Go preach the gospel to every

999

creature’.
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If we are to solve the perplexing problems that bring
about race hatreds we must start with the individual. I re-
call that little story about the father who wanted to give his
boy something to keep him busy for a while so he would not
be interrupted in his reading. He took a page of his news-
paper that showed a{ map of the whole world, tore it into
small pieces, tossed them on the floor, and said: “All right,
son, let’s see if you can put the map together again.” It was
only a few moments later that the boy said: “There it is,
Dad, all fixed.” And, surely enough, it was! The father was
amazed, and asked, “How in the world did you do that so
fast?” “Oh, it was easy,” the boy replied, “You see, there
was a picture of a man on the back of it, and when I got the
man fixed, the world was fixed too.” If each person from
elx;ery race will become right with God he will be right with
all men.

If some of God’s forgiven sons, Christians, should be mis-
treated by God’s prodigal sons they should have the attitude
of God’s only begotten Son. On one occasion Christ and His
disciples started through a village of the Samaritans, and
they refused to let them pass. Luke says, “And when his
disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou
that we command fire to come down from Heaven, and con-
sume them, even as Eliag did? But he turned, and rebuked
them.” Then Christ said to His disciples, “For the Son of
man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.
And they went to another village” (Luke 9:54-56). It is not
right for the mistreated to retaliate. Two evils never made
one right. Instezd of Christ and His disciples forcing their
way through the Samgriian town “they went to another vil-
iage.” It is much better to avert a crisis than to force one.
We will never go wrong when we follow the example of
Christ.

Friends, if you are prodigal sons of God you should re-
member that the Father sent His only begotten Son to pro-
vide a way for you to become His forgiven sons. In Christ
“we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins. according to the riches of His grace” (Eph. 1:7). The
Lord “became the author of eternal salvation unto all them
that obey Him” (Heb. 5:9). Paul said, “For ye are all the
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of
you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ”
(Gal. 3:26-27).

The goodness of God should lead His prodigal sons to
renent and turn to Him that they may become forgiven sons.
The Father’s love may be illustrated by an incident which
happened on a train. A preacher was seated across the aisle
from a young man who was weeping. The minister saw that
something was wrong and he offered his services. The young
man told this story. He said he had good parents but that he
had disgraced them by a crime. He was sent to prison. He
had not written to his parents until a few days before when
the parole board had granted him freedom. In his leiter he
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confessed his sins, and he said, “Dad, I am leaving prison, and
I will travel on the train that passes the back side of our
farm. If you still love me and want me to get off at the _next
station and come home, tie a white cloth to one of t_he limbs
of the old apple tree.” And then the young man said to the
minister, “We are just a few miles from our farm q,nd I am
under great nervous strain, not knowing_ what att_ltude'my
father may have.” The old preacher said, “You sit q_uxetly
and let me watch for the apple tree.” After a few minutes
the old man cried, “Son, come quickly._” The young man
sprang to his feet and looked out the window. There was a
white cloth tied to every limb on the tree!

Sinner friend, that is a picture of the F‘athpr’s love for
you. By turning from your prodigality and obeying Him you
can become His forgiven son Today.

Christ On David'’s Throne

By James D. Willeford September 13, 1953

The prophets of the Old Testament foretold that Christ
would reign as King on David’s throne. If these prophecies
have not been fulfilied Christ is not a king today. We often
hear religious leaders spcak of Christ returning to the earth
to occupy the throne of David for a thousand years, and to
reign as king for that period of time. But if Christ is now
on David’s throne, He is king, and it is unreasonable to say
that He must come back to the earth in person to do what
He is doing now. If He is not both Lord and King at the
same time the Gentile world is without hope, and without
God. It is therefore imperative that we know whether or
not Christ is now on David’s throne.

As we study the Old Testament we learn that David’s
throne was established in the city of Jerusalem, 1047 B.C. On
it he sat and swayed the sceptre of authority over Israel for
thirty-three years, at the end of which time “Solomon, his son,
sat upon the throne of his father, David” (I Kings 2:12).
Solomon’s reign was followed by the reign of twenty-two kings,
down to the days of Zedekiah, 587 B.C. All of these men
occupied the literal throne of David in the city of Jerusalem.
At the rebellion of Zedekiah, David’s throne was vacated, the
children of Israel were carried captive across the Arabian
desert, from which they returned fifty-one years later. David’s
throne, then destroyed, lay in ruins for a period of more than
600 years.

At the end of this time Christ’s birth was announced on
the earth. The angel appeared to His mother, and said, “Fear
not, Mary; for thou hast found favor with God. And, behold,
thou shalt conceive . . . and bring forth a son, and shalt cali
his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the
Son of the Highest; and the Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of his father David; and he shall reign over the house
of Jacobh forever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end”
(Lk. 1:30-33).

Thirty-three years passed, during which time the match-
less, marvelous life of Christ spent its force upon the earth.
At last He died a criminal’s death on the cross, His body was
buried in a borrowed tomb, and therz He remained for three
days and nights, after which He was raised from the dead.
After this great event, Peter, standing with the other apostles
in Jerusalem, explained the purpose of the resurrection. He
said, “Men and brethren let me freely speak unto you of the
patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his
sepulchre is with us unto this day. Therefore, being a prophet,
and knowing that God had sworn with an oath ‘to him, that

Page 11
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of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise
up Christ to sit on his throne: he seeing this before spake of
the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in Hades,
neither did his flesh see corruption” (Acts 2:29-31). If
language has any significance, Peter declared in unmistakable
terms that God raised Christ from the dead to sit on David’s
throne. The phrase “to sit” is an infinitive with the construc-
tion of an adverb, carrying the idea of purpose. Peter said
God raised up Christ for the purpose of His sitting upon
David’s throne (N. B. Hardeman, Tabernacle Sermons, Vol.
III, p. 37). The prophets and angels announced that Christ
would sit on David’s throne as king, and the apostles said
God raised Him from the dead for that purpose. It is certain
then that Christ is now king on David’s throne.

If Christ is not on the throne of David today the Gentiles
are without God and without hope. In a meeting of the
apostles in Jerusalem, James said, “Simeon hath declared how
God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a
people for his name. And to this agree the words of the
prophets; as it is written, After this I will return, and will
build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and
I will build again the ruins thereof, and i will set it up: That
the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the
Gentiles, upon whom my name is called” (Acts 15:14-17).
James said by inspiration that God had to build again the
tabernacle of David which was fallen down that the Gentiles
as well as the rest of men might seek after the Lord. The
word ‘“tabernacle” means lineage or family. The word “house”
is used in the Bible in the same way. We read that the church
is the house of God or family of God (I Tim. 3:15). The house
of Cornelius was the family of Cornelius (Acts 10:2). The
‘“tabernacle” of David was the family or lineage of David. The
rebuilding of David’s tabernacle, then, was to restore David’s
family to a position it occupied before its fall; that is, some
one of his descendants would be made a reigning king. As a
fleshly family his house needed no rebuilding, for it had never
gone out of existence. The only sense in which it could be
rebuilt was for its kingly power to be restored by a son of
David becoming ruler. Christ was a blood descendant of
David and as such He built again the tabernacle of that great
man, when He occupied his throne. James said this had to
take place before the Gentiles could seek after the Lord, and
the apostle added that they had turned to God (Acts 15:17-19).
Hence, Jesus was upon His throne when the apostles received
the Gentiles into the church.

‘We should all keep in mind that the throne of David is no
longer in the city of Jerusalem. The old literal throne was
destroyed six hundred years before Christ came. The throne
Christ occupies is in heaven. The Lord said, “I will not lie
unto my servant David. His seed shall endure forever, and
his throne as the sun before me. It shall be established for-
ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven” (Psa.
89:35-37). There is but one throne, and it is the Lord’s.
Men—including David—have occupied it only in the sense of
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God’s having delegated authority to them. Solomon sat upon
the throne of David (I Kings 2:12). But Solomon sat upon
the throne of the Lord (I Chron. 29:23). Therefore, the throne
of the Lord and the throne of David are one and the same.
But the Lord’s throne is in heaven (Psa. 11:4).

When Christ overcame the powers of the Hadean world
and the bars of death were burst asunder, He came forth, later
bade good bye to his disciples and “a cloud received him out
of their sight” (Acts 1:9). As the Lord neared the portals of
eternal glory the angels said, “Lift up your heads, O ye gates,
and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors; and the king of
glory shall come in” (Psa. 24:7). Six hundred years before
Christ, Daniel had a vision of this great event. He said, “I
saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of
days . . . And there was given him dominion, and glory, and
a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages should
serve Him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which
shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be
destroyed” (Dan. 7:13, 14). In this vision Daniel saw one like
the Son of man as He came to the Ancient of Days. The
Ancient of Days was none other than God to whom Christ was
borne by the clouds. Daniel then said that after He had come
to the Ancient of Days there was given Him ‘“dominion, and
glory, and a kingdom, that all people should serve him.”

Friends, the Lord Jesus rose from the dead, ascended to
the Father, was crowned King of Kings, and was seated on
David’s throne which had been transferred to the right hand
of God. Hence when Peter came to climax that matchless
sermon on Pentecost, he said, “Therefore, let all the House of
Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus
whom you ecrucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). Jesus
is now God’s anointed ruler, and as such He occupies the
throne of David.

We know that Christ is reigning now as king because He
has a kingdom. Jesus promised that His kingdom would come
during the lifetime of the apostles. He said, “Verily I say
unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, which
shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of
God come with power” (Mk. 9:1). Matthew reports the same
matter and says, “Till they see the Son of man coming in his
kingdom” (Matt. 16:28). The Son of man is Christ; hence, it
is the kingdom of both Christ and God. The Lord’s kingdom
was established before all those standing in His presence died,
or else the prediction of Jesus is false.

Christ said to Peter: “I will build my church . .. and I
will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom” (Matt 16:18-19).
Since the church is not a material building, the word keys
must be used figuratively. Literal keys give authority to open
and close doors—to admit into or exclude from buildings.
Here the word is used to indicate that Peter had authority to
express the terms of admission into the kingdom. This was
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to be done while Peter was on earth. You cannot admit people
into a kingdom unless it exists. This passage proves the
church to be the kingdem, and it also proves that the king-
dom was in existence while Peter lived.

Paul said that members of the church in Colosse had been
translated “into the kingdom of his dear son” (Col. 1:13).
John said that Jesus “made us to be a kingdom” and that he
was then a brother with the saints “in the kingdom” (Rev.
1:6, 9). Paul and John said the Christians of their day were
in the kingdom.

Christ said to His disciples, “I appoint unto you a king-
dom, even as my Father appointed unto me, that ye may eat
and drink at my table in my kingdom” (Lk. 22:29, 30). The
Lord’s Supper is the table at which His people eat. This
table, as all agree, is in the church. If the church has been
established, then the Kingdom has, for the same table could
not be in two different institutions at the same time. As the
apostles received this promise, the kingdom must have been
in existenece in their day or they could not have eaten at
the Lord’s table. HEvery time the supper is observed, the par-
ticipants proclaim the existence of the kingdom. Paul says
the Lord’s Supper is to “proclaim the Lord’s death till he
come” (I Cor. 11:26). The purpose of the supper will not
exist after the Lord returns. If then it is to be in the kingdom
at all, it must be before He comes. This destroys the con-
tention that Christ will establish the kingdom when He comes.

We can be sure that Christ is now king because He now
is our High Priest. The Old Testament prophet Zechariah
said that Christ would be “a priest upon his throne” (Zech.
6:13). The same prophet said Christ would “sit and rule
upon his throne” (Zech. 6:13). Peter said Christ was raised
from the dead to sit on His throne (Acts 2:30). Since Christ
is now sitting upon His throne He is now ruling as king
David himself mentions this fact in these words: “Jehovah
hath sworn, and will not repent: thou art a priest forever after
the order of Melchizedek” (Psa. 110:4). This passage is
quoted in the New Testament and applied to Christ (Heb. 5:6).
Melchizedek was both priest and king, and the same is true
of Christ. Jesus can never be a priest on earth. Paul said
“if he were on earth, he should not be a priest” (Heb. 8:4).
But since He is a king while He is a priest He can never be
a king on earth.

Paul was charged by his enemies with preaching “that
there is another King, one Jesus” (Acts 17:7). Luke recorded
this incident without criticism. So it must have been true.
In the book of Revelation Jesus is called “Lord of lords, and
King of kings” (Rev. 17:14). Paul said that God “made him
to sit at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all
rule, and authority, and power, and dominion” (Eph. 1:19-21).
Peter said Christ is on the right hand of God, “angels and
authorities and powers being made subject unto him” (I Pet.
3:22). What more could be necessary for one to be a king?

v
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Some feel that for Christ to be a king He must be on the
ecarth. But the Lord plainly states that the Christian’s citizen-
ship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20). Heaven is the spiritual capital
of the Christian and it is from the capital that Christ rules.
God ruled as king over Israel, but He did not come down to
earth and sit on an earthly throne (I Sam. 8:7). He ruled
through His divinely appointed government. And Christ rules
through His government, from His throne in heaven.

Christ’s reign will not be completed untli the graves are
empty, the sepulchres are robbed, and the tombs give forth
their victims. Then the saints will shout, “O grave, where
is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting?”’ Paul says that
when Christ returns, “Then cometh the end, when he shall
have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when
he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.
For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his
feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death”
(I Cor. 15:24-25). Christ is now king, and when He comes
again, He will deliver up the kingdom to His Father.

For us to be delivered to the Father in that great day
we must be translated into the kingdom of Christ. Paul said
the Christians in Colosse possessed “the hope which is laid
up . . . in heaven.” He said this hope was brought to them
through the gospel and they became possessors of it when
they were “delivered from the power of darkness, and (were)
translated into the kingdom of God’s dear Son” (Col. 1:5,6,13).
When they were translated into the Kingdom of Christ they
gave Him preeminence as head of the church, and in Him they
had redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of
sins (Col. 1:14, 18). Paul further said that the Christians of
Colosse had been circumcised by Christ and forgiven of all
their trespasses when they were burid with Him in baptism
(Col. 2:11-13). God will translate us into His kingdom when
we hear the gospel, believe it, and obey it by repenting of
our sins and being buried with Christ in baptism.

And if we shall be faithful to our Lord during this time
of trial and tears the Son will deliver us to the Father and
He shall wipe away all tears from our eyes; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain; for the former things are passed
away (Rev. 21:4). A friend of mine said to me recently, “I
can remember, when I was a child, how my mother would
take the corner of her apron and wipe away the tears
that came so often, and I thought it was wonderful; but
once-in-a-while that hero of a man that I followed around
would stoop down and with the toil-calloused hands that were
his, wipe away the tears from my eyes. And when he did,
though there was roughness to it, there was a kind of tender-
ness that even mother could not equal. And when I read in
the Bible that the hand of the heavenly Father will reach
down and wipe away the tears from our eyes, I want to be
presented to Him. Don’t you?”
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Adult Delinguency

A minister announced his subject as “Adult Delinquency,”
and one member of the church said to another: “That preacher
must mean ‘Juvenile Delinquency.” There is nothing wrong
with us adults. But my, how the young people have gone to
the dogs.” The attitude expressed by this person is possessed
by far too many adults. Young people are not to be coddl.ed
and pampered, but they have a right to see in adults an in-
spiring example. We should all join the man who prayed,
“Lord, blind me to the faults of others, and help me to see my
own.” Such an attitude of heart will give us a proper per-
spective that will help us in training youth.

The impressions we make on children will determine their
future course in life. The small child is as clay in the hands
of the potter. The adult can mold the life into a vessel of
honor or one of dishonor.

We hear much in our day about juvenile delinqu_ency.
There is some delinquency for which young people are direct-
ly responsible. But the greater reproof must come to adults.

Parents are too prone to emphasize business, social life,
and pleasure to the neglect of their children. A few years ago
at one of our state fairs a crowd was gathered about a prize
hog. He was about everything a prize hog should b_e. But. the
boy who was sent to look after this hog was a little wizen
faced, hollow chested fellow who seemed bent upon burning
up all the cigarettes in the world. He could not have walked
a mile for his favorite brand, for he did not seem to have 'the
strength. But the most startling fact about the whole situ-
ation was this: The father of the boy and the owner of the
hog was the same man. In the hog business this father was
an admirable success, but in the boy business he was an utter
failure.

One of the saddest pictures I have ever beheld was that
of a father and mother turning their baby over to foster par-
ents. They said: “We don’t want him; he’s too much trouble.
Paul may have had such parents in mind when he accused some
of being “without natural affection” (Rom. 1:31).

Too often we parents expect the school, the summer camp,
the scouts or the Bible school to turn out ready-made citizens
of the highest type. Outside agencies cannot do our work
for us. There is no substitute for good pargnts, and home
training. But the American home 1no longer is the center of
life as it once was in our nation. It has to'o‘ fre;quent}y qeased
to wield its influence for good, and Amerlf:a. is beg§nn1ng to
pay the price. The failure of the home is the chief cause
of juvenile delinquency.
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A young mother in a recent letter to J. Edgar Hoover put
it this way: “Sewing circles are out, and bridge games, cock-
tail parties and beauty shops are in. The mothers of today
go in for glamor instead of being mothers. Babies and small
children are taken care of by jitterbugs who entertain their
beaus while Mother and Father are out till midnight doing
anything but taking care of their children” (Quoted by J. Ed-
gar Hoover in Crime Begins at Home).

In a certain Wisconsin city a young married man read
of a movie that was playing in a city seventy miles away.
He and his wife rented a car and made the trip at a cost of
thirty-two dollars. At the time this took place the state of
Wisconsin was taking care of two of their three children. It
is such stark neglect that breeds crime and disobedience. One
district attorney in the state of Wisconsin has started punish-
ing delinquent parents for their neglect.

In a booklet on “Crime Begins at Home,” Mr. J. Edgar
Hoover reviews a number of crimes committed by teen-agers,
and he says “In each case it was adult delinquency which was
responsible for their misdeeds” (Page 2). In most cases the
young people came from broken homes. We must learn that
there is no substitute for a good home, and parents should
make every sacrifice necessary to maintain such!

The Lord instituted the family and those who are trained
in the field of human relations will tell you that nothing can
take its place. Many substitutes have been tried, but all
have heen weighed in the balances and found wanting.

One privilege the parents have is that of loving their
children. A small child cannot grow normally without love
and kindness. An eminent physician of our country says that
Emperor Frederick the Second gave a number of new-born,
homeless babies to nurses with the order to give them all
necessary care in regard to feeding, bathing, warmth and
physical protection, but never to speak to them or in their
presence show any signs of affection. The infants all died
at an early age. It was said that “They could not live with-
out the appreciation, and loving care of their nurses” (There
Is No Substitute for Family Life, by Lauretta Bender, M.D.;
Social Security Admin., Children’s Bureau from Child Study,
Spring, 1946). Doctors of Bellevue Hospital have found that
children may be given the best of physical care, but if they
are not given love and affection they may die. And they say
further that “Children who have spent their first months or
yvears in so-called broken homes in which human relationships
are badly distorted, themselves come out with crippled person-
alities” (Ibid). Knowing these things, we can better under-
stand why the Lord admonished mothers to “love their chil-
dren. To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home” (Titus 2:4-5).
Mothers who do not give their children a great amount of affec-
tion are sinning against generations to come. The small child
will socn feel rejected if it is left often in the hands of a baby
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sitter. Even a baby cannot be fooled by parents who do not
love it. The future well-being of your child is dependent upon
his feeling that you have accepted him, and that you enjoy
him. Children who grow up in an atmosphere of security have
confidence in themselves. The Lord knew what was best
when He commanded mothers to love their children, and to be
keepers at home.

The Lord says, “As is the mother, so is her daughter”
(Ezek. 16:44). The children usually become carbon copies of
their parents. Paul paid a great tribute to Timothy’s mother
and grandmother when he said, “I call to remembrance the
unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grand-
mother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that
in thee also” (2 Tim. 1:5).

One of America’s greatest men was T. B. Larimore, a gos-
pel preacher. Ha2 gave credit to his mother’s love of the
Bible for his inspiration to proclaim the gospel. One of the
incidents in her life that greatly influenced him was the time
she picked up a scrap of paper from the trash she was sweep-
ing into the fire. She laid the torn scrap upon the mantel
saying, “I cannot sweep it into the fire, for it is God’s Holy
‘Word.”

But there is another picture closely associated with Mr.
Larimore’s life which is not so bright. About a mile down
the road from the Larimore home in East Tennessee lived
another young man. This boy’s mother was just the oppo-
site of Brother Larimore’s mother. She taught her boy to
steal and then she took the stolen goods from him. His life
ended in tragedy. He was caught after killing a man, and
while he stood on the gallows he said, “My mother was pure

The Lord left no doubt about the duties of mothers but
He was equally plain about His instructions to dads. He said,
“fathers . . . bring up your children in the nurture and admo-
nition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). He said in the Old Testament,
“Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is
old, he will not depart from it” (Prov. 22:6). One prime duty
of a dad is to be a companion to his children as well as to be
a provider.

A dad who is too busy to bother with a little child’s non-
sense will never be bothered by his real problems. Once a
young man came before a judge to be sentenced for forgery.
The judge knew the boy and his father for years. In an effort
to quicken the young man’s conscience he said, “Son, I re-
member your father as an outstanding lawyer, and renowned
author. His book on the ‘Law of Trust’ is still used as a text
in our schools. Son, what do you remember about your father?”
“Qir,” the young man replied, “the man you remember as an
outstanding lawyer and renowned author, I remember as the
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man who said to me when I went to his office as boy, ‘Run
along, son, I am writing a book on the law of trust’ At an-
other time in my boyhood when I needed help I knocked on
his door and he said, ‘I have no time, son. I'm finishing a book
on the law of trust.”’ Tbat, sir, is what I remember about
my father.” The judge turned away and sadly remarked,
“Yes, he wrote a book and lost a son.”

Oftentimes ministers, teachers and statesmen are delin-
quent parents. They are like David who was too busy doing
the king’s business to properly train and be a father to his
boys. The saddest cry that ever rang down the cerridors of
time came, not from a distraught mother, but from a heart-
broken father. That father was David, king of Israel. When
his son Absalom was a boy, he never had time to mend his
broken toys, or to be a pal to him. As a result of David’s
neglect, Absalom grew into a rebellious man. He tried to de-
throne his father, and in his effort he lost his life. After his
death, David cried, “O my son, Absalom, my son, my son!
Would -God I had died for thee” (2 Sam. 18:833). We see this
great statesman wringing his hands in sorrow, at the needless
loss of his son. He had awakened to the truth that in the
rearing of a child there was no next time. There are fathers
listening to me at this moment who are losing their sons in the
way David lost his. They are fathers who are too busy to
listen to a little child’s affairs. Every father in America should
pray in the words of Edgar A. Guest:

“Lord, I would not grow s¢ busy that I cannct drop
my task
To answer every question which that child of mine
can ask.
Let me never serve ambition so selfishly, I pray,
That I cannot stop to listen to the things my chil-
dren say,
For whatever cares beset them, let them know I'm
standing by.
I don’t want to make them orphans till the day I come
to die.”
Too many of us dads are tempted to let mother do all
the teaching of our children. But the Lord said “Fathers . . .
bring up your children in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord” (Eph. 6:4). It has been said that “twenty-five million
American boys and girls of each generation are not taught to
read the Bible, go to church, and pray.” Some parents salve
their consciences by “hearing the prayers’ of their youngsters
at bed-time. But is this not the same as “sending them to
Bible study?’ Why not pray with them and for them and
they will do as you when they are your age? Make prayer-
time an opportunity for the family to get together. Parents,
do you realize that you take God’s place in the child’s life
until he is old enough to read and obey God’s word for him-
self?

The Lord withdrew His support from Eli, the high priest
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of Israel “because his sons made themselves vile, and he re-
strained them not” (1 Sam. 3:13). David’s son, Adonijah, re-
belled against his father and the Lord’s critical comment was,
“his father had not displeased him at any time saying, ‘Why
hast thou done so?”’ (1 Kings 1:6). Eli and David were ex-
amples of fathers who were too permissive. The Lord com-
mends a father like Abraham who was not too strict, nor to
soft. God said of Abraham, “For I know him, that he will
command his children and his household after him, and they
shall keep the way of the Lord to do justice and judgment;
that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath
spoken of him” (Gen. 18:19).

In concluding this lesson, may I remind young people
that the Lord commands you to ‘“obey your parents” and to
“honor thy father and mother; which is the first command-
ment with promise; That it may be well with thee, and thou
mayest live long on the earth” (Eph. 6:1-3).

And may I also remind parents that the Heavenly Father
says, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord” (Eph. 6:1).
For parents to gain the right kind of obedience from their
children, they must be worthy of that obedience. If you are
in the Lord, and your life reflects your association with the
Lord, it will be much easier for your children to give you
willing obedience. A godly example is the greatest lesson you
can give a child. Parents, are you in Christ? In the second
chapter of Acts, the apostles preached a sermon to the Jews
,which produced faith in the Son of God. They asked earnest-
ly for the way of forgiveness. By divine inspiration Peter
said, “Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins” (Acts
2:28). Luke says, “Then they that gladly received his word
were baptized . . . And the Lord added to the Church daily
such as should be saved” (Acts 2:41-47). When you gladly
receive God’s Word you will do the same thing, and the Lord
will add you to His Church. And as members of the Lord’s
Church you should continue in Christ’s steps that your chil-
dren may follow you and be safe.

Life Without Liquor

By James D. Willeford September 27, 1953

The Public Affairs Committee, 22 East 38th Street, New
York City, recently stated that “Four million adults in the
United States today hawve slipped past the line of social drink-
ing and are actual alcoholics!” (Copied from The Capital Times,
Madison, Wisconsin). TUnder the date line of April 20, 1952
the United Press quotes Dr. Seliger of Baltimore, Maryland
who says “Alcoholism has hit a record high in the United
States, and there are now 1,000,000 chronic addicts and 4,000,000

heavy drinkers” (Commercial Appeal, Memphis, Tenn. April

21, 1952). The Research Council on Problems of Alcohol of
the American Association for the Advancement of Science re-
ports that there are 60,000,000 drinkers in the country today.
(The Dearborn Messenger, Mar. 5, 1951). Friends, more than
half of the American people over fifteen years of age drink
intoxicating beverages. But does that prove it is right?

Most of us smile just a little when we see a drunk trying
to walk down the street with his wobbly knees, lolling head,
and staggering steps. But consider the matter in a more serious
licht. Had we lived in the days of the galley slaves, would
we have derived amusement from seeing welts appear on the
naked backs of the sweating ‘slaves as cruel masters brought
the lead-tipped thongs down across their quivering flesh? The
alcoholic is just as much a slave as the men who were forced
to man the oars of ancient galleys. And his master is just as
cruel and relentless, perhaps even more so, for this slave has
an affection for the owner of his body and soul that the other
did not possess. He is bound by chains more powerful than
those that held the galley slave chained to the bench, and,
while he fights against his tormentor in more sober moments,
he returns to kiss and caress the master of his destiny in
others. Solomon must have known something of this type of
slavery in his time, for, by the inspiration of God he wrote:
“Be not among winebibbers; among rioutous eaters of flesh;
for the drunkard and glutton shall come to poverty: and
drowsiness will clothe a man with rags. Who hath woe? Who
hath sorrows? Who hath contentions? Who hath wounds
without cause? Who hath redness of eyes? They thai tarry
long at the wine. Look not thou upon the wine when it is
red, when it giveth its color in the cup, when it moveth itself
aright. At the last it biteth . . . like a serpent, and stingeth
like an adder” (Prov. 23:20-32). It has been my lot as a
preacher to be called time and time again into homes where I
found drink taking its devastating toll. I have seen husbands
and fathers and, in some cases, mothers, admit that they
were “licked”; that there was nothing more they could do
to escape from the foe that had them in its deathlike grip. I
have seen mothers who were all but drained of hope, and chil-
dren with broken hearts. I have heard those who were slaves
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of drink declare to loved ones and to God that they would
never touch it again. But in a few days they found themselves
being drawn by what was to them an irresistible force to the
house of drink. There they yielded once more. And the pat-
tern of drunkenness, artificial elation, stupor, sobering up,
shame, vows and empty promises is once more repeated.

But someone says, “I don’t advocate drunkenness, but I
think social drinking is all right.” Friend, has it never occur-
ed to you that the 1,000,006 alcoholic addicts are recruited from
the 4,000,000 heavy drinkers and the 4,000,000 heavy drinkers
began as social drinkers? Do you know that of fifteen young
people who start social drinking one will become an alcoholic?
Let me ask this question: In the use of alcohol, what is moder-
ation? Can you answer that question—for you? Can you
answer that question for your son? Or for your baby that is
still in the cradle? What is moderation for you, may put that
baby in a drinker’s grave.

Listen to what an alcoholic’s son said about social drink.
“Please don’t say that social drinking is harmless. You
wouldn’t if you had seen my mother red-eyed and wet-faced.
You wouldn’t if you had been as scared as she was. You
wouldn’t if alcohol forced you to sell your business and to
squander all your money.” This same son of an alcokolic men-
tions a Bible school teacher who told his teen-age listeners
that social drinking is harmless. The alcoholic’s son said,
“Please don’t let him or one similarly uninformed ever talk to
my children. Please don’t let him talk to anybody’s children.
If he had been brought up in my home, he wounld not talk so.”
(20th Century Christiar, Jan. 1953, pp. 3, 4).

Our Joctors tell us that “there is a gamble . . . that one
who is a social drinker may develop chronic alcoholism” (Dr.
Robt. V. Seliger of Johns Hopkins University in Social Drink-
ing, p. 2). There is the same gamble in the use of dope, but
all America joins in shouting the warning against using dope
in moderation. There is no difference between drinking mgd-
erately and taking dope moderately. Both may lead to in-
temperance, insanity, and the grave.

“About 59% of our national income is spent on alcoholic
beverages” (A Primer on Alcohol, United Temperance Move-
ment, 420 Exchange Bldg., Minneapolis 1, Minnesota). In 1951
we spent $13.50 per capita for education and $40.00 per capita
for liquor (Christian Magazine, Oct. 1952, p. 3). ‘We spend
three times as much for liquor as we do for education and
twenty times as much as we do for religion.

An informed group of women in Madison, Wistnysin made
a study of the marriages in that city:luring 100 . There were
1,305 marriages and 305 @iyorces. in 1ift¥ per cent of the cases
of divorce a chief cause was drinkig (Alfred W. Swan, Minis-
ter, First Congregatio"ys1 Church, Madison, Wis.). Judge Wil-
liam R. McKay, Sv  erior Court, Los Angeles County, said re-
cently, “during t*  "venr 1949 1 presided at 424 defauit-divorce
hearings, and ¢ that mumer, in 327 instances intoxicating
liquor ﬂgw‘.ed" prominently in the cause which impelled a legal
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coffee, coke and chocolate soda. They even say it is an evi-
dence of good behaviour when one selects beer. The brewers
say in their ads that one who teaches against the drink-
ing of beer is “not being fair to others,” ‘“has no re-
gard for his neighbor’s rights,” is “self-righteous,” “ignor-
ant,” is “meddling,” has a “blind spot,” and is ‘not open
minded.” (These statements are all taken from ads of the
United States Brewers Foundation). And yet these men are
always pleading for tolerance and understanding!

The whiskey distillers of the United States are even more
brazen than the brewers in their ads. They leave the im-
pression that the men who drink are all outstanding Americans
and by and large, these men in the ads are the most handsome,
most successful looking men in the United States today. Re-
gardless of age, these gentlemen have firms jaws, clear eyes,
and perfectly-molded features. They are always ruggedly mas-
culine, but at the same time there is a kindliness that emi-
nates from every one of them.

One whiskey maker ran a “Father’s Day” advertisement
entitled “Are You Playing Ball With Your Son?” in which he
urged fathers to teach their sons how to drink moderately.
The whiskey maker knows that his only hope of survival is
slipping across the suggestion of “Wise and sensible drink-
ing . . .” until youth, disarmed by subtility, finds itself with
the craving for alcohol that in four million cases today has
become a savage threat to happiness and success. And we
wonder: Is any father foolish enough to teach his own son to
drink? (Christian Magazine, Oct. 1952, p. 6).

What is life without liquor? It is a satisfying and ex-
hilerating experience. It gives you happiness now, and su-
preme joy at the end. But a life of drink will at the last bite
like a serpent, and sting like an adder (Prov. 23:32). You can
well afford to give up drink and remain aloof from it all the
days of your life. Just try it and see!

‘What will be the end of your life? We should all strive
to have the same ending as that coveted by an Old Testament
character. He said, “Let me die the death of the righteous,
and let my last end be like his!” (Num. 23:10). We become
righteous in God’s sight when we obey the gosepl of Christ.
Paul said the gospel “is the power of God unto salvation”
(Rom. 1:16). And the inspired writer of Hebrews said Christ
becomes “The author of eternal salvation unto all them that
obey him” (Heb. 5:9). The Lord said sinners were made free
from sin when they obeyed from the heart that form of doc-
trine which was delivered them (Rom. 6:17, 18). The doctrine
is identified by the Lord as the death, burial and resurrection
of Christ (1 Cor. 15:1-44). When you die to the love and prac-
tice of sin by faith and repentance, and are then buried with
your Lord in baptism for the remission of past sins you be-
come the Lord’s purchased possession. These realize that they
have been bought with the price of the blood of Christ, and so
they are led to live for Him who died for us. This kind of life
will bring innumerable joys now, and supreme joy at the end.
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separation” (20th Century Christian, Jan. 1953, p. 31). The
truth is beverage alcohol has lost more jobs, sold more homes,
snapped more wedding rings, denied more children a fair
chance in life, dishonored more women, unseated more in-
tellects, filled more jails and asylums, and dug more graves
than any other poisonous scourge that has ever plagued the
world. No wonder that Abraham Lincoln said, “Liquor has
many defenders, but no defense” (Christian Magazine, Oct
1952, p. 4).

‘Who is responsible for the evils of liquor? The churches
of America must accept their share of blame for these evils.
They have failed to warn the American people, and to take
an adamant stand against intoxicants. According to an Associ-
ated Press Release of June 21, 1952 some churches in our
country have even applied for and received permanent liquor
licenses (Christian Magazine, Oct. 1952, p. 7).

The Lord said he expects the church to make known His
manifold wisdom (Eph. 3:10). It is the duty of the church to
teach what God says in the Bible. The liquor interests of
America are afraid for preachers to speak out and they are
always saying, “The ministers ought to keep quiet.” The
truth is they want all decent people to keep quiet and let the
liquor crowd run America. But the Lord charged His minis-
ters in the Old Testament to “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy
voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgressions,
and the house of Jacob their sins” (Isa. 58:1).

If the church does its duty it will tell people that God has
said more against drinking than He has against lying, adultery,
swearing, stealing, cheating, hyprocrisy, pride, and blasphemy
all put together. God thundered against drink when He said,
“Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning that they
may follow strong drink; that continue until night, till wine
inflame them” (Isa. 5:11). The Lord linked drinking with
vice and immorality. He said “Whoredom and wine and new
wine take away the heart” (Hosea 4:11). The God of heaven
linked intoxicating beverages with corrupt voting and juvenile
delinquency. Hear Him: “And they have cast lots for my
people; and have given a boy for a harlot, and sold a girl for
wine that they might drink” (Joel 3:3). The prophet Micah
preached against liquor and foretold that it would be popular
for ministers to favor it. He said, “If a man walking in the
spirit and falsehood do lie, saying, I will propresy unto thee of
wine and of strong drink; he shall even be the prophet of this
people” (Micah 2:11).

In the New Testameni the Lord says, “Be not deceived;
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effemi-
nate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves,
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners,
shall inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Cor. 6:9-10). The Lord
warned that strong drink should not be taken by men who
make our laws. He said, “It is not for kings, O Iemuel, it is
not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink:
Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment
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of any of the afflicted” (Prov. 31:4, 5). And in spite of this
warning the great decisions of the world are made at tables
where judgment is tipped this way and that by drink. Ed
Creagh in a feature story from Washington released by the
Associated Press of Jan. 12, 1953, wrote, “Here, opening its
doors today, is located an organization new to the Washington
scene—the Capitol Hill Club.” He quoted the first president
of the Club as saying that to be a member “You must be a
gentleman or a lady, you must be a Republican, and you’ve
got to have 50 bucks.” One Washington minister said, “If
ever I have been disheartened it was when I learned that
within a stone’s throw of the Capitol, there is going to be
opened up, by the new leaders of government, a liquor lounge
where they may go for cocktails and then into separate rooms
for conferences” (The Capital Times, Madison, Wisconsin,
Jan. 12, 1953).

The church must not only sound God’s warnings against
drink, but it must furnish the warmth and welcome that will
help people stay away from the tavern. Some of the people in
our country experience such social rejection in the churches
that they turn to the cocktail lounge for social recognition.
Every soul wants to love something and to be loved. And if
it does not get it one place it will seek till it finds. The Lord
expects His church to be the great family of love that throws
its arms around the lost, and helps them to find more joy,
kindness and brotherly love than they could ever experience
in the world. Much of the responsibility for the drinking in
America must be laid at the door of the distillers and their
ads in our papers and magazines. Some of the ads say ‘“Beer
Belongs . . . Enjoy it.”” And above such a lie will be found a
picture of a home or of a picnic out on a hillside. But let us
turn this picture around and look at the true side. Picture in
your mind two boys, ages 12 and 15, as they walk to their
homes, going along West Commerce in Dallas, Texas. A wild-
ly driven automobile with three young men in it swings off the
road chases the two boys into the ditch, and runs over them,
dragging one about thirty feet. Both boys were killed in-
stantly. One of the boys in the car was twenty-one, and his
companions were seventeen. In a signed statement the three
youths said they had been in a West Dallas tavern. One of
them stated, “I know I drank six beers and may have drunk
more, but six was all I could count.” Now underneath this
picture of a wild car dragging two boys to death . . . write
the slogan and get the true picture: “Beer belongs. Enjoy it.”

One beer ad reads, “Show me the man who sits down
quietly of an evening with his glass of beer and I'll show you
a man who is wise in the ways of living. Such men, like Will
Dudley, live to a ripe old age, unembittered by the troubles of
the world. They seem to remain, all their lives, sweet-natured
and kindly” (From Where I Sit by Joe Marsh). Through their
ads the brewers get beer into the Mayflower, which brought
our forefathers to America and they bring it into our living
room by television. They class beer with cereal, lemonade,
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