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nee in a whiie, a book dJlflC,ns 011 the secular· 
c·duc1tior;;al scc'IH' which cm he related to the 

church in its tc,Khing. I\Jeil l\)stman in his book 
I rnching 1\s !\ Conwrving !\ct ivil v (New Y mk: 
Dd1co1W l'rcss, I ()79) offc1·s d significant perspec
tive on how r·csponsible tl·c1chi11g should he c,rn·icd 
on in our r,ipidly changing society. Though much of 
what lw says about our society is not rww, hi,; 
dcsuiptions ,He illurninc1ti11g. Certainly tlw content 
of the "tt>c1chi11g" with which lw is conccr1wd is clif.. 
fcrcnt from the church's "tc,H:hing"; his cirdully 
outlined argunH'lll fm rn.iki11g "teachi ' a "con 
serving" activity differs dS well from th,1t of tlw 
church's. Wh,it ii, helpful tu tlw clHm h is d p,11 
ticular body of subject matter Postman dr,iws 011 and 
the way he defines it as the essential clenwnt of 
"conserving" tc,Khing. VVc ,;hall begin with n'aso11s 
fm dcfi11ing te,Khing as a cons('1·vi11g activity. 

Tlw !\nwrie,in cult1m', writ("; [Jost111.in, h,h ovt'1·
dosed on ch,rngl'. iJl'l'ply ,dismlwd in too much 
changl' too L1st, our culture h,h expl'riunccd tlw 
emsicrn of continuity ,rnd tr,idition. Th(' ,irt of preser 
v,ition ,rnd l'V('11 tlw will to 1irc",c'rve h.is hc·('ll lost. 
Postrn,i11 describes the present situ.ition 111 
ccologic.11 tcrn1s: tlH'rc· exists ,111 imbal<111u· i11 tlw 
system. Conti11uity with th<' p,ist h,1s lice11 1wglcded. 
13,il,inu· must lie rcstor·<'d if the culture is to 1·<·1n,1in 
lw,ilthy. I Jc• proposes th.it l'quililiriurn cm lie' 
r('stored liy cor1se1vi11g tr,iditio11 through the i11Stitu
tio11 typicilly in ch,irgc of d cultur<''s nwmory li,rnk, 
vii., our schools. VVh,it l,c• lwlicves should lw co11 
served is not ,l cle,H IH1t his re,1sons for p1upo•; 
ing that conservdtirn, is cle,ir. 1\t i,;sw' is not the 
value of tr.iditio11s of the p,ist l)Ut the c.011ti11uity with 
tlw piesv11t tlHhe t1,1ditions prm ide. Post111,1n i, co11 
ccmcd thdt our culturt' he m,iinL1i1wd in its most 
balanced form. 

1 he' church has not h<0 e11 imrnunl' to th<' 1m·ss1m's 
of 1;1pid change 111 society. It has 
sorncti11ws poorly, to proclain1 its ,i1,cient 111c•ssc1ge 
with fresh appmaclv's to rww sit11,1tio11s. [3ut its 

fvh•lind,1 \Vorley, of Au..;fin, l('X,1'>, i,; ,1 gradu.lft' of Abi!PrH' Chri<;ti,rn 
Univ<'rsity and Yale Divinity School. 
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te,ichi11g is liy 11,iture "conserving," ih gmpcl firmly 
rooted in tlw p,iq_ The l)('lievi11g con1111unity con 
fcs,;es th.it Cod's rl'wlc11ior1, wri11c•11 ,rnd collected so 
long ago, remc1i1is li'W', ,llld therefore' 111us1 lie co11-
se1·vc0d. \Nhat, then, does Post111d11 hdv<' to offer us in 
tlw nurturing of om ymlllg? It is p1·cci,;C'ly ,it tlw point 
tl1c' ,inciC'nt 111cssc1g<' i11tcrs\'cts with ,i society i11 r,ipicl 
ch,lllgc th,it l)ostm,rn's cdlC'g<nics ,rnd propos,1ls 
h.ivc v,tlue. WC' shall lwgi11 with his dssertion whicl, 
h,is the most sig11ific,111CC' for tlw church. 

The "Information nvirnnment" 

it is the husirH'sS ol the edw ,1tor lo 
,ISS('SS tlw hidSC'S of th\' infomi.1tio11 ('IWim11 
nwnt with ,l view tow,ml making 1lwm visi
hl<' ,rnd keeping 1lw111 tlllcil'r control. (p. l I) 

I 1<·rc l)ostm,111 reddirws ou1· Lisk ol tc>,1chi11g ,h 

h.ivi11g much to do 1Nith the "i11lo1111c1li<rn l'11vir<i11-
rne11t." Every socil'ty h,is its rnoclcs ,rnd p,1tl<'rn:, ol 
co111rnu11icc1tio11 which ,m' ,is 1ec1l 1u tlw socic·ty ,is is 
the tl'rr·,1i11. llwsc elements of co111n1trnic,11io11, the 
"infom1,1tion ('11viro1111H'nt," dcfi1w tlw p,1r,1mct('1·s 
of thought ,ind l<'<lming ,rnd ciC'lcrinirw soci,11 
,iltitudl's, ide,1s, ,rnd intcllcctu,11 c,ip,icities which 
1vill <'nwrgc. ;\ society in which the ,;pt·c•ch of orw 
i11clividuc1I to ,motlier is the 111,ijor <·lc1nC'11t of its 
"inforn1,1tio11 ('1wiro1111H'11t" 1;vill 111.ii11L1in d stnrng 
IJidS towdld m,il litn,iturc which, i11 th<' dlN'IH e ol 
tlw 1vi-itt<·11 word, will lw its chief medi1m1 Im pdos 
ing on its hi,tmy to its child1c11. VVIH'll w1iltc·11 syrn 
hole, di'(' introduc<·d, not only will other !itc1·,H\1 styles 
d('vl'lop but grc1du,1I ch,rngc, will Like pl,1cc i11 the 
,ociet/s p<·rccpticrn of histmy. If 1,lflirl ch,rngc takes 
pLicc in the "inform,1tion c·1wiron1rn'11L" ,is h,is h,ip 
rwrwd i11 ;\mericrn culture in the ldst few dcudcs, 
violent ch,rnges will ,il,;o take pl,H e in the 
of ,ittitudcs, tl1inki11g, ,rnd lc,1111ing. The clcctmnic 
rncdia tlw most obvious d11d pl'rvasivc 

which l1;1V<' Liken place in the "i11form.itior1 

with pnmission from tlw /'acuity Bulletin of Hw Institute for 
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envimnn1e11t" of oLH culture. 
The church hds rccogni;ed the changes and has 

understood to some clewee the role of the electronic: 
media 111 these changes. Discussions among 
tcdc:her·s, f),Hcnts, and sometinH'S church leaders, 
concernir,g the influences of media on young peo
pl(' arc not uncommon. Such influcnn's arc oc:ca
siondlly ,1cldr('SSC'cl from pulpits. But the church mdy 
not have clc,nly und('rstood the biases of the "infor
matio11 crwim11rncnt" in which our children live 110r 
taken its impact S('riously c'nough to subject it and its 
tools, tlw media, to nwre cor,ccr,lratecl snutiny in 
our various teaching situations. F'ostman has pmvid
ed ;1 gr·cat scr·vicc in defining this activity of scrutiny 
as tlw major business of conserving teaching. While 
tlw community of faith in the message of the Cospel, 
Postman clMifies for us the necessity of turning OLii" 

attention 1wxt to the "infmrnation erwironnwnt," 
for its biases excn pressure on the way we and our 
children think. We shall begin to suggest how the 
church rnight thus r('Sponcl by consicforing two of 
Postm,rn's c;itcgmies in tlw "infmrnation envi1·on
nwnt." 

The Image-Centered Medium 

The first catcgmy l)ostn1;rn describes as " ... the 
rndjur vduc1tional e11tcrprisc now lwing undcrtakc'n 
in the United St;itcs" is tck,vision. I !is two-chapter· 
discussion of this nwdium is complex, and 
somewhat grandiose. It is helpful, however, that he 
focuses attention more on the nature of television 
and its impact than on the content of its programs 
,ind conrnwrcials, which is the cm'a to which the 
church hc1s most attended. We shall confine our 
rcn1arks to only one aspect of television's nature and 
suggest hovv the chLnch crn more dir·ectly respond 
to the irnp;ict its biases have on our young people. 

Telcvisior, is imagr'-centercd, i.e., its matcr·ial is 
presented in a scr·ies of pictun's in narrative form. It 
is, thus, nonpropositional and instead of inviting 
absuact critical analysis, as say a written essay might, 
television engages the viewer primarily through 
his/her emotions. Then:.' is no dialogue with the 
matcr·ial. The viewer has no po,,ve1· to alter what is 
rapidly appearing 011 the sc:rC'E'n ancl is therefore 
poor·ly motivated to cr·itici;e the material according 
to categories of moral value and juclgnient. l'ostrnan 
argues corwincingly th,1t given this nature of televi
sion which discourages cilling into question ,my of 
its content, chilcfren are inclined to absorb the 
material uncritically whether or not it conflicts with 
what they know m believe about the n,,al world. This 
is an essential bias of television which he wishes 
educators to attend. 

Of course, an argument might hcr·e be raised that 
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whether the nicdiurn itself invites criticism is beside 
the point. The natLm' of television dews not deter
mine how the viewer· will respond to its content. If 
one has the skills of nitical thinking and some moral 
convictions, orw will quite natur·ally subject the 
mE:,dium to whatever· analysis and rnmal evaluation 
is appropriate. That is precisely what we are lwr·e 
suggesting. If our chilcfrcn are left without these 
critical skills of analysis and have no clearly defined 
moral convictions, or if it has never occurred to 
them to apply these skills and values to what they 
watch on television, they ,He more likely to absorb 
the, materiill without regard to its implications for 
their behavior· and beliefs. The bias of television has 
remained fen tlwm umecognized and out of their 
control; and we, their teachers, have failed in our 
task of conser·ving teaching. 

I low can the chur·cl1 best respond? If one is to 
design refined curriculum for studying a medium, 
orw must be accomplished in understanding what 
the nature of that medium is and how its content 
affE,cts its viewers. No accornplishcd understanding 
can be claimed here. \lowcver, ther·c, arc, some 
points of focus that present themselves as worthy of 
consideration when a refined curr-iculum is 
developed by the church. 

Teaching Contexts. Since children do much of 
their television vievving at home, guidelines for fami
ly television viewing might be helpful, not confined 
only to what kind of programming is approp1·iatc to 
pcirticular age-groups, but suggesting ways in which 
p,ucnts Cdn discuss the content of fJl'ograms they 
watch with their children. Modeling dppropr·iate 
critical skills is an exceptionally effective teaching 
method. 

The church classroom or young people's group 
c1n be an excellent context for teaching critical 
tek,vision viewing, prnvided each session includes 
watching selected progr·arnming together and that 
assignn1ents arc made which ('nCOlHagc use of the 
dewloping skills at home. The goal is to teach 
critical skills that are eventually applied hy the 
children to their own television viewing. 

Suggestion', (or Discussion Children should be led 
to ask how the medium ('r1gagcs them, to discowr 
for themselves which characters in a pmg1·,11n they 
most identify with and why, and how that idc,ntifica
tion affects thci1· "fl'clings" concerning the 
character's behavior·. Discussion is also appropriate 
concerning hovv particul,ir behavior or convictions 
in a program conflict with those of the church and 
what the conscque1Kcs of each perspective are. 

Young children arc' 11ot generally ready to par
ticipate in very abstract discussions but they arc 
not too young to learn to address critical questions 
to the television they watch. The context of Saturday 



morning cartoons might be a fruitful starting point. 
They can be led to ask how logical consequences of 
behavior diffet· in reality from those in a cartoon in 
which a character throws another off a cliff. Most of 
them know the difference but teaching them to 
discuss it clearly is a good beginning. 

"Technology as Salvation" 

A second category of the "infor111alion enviro11-
n1ent" is the "Technical Thesis." We shall confine 
our discussion to an off.spring of this thesis which 
Postman calls "technology as salvation" (p. 913) as 
seen in the content of television commercials. The 
subject matter of television commercials is rarely 
trivial. They typically address basic hurllan needs. 
The need to share the valuf'S of a grnup, fm in
stance, is often very effectively dealt with in bee1· 
commercials, or consider how well the need for 
status is manipulated by car comme1-cials. The fea1· 
of pain, of being sexually unatt1·c1ctive, of being 
thought to function poorly in the eyes of one's peers 
arc some of the apprehensions dealt with in co111-
111crcials. What is rnost significant, however, is that 
almost always the solutions offered to these deep 
psychological needs are products of technology. In a 
twenty-second p,uablc, one is told, usually with im
peccable technique, that whatf'Vl'r one's problems, 
the solutions to them are irnmecliate and cheap; and 
it's brought to you by the power and might of 
technology. This is what Christine Nystmrn calls the 
"111ctaphysics" of television, the "principle assump
tions about what is al the core of human failings and 
about how we may overcome them" (p. CJB). Of 
course "technology as salvation" did not originate 
with television con11nercials but it is very definitely a 

(Communi/)1, continued from p. 29) 
die walls of partition (Eph. 2:14), lo 1·cdecrn his 
groaning creation (Rom. 13: to ,'licit the bow
ing of evc1·y knee and the confession of every tongue 
(Phil. 2: I 0-11 ), and, ultimately, to reconcile to 
Himself all things, "whether on earth or in heaven" 
(Col. 1 :20), then how inadequately our thinking and 
practice conform to that vision. Are Wf' not 
sometimes busily bu i Id i ng new rn idcl le walls of p,nti
tion and carefully preserving old ones? [)o we not 
sometimes seem to g1·ant Satan clear title to Cod's 
creation by acting as if what happens there (ecology, 

bias of television advertising c1s We'll as progrd111n1-
ing. The church must draw the attention of our 
children to this bias, teach the111 to recognize it 
when they see it, and further, to see the essential 
conflict this bias has with the values of the church. 

Suggestions for Discussion. 1 n n::.fi n i ng CLJl'ricu I um 
for these purposes, the church must come to te1·r,-1s 
with some of the merchandising techniques on 
which advertising depends. The chilchen should 
learn to observe, for instance, how the actors/ac
tl'csses in commc1·cials ,He dressed, how they act, 
and what their age, financial status and pmfession 
seems to be. Thus, they can perhaps begin to 
discern at which groups of people the commercial is 
aimed and what connections the comn1e1-cial 
attempts to make between these "types" of people 
a ncl the product being sold. 

FLHthcr, child1·cn should he encouraged to notice 
for themselves what is said about the product, what 
is implied, and what is ldt unsaid. They need to 
identify what problem is presented in the cornnwr
cial, that the pmblem often manipulates a deep 
human need, and that the solution offe1Hl by the 
prncluct may Ot' may not be a realistic one. 

Summa,y The believing community st1·ivcs to 
teach its children what it believes and how these 
beliefs define what is real and valuable. It struggles 
to address the hunian condition in ways 1hat ,ll'C 

informed by scripture. 13ut the church must also 
teach its chilcfrcn to recognize the biases of the 
secul,H soci<'ty in which it finds itself and train them 
to discern when those biases conflict with that 
which they have conw to believe. We rnust prepare 
them to live lives of faith in an ;,gc of confusion and 
change. Neil Postman's book leaching As A 
Conserving Activity can help us in that task. MISSION 

econom politics) is 1101w of our or Cod's 
business? I lave we not appeared, c'vc11 as a malte1· uf 
doctri1w, to placidly consign almost all of Cod's 
hunian creatures (including most of those \•vho 
believe in Christ) to perdition as if this were 
necessary for our own salvation? l)o we not often 
think and act as if we were oblivious to the fact that 
Cod longs earnestly for the entire work of his hands? 

In the light of the 13iblc's grand vision of the futLm\ 
we need to explore in more.' detail the questio11, 
"How is the C'sch,1tological community 1·clatccl to 
the world?" MISSION 
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he olij<'ctiv<' ol Christi,111 educ1tio11 is ;i p<'rso11<1I 
spiritudl revitali1c1tion that 1csults in ,l lifestyle 

chdr<1ct<'1·i1cd by olwcliemc to )<'SUS Ch1·iq. This ob
jc'ctiv<' is rc<1clwcl only as Jesus is held before the eye 
of our s1ii1·its so that his in1<1gr' informs dnd controls 
tlw developnw11t ol our lives. The purpose of this 
dl'ticle is tu constrnct ,1 pl<111 for d series of l<'ssons 
thdt will (I) lie true to the 11<1tlHC of Cod ,rncl to the 
tc'<1chi11g method his ndttlt"C' dict,llcs ,rncl (2) offer d 
corHr<'!c' cxc1111plc ol the int<'rdctiori of theological 
knowledge ,111d lite, c'xpr'1·icl1( <' ;1s tlw ,H<'lld of 111cH,d 
le,rn1i11g. This pldn will co1nhirw a study of sornC' 
hdsic tenets of Christic111 lwlief with dll <111alysis of 
some selected television progrdms dS the 11wc111s of 
dnifying fund,Hrn'nt,il v<1ltws dnd ol lc,nning to liv<' 
ill dCC01·clc1ncc' with tlWS<' Vdltl('S. 

The US<' of cul'l'cnt televisio11 lll"Ogl'drnming within 
the educational 1irog1',_Hn of 1hc Church 1·cquires 
some justificition. First, the use of television withi11 
dn C'ducdtion;il pld11 doe's not 111<;,rn tl1c1t \('levisicrn is 
being used dS the nwcliurn of inst1uc1io11. Th(' pl,rn 
being eonstnJCtcd here propos<'S to use t<'lcvisio11 
hut rct<1i11s the study of th<' 13ihl<' dS the medium of 
instruction. Second, the use o( telC'vision programm
i11g within ,1 pl,111 of instructicrn docs 110t lll<'i11l tl1dt 
the values co111111unic1tcd thmugh the "tulw" ,m' 
<1cceptcd as the stancLwl fm right behavior. l clcvi 
sio11 provides dll ('Xercis<' in rnordl judgnwnt; Cod is 
the stdnd,rnl. 

llw 11',c' of tcll'vision wilhin d11 eclu«llion,il f)l,rn 
does nw,111 th,11 ii has so11w di1·cTt us<'iul1wsc in tlw 
pursuit of our olijcclive. kll'vision is ,i !)Mlicul,ulr 
appropri<1tc tool for instruction in life, vciltws arnl 
111oral lwhavior bec,HJsc it works hy tlw prc'S<'11Lllion 
of <111 image of l1umc111 life. The composite' pictul(' 
prese111ecl to the vi<'wing p11blic is d lifP image of 
what our culture generally ,iccepts as legally correct, 
soci;i!ly ,1Cn'pt;1hle, and lium,rnly desiralJle. Tlwrc 
arc those who uitici1c this i111agc for its inclusion of 
offensive langu,1gc ,rnd blat,rnt sexual rdcn'nccs or 
lwcause it is i11t<'llcct11<1lly dcrn<'ani11g. F:v<·n it these 

Mike Sanders is ministl'r for tlw Church of Christ of Olympia, 
VVashington. 
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criticis111s we1·c acted upon, however, the bdsic 
rnoral i111<1gc' corning ovc'1· the sueen would r<'main 
unchanged. Consider d few currently 01 rvcently 
popula1· shows. If John l\ittcr in "Three's Co111p;i11{' 
or "Three's A Crnwd" dicl not live in the same ap,Hl
nwnt vvith attr,1ctivC' wonH'n, would the show be ;iny 
less suggestive or h;ivc' ,lily higher mor,il toncl 
Would it tlw11 be clc'<H to anyone' tl1dl Cod's will 
regarding sexual relationships w;is takc11 seriously? I( 

Mr.Tin the "A Te;i1n" wc1·c sorncwhat gcntlc'r i11 his 
dealings with others, would anyo1w !lwn lw ,,hie to 
conclude that he held strong co1wicticrns about what 
Cod c'xpech in hum,rn reli1ticrnshi1)sl "I !ill Street 
131ues" is widely acclairncd for its realism. lndv<'C1, it 
has ,1 wide range of cl1aracte1·s that display all rn<1n 
1w1, of lwl1avio1· --srn1H' ,1drni1·alile and sonw not. 13ut 
do ,rny of the111 ever give any indication th,it Cod h,is 
a11y lw,ning upon their liwsl 

Alise11t in all these prog1·;1111s ,rnd these ,m, 
typical of currC'nt prog1·,rn1111 is ,111y rderencc 
wh<1tsoevcr to the fact th,it 1wrscrns have a11 olJI 
tio11 to tlwi1· Cn'c1lor, m even that there is a C:re;itor. 
The in1agc lll·cs<'ntecl, from its very cor<', is 
thoruughlr secular. It reflects a cultLm' that lives ;rnd 
moves with little, if ;i11y, gc11ui1w rcfercm:c to Cod. 
More than immoral, it is c1 wo1ld without Cod. It is 
the irnage of what I choose to call "Selfisrn, i.e., that 
view of life that assunics the of n1aterial 
affluc11u' for good life' ,rnd clcfi1ws good life as self 
1·cali1iltion (or, to put it in the l,111gu,,g<' of tc,levision 
co11111w1ci,1ls, "lwing all you crn lw"). llr this vic,w 
of life, niorality is 1'el.1tivc to self. This docs not mc;i11 
morality is nothing but the law of the jungle or 
eat-dog." It does rnean that the freedom to do as 
oric chooses ind quest for wl1c1t be~1 suits 01w's 01;v11 
Lisles d11d 1·,1tions withollt reference to ;rn 
absolute standard of trnth and without any dcrnar1d 
fcH ;111rl ,rn dhsolute loyalty to wl1,1t is outside rnwscl{ 
is reg,mkcl cis suprcnH' good. Thus, what tv\r". Ritter 
or Mr. T do is as simply bE'C:ause it is 
what they have chosen to do. \Nhat conformity 
tlw1·e may he with Corf swill, or 1.vith any other stc111 
rfard for that 111;ittcr, is dcciclentc1I r,itlwr 111,111 
delilwrate. 



Images are /lot lld.ssive. rlw ch,irc1cter of our 
behavior is (omwd by the im;ige we accept as the 
stancLml of r·ight arid fulfilling lile. I lurnc1n life im
itates the ir11c1gt's it dCU'JllS. The apostle Paul (2 Cur. 
3: I B) describes our hum;rn r1ature as a mirmr, taking 
on the image reflected in us. Ceorge Comstock, in 
his extensive study of television, concur·s with Paul: 
" television has become an unavoidable <111d 
unren1itting factm in shaf)in;~ [ernphasis mine] what 
we are and what we will lJc,conH'. . it is i11tric1tely 
entwined in the braid of life, so much so that it is 
easy to n1ist<1I«:' it for d11 entirely passive servd11t" 
(I cft,visioll in /\mc,ricc1, J)uhlicatiorv;, l3everly 
I /ills, 191lCJ, Jl. 121). lndcecl, hiblic,11 educ1tior1 is an 
(

0 ducz1tio11 in the image of Jesus Christ- d /Hesenta 
tion of his image as the jldllem d11cl power· of u-uc' 
n10r,1I life. 

The inccnporiltion of television viewing into the 
study of the Fliblc sets up <1 real-life confro11L1tio11 of 
rnmal irnages. This is useful in tlw pursliit of our 
educdlional goal, becwsc it rc'qui1·c0 s f,1ith to exc'r 
cisc itself in the rn,iking of rnordl judgnwnts, thus 
leading to the gmwth c1nd duification of our 
undersLrndi11g of )C'sus Christ dS the image of trne 
1110ral I ifc. Th is con frrn1L1t io11 of llHlrd I v,11 U<'S 
IWU'SSitdtcs thdt WC first dwosc to d((C'f)t Cod dS 

the' st,rndard and powc,1· of moral life lidor<' W<' cM1 
behave as He desires. 'vVlwn we do, we arc chal
engcd to clarify and to discern truth in distinction from 
error in dctu,11 life cxpcrie11ec. More import,rntl/, ds 
Cod is chosen ,is ultim,ite v,iluc, ,rncl dS we clwose to 
live l)y his truth, the i111agc of Jesus Christ is C'Stdblish 
eel before the rnirmr of om lwi11g, rnoldi11g our 
nHHal thinki11g into his likc1wss so tl1c1t "we hdVC' tlw 
mind of Christ" ( I Cor. 2: I (J). !his is tlw point of 
moral maturity where' rrnn,ility lic'conws ndtLHdl 
rather than forced d 1r1c1ttcr of imwr· lwing 1·,1tlwr 
than kgal expectdtion. 

rlw plan tlwn is to const1·t1cl live li,isic lesson 
pLrns that will crc,1tc ,111 encou11ter of tlw liilJlic,11 im
age of Jesus with tl1c ct1lturdl i111,1gc of the "r<',1li1cd 
self" dS 1ncsc11tccl liy cur·rcnt 1clcvisio11 progrd111111 
i11g. Tlw five lic1sic pl,111s vvill cover tlw following 
dl'C',1S: Cod ,ls the ,,t,rncLml of v,1luc; ,l Slll'\'(')' of ,1lte1 
native v,ilue strnct111cs; the contrast of tlw kingdom 
of Cod ,rnd the kingdom of thi:, wmld; nwrality ,is 
the choice of wl1c1t is ,rnd lift· with ,1 sc'11sc of 
mission. Each lesson will ,1im to engage the stt1dcnts 
in an irwcstigdlivc' look ,1t the vdlues c1nd the pcr·
scrnal choices thdt t1r1dcrlie their lwh,ivim. Some 
stuclr of tfw bililicil text will Like· plc1ce in cl,iss. 
Television viewing and activities evalr1ati11g tf'lcvi 
sion viewing will lw ,1,; out of-cl,1ss wmk. 
The images of life will lw glcarwcl from C'dCh dlld 

compared in order· to cl,irify what wu ,m' n'ceiving 
from each, to sec the cliffcrcnces livtween tlwrn, <1nd 
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to make d decision dS to which is prdvrrc,cl. r lie 
plans ,He /)l'Csentccl lwr·e in outline forrn. [c1ch will 
include a statc,nw11l ot lc",son ohjecti\'e, d liililical 
e<Jlltcxt, lc)so11 activities, dtHI ,is;,ig11111c'11h. l edciwr, 
will have to he selective ,11Jout the 111dtcri<1I dc0 pvnd 
ing upon the 11umher of sessions ,1v,1il<1ille tu cm<1,1· d 
lesson and the age range of their studcnh. 
basic plan can be the basis for n10re than one lesson 
period. The five might be used ford trimester's vvmk 
or mor·c.) 

LlSSON 1 

LESSO/'-! OFlJECllVE: 
To outline the attriliutc's of Cod th<1t ,He tlw 
niteria of vc1luc' ,rnd the clC'linitio11 of good for 
Christians. 

l3113LICAl. COl'\ITIXT: 
I. MMk 10:17-27: Cod is tlw ,;t<1ndd1d ol good. 
2. t_uke I 11: 11 24: Jesus' story of tlw L11lw1 ,rnd 
son rccmded here is a view of the rel,itionship of 
Cod to the people I le has created ,rnd lows. 
3. l'1·esc'11t is c1 view of the funcL1111c11tc1I ,1ttriliutcs 
of Cod \Vith StljJJ)lc·rnc'nL1ry rl'lerl'llC<'S. 

a. Cod is tlw Creator of life arid the possessor 
of the wisdom and power sufficient to guide 
IH1rna11 life to its own fulfillnw11t: C<·rwsis 
I: I 2:2'i. 
I). Cod is hol)1-truly "otlwr" th,rn his creation: 
I Kings Mark !Cl:! Revelation 4. 
c. Coe/ is 1wrsonal: Ce1wsis IB:16-U, John 
14: I 13. 
d. Cod is righteous Judge: Cerwsis 3, ls;1iah 
11:1 Romans 13. 
e. Coe/ is the reconciler of m,illl<inc/ vvitl1 
Himself- F'.ornans 3:21 2 Corinthians 
5:1620. 
f. Cood life is life in {dlow:ohip with Coe! and, 
thus, ccrnsistcnt with his nature: John Ci: 
/v\atthew c; I l\,ter l: l 

U;\RNINC /\CTIVI fll.S 
Lcsscrn I c'SL1blislws c1 tlwologicil crn1tcxt fm the 

entire ,;erics. It h,is two c,nqihc1ses: 
I. I/IC' /Ji/1/i( ,ii h,i,is Im Iii<· v,1/uc<> This is ,i IJ,isic 
outlirw liut should not lw sh,illow. rlw jllUjll'r 
ur1dc•rsLmdi11g of th,' idc,i,, t<'1nwcl "lwly," "pcr
scrnal," "sin," "reccrnciliation," and 
"fellowship" is vitally important. The point is to 
de'lirw these idc<1s. 1101 to dc•dl with ,1ll 1hcir ,1ttc11 
cLrnt issues. If the lc'sson is c·xtendecl ovc,r ',<'V<'ral 
sessions, students should lw ,1ssig1wd rnw or 
1r1ore of tlw texts citc•d to 1neparc for irH l,1,;s 
discussio11 of thC'se ideas. 
2. rill' /JOSi111~ nl 1/UC.\tions ,1IJ0ul televi,ion c111cf its 
in(/uenn, i11 our lives. What is it and wf1,1t does it 
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do? What issues about television pmgran1ming 
arc current? Which programs are getting attention 
and why? (George Comstock, Television in 
America, Sage Publications, 13cverly liills, 19BO; 
and Malcolm Muggcr·idge, Christ and the Media, 
Eerdmans, 1977, are both helpful here. Check 
current issues of "TV Guide" as well). 

IN PREPARATION FOR LESSON 2. 
I. Take a poll of what and how much television is 
viewed by close associates, specifically noting 
"never miss" or "favorite" progr·arns and those 
programs that arc mentioned most. 
2. From your own viewing of the progr·ams your· 
poll revealed as most popular, construct brief 
descriptioris of the following: an average day for 
an average American family; an exciting event; 
the concept of n1arr·iage and family held by the 
aver·age American; and the lifestyle that makes 
one happy. 

LESSON 2 

LESSON OBJECTIVE: 
To compile an image of what American culture 
deems the "good life" as revealed by what is 
popular on television, to analyze this image fm 
the life values implicit in it, and to compare this 
image with the life im,ige of Jesus. 

BIBLICAL CONTEXT: 
1. Luke 16:1-9, Matthew 6:19-20, and Luke 
12: 16-21: In these passages Jesus indicates that 
material resources can be used to good purpose 
but that they cannot provide what truly satisfies 
human life. Material resources arc tools to be 
used in the pursuit of spiritual goals. Consequent
ly1 they can be possessed but not "laid up." 
2. Matthew 5:43-4B, John ::i:16, 1 Corinthians 
13:47: Jesus draws a firm distiriction between the 
life that is self-ser·ving and the divine good which 
serves othcr·s. 

LESSON ACTIVITIES: 
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Television docs present an image of life where ;111 
pr·oblems are solved and all needs satisfied (the 
"good life"). The image is one of rnater·ial af
fluence, personal porHil;nity, status, and 
romanc(,'. Such ,111 image suggests that these 
things are what life is all about and that these 
things arc available to everybody. Money and 
popularity and love do play big roles in human 
I ife. 
1. The issue her·c is not the presence of these 
things but how we evaluate them. Do we see 
good in life being dependent upon acquiring and 
possessing the right combination of 111orn:>y, status 
and romance? Or, do we rcgar·d a right relation
ship with God as primary, all else serving this end? 

2. These value judgments should be interwoven 
in a sharing of the assessments students have 
made of the programs they found to be most 
watched dnd of ones with which they are per
sonally familiar. 
3. Learning to be a critic is an essential part of this 
lesson. Discussions can be structured with this in 
mind. 
4. Settle, for exan,plc, on thr·ee generally familiar 
shows that deal with people living together and 
assess what is revealed about the popular· concep-
tion of marriage and why this conception is either 
sound or unsound. 
5. Discuss too whether people can watch such 
pmgr·ams and not be influenced by the values im
plicit in them. 

IN PREPAl;;ATION FOR LESSON 3. 
I. Make your own survey of commercials on 
television. On what basis do they appear to peo
ple? How is human life desnibed by the commer
cial messages aimed at us? 
2. What is yom favorite pmgram on television? 
What is there about this program that keeps you 
watching it? Do you think it is true to life? Why? 

LESSON 3 

LESSON OBJECTIVE: 
To distinguish between what holds real potentiill 
for the fulfillment of life from what is illusory or 
fantastic. 

131BLICAL CONTEXT: 
I. 2 Corinthians 4: In this passage, Paul contends 
that the fundamental value decisions we make 
about life form our approach to everything else 
we do and think. The idea that the attainment of 
per·sonal prestige through the acquiring of 
material possessions and social status can fulfill is 
a fantasy. The actual fulfillment of life is indepen
dent of things possessed and depends solely upon 
one's relationship with God. 
2. John 4: I 16 and 113:33-lB: In each of these 
passages we find an incident in the life of Jesus 
where ,1 confrontation of fundamental value deci
sions takes place. 
3. In the fit-st, Jesus nwets a dejected, despairing 
woman whose hope for a better· life is tied to find
ing the right combination of wed Ith and romance. 
Only as Jesus forces lwr to sec such a hope as a 
fantasy is she enabled to find reill joy in a new 
rr·lationship with Goel. In the second, Jesus ar·gucs 
the merits of power with Pontius Pilate. Practical 
power contrary to what Pilate imagines is not the 
force to keep oneself in a position of luxury and 
prestige, but tlw ability to provide meaning for 
life's existence and joy in its living. 
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LESSON ACTIVITIES: 
Television is "t1·ue--to-life" but only in the sense 
that it accurately reflects a wmld that fantasizes 
about life's most bdsic issue. The message of the 
Bible is that the things that genuinely satisfy our 
being are love and a sense of purpose and peace 
about who we are. These can be ours in obe
dience to God, totally independent of one's 
financial or social position. Discuss specific ex
amples of cornnwrcials on television and how 
they tend 10 draw an equation between pe1·sonal 
fulfillment and the luxury of prestige associated 
with possessing a cert<1i11 thing. 
I. Discuss the method of ,ippcal. i'ose the ques
tion of whether co111mercials appeal to us on the 
basis of a pmcluct's ability to supply an actual 
physical need (e.g. t1·anSJ)()i'tation or cleanliness) 
or on its perceived ability to make us acceptable 
to otlwrs and even envied by others. This should 
be an i11dication that real satisfaction is beyond 
the reach of possessions. 
2. Discuss the meaning of the often used phrase 
"true-to-life." What makes "Cheers" or "Miami 
Vice" more "true-to-life" than "The Muppet 
Show" (or are they?)? 
3. This would be an excellent time lo pose the 
question of wlwthe1· tlw medium of television is 
innately distmtive of reality. Malcolm Mug
geridge, the farnous British journalist, discusses 
this question in his book Christ and the Media 
and ;111swc1·s that television by its very natu1·c 
distorts truth. 
4. Finally, this lesson should pose the question: 
What is the reality that I want for rny life? 

IN PRlPARATION FOi\ LESSON 4. 
I. Note how many programs conclude without 
solving all the problems they bring up. For ex
ample, does the FBI ever not get its man? 
2. Note the race, occupation, and habits of the 
characters on several 1nograrns. VVl1,1t things ,He 
n1issing? For example, what races do not show up 
at all en shovv up only i11 ;i stereotyped way? What 
jobs do not show up? I las ,rnyone ever seen a 
minister or in a progr,1111 about tlw contern 
pmary scene who functioned as a minister or 

r·ather than as a for a joke? 
·-;. Make a survey of rderencc's to sex 
visible or audible). Wkit pc1·centagc of the tirne 
are these references within a context of mari·iage? 

LESSON 4 

LESSON 013JECTIVE: 
To establish a concept of moral life as life in quest 
of what is best for all. 

13113LICAL CONTEXT: 
I. Luke I 0:2S-37: Jesus, in his story of the "good 
Sarnaritan," indicates that mor;il living is not a 
matter oi establishing moral rules or positions on 
issues. Establishing the limits of acceptable 
behavior is a mere p1·elucle to moral living. Jesus' 
question of neighborliness argues that morality 
sets no limit on how for good should be pursued. 
This is the challenge of rnorality. 
2. John B: 1-11: In this passage, Jesus is confronted 
with a situation full of moral pitfalls. lie 
demons1rates that true morality is the quest for 
the most good that can be done in any given 
situation. Correcting is more irnpcntant than judg
ing. 
3. Mark 10:1-10: In this passage, Jesus deals with 
marriage as a n1oral issue. As such, m,Hriage is to 
be founded on the commitment to seek the com
mon good rather than one's personal desires. 
4. Ephesians 4:17-24: Paul, here, explains that 
moral depravity begins with the kind of thinking 
that emphasizes one's own comfort. 

LESSON ACTIVITIES: 
Moral living is a matter of confronting life as a 
boundless series of problems containing a 
lioundless S<'1·ies of opportunitic·s to do good. This 
is moral in contrast to the mere avoidance of evil. 
I. Discuss specific situ;itions depicted on l<'levi
sion that are met with simplistic solutions. Con
trast these situations with situations drawn frorn 
the lives of students in the class. Emphasis should 
be given to the fact that Christian people should 
accep1 the ordinariness of life with its sornctimcs 
unresolved dilemmas and eve11 its iailures as tlw 
arena of moral living. l.ifc is cornplPx and our 
rn<Hal behavior is ,l matter of how we choose to 
deal with this con1plcxity, not a 111.1tter of fm
mulating ideal 1·esolutions. 
2. Discuss the ma111wr in which telcvisio11 dc;1ls 
with human sexuality. Discussion should begi11 
with the use of people as scxu,11 obji'ctS to clr-,,w 
attention and should rnove toward the Christian 
view of the sacredrwss of persons as pcr·sons, not 
th to be used. The mutuc1I co111111itnw11t of 
people to one another in the bond of marri.igc 
should be crnphasi:ccd as the l)dsis of the prnpcr 
use of sexuality. 

IN PREPARATION FOR LESSON '>: 
I. Using specific television characte1·s as 
exarnples, describe the following kinds of per 
sons: fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, children, 
teen bosses, employees, government 
officia the elderly. 
2. Describe the television character you identify 
,vith most closely and explain why you think the 
way you do. 
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LESSON OBJECTIVE: 
To form a conceptual image of one's self that is 
ddirwcl in terms of sen1icc rencl(!r(•d r<1tlwr than 
recognition r·eccivvd. 

131BLICAL CONTEXT: 
I. Mark 11:1 I I, John 13:1 16: In these passages 
Jesus dr,1111<1lic:ally defined I lirnself as a servant 
who is (ul(illcd c1s I le serves the needs of others. 
I le fulfills the purpoS(' of his life by givir1g of 
I limself to satisfy the needs of others r·athcr th,rn 
by getting other·s to serve I lirn. This is the model 
He ptnposdull) 1 conslrncts as our image of fulfill
ed lift,. 
2. Mc1ttlww I (;:24 2/l: This is the passage fre
quently cited as the expr·ession of the paradox of 
the Cospcl. Tlw Cospcl cannot lw understood 
ap,Hl frorn its total r·r'ordcr·ing of human values. 
Satisfied life is d matter of being a giver· r·athcr· than 

LESSON ACTIVITll:S: 
Jesus is the role model of fulfilled life. Christianity 
is an ethic of imitation. Lead the class in 
ev;1luating the way selected tc·lcvision ch;nac:t(·rs 
fulfill their life· functions. 
I. What is the c:h;1r;icte1· of a television father's 
fathering? Wh,it clews his father·ing s;iy ;ihrn1t his 
own self--irndge ;rnd his own personal aspirations? 
Is his fathering ir1 the image of Jesus or not? Why/ 
2. Discuss how tlw irndg<'S of tlw people we lik(· 
or id(·ntify with ;iffect ours('lves. We rnay not be 
an Ff31 agent <n a frontier rn,Hshal or a man who 
turns green, but OLH liking and dislikir1g of such 
d1;ir·;1eters r·dlccts the valu('s under·girding om 
own basic values. 

QUESTIONS TO EVALUATE HHS SERIES 

These questions ar(' dppropridte fell' class discus-
sion if the rrnmber· of sessions permits. 
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1. How can you change your personal vievving 
hdbits so as to make better USC' of television? 
2. If you could ch;rnge tC'levision pmgrarnllling, 

what ch,rngcs would you rnake? Are tlwr·e ways 
you can influence television programming? 
3. Are thcr·e issues raised by television that need 
to be addr0·ssed that have not been addressed in 
th is series? 
4. Can the Church make use of the television for

mat in its own teaching program? Give specific 
suggestions. 

hcse lc'sson plans, ,,vhcn originally writtc·n, w0·r·c 
pmposdully made g('rwr·;1I so that they could be 

adapted to all age-levels of students. In my home 
congregation these lessons were used in classes from 
first grade thmugh adult. Moreover·, all age' levels 
studied these lessons sinrnlt;rncously over· tC'n con-
secutivc Wednesday evenings. Those scl<'ctcd to 
teach in these classes had a series of prior planning 
meetings. We first discussed the objectives and prin
ciples of Christian education. Then we worked 
through each lesson, planning how tlw lesson 
activities could be adapted to various age groups. 

Emphasis in lesson presentation was put on open 
discussion. Students were pron1ptcd to talk about 
the pmgrams they watched, what they found 
appealing about the pmgrams, and what life-values 
were implicitly presented. Younger· students wc'r·c 
cager to talk about the shows they watched, hut 
needed assistance in discerning reality from filnLisy 
and in r·ccognizing th<' moral values pn·scnt,,cJ. 
Adults, on the other hand, were slow lo discuss their 
viewing h,1bits and displayed a r<'lllctance to 
recognize just how much tc'lc,visior, most of us 
wcitch. Most indicated a good ability to analyze the 
moral values implicit in the shows they watched 
when s1iccifical/11 asf«,cJ lo cfo so. I lowcvcr, most 
indicated a r·eluctance to bf' analytical. IJassivity in 
the pr·esenn· of moral images is as destructive as the 
inability to r<'cogni7l' Lds<' moral images for· what 
they ;ire. A continuing dialogue between p,Hcnts 
and chilcfren about the mor·al quality of programs 
w,itched would help children learn to be analytical 
about what thc'Y sec cind would compel adults also 
to be analytical. 

MISSION 



Hello out there-do you hear me? 
Can you 5pot the fool through the briny mist? 
I entered this s/Jip many storms ago. 
Booked passage before the winds began to stir. 
Placed a /Jope or two inside a bottle-

sos 

and stuffing my threadbare pockets with counterfeit dreams, 
picked a spot 011 a moldering map 
and vowed to reach that port by winter. 

i passed a fwndred sails in t/Je night
staring through them 
as they plunged off the ends of the earth. 
Never noticing the woimded on the deck, 
or the dying draped before the mast
occupied as f was in star gazing, 
caught up as I was in chasing the aurora borea/is. 

I saw many a castaway 
but wouldn't run the reef. 
Ddected signals of distress 
but was deafened by the roaring of tlw seas. 
I was bound for Shangri-La 
and not/Jing save a splinl<'n'd how 
could sink my vaunted pride 
or drown my he,idy quest for glory. 

The Master whispered gently 
along the roll of a thousand billows; 
cautioned mightily through screaming night-spawned gales. 
Showered me with tears as dense as sea spray. 
Even begged to walk to me across the waves. 
But I in my impervious single-mindedness 
laughed at His boundless compassion-
spumed as a trifle Hi5 consummate love. 

Thus the summer fades like t/Je sunset 
and the autumn like the moon. 
And my heart grows thick and ashen 
as fantasies overtaken by regret 
settle coldly to the quarter-deck. 
from where too late, 0 Lazarus, 
I search like a blind man 
for the Son who warms Ifie distant shore. 

Tile fool seeks in vain for paradise isles, 
and gat/Jer.s streamers of the deep 
to drape on crumbling clay. 
But the seaman who points /iis compass 
towards the one true Star; 
and charts his course on Him, 
need n(•wr fear the ebbing tide-
nor fall short of safe harbor. 

\1\lil!i,un ·1. S1v\vdrt, d prolific writ('r, tt',1c!w.., l!ni!l'd St,1!(•~ ! li'>tory cind 
1\m<'ric111 < ;,)\'(,rnment ,it lkll,1 Vi.std I ligh School, F,iir ( \1b, Ciliiorni,L 
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By LYNN E. MHCHE JR. 

he Church is a community created not merely by 
sociological forces and religious aspirations. It is 

rather a con1munity created by the eschaton, or, 
more precisely, by eschatological events which have 
already occurred and are occurring. !'-low if the 
cschaton nw;ins the End and eschatological cvc'nts 
arc events associated with the End, then such an 
asscnim1 sccrns to be absurd on the face of it. 

/\nd so it would be, were it not for the Christian 
;,sscrt ion thilt the last clays have begun a I ready-- the 
new age is dawning and the old age is passing away. 
"The Kingdom of Cod is at hand" (Milrk 1: 15) Wils 
the Cospel Jesus proclaimed. As an effect of his 
ministry, 1-ie saw Satan "fall like lightning from 
heaven" (Luke 10:113). /\t the end of his life, his 
death was transfigured into the reel cm ptive/lwali 11g 
work of Cod for ;ill time; and this was confim1ecl by 
his Resunection frorn death-the esd1c1tological 
event par excellence. 

It was joyfully announced hy these that 
the cschatological events for which many Jews had 
so /c>,Hncd fm so IT1dfl/ had actually 
begun to occu1- in their time and for their· sakPs. 
Elijah had preparing the way of the Lord; 
tlw power of Sal an Wd\ lnoken; a personal Suffning 
Servant hacl gone like a sheep to the slaughter taking 
upon himself the sins of many. This Suffering Servant 
had been raised fron, the de;,d dncl Cod had made 
him IJoth Lord and Messiah; the of Cod had 
been J)OLll"ccl out on all flesh. 

S0111ch0vv the c·schaton h;icl broken through into 
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the present in a way unexpected and unimagined. "I 
know that he will 1·ise again in tlw resur-rec:1ion at the 
last day," Manha believed. "I am the 1-<:csuri-ection," 
John's Jesus ar1110Lmcccl. 

It is c1 new situation- and a totally unexpected 
one. The Resurrection has begun, hut we have not 
yet been raised; the New /\gc has dawned, but the 
old age li11gers on; we ,H(' lasting the of the 
powers of the age to come, hut 1.,vc' ,He still dealing 
dail/ with the powers of the 1m'sc11t clay. 

This new situation had to he taken in, 1-eflectecl 
upon, ,rnd put in perspective by that early communi
ty of witnesses and fellow believers. VVc must do the 
same if we arc to understc1nd the place and the 
natLne of the community created by these' events 
which seemed to have occurred "bdorc tlwir 
time." 

In between these events which occu1T(:·cl in "the 
fullness of time" and the final (tc/os tlw l:ncl) 
when the kingdom is delivered to the Father, the 
Church slands as an cschatological c:ornmu11ity. This 
rncans that the Church is not the end in itself. It is 
created by the End iii tf1cit it exists on hy reason of 
and in the povVC'r of the events it pro
cldirns as i.e., the Cross and Resurrection 
and the promise of the Spirit. It is a sign, d poi11ter, 
and a precursor of the l::nd in that it points in its own 
life to the unity and the fulfillment which the End 
(telos) vvill 

For Paul, the Church is the 1·edecmed c:rcation---as 
over nst unredecnwd creation. Fh1t this is not c1 

static situation. It is not "we" (the Church) dg.ii1isl 
"them" (the world). The Church is 11ot 1ist the 
world; it is for the world. That aspect of the eschc1t(rn 



which has already bcc11 realized vvithi11 the 
cschatological corn mun ity has created "t rc,1su 1·es in 
earthen vessels" (2 Cor. 4:7) to be sh,ned through a 
"ministry of reconciliation" (2 Cor. 4: I I ff). In the 
Epistles of Ephesians and Colossians 1 the relation of 
the eschatology altcady realized to that not yet but 
ultimately to be fulfilled is described in grand terms. 
In Colossians, in particular, Christ is "the first born 
ove1· all creation" (I: I 6) 1 the creator of all things "in 
heaven ,111d on earth 1 visibl(' cH i1wisiblc\ whether 
thrones 01· powers m rulers oi· authorities" (!: 16). 
Ile is "the head of the body 1 the Church" (1:113). 
Through Hirn Cod i11tcnds to reconcile all things to 
Hin1sc,lf (I :20). This great n1yste1-y I le has disclosed 
to the saints (I :26). "To thcn1 Cod has chosen to 
make known c11110ng the Centilcs the glorious riches 
of this mystery, which is Christ in you 1 the glorious 
hope 11 (I :27). 

It is this glorious hope which issues in a declar;i
tion of n1ission. In Ephesians th(' Church is pictmcd 
as an enclave of 1edee11wcl cJeaticrn within the wmld 
of u11reclcenwd creation. l3ut this is not a fixed 
enclave; it is merely a beachhead 1 thmugh which 
the "unsearchable riches of Christ" arc preached to 
the Centiles (3:c3). Not only is the1·e preaching to be 
done 11 lo n1dkc all men see what is the plan of the 
rnysteryu (3:9), but the Chui-ch itself is the instru
ment through whom 11 the manifolci wisciom of God 11 

is 1o be made known "to the principalities and 
power·s i11 the he,wc'nl/ places 11 (3: I 0). Whatever we 
might rnake of the language, there is obviously a 
mission to be accornplishcd by the Church ev,'n in 
the face of wl1<1t God has already dC:cornplished in 
Christ. 

he Church 1 s gospel proclamation is itself an 
eschatological sign (a sign pointing to the End). 

This '1sign" is not peripheral; rather it gives the 
present time its n1e;rning. in this sense n1eans 
a pmleptic indication (an ,rnticipation) of what Cod 
has in stme for us in the cschaton. In this sense\ of 
cotJrse 1 the ChrisH'vent (p,utic:ularly the meaning of 
the Cro~;s in the I of the Resurrection) i:; the 

1 par excellence in which the eschaton prolep 
of the futu takes hold of the 

extension the outpouring of the Spirit is 
also such a ." As the cotrimunity created by the 
Spirit on the basis of the the Church, 
insofar as it participates in Christ (i.e., in the 
Resurrection and in the 1·it), is itself a "sign." In 
Pauline the rch is "the firstfruits 11 

(Rom only the first. The community 1 then 1 

is not to consider itself to be an end in itself but ser
ves as the visible sign of the New Creation 1 pointing 
to that for which not only the Church but the whole 
of creatio11 groans. The Church is that redeemed en-
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clave 1 the beachhead 1 which looks fo1ward to the 
reclairning of the whole of the teri·itory seemingly 
lost to the enemy. 

The picture that emerges out of this vision is the 
picture of a community which might be called 
"sectarian" in one sense' of that wcm!. It is a com
munity which draws a circle amund itself and 
distinguishes itself cle,uly from the "world." 13ut this 
is a sectarianisn1 not rnerely "agdinst" the world, but 
also preen1inently '1for 11 the world. The devil claims 
the world 1 but that is a false claim. Christ is the 
worlcl1s C1·cator and F~edccnw1·. I le inte11ds to have it 
back. That 1·eclemption is the message and the task of 
the Church as the body of Christ in the power of the 
Spirit. That beachhead 1 which is the Church, will 
one day ('1,com1x1ss the whole of ueation. That cby 
is coming when "every knee shall bow 11 (Phil. 2:10). 
Then the Church will no longe1- be a sect within the 
worlc( but will, with Christi 1·eig11 over the world 
(Rev. 22:5). 

or us in Churches of Christ 1 this eschatological 
vision of the church is not commonplace; and its 

recmphasis would have significant implications for 
our thinking. 

lirst, if the Church is preeminently an 
eschatological con1n1Lmi1y1 it is not primai-ily a 
"rc>storaticrnist 11 conrn11rnity. The former points 
prin1,nily to the futmc, and it points to the past only 
as the future of Cod has broken into the past. Tlw 
latter emphasis is always in clanger of trying to 
reestablish the past, as if it were the goal of human 
history and of salvation histmy and a'., if our task 
were merely to be just like' we were at sorne pristine 
time in the past. Som<' of the rnore revolutionary 
(and biblical) Christian n10vcrnents in history were 
11 restorationist 1

11 but what they restored was the 
eschatological power and vision of an old message, 
not just old ways of doi thi11gs. The church should 
be looking back to the rst century only IJC'CHJSC' 
that is when the future decisively broke into ou1· 
history. As a con1mtrnity, the Church should be 
moving into that future with the cschatological 
111essage of what ha:; been a11d shall be clo1w for us 
,md through us. The Church is not and has newr yet 
been what intends for it 10 be---not now nor in 
the first century. Christ wants to the Church 
to Himself without spot or wrin (Eph. 5:27). This 
is possible only by the power of his cleansing grace 1 

not ou1· ability to restore. It is an eschatologic,I 
hope. 

Second, if the Church i:; a11 eschatological com
munity and not ;u1 end within it tl1e11 om task is 
not dorw merely by 11 bcing 11 the Church 1 even the 
11 right1 1 Church. If Christ died to fJl'cak down all mid-

(continuc<I on p. 21 ! 
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By JOHN W. WADE 

Clarion: clear, sharp, ancl shrill: as a 
clarion call; to announcr' (mccful/)1 m 
loudly. 

Clarion: I\ muclcm hotel /ocat('(I on 
the St. Louis riverfront alnwst within 
the shadow o( the llrch. 

Eit hc1· cldinit ion wou le/ have been 
correct 011 March 12-14, 19il5, as 
about 400 interested persons, mostly 
men and mostly of the Christian 
Church/Church of Christ persuasio11 
rnet at the invitation of an ad hoc corn·· 
mittee that came into C'Xist('llCC more 
than a year ago. The a(/ l1oc conrn1it
tce, coniposcd of ahout fifty 
bro t h c rho o cl IC' a cl c rs rn in is t c' rs, 
educators 1 journalists--had nwt twice 
previously to isolate' and openly 
address what they lic'li<'ved were pro
blems troubling the churches. While 
there was no general agreement about 
what these problc,rns were, the fc,cling 
of <'1111ui and discouragenwnt that 
Sc!l'l11S to have moved across the 
brotherhood demanded that 
something be clo1w. Since every move' 
mcnl and orga11i1;itio11 in the 
brotherhood had its origins in c1n a(/ 
hoc nweting, another ad hoc rneeting 
seemed both historic,lly cind pr,Kti 
c,lly an appropriate way to go. 

With Fear and Trembling 

Some approached the meeting 
apprehensively, fearing the possibility 
of serious confrontations. Many across 
the countr\ 1 had received a mailing 
from the Rob<'rt F. Ogan Memorial 
Fund just a few days prior to the 
meet 111 the packet 11>/,lS the ratlwr 

John W. Wade teaches in the Christian Educa
tion Department of Atlanta Christian College, 
East Point, Ceorgia. 
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lengthy corrcsprn1dcncY on the ques
tion of incrrancy conducted between 
Dr. M. N. Fleck of Prince Edward 
Island, Canada, and l)r. Fred Thomp
son, at the time president of 
Emmanuel School of R<'ligion, and 
other persons associated with him. 

Other iterns in the packet were' 
critical of Stand.ire/ f'ublishing Corn 
pany's book, Christi,m Doctrine, ,rncl 
the North American Christian Convcn· 
lion for its involvement i11 promoting 
the ad hoc c:orrnnitte<'. This packH 
soon bc'c:ame known as the 
"Canwlback Papers" hc,uuse the rnan 
most respo11Siblc for the distribution of 
th<' packet, Dr. j(JC' C.1rton Smith, 
ministers lo the Crnwlh.1ck Christian 
Church, Scottsdale, Ari1011.1. 

A Truly Open Forum 

The formal of the forum w<1s design
ed to allow as much frl'<'dorn of discus
sion as possible. l'ive topics under the 
general heading "Our Futurc" were 
covered during the meeting: Is 
l\ootecl in Our Creal I ic'rilage; ... l\c
quires an lloncsl Self-appr,1is,1I; 
M,md,1t<'S Intern.ii lfoity; ... i'-lecds to 
F<ice Conte111por,iry lssu<'s; . As I he 
Only Christians/ Compels Us lo 
Mission. 

Two persons, ofte11 1wrso11s with dif
fori11g liackgrounds, pres('lllcd IJrid 
papers 011 each ot I hese topics. Tlw11 
the meetings broke up into .ihuut 
tW<'nty discussion groups to cil'al with 
the topic in srn.ill groups. Discussions 
were tlie11 surnm.iri,;cd for the l<1rger 
group; and if tillH' rcrn,1i11cd, otlwrs 
fron1 the floor could acid to the com
ments. The discussion groups vvc1·c 
chosen .;t r,rnclorn, lwlpi11g insure th<1t 
neither cliqups nor old cronies would 
lw able to dominate any group. The 
spokc•s111e11 fen I he discussion groups 

E 

were also chosen without any direc
tion from I he 1c,acJe1·s of l he ad hoc 
committee'. Such procedures insured 
that ,lily hidd<'ll ,,gendas were likely to 
he rather thoroughly diluted. 

Dealing with the Issues 

Such OJl('n1wss 111.idc the course, of 
the discussions rather unpredictable. 
For instance, many who crnw were 
clec•ply conn'mcd about incrr,rncy. 
\i\/hilc it does not involve ;rny grec1t 
number of people, some sec it .is the 
most serious long··tcrm problem facing 
the Christian Churclws/Churclws of 
Christ. Yet this issue was sc,irc:ely men
tioned in the pul)lic gatherings. 

The suggestion IJy Dr. I lcnry Webb 
of Milligan Colleg<· th.11 the North 
Amcric111 Christic111 Convention serve 
as a vehicl<' to form a commitll'(' to 
oversee long-term pldrrning for the 
brotherhood drew c:onsideralilc fire. 
Sever,11 of the r<",ponsc's cle,irly in
clicaied that while most may agree that 
the lirothcrhoocl suffers from a lack of 
systematic pl.rnnirig, the leaders .ire 
not rcc1dy lo have it drnw for them 
from the lop down. 

llic feeling h,is IJe<·11 rather per
v,;sivc for tlw pc1st decade 1hc1t the 
Christian Churclws/Cl1wclws of Christ 
h.ive 1101 IJ('<'n growing in mernlwr· 
ship. Dr. lv\edford Jones of l)dcific 
C:hrisli,rn College r<'dd d 1ia1wr show
i11g that tlw churclH", ,ire growir1g .it .i 

two peru·11t annual rate. \Nhile this 
does not 111.itch the growth ralt' lwing 
ex 1w ri c 11 ccd liy t lw tv\o rm o ns, 
l'c>ntecostals, .ind Independent ll.ip
tists, it docs ('xc:ecd the r,;tcs of the 
m.ii11li1w d<'11omin,1tio11s. In his usual 
optimistic: 111c1111wr, Dr. Jones insisted 
that the brotherhood 1Nas doing Wl'II 
and could do even liettc·r. 

Tlw pen.'1rnial question of the sL111ce 



o{ the Restoration Movement vis-a-vis 
the "pious unimrncrsecl" was treated 
in a scholarly paper by Dr. Robert Fife, 
who has served for a number of years 
with the Westwood Christian 1:ouncla
tion of Los Angeles, Californi;1. Dale 
McCrnn, First Christian Church, Long-
111ont, Colorado, presented son1e prac
tictl suggestions about how lo h,rncllc 
the problem. Boih explicitly rejcclcd 
open membership ,is a possihle solu
tion. 13ut some in !he group were no 
more willing to accept their r,ltlwr 
generous atti!Udes toward the unim
nwrsed lhan were llw rc,1d('rs of 
Alexander Campbell's L.unenlwrg l('t· 
ter a century and a half ago. Some pro
blems eventually just go away; others 
change with changing times; but 
others never go away and never 
change. /\pp,m·nlly llw problem of the 
movement's attitude toward the unim
mersed is one of these. 

l'erl1aps th(' most impassioned pica 
during the whole 11wc'ting w,1s 
presented by one of the discussion 
group secrC'taries. I fansclf ,111 ethnic, 
the spE<il«•r plC'dded for ,1 greater in
volvcnwnt hy thC' 111ove1nc0 nt with 
various ethnic groups now so obvious 
in all of our major population centers. 
No one took excc•pticrn lo his stric 
tures; but if the hislo1y of !IH· 
hrotlwrhood can serve as ,l prophet, 
probably few will do anything ,ibout 
taking the' plea to ethnic groups. 

One of the surprises was that so little 
was said ,1bout improving rel.itions 
with those nwmbcrs of the ls'.estor.ilion 
MovE'nwnt who do not LIS<' the 
rnusicil instrument in worship. Some 
nH•mbers of tlw noninstrunwnt,11 
Churc:lws of Christ ,1ttell(lc•d the open 
forum ,rnd joined in !he discussion 
groups, where their ol1serv,11ions Wl're 
welcomed. IJcrh,ips the knowledgt' 
th,it c1notlwr group h<1cl schl'cluled 

meetings specific.illy lo ,iddrcss this 
issue led to this omission. 

from Here, Whither? 

In the closing session, John Mills, 
minister of l'irst Church of Chris!, 
Painesville, Ohio, who hc1s Sl'rvcd .is 
chairman of the ,HI lwc committc>e ask
ed the question, \IVhcre do we go fro1n 
here! The overwhelming sc•ntimcnl 
w,1s that ilw effort IJy the ,l(/ /J()( con1 
rnittcc should not encl wilh the open 
Jorurn. 13ui tlw qucslions 01 wlwrl', 
when, ,rnd how to continue the dforl 
lwc,imc· ,1 bit more' sticky. 

Even !hough Chairm,rn Mills insisted 
that the ac/ hoc nweting h,icl no provi
sions for formal molions, ,1 11101ion to 
bring tlw dforh of lhl' con1111itll'l' 
under !he ,wg1s of 1h,· Nrn[li 1\11w1ic,111 
Christi,111 C:orwcntion w,is pc1ssed. But 
in the confusion th.it followc'd, it 
liee,rnw evidcnl lh,11 m,rny were not 
quite sure what they h,icl voted {or; 

and so the motion wc1s left h,rnging in 
micL1ir. The only lhing tha[ seemed 
cll'dr wc1s lh,it ilw ch,111n•s wcrl' qui[c 
good that there will lw lulurl' 
lllC'E'tings, SOITH' time, SOil)(' pl,in'. 

Some Final Observations 

Sinn' 110 form,11 votes WC'rl' t,1ke11 
and t,iliul,itcd ,rncl no resolutions wvrc 
p,issccl, one had to clr,iw conclusions 
,1hout tlw 11wcting from in{orm,il com
nwnts ,rncl IJrid interviews. One thing 
was ccrt,1in: ilw opc111wss of the forum 
was ,ippreci,ited hy everyone who 
attcnclccl. lurthC'r, there wc•re no 
shouting 111,itclws, no flusl1--L1ccd con 
frontc1tions. Dr. Joe Cirson Smith, who 
prob,ibly c,imc' to tlw nieeting wilh 
more l"l'SC'rv,llions th,111 c111yo1w, 
acknowledged that the openness of 
the forurn along with the presence of 

because 
Ronald 
rational way doesn't mean 

their arguments for 
power on emotionless 

reason 

oliviously co11sl'rv,1t ivv voin", holds 
hope th,1t the hrollwrhood c.rn still lw 
kepi !rue lo ils course. l)r. I. Rich,ird 
Cr,1l1trl'(\ ministl'r ol !Ill' 1\e,1dc·my 
C:hristi,111 Church, C:olor,ido Springs, 
C:olor,ido, ,111d OIH' ol tlw origin,11 
11wmlll'rs of the ,lll /)(Jc cornmittc'l', 
1,v,1s optimistic both ,ilioul ilw ,1[tC'll· 
cl,111u0 ,rnd the ,1[[itudl 0 s ol !hose who 
attenclccl. 

l)r. R,ilph Sm,111, vitl' prcsicll'nt 01 

SL111cl,ird l'ulilishing Comp,rny, ,h,m·d 
these Sl'11[i111ents. Editors of two ol ilw 
more widely rc,icl Jrn1rn,ils 01 lhl· 
lirotlwrhood S,1m Sterne of ilw C/11/\ 

11,1n \1,111c/,1rr/ dllCI Slwr,voocl Ev,111s ol 
F!.e,tor,1//(Jll I fl,r,1/cl ·· Wl'l"l' IJO[h prl'· 
sent for the forum. 130th l1,1d givl'11 
cclitori,il support (or ilw foru111, ,rncl 
liotl1 IC'll optimis[ic c11Joul thl' rl·sulh. 

01H' olise1Yc1tion th,it 1v,1s surprising 
lo some l'11wrgl'd from [he di,c LJssion 
groups. While tlw l,1IJl'ls "conscr 
v,itive" ,rnd "libcr,11" ,Hl' sc,irn•ly 
,1ppropri,1[c within thl' lirnitC'cl Cl1ris
[i,111 C:hurchl 0 ,/Churclws o( Christ 
[licologie,11 COllSC'llSU,, SOil)(' llO[(·cl 
that the younger men sc·c·'ll1Pd to lw 
more ccJ11servativ0' than the older men. 
If this was ,111 ,iccur,ite olisi'r1',1tion, 
then it rc,fll'Ch ,l trend th,11 h,i, !wen 
st<1tistic,1lly vcri(il'cl ,irnong Proil'SL1nt 
clergy ge1wr,illy ,lno,s ilw counlry. 

Now li,ick lo clarion: 
"Shri//"~definitely not. lnste,id it 

was warm, open, friendly. 
"lo ;rnnounce (orcc(ully or /olJ(f/)1" 

-a washout. No official pro
nouncements were even feebly or soft
ly made. 

"(/(',]/"" m,1ybe, if Oil(' 111(',HIS lh,1[ 
Christi,111 Church pcopil• like lo t,ilk to 
one ,111otlwr, C'Vl'll pl'oplc with whom 
they diSdgl('l'. 

";\ lll()(/c'rtl liotd" right 011 l,Hgel 
and righl i11 tlw sh,idow of tlw big 
;\rch. MIS>ION 

A Christian's wisdom combines God-
reason with Sound 

reason leads to repentcnce. We don't 
need exhortations reason on 
any issue 1 not on the arms 
issue. 
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Victor Hunter, a former editor of Mission, and Phillip Johnson, a 
frequent contributor of articles, are currently engaged in urban 
n,inistry in London, England. 

Not a church renewal manual nor a "how-to" for preachers, their 
book explores the life of the Christian in the context of the local con
gregation. 

Don Haymes, a mem of the Mission Board of Trustees, has 
arranged this prepublication special for readers and friends of 
Mission. 
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