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REPORT

OF THE

PROCEEDINGS

OF A

General Meeting of Messengers,

From Thirteen Congregations, held in Whlisburg, Va.
on Saturday, the 12tk of April, 1834,

THE brethren in Wheeling, sensible that something was wanting
among themselves to fill up the measure of their relative duties to the
congregations in their immediate vicinity and to society at large;
being also apprehensive that the congregations within their know-
ledge were, from similar circumstances, deficient in doing all that is
<enjoined on the citizens of Christ’s kingdom, at one of their meetings
in January last, addressed a letter to the brethren in Wellsburg, wish-
ing them to take these matters into their consideration, and soliciting
their aid and co-operation in the use of whatever means might, on
mature deliberation, be thought wanting to finish the. things begun,
and to perfect what is wanting to the good order of the congregations
and to their usefulness to the world. For this purpose letters were
addressed to a number of congregations in the counties of Ohio and
Brooke and the surrounding country, soliciting also their aid and co-
operation. A meeting was finally agreed upon in Wellsburg, and
messengers from the congregations were appointed to assemble there
on the 12th of the present month, that the brethren might confer face
to face upon these subjects. Messengers from thirteen cungregations
assembled on the day appointed; and, could the brethren in Wheel-
ing have addressed a greatcr number of churches, doubtless the meet-
ing would have been still larger.

The meeting was organized by appointing brother Jokn Brown,
President, and brethren Isaac Hoge and J, T. M‘Vay, Secretaries.
After social worship the object of the meeting was stated, and the
matters to be examined were submitted in the form of three questions:

Ist. In all the relations in which the congregations stand to them-
selves and to the world, is there any thing wanting to the full discharge
(();hall thhfat i8 enjoined upon them by the great King and Head of the

urc

This question being unanimously answered in the affirmative, the
second question was, What are the things wanting ?
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effects of collected and concentrated effort. Moreover, when God
instituted a social religion, he made it a national care and concern,
and united all the families and tribes of Isruel in one great system of
co-operation. By consultation co-operation nations have been formed,
cities and temples reared, monuments and towers erected, which have
been the wonder of the world.

So very social and co-operative is Christianity in all its institu-
tions, that the multitudes who first embraced 1t came togethtr in one
community—had all things common—and were one in all their pray-
ers and efforts—daily in consultation and in co-operation for the pro-
motion of its interests—and kept with one accord in one place, till a
violent persecution drove them from the metropolis and scattered
them over Judea and Samaria,

But if we are asked for an express command for congregatious to
co-operate, or for a consultative meeting to be held of any number of
ind‘viduals or congregations, we can adduce none. Neither can we
produce a command or a precedent for writing, publishing, or printing
a line of the Holy Scriptures, nor for building a house for a Christian
congregation to meet in.  Shall we thence infer that the printing of
the Scriptures, or the translation of them from a dead to a living
language, or from one living language to another, 1s uuchristian or
unauthorized by the Apostles? If] then, the principle is clearly re-
cognized, and the fact established, that the primitive Christian con-
gregations did consult together, and co-operate in all affairs pertaining
to the conversion of the world, and ghe prosperity, peace, and happi-
uess of the kingdom of Jesus; then we have suflicient authority to
proceed in devising ways and means to further the interests of our
Saviour’s cause, in every possible way, and by all lawful mecans.

Now as it derogates nothing from the divine authority for the con-
secration of the first duy of every week, that we have no positive
command addressed to any church, saying, that it ought to assemble
on every first day for the observance of the social ordinances of the
Redeemer, because we have an unequivocal precedent that the dis-
ciples assembled on that day for the keeping of the ordinances—so
neither can it be an argument against consultative meetings or the
co-operation of churches, that we have no positive command address-
ed to the congregations, calling upon them to meet for such purposes,
provided we have clear and unequivocal precedents that the Christian
congregations did even in the age of the Apostles co-operate. It need
hardly be observed that if the fact be established that the congrega-
tions did co-operate, it follows, as a necessary consequence, that they
did consult together on the ways and means of co-operation; for co-
operation without consultation would be fortuitous, irrational, and
unavailing.

We theretore proceed to show, that the congregations set in order
by the Apostles themselves, did, while the Apostles yet lived, co-
operate in matters and things of general concern. To say nothing
at present of the consultative and co-operative meeting of the congre-
vations in Jerusalem and Antioch, on a question which concerned all
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the Gentile congregations,—(for whatever may be said of the authori-
ty of the Apostles to decide all questions of this sort, the meeting
there was consultative; and the much debate and consultation among
the elders and apostles preceding the decision, as narrated by Luke,
shows that the meeting was fairly consultative,)—I say, passing over
this celebrated meeting, we proceed to two very plain cases found in
the 8th chapter of the 2d Epistle to the Cormthians.

In the 19th verse Paul mentions “a brother who was chosen dy the
congregations their fcllow-traveller” Wherever there is a choice
made there must hav: been deliberation; and whereyer there has been
a choice by congregations, there must have preceded it a consultation
of the congregations, This being very evident, we mention a second
instance of the same sort, in the siune chapter, verse 23, Paul intro-
duces certain brethren whose names are not mentioned as (npostles)
messengers of congregations.  If our brethren,” says he, *be in-
quired of; they are apostles of’ congregations,” (new version)—¢“mes-
sengers of congregations,” (common version.) These messengers of
congregations were doubtless chosen by the congregations whose
messengers they were; and as they were acting in concert with Paul
and Titus, 1t 1s obvious that the congregations whose messengers
they were, at that time were co-operating in some matters of general
concern. If itshould be alleged thut they were only co-operating in
matters pertaining to the poor of the congregations, in the supply of
their temporal wants, it only strengthens the argument in favor of the
co-operation of congregations—by establishing the principle of co-
operation in such matters as cannot be effected by a single congrega-
tion; and by exhibiting that concern for the weltare of the brethren
in small matters, it furnishes a decisive argument for co-operation in
the things pertaining to the greater wants and necessities of the breth-
ren, in aid of their spiritual comfort and influence in the world,

But, indeed, the Acts of the Apostles thronghout exhibit nothing
mare plainly in the history of primittive Christianity, than the spirit
of co-operation. The church in Jerusulem co-operated with all the
churches in Judea, and with the churches among the Gentiles as far
their circumstances would allow; and the congregations of the Gen-
tiles co-operated with them to the full extent of their opportunities,
We find all the congregations alive to the prosperity of each other,
and co-operating in aid of all the travelling brethren, selected and
commended to the favor of God by the congregations. There wasa
continual going to and from Jerusalem, Samaria, Antioch, and other
great places ot resort.

At Antioch Paul chose Silas to accompany him, and the brethren
commended them to the protection and patronage of the Lord. ‘They
went to Derbe. From Derbe Paul took Timothy; Gaius also ot
Derbe accompanied him. After some time Paul went to Corinth,
Erastus, a convert of that city, was chosen to minister to Paul and
travel with him. Sopater the Berean, and of the Thessalonians
Aristarchus and Secundus, and of the Asiatics I'ychicus and Trophi-
mus, besides Gaius of Derbe, and T'imothy, were from these congre-
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be done, a general law could wot be promulged, nor a general prece-
dent laid down, wore than for the manner of translating, printing, and
publishing the Bible; or for erecting or hiring rooms and houses for
church meetings.  This must be a matter of expedience and conve-
nience, as times, circumstances, and the exigencies of society require
and suggest.

Wages for labor in the word 15 spoken of in the New Testament;
but no sum s supulated, nor any kind of wages specificd.  Paul said
he recerved wages from various congregations while laboring in Cor-
wnth, T Ep. viu8. Te was no hirehing. A hireling 1s one who works
for the sake of the wages; therefore, every vne whee receives wages
ts not a hirehng.  ‘T'he laberer 1s worthy of his hire, or wawes,  The
wages may be cither money, which represents property, or e things
of which 1tis but the representative. Now as one congregation may
not have the means of supporting one evangelist or proc laimer of the
word all the time, however convineed that it is both necessary and
expedient; and if'one vr two congregations with it are able jointly to
obtain aund employ one, why should they not?  Andaf two or three
congregations should all meet in one place, or send their messengers
to confer upon the person most eligible, or the field of vperatien and
the measure of his labors; what, in such a manner of vroceeding, is
detrimental to the conversion of the world, or ominous to the inde-
pendence and liberty of the connlem\tu)ns"

There is no prleslhoud-——no one cast of men in such an economy
of expediency. 'Thére is no legislation for congregations. no compul-
sory enactments-—no intertercnce with the internal rel atwons, duties,
or privileges of a single congrecation. It is not a body rnprc>entm
tive—it is not a mixture of clergy and haity on the principles of .'m_\'
sect in christendom. 1t is not a conterence of priests—a =vnod ol
deacons and clders—an association of clergy and laity on the prin-
ciples of a church repreacnmt|vc——m'1k|nfr laws for  the internal
affairs of congrecations, ]ns\mw decrees of exclusion on points of
doctrine or matters of opinion; but a meeting of churches, by their
messengers, or in person, with a reference to the faithtul and full per-
formances of those duties which grow out of the external relations of
the church to the world.  All now admifthat co-operation is necessa-
ry,and for the purposes specitied; and that no harm to the church s
now likely to arize from it: but some may fear the abuse of it hereafter,
Baptism and the Lords supper have been abused, and the Lord knew
that they not only might, but that they would actually be abused; yet
he ordained them. ‘¢ makes the arape to grow, and we may Taw-
fully plant the vine, though some may make a bad use cf its fruit.
We are not responsible for posterity—we are responsible only tor
ourselves,  Peter is not to be blamed for what his pretended sucees-
sor has assuined; neither was the meeting, nor the consultations ind
decrees of the apostles, elders, and the whole congregation in Jerusa-
lem to blame becanse of the proceedings of the Council of Trent,
Nor are we, who, in conformity to the precedents and principles pre-
sented in the Living Oracles, co-operate in the full discharge of all
our relative duties to the world, if hercafter others should abuse 1t to
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071t is expected that the Secretary, or Scribe, of every congrega-
tion, will inform brother J. T'. MVay, as soon as possible, what may
be expected from each congregation as a contribution to the fund—

that measures may be taken in accordance with the preceding resolu-
tions,

A LIST OF THLE MESSENGERS AND BRETHREN
In attendance at this Meeting.

With thefexception of one or two, they were all private members of
the congregatious to which they belong:—

Wellsburg—Jchn Brown, R. Richardson, George Young, Leonard
Hobbs, Louis Pinckerton,

Bethany—A. Campbell, James Parkihson, Alexander Mooney,
J.T. M'Vay,
Core—David lLogan. ‘
Centre—Thomas Donovan, Robert Nichals, John M¢Ilroy.
Steubenrille—Thomas Wier,
Dutch Forl—Absalom Titus, Samuel Cox,
Wihecling—Charles Eucil, Thomas Wilson, lsaac Hoge.
Warren—James Iodgen, Llijuh C, Foote, Joel F. Martin,

Cadiz—Samuel . ul, Cyrus M’Neely, William Harrah,
West Liberty- . ....cs Hough.
Salt Run—J)oshua Carle.

Middletown, Ohio—James Garrett, William Cochran.
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