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from making prayer for enemies a
regular part of the eucharist to wit-
nessing at nuclear weapons plants to
tax resistance. The section ends with
Wallis's epilogue, “A Dream,” which
presents a picture of Christian activism
slowing the arms race.

The book is definitely aimed at
Christian readers who are concerned
about the nuclear threat, but who
haven't yet read much about it or
thought much about what the issue has
to do with their faith. The book’s
structure is appropriate to its audience.
After convincing its readers of the pro-
blem and providing the kinds of hard
facts that are necessary in order to
discuss it with others, the book pro-
cedes to Christian discussions and
finally Christian calls to action. The
structure also matches the book's
prescription: the nuclear dilemma as
presented appears grim to the point of
requiring God's help.

Waging Peace gives the Christian
pacifist almost all he or she could ask
from a handbook for arms reduction.
Besides the three main sections, there
are useful appendices, bibliographies
and a glossary of key terms. One of
the problems with the book is simply
that so much has happened in the
nuclear arena in the four years since it
came out that it already appears dated.
Because of its 1982 publication, it
could not include Carl Sagan’s theory

on nuclear winter, an excerpt from

Jonathan Schell’s The Fate of the Earth,
or anything on the Strategic Defense
Initiative.

But to fault a book for coming out
before a complex, changing issue has
been completely discussed is, of
course, unfair, To fault it for omitting
material that was available to it is

another matter. What is missing here
is a presentation of alternative views in
sections one and two. To really
qualify as a handbook, Waging Peace
would need to offer essays such as
Charles Krauthammer's defense of
mutual assured destruction or a con-
servative theologian’s rejection of
pacifism in the nuclear realm. To in-
clude such pieces would be to give the
reader the views of the opposition in its
own words, which is presumably the
way the activist will find them out in
the trenches.

Craig Hergert is a doctoral candidate at
Bowling Green State University, Bowling
Green, Ohio.

Making Sense Out of Suffering. By
Peter Kreeft. Servant Books, 1986,
172 pp., $5.95. Reviewed by Bruce
Edwards.

There have been a number of
evangelical books in the last decade
dealing with the problem of evil, par-
ticularly the mystery of suffering.
Among those that come to mind are
Phillip Yancey's Where is God When It

Hurts? and John Wenham's The Good- -

ness of God. More recently, Rabbi
Harold Kushner wrote his When Bad
Things Happen to Good People, pro-
viding a non-Christian viewpoint that
has been widely circulated among
Christians. These books and this pre-
sent one by Peter Kreeft examine one
of the central paradoxes of Christian
discipleship, one which hovers around
the question, “If God is good, and He
loves us, why is there suffering?” In
this new volume by Kreeft, there are
no new “answers,” but there is a
refreshingly new framework placed

around this traditional, troubling ques-
tion,

Kreeft is a philosophy professor at
Boston College, who has written a
number of well-received Christian
books on such subjects as heaven,
death, and “the good life.” In this
book his deep Christian faith is inform-
ed by the twenty centuries of Christian
wrestling with the vexing question of
human suffering. Kreeft rejects Rabbi
Kushner’s conclusion that God is good,
but is helpless to assist human beings
because he is not omnipotent. Part of
the “problem” of suffering, Kreeft
points out early, is the way the issue is
framed. He declares that it is more
helpful to think of suffering as a
“mystery” than as a “problem” which
demands a “solution” — logical or
otherwise. This theme set, he proceeds
as a theological detective searching for
“clues,” not answers to the mystery.
Along the way, Kreeft acquaints the
reader with these clues from three
groups of people: philosophers, artists,
and prophets, The “final” evidence,
however, is supplied by the life of
Christ, as Kreeft eloquently weaves
together the events in the seemingly
tragic but ultimately triumphant life of
Jesus as He accepts his father’s will and
takes to his cross the world’s suffering.

This is not a “scholarly” book but a
devotional one that will provoke the
reader to think more deeply about the
mystery. Kreeft wears his
philosopher’s robes lightly, taking his
cue from C.S. Lewis, the master
apologist in the 20th century in defend-
ing God's goodness in the face of
human suffering.  All readers will
benefit from reading this compelling
treatment of the subject matter,

Recommended For Readers Of Mission

Those who are not already subscribers will find interesting, helpful, and
challenging writing in the following journals:
Integrity, 2919 Lafayette Ave., Flint, MI 48507. Subscription is free
on written request.
Restoration Review, edited and published by Leroy Garrett, 1201
Windsor Dr., Denton, TX 76201. Subscription Rates: $5.00 per
year or two years for $8.00.
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From the first, Mission has proposed to print
various viewpoints. The “Editorial Policy” found in
the first issue contains this statement. “We will not
limit our contributions only to those whose religious
outlook is the same as the editors.” We have two
reasons for this policy. First, we do not claim to have
powers of imprimatur over all views expressed by in-
dividual Christians. Second, we do not claim to see
every matter alike ourselves. The most that can be
claimed for material which appears in Mission is that
the views expressed are those of the person who
wrote them,

The articles most disapproved have been written
by brothers in Christ. The editors do not propose
that all these views are true to Scripture and healthy
for the church. But they are entertained by people in
the church. Since this is the case, they need to be
heard and confronted openly . ... We have no inten-
tion of foisting anything -upon the church, and we do
not see what purpose could be served by doing battle
with those who claim we do.

Thomas H. Olbricht, Editorial Board 1969

. . . the very presence of an honest and open press
can act as a deterent to evil, . . .

To be sure a journal—religious or otherwise—
could attempt to capitalize on criticism for its own
profit. . . . This is a dangerous temptation which
responsible journalism must avoid. But the words of
Edward Fudge about dissident brethren are ap-
propriate:

. . if you feel you must criticize, please stand
by our side while you do it.

These words express well the ideal of responsible
religious journalism which openly and honestly
attempts to “tell it like it is.” At least in the case of
Mission, any criticism which is offered, explicitly or
implicitly, is offered by those who stand by the side
of others within the churches of Jesus Christ.
Editorially speaking, we offer such criticism only
because we love the church—and him who found
it—and those who by his grace constitute its
membership—and those who some day may find

their home in it.
Roy Bowen Ward, Editor, 1969

Mission must be a place, a paper, a movement,
where faith continually seeks understanding.

But faith must seek understanding always “with
the world in mind,” and this is true for two reasons.
In the first case it is quite apparent that all reasoning
is conditioned by the milieu of one’s own time and
place. . .. Secondly, “the world” is in the mind of the
church in that the church by its very nature is
directed away from itself toward the needs of the
world. . . . Because the church should aJways have
the world in mind in these two ways, Mission's
theological enterprise should always revolve around
these' two fundamental questions: What? and So
What? ... The formulation of coherent statements of
faith is never sufficient in itself, and any journal
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Letting Go,
Continuing

By BOBBIE LEE HOLLEY

S ometime early«in 1967 a prospectus for a new
journal—one with an ambitious agenda
indeed—was sent to a “select” group of persons
believed by the promoters to be sufficiently pro-
gressive and forward-looking to see the benefits of an
open, literate, intelligible, challenging magazine. (In
the first issue it would be said that “the literary
heritage of the Restoration Movement is a rich one

which has always welcomed a new voice
dedicated to confronting men with the Christ of the
Scriptures.”) Critique was invited.

One almost always optimistic young man who
received the letter immediately wrote back to say,
“The last thing the Church of Christ needs is another
magazine!” He went on to note that there was a
graveyard full of more such ventures than anyone
could imagine. Walter Burch, one of the dreamers,
replied tactfully, thanking the young man for his in-
terest and asking him to subscribe.

He did-—and he read. Four years later—"as the
world turns”~the young man'’s wife became the first
woman elected to the Board of Trustees of that “new
magazine” called Mission. Not only was the magazine
successful, but there was one more bitter pill to
swallow: in 1982 his wife became editor. (God really
does have a sense of humor, doesn’t he?) And now
she has the task of laying this periodical to rest,

Both that now-not-so-young man and the editor
have turned grayer in the last five years. Yet he has
been wonderfully supportive, encouraging, and
patient with a wife often oblivious to him and often
away from home. Now, I think, he'd just like not to
have to cook all the meals or to run the sweeper
every time.

w ok ok ok ok ok Kk Kk

The writer of Ecclesiastes affirmed and a modern
song popularized the truth that for everything “there
is a season.” To the ancient list might well be added
“a time to hold on, to keep reaching, to keep pushing
against the obstacles,” and a time “to let to.” It isn't
easy to let go; yet it seems that life is for the most part
a series of letting-go's”—letting go of our teddy
bears; letting go of the hand as that little person steps
on the school bus for the first time; letting go as our
children grow and struggle, marry, move into per-
sonhood; letting go of dreams in the face of reality;
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Celebrating And

The Journey

letting go of youth and vigor; letting go of one stage
of life to enter another and ultimately of life itself.

What is true of our personal lives is also true of the
church and life in community: letting go of the little
church with the pot-bellied stove to move on to a
grander building with all its possibilities—but losing
the warmth and closeness; letting go of a “Sunday-
school” faith to move into the deep waters of trust;
letting go of the bonds of legalism, self-righteousness,
pride, and dogmatism and taking hold of the glorious
freedom of Christ's love and mercy.

Letting go is bittersweetness. That is where those
who have worked so closely with Mission—who
have been a part of its ongoing life whether as early
visionaries, Board members, editors, writers, artists,
staff, readers, friends, critics—find ourselves: in the
bittersweet moment of wanting to hang on but
needing to let go. However, we believe that, even as
it was in God’s grace that the enterprise was conceiv-
ed and begun, it is also in God's grace that it ends.
We have prayed for His guidance and tried to listen
for His voice.

* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

And while we feel a sadness, as of losing an old
friend, we also find reason for great rejoicing. We
want to let go with celebration. We confess our
humanness and that we have often made mistakes,
had unloving feelings, displayed arrogance and
pride, been uncompassionate and unloving. We do
not celebrate that but ask forgiveness and give thanks
that we sometimes grew through the experiences and
became more sensitive to persons and more aware of
the great responsibility of publishing a journal.

Just recently a reader called to say, “Where is the
next installment? Send it quick-—you have turned my
world upside down!” We celebrate the times when we
have turned someone’s world upside down; when we
have rubbed healing ointment on deep wounds and
touched hurting places with God's love; when we
have caused individuals to think, to question, to see
more clearly, to draw closer to God, to find victory
in struggle. And we celebrate the honest critics who
have called us to task and made us rethink our own
ideas.

We celebrate that we have grown into a com-
munity where we could wrestle with the complexities

which fails to entertain seriously the “so what?”
question is trivial at best and demonic at worst . , . .
the matter of faith is inseparable from how it matters,
and Mission must not address the one problem apart
from the other. . . .

[I see Mission as a vehicle of hope for the future.
As such, it must commit itself to the religious and
worldly realities it is intended to reflect and one that
is expressive of responsible freedom and genuine
hope. . . .}

Theological language is always a language of
response. . . . Because of this it must remain free to
explore, retract, and change in the ongoing, open ex-
periment of life. . . . [But Mission must not allow
itself to be bewitched by its language. Too often we
have transformed things in consciousness through
the use of language and have supposed that we have
transformed them in reality, . . .]

Mission should be personal in keeping in touch
with local communities of faith. In theology, theory
and practice should be married. In a journal, theory
separated from the actual realities of the church is
worthless. On the other hand, in the churches, action
without theory is idiocy. Mission can be a place
where theory and practice are brought together for
the good of both the journal and the church.

Victor L. Hunter, Editor, 1972

Newly charged with the editorial guidance of Mis-
sion, I feel keenly the challenge of the body’s need for
clothing of a wordful sort. The Word-become-flesh is
our pattern for enflieshing theological theory in
body-life, The cross is our reminder that religion
apart from people is dead, being alone: the life is in
the blood. We must speak of the great events which
called the body into being. And this verbal adorn-
ment must be of the kind of simple grace which
bespeaks our love for the body. . . ..

Christian journalism is . . . more than “telling it
like it is” (although it includes that). It is more than
mere openness” (for it knows the vacuum of being
cleansed of a demon, but left open for seven more
deadly than the first), Christian journalism is the task
of adorning, verbally and visually, the body, where
men and women meet God through Jesus Christ.

. . if the infusion of the Spirit is what can save the
church from degenerating into mere institution, the
agenda of this journal . . . must consist mainly of
assenting to his work. It may also include healthy
dissent. But it must perceive that our most insidious
enemy is not the shape or structure of the body. It is
that we ourselves may foil the Spirit’s work in the
world through the body. [Dissent therefore becomes
a critique of current fashion and style, not of the
body’s reason for existence. . . .] Qur journalistic
juices can flow however fulfillingly to the author; if
they are not enpeopled, it is a gift misused. . . . All of
which brings us back to our beginning point: Mission
must be clothed with words that give life to the body.

Ron Durham, 1975
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It offers an opportunity to material
that is not available to those who are
not in personal contact with writers of
this level — knowledgeable and
dedicated and informed on the Bible as
well as current affairs and problems
... . It offers thoughts that cannot be
presented in 30-minute class periods
and brings the knowledge that I am not
alone in some of my own ideas.

Narme Withheld By Reguest

Mission has meant a great deal to me
over the years . . . . the articles have
often encouraged me. I've found
scholarly explanations for beliefs and
understandings that 1 had reached in-
tuitively. And I've found that I'm not
the only Christian who has wondered
about our reasons for doing things the
way we do them or believing things we
believe. That has been reassuring . . . .
The articles on the role of women in
the church have been most helpful.

Donna V. Carlton
Edmond, Oklahoma

Power and Theology . .7

The articles by Scott Bartchy are
worth more than words can say. If you
continue to publish this kind of perti-
nent and relevant material, only God
knows the influence you will have,

[ must stress the import of this par-
ticular article. [ am one of these Chris-
tian woman-—a grandchild of an elder,
child of an elder, wife of an elder, sister
of an elder—need [ go on. Roots are
deep. However, 1 see terrible dis-
crepancies, injustices existing, passed
on to other generations.

I thank God that Mr. Bartchy was
not afraid to speak to closet issues-—
and that you were open enough (o
print it. Inevitably, when the Spirit
moves one person, He is moving many
others in the same way, in different
areas of the nation, the world. | have
been seeing evidence of movement in
recent years regarding woman'’s role in
the church. As someone has said,
Satan must have a real fear of women
to work so hard to keep her suppress-
ed. . ..

How this world needs every Chris-
tian operating in the fullness of the
Spirit of God. Just think of talents and
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gifts that are tied up, spirits dried up
and hurting. And yes, physical and
emotional cruelty as well, and all in the
name of our blessed Lord. . . .

Mission hit it high with Part |
[“Issues of Power and a Theology of
the Family, Oct. 1987] . . . . It is a
beautiful piece of research in Bible text
in showing that Christ totally
repudiated the concept of power as
control, but rather centered it in sero-
ing.

Norman Parks
KMurfreeshoro, Tennessee

Looking To The Future . ..

Mission has indeed fulfilled its pur-
pose and could retire with honor. But
another publication is certainly need-
ed. The fellowship of the Christian
Churches and Churches of Christ
(North American Convention), or
“direct support disciples,” is in turmoil
and internal conflict. The “A cappella
disciples” are not merely divided by
the older disagreements (from one cup
to the cooperative-anti debacle) but
also now are clearly gearing up for a
new campaign against the “discipling”
movement or whatever label is being
hung on it. The Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is experiencing
some internal conflict on leadership
styles and denominational priorities
for the next decade. All three
fellowships have experienced no
significant growth in membership in
more than a decade, according to the
1985 Forrest F. Reed Lectures at the
Disciples Seminary Foundation in
Berkeley by a Pepperdine sociologist.
A successor to Mission is needed to
address the churches’ needs for the next
twenty years,

The issues, as | see them, include:
spirituality or devotional practices (I
am currently writing a book on the
subject), the place of intellect-oriented
churches in a society converted to the
“touchy-feely” culture, faith amid
affluence, disciples and pacifism, inter-
restoration conversations, public wor-
ship, hymnology, ministerial educa-
tion, foreign missions, the military
chaplaincy, and other subjects related
to the way congregations function. . . .

.. . I need something to help me talk
with my son about the pacifist heritage
of the Stone-Campbell movement as he
nears the age of draft registralion. . . .
how is the progressive wing of the a
cappella fellowship going to provide
ministerial training and what are the
significant issues in domestic and
foreign missions for these congrega-
tions? Now that the “youth rebellion”
is over, what can we do to avoid a loss
of integrity with what we really
believe?

If the successor to Mission could
address issues such as these even
though I am a cooperative clergyper-
son, that is, an ordained minister in
standing of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), I would gain
quite a lot from the journal. And more:
my wife might begin reading it!

There is a lot of death out there, Let
there be life!

Dian Griggs
el Indiang

Disciples and Bureaucracy . . .

In reply to Brother Griggs' rebuttal
of my comments on his letter {Oct.,
1987] which in effect stated that the
Disciples of Christ have rejected their
historical background in America . . .,
let me say that I am not angry over the
hierarchical institutionalization which
has taken form in recent decades, only
sad. The disciples of Christ have sur-
vived for two millenia inspite of in-
stitutionalization, not because of it.
The evils of institutionalization are
well reflected in the following myth.

Jesus said to Satan, “I will defeat
you, Satan, because I will fill the hearts
of my followers with the highest
ideals.” The Prince of the Underworld
replied, “And I will win in the end, for
I will institutionalize each of your
ideals.” . .. ..

I am a member of the Disciples of
Christ Historical Society. 1 accept
Disciples as fellow Christians. But I
regard power, whether personal or in-
stitutional, as wholly alien to the
Kingdom of God. And I do not believe
that our goal is to present an institu-
tional presence in the world, rather it is
to present the transforming presence of
Jesus Christ in our lives.

yman L. Parks
Murfreesboro, Tennessee
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