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CHAPTER I
“ELEMENTS OF THE PROPOSITION"

On page 2 of his tract, Brother Thomas B. Warren lists six
assertions which he calls “Elements Of The Proposition”.

The “proposition” to which he refers is quoted in Chapter I of
this study. Though worded poorly, the “proposition” means that
Brother Warren thinks that a church scripturally may send contri-
butions to another church for the work of evangelizing an area
over which the receiving church has said “dubs” and thereby made
that work “peculiarly and exclusively” the work of the receiving
church. If this is not what his proposition means, it is not related
to the issue at all.

Here are his six “Elements Of The Proposition”.

“1. The existence of a need (a work to be done) in a field
to which the two churches sustain the same relation-
ship.”

Yes, the “existence” of a three-fold need is obvious: (1) every
creature in the world needs the gospel; (2) every church in all the
world needs to preach it; (3) Brother Warren needs a passage of
scripture, and not six assertions, to prove that “the scriptures teach
that one church” may contribute money to another church for
evangelistic work in an area over which the receiving church has
said “dubs” and thereby changed the relationship of all the
churches in the world to evangelistic work in that “diocese”.

“2. Congregation ‘A’ assumes the oversight of the accom-
plishing of this work. This involves the right of congre-
gation ‘A’ to act in such fashion.”

The work of preaching the gospel in all the world was assigned
by the Lord to every church from “A” to “Z” (I Tim. 3: 15; I
Thess. 1: 8), and the word “assumes” in this connection is er-
roneous and misleading.

The “oversight” of this church work was assigned by the Lord to
the elders of every church from “A” to “Z” (I Pet. 5: 1-3), and the
elders of no church from “A” to “Z” have any scriptural right to
give or accept money from one church to another for the work of
evangelization which the Lord has assigned to every church from
“A” to “Z”. When they do “act in such fashion”, they go beyond
what is written; they violate God’s law of exclusion; they sin
against the authority of heaven (II John 9).

Not only congregation “A”, but every congregation from “A” to
“Z” has the “right” to “act” in the work of preaching the gospel to
the world, and it must “act” or lose its New Testament identity.
Congregation “A” has neither a duty nor a “right” in the field of
}c;vangelization that all the other churches all the way to “Z” do not

ave.
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