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FOREWORD

Nearly all women belong to some club or or-
ganization these days, and most of them have at
one time or another been asked to give a devo-
tional at some meeting. One has only to ask any
program chairman to know how few people are
willing to attempt this part of the program and
how few people give it acceptably. People seem
to feel ill prepared to give these brief talks. Per-
haps they are.

The arranging of devotional talks is not so
difficult, but it does take time and some knowl-
edge of the Bible. This small volume and its
predecessors have been carefully prepared to help
inexperienced and certainly busy people. The
devotionals are what might be called custom built,
ready made and ready for use. Care has been
taken in estimating the time required for each
devotional; but as some people read and speak
more rapidly than others, if one wishes to be very
exact, it is wise to time each devotional used.

The public has been very generous in praise
of the two volumes which have gone before, and
as a result certain suggestions and requests have
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TALK I
THE PRAYER PERFECT

Richard Lewellyn, in his magnificent book,
“How Green Was My Valley,” makes one of his
characters say that prayer is profound thinking.
This is true. Prayer is the expression of earnest,
intense thinking. Many of the most devout and
fervent prayers never reach expression in words.
There are good prayers and bad prayers, accord-
ing to the hearts from which they arise.

Jesus, being perfect, prayed the perfect prayer.
From childhood we have been familiar with its
words. Indeed, it is to be feared that the Lord’s
Prayer has become more of a feat of memory
than a conscious exercise of devotion. When we

, .
pray the Lord’s Prayer, do we actually realize
what we are saying?

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta-

tion, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
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WoMEN AT WORSHIP 11

fort and sympathize with each other; but the
impulse which sets these feelings in motion comes
from God. He is the Provider of all spiritual and
physical food.

“Forgive us our debts.” Who, having erred,
does not desire to be forgiven and escape the
consequences of his error? Even hardened crim-
inals, in spite of their bravado, seek to be absolved
by society. The words about forgiveness which
Jesus prayed are at once an acknowledgment of
our common frailty and of God’s power to ab-
solve. The qualifying phrase, “as we forgive our
debtors,” reminds us that we, too, have an obliga-
tion to forgive. By thus qualifying our supplica-
tion for forgiveness we assert our acceptance of
our responsibility and our willingness to abide
by the judgments of God and to live by His mercy
and love.

“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil.” Those words are not only a petition
for God’s care and protection; they are another
implied declaration of faith in God’s power to
preserve and protect, an acknowledgment and ac-
ceptance of His guidance. Those words are like
the theme melody in a beautiful musical composi-
tion, an exalted recurrence of the melody of faith.

In the same exalted strain with which the
prayer perfect begins it closes: “For thine is the









TALK II
Farta aANnp COURAGE

Read the following story based on the second
chapter of Joshua:

Before commanding the Israelites to pass over
the Jordan into the promised land, Joshua sent
out spies, telling them to go view Jericho. They
lodged at the house of a harlot named Rahab.

The king of Jericho was informed that there
were two men hidden in Rahab’s house, so he
sent officers there. They told her to bring forth
the men, that they were spies. Rahab answered
that the men had left the city at the time that
the gates were shut, and she suggested that the
officers pursue them.

Rahab had hidden the two spies with stalks
of flax on the roof of her house. She said to
them, “I know that the Lord hath given you the
land.” She also confessed that she believed their
God was the true God. Then Rahab asked, since
she had dealt kindly with them, that they deal
kindly with her father’s house.

14
























TALK III
POLLUTED STREAMS

Traveling by motor through the mountains one
passes innumerable streams. Some of them are
marked, “Impure Water.” There is always dan-
ger where the water is polluted.

In some states there are laws forbidding in-
dustrial plants from polluting streams. There are,
however, as yet few laws forbidding the pollu-
tion of the stream of consciousness—the mind.
Both child and adult are exposed to mental pol-
lution. Obviously, keeping the juvenile mind pure
is the more important. The juvenile of today is
the adult of tomorrow.

The safeguarding of childhood is the business
of every woman, whether or not she be a mother.
It is only that mothers have a greater oppor-
tunity, a larger responsibility:

“Standing with reluctant feet,
Where the brook and river meet.”

There lies the greatest danger where the brook
of childhood flows into the river of life. We call
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Prayer

Lord, lead us into a closer fellowship. Teach
us friendliness, kindness and mutual trust. Bless
our loyalties and temper our impetuosities with
forbearance. Season our forbearance with love.
Amen.

Suggested hymns: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” “O
Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go,” “I’ve Found a Friend,” “Blest
Be the Tie,” “There’s Not a Friend.”



TALK V
THeE PATHWAY To PERFECTION

Read Deut. 32: 1-4; Ps. 18: 30; 19: 7-11; Rom.
12:2:

Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth,
the words of my mouth.

My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil
as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the
showers upon the grass.

Because I will publish the name of the Lord: ascribe ye
greatness unto our God. . .. his work is perfect. . . .

As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the Lord is
tried: . . . For who is God save the Lord? . ..

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.

The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart:
the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.

The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever: the judg-
ments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.

More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine
gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping
of them there is great reward.

Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good,
and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Perfection is a superlative word. Webster
defines it as supreme and complete excellence.
33
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“. .. Go home to thy friends, and tell them how
great things the Lord hath done for thee, and
hath had compassion on thee.” Of the woman
who anointed His feet, Jesus did not ask, “Why
wast thine ointment not finer ?” He said, “She hath
done what she could: . . .” (Mark 14:8). She
had brought her best. Perfection is not doing
extraordinary things, achieving fame or dominat-
ing one’s time and world. Perfection is to be
found in doing ordinary things extraordinarily
well.

Jesus made clear the pathway to perfection.
He said, “. . . Love one another, as I have loved
you . ..” (John 13:34). He set the example by
going about doing good, healing and feeding the
hungry, comforting the sorrowing, teaching God’s
love and denouncing wrongdoing and hypocrisy.
Perfection is a slow, timid growth. It needs cul-
ture. It takes pruning. One must cultivate one’s
highest aspirations and prune off one’s shortcom-
ings to attain perfection. Full-grown, blossoming
perfection is hard to attain, but it is worth work-
ing toward.

Paul exhorts men to perfection as follows:

“Continue thou in the things which thou hast
learned . . . thou hast known the holy scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scrip-






TALK VI
CARICATURE OR PORTRAITURE

Read Col. 1: 2, 13-17, 19, 23, 27; 2: 4, 6, 7, 10,
12-15; 3:1, 4; Matt. 5: 14, 16.

. . . Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, ...

In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins:

Who is the image of the invisible God, . . .

He is before all things . .

For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness
dwell.

If ye continue in the faith . . . and be not moved away
from the hope of the gospel, . . .

God would make known what is the riches of the glory

. which is Christ in you, . ..

This I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing
words.

Ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:

Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, . ..
abounding therein with thanksgiving.

Ye are complete in him, . . .

Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with
him. . . .
You, . . . hath he quickened, . . . having forgiven you all
trespasses;

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances, . . . nailing it
to his cross;

38
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suffering and sacrifice of Christ that we are in
danger of forgetting His victory. Far too much
is made of the roles which Pilate and the scribes
and Pharisees played in the crucifixion. Their
roles have been elevated into principal roles, where-
as they are only the supporting cast. These men
were, in the final analysis, but tools used of Goc
to perform the mechanics of His drama of salva-
tion. They were but those minor characters with
whom the stage was set.

Christ was meek, but He was never dominated.
He was gentle, but He was never overwhelmed
by His traducers. He was a man fulfilling a
painful destiny, but never a man suffering an
agonized doom at the hands of His enemies.

Nothing could be grosser caricature of Christ
than to paint His portrait as a weakling, a de-
spairing and conquered victim of the powers of
the world.

In John 3:16 are these words: “God gave his
only begotten Son.” It does not say God was
forced to give. He gave.

In John 10: 15 Jesus Himself is quoted as say-
ing, “I lay down my life.” He does not say, “I
shall have my life wrested from me.” He said,
“I lay down my life.” In the seventeenth and
eighteenth verses of the same chapter one reads:
“Therefore, doth. my Father love me, because I
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lay down my life, that I might take it again. No
man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of my-
self. I have power to lay it down, and I have
power to take it again. This commandment have
I received of my Father.”

Are those the words of a weak man over-
powered by his enemies and helplessly taken as
a lamb to the slaughter? Are they not rather the
words of One submissive to the commands of His
heavenly IFather and confident of the results?

In our gratitude for and appreciation of
Christ’s sacrifice, in our sympathy for the painful
and shameful experience of death by crucifixion,
we have been inclined to lose sight of the triumph
of the cross in its unpleasantness.

Christ was a man voluntarily fulfilling His
destiny. “For this came I into the wc 1,” He
said. “I came not to judge the world, but to save
the world.”

There is much more than noble forgiveness of
His enemies implied by Christ’s words, “Father,
forgive them. They know not what they do.”
Those words show that Jesus shared with God
the knowledge of His plans.

Recently I saw a portrayal of Christ which
impressed me strongly. I do not know who the
artist was who conceived and executed it, but he
had caught a truer concept of Christ than most.












TALK VII
Trae NARROWNESS OF CHRISTIANITY

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
Like the wideness of the sea;
There’s a kindness in His justice
Which is more than liberty.
—Old Hymn.

Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth
unto life, and few there be that find it. Beware of false
prophets, . . . (Matt. 7:14, 15).

Wide and narrow—both are limiting adjectives.
Everything but infinity must have both wideness
and narrowness. Every philosophy, every reli-
gion has its widenesses and its narrownesses.
Christianity, the widest, least limiting of all reli-
‘gious philosophies, has yet its narrownesses. There
are definitely some things for which there is no
room in Christianity. One of these is pessimism.
No Christian, by virtue of his acceptance of the
teachings of Christ, can be a defeatist, a thwarted
individual or a pessimist.

Recently, a minister who prides himself on

being an ardent student of history and one well
45
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The Christian can not afford to waste time
being pessimistic about tomorrow when there is
so much to do to improve today. Worrying about
the end of the world is not nearly so much fun
as working today, nor so effective. Have you
not the faith to believe that God will provide?
Jesus was talking of faith when He said to Peter,
... Upon this rock I will build my church; and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it”
(Matt. 16: 18). Is that not a promise of ultimate
victory to the faithful?

Jesus promised:

. . . Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven: ... (Matt. 16:19).

For where two or three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them (Matt. 18: 20).

. Love one another; as I have loved you, . . . (John
13:34).

. . . Whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name,
he may give it you (John 15:16).

. .. Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do gocd
to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully
use you, and persecute you (Matt. 5:44).

... I am the way, the truth, and the life: . .. (John 14:6).

. He that believeth on me hath everlasting life (John
6:47).

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might

have peace (John 16:33).

In the face of those words, how can any
Christian be a pessimist? Does not a Christian
believe that Christ is God? Does he not believe
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Nature does not go protesting and tearful to
its yearly grave. It dons a riot of carnival colors.
Man alone weeps for a longer span of earthly
existence. Man alone sorrows at earthly life’s
passing.

Christ took great pains to assure Christians
of a never ending cycle of life. He assured us
of its pleasures and benefits, and gave us the
resurrection as an object lesson. Why are we,
then, so slow of understanding? We do not
weep over birth, yet it promises years of struggle
and perhaps hardship and frustration. Death, to
Christianity, promises everlasting joy.

I think of the garden after the rain,
And hope to my heart comes singing.

At morn the cherry blossoms will be white again
And Easter bells be ringing.

—Edna Proctor.

Birds and bees, rustling new leaves and run-
ning brooks make up the anthem of the Easter
bells. Does your heart join in the paean of thank-
ful praise?

Prayer

O Lord of life, we thank Thee for the beau-
tiful annuwal veminder of that miracle which all
Christians will experience according to Thy sure






TALK XI
Brauty WELL BELOVED

As a basis for this devotional, read the follow-
ing passages from S. of Sol. 4:1-3, 7 and 7: 4, 5,
7, 6:

Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair; thou
hast doves’ eyes within thy locks: thy hair is as a flock of goats,
that appear from mount Gilead.

Thy teeth are like a flock of sheep that are even shorn,
which came up from the washing; . . .

Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet, and thy speech is
comely: thy temples are like a piece of a pomegranate within
thy locks.

Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee.

Thy neck is as a tower of ivory; . . .

Thine head upon thee is like Carmel, . . .

Thy stature is like to a palm tree, .

How fair and how pleasant art thou, O love, for delights!

The interpretations of the Song of Solomon
are many and varied. The simplest and most
natural is that which regards the book as a poem
or cantata of pure wedded bliss and human affec-
tion. It is accepted as such by Irwin in his com-
mentary, and it is as such that it is enshrined in
the Old Testament. In ‘“The Bible Handbook,”

69


















WoMEN AT WORSHIP 75

perance and purity, modesty and humility, a gra-
cious temper and calmness of spirit; and there is
no true beauty without the signatures of these
graces in the countenance.” Francis Quarles,
another writer of the same period, wrote: “The
fountain of beauty is the heart.”

Each and every woman, even the most homely,
can cultivate this sort of beauty; it is the beauty
of the soul. It does illuminate the face, too.
Becoming beautiful in that way is not very costly,
nor is it very difficult—it is permanent and it is
God’s way.

Read Eccl. 8:1; Prov. 12:4; 31:30, 31; Jer.
4:30; 1 Tim. 2: 2, 3; 1 Sam. 16:7; Isa. 52:7:

. .. Wisdom maketh his face to shine, . .
A virtuous woman is a crown . . .
Beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the Lord, she
shall be praised.
Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works
praise her. . .

When thou art spoiled, what wilt thou do? Though thou
clothest thyself with crimson, though thou deckest thee with

ornaments of gold, . . . in vain shalt thou make thyself
fair; . . .

. .. Lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and
honesty.

For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our
Saviour;

The Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the
outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.

How beautiful . . . are the feet of him that bringeth good
tidings, that publisheth peace; . . . that publisheth salvation;
that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!
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“By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, . . .

“And what shall I more say? for the time
would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak,
and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also,
and Samuel, and of the prophets:

“Who through faith subdued kingdoms,
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped
the mouths of lions,

“Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the
edge of the sword, out of weakness were made

strong, . . .
“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, . . . let

us run with patience the race that is set before
us,

“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of
our faith; ... (Heb. 11:1, 3-7, 23, 24, 27-34; 12:
1, 2).

“He [Jesus] saith unto them [His disciples],
But whom say ye that I am?

“And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou
art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

“And Jesus answered and said unto him,
Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona [which is to
say Simon son of John]: . ..

“. .. Upon this rock I will build my church;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it”
(Matt. 16: 15-18).
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Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin
against thee.

I thought on my ways and turned my feet unto thy
testimonies.

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path.

Thy word is very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it.

. . . Give me understanding according to thy word.

. . . Deliver me according to thy word.

I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek thy servant; for
I do not forget thy commandments.

“Train up a child in the way he should go:
and when he is old, he will not depart from it”
(Prov. 22:6). That bit of Scripture is familiar
to all of us. Doctors and scientists tell us that
everything which is taken into the body for its
nourishment helps determine what sort of body
it shall be for evermore. Many and dire are the
maladies which are caused by undernourishment
in childhood. Probably there are many more which
have not yet been traced back to their underlying
causes. Many are the lives which do not amount
to much because they were spiritually starved.

Reading the Bible and going to church are
not enough to nourish the young mind and soul.
The Bible must be read with understanding. It
must be properly prepared for youthful under-
standing, just as food must be prepared. So very
much depends on that preparation. Churchgoing
must be considered a pleasure to have appeal and
be habit-forming. It should never be made a
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duty alone. Food that is too rich brings indiges-
tion. So lessons taught in too elaborate language
or made too long are likely to bring on mental
indigestion and defeat the teacher’s purpose. One
preacher is so obsessed with proving to his con-
gregation that he is an intellectual giant and with
stimulating their intellects that he fails to give
them inspiration. The spiritual food he offers is
badly balanced fare. Certainly religion appeals
to our reason and our intellect, but unless a lesson
or sermon gives inspiration, spiritual nourishment,
it fails utterly.

It is a sad condition that so many are starving
in the world today. Although they may not sus-
pect it, some of these are not the underfed. The
cry of the prophet Isaiah might be uttered today
and be as true as it was in his time.

Read Isa. 1:2-6, 9, 10, 16-20:

.+« . The Lord hath spoken, I have nourished and brought
up children, and they have rebelled against me.

The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib:
but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.

Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of
evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken
the Lord, . .. they are gone away backward.

Why should ye be stricken any more? . . .

From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no
soundness in it; . . .

Except the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small
remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should have
been like unto Gomorrah.
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but He did say, “I am the door: by me if any man
enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and
out, and shall find pasture”? (John 10:9).

The psalmist knew and appreciated those pas-
tures which God rovides for His sheep:

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth
me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of right-
eousness for his name’s sake,

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and
thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me . .. ; my cup runneth
over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life: . .

Those are beautiful, familiar words. Perhaps
you know them by heart. Perhaps you learned
them in childhood. Have the members of your
family learn them. Modern young people are well
developed and strong. They are the best-educated
generation the world has yet produced, but still
many of them are undernourished. Youth today
is not as God-conscious, as religious-minded as it
should be.

No physical diet is all it should be unless it is
well balanced. No education which neglects the
spiritual and mor: is well balanced. Jesus said,
“Feed my lambs,” but He made no mention of






TALK XIV
SoNG OoF THE MorHER HEART

Read Luke 1:46-49:

And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord,

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaid: for,
behold, from herc=forth all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is m1 _ ty hath done to me great things; and holy
is his name,.

The above was, according to Luke, the song
sung by one mother heart. Mary was young
and L _- heart was joyful at the news which the
angel had told her. She gloried in the prospect
of motherhood. Is it not sad that her joy is not
the universal attitude of expectant motherhood?
There are so many women who rebel against the
responsibilities and pains of motherhood and never
know its joys. There are so many reluctant
mothers.

God chose to honor motherhood above every
other career. How can any woman feel that
there is a finer career than motherhood! It is a
career, a full-time career, to be a worthy and
successful mother.,  Young motherhood, first
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TALK XVI
Prus or Minus

Read Acts 3:1-6:

Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at
the hour of prayer, . . .

A certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried
whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called
Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple;

Who seeing Peter and John about to enter the temple
asked an alms.

Peter . . . said, Look on us.

And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive some-
thing of them.

Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as
I have give I thee: . ..

A chairman who had charge of preparing the
dinner for the workers’ council of a certain church
asked for volunteer helpers. There were many
and varied services to be performed. There were
flowers for the table to be secured, the foed to be
bought, cash donations to be solicited to finance
the supper, table waiting, a program to be pre-
pared and a score of other duties to be done. No
one volunteered, so the chairman began to seek
individuals for specific services.
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