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INTRODUCTION

is the original Drama on which all other
ire based. As individuals we come upon the
action, perform our little part, and make our
ver.

nilies, too, and tribes and nations, we act our
:n dwindle into insignificance or are entirely
by other peoples.

races have held sway over almost the whole
nd have been known in history as World

Man on the Horse”’—the general of armies—
| these conquered nations with force and op-
Will it always be so?
ire we living in the latter times when a New
1l be ushered in?
for busy people that we have prepared this
ied view of some of the world’s greatest
s they have to do with all of us today.
reader will look up in his Bible the scripture
s in this booklet, and will read the full connec-
will be taking an easy course in the greatest
srophecies in the Bible.













EARLY BABYLONIAN EMPIRE 7

18 very vague on the future life, in their early his-
ry, but they were taught to look to the future con-
est of the world through the Messiah, who “brought
e and immortality to light through the gospel”.?

Since the skies were nearly always clear in Babylon,
e people had a good chance, and they used it, to
1dy the stars and their movements, and they became
»rld-famous in astrology. We must not confuse the
rds ‘‘astrology” and ‘“‘astronomy”. The latter re-
rs to the laws of the stars, and the former is the
pposed influence of those bodies on human affairs,
d our supposed foreknowledge of such influence.
The expressions: ‘‘lucky stars”, ‘“thank your stars”,
l-starred”, came from the Chaldeans of the long
o. So did our 12 Signs of the Zodiac, our 12
nths in the year, and 24 hours in the day, and 60
nutes in an hour, and 60 seconds in a minute. Not
ery important thing originated with us in the 20th
itury !

1ter NIMROD

When the human race is young, “Nimrod begins to
a mighty one in the earth. He is a mighty hunter
fore the Lord, wherefore, it is said, Even as Nimrod
: mighty hunter before the Lord. And the begin-
1g of his kingdom is Babel.”3

And his kingdom grows and evidently becomes the
rly Babylonian, or Chaldean, Empire. But other
al cities must be conquered.

Here is the first appearance of ‘“‘the man on the
rse’’, but he continues to ride and rule with an iron
nd through the many succeeding centuries.

2 Tim. 1:10. 3 Gen. 1029, 10.

















































4tH SyMBOL oF Danier VII

PAGAN ROME.

Act IV
THE PERSIAN EMPIRE, (558-331 B. C.)

THE SCENE AND THE PEOPLE

This empire react rom the Indus River in India
to the Aegean Sea, ... was the greatest in extent up
to this time. A great system of roads was built from
Susa, the capital of Persia, to Sardis, near the Aegean
Sea. Excellent inns were stationed along the way.
There were bridges over most streams, and ferries
over others. Men on horses carried mail from post
to post, hence our word ‘“‘post’-office. The carriers

23










26 WORLD EMPIRES

Nehemiah lays aside for a while his position of
state in Persia and comes back to Jerusalem to help
his troubled brethren. His return is thirteen years
after that of Ezra. He spurns compromise, flattery,
ridicule and threat, from the neighboring Samaritans
and heathen, and pushes the building of the walls of
Jerusalem to a successful conclusion.’

[Exeunt Two FAITHFUL SERVANTS. ]

Enter DARIUS and XERXES

Darius can not endure the sight of the rising Greeks
in the west. e pushes his armies against them, (492
B. C.), but is defeated. Undaunted, he tries again,
and is again defeated by the Greeks in the famous
battle of Marathon, (490 B. C.). Infuriated, he
starts to gather greater armies, but death stops his
fury; and he leaves to his son, Xerxes, the task of
subduing the stubborn Greeks. Never has any mon-
arch gathered a greater mass of soldiers than has
Xerxes, to beat into the dust the liberty-loving Greeks.
But the famous unequal engagement of Leonidas at
the pass of Thermopylae with his three hundred Spar-
tans when all of them die for their country, and the
utter defeat of Xerxes in the naval engagement at
Salamis, (480 B. C.), send the young king reeling
back home in dishonor.

[Exeunt IMPUDENCE and REVENGE. ]

Other rulers step upon the Persian stage and off
again, but their performance is so small compared to
some others, that at our distance we can hardly dis-
cern them. But now we see on one corner of the

5 Read Nehemiah,












30 WORLD EMPIRES

nence in his great empire that did not have its open
air theater. Every fourth year they had their Olymp-
ian games—whence we get our modern Olympian
contests. Running, leaping, boxing, were some of the
physical games. There were contests in poetry, drama,
history. The winners in these games were crowned
with ivy or pine, with palms in their hands. The races
were so prevalent in Paul’s day that he made many
comparisons between them and the Christian life.

The Greeks had inquisitive minds, and were the
most philosophical nation yet to appear. Paul said
that “the Greeks seek after wisdom.” The names of
Socrates, Plato and Aristotle will always live, for the
last two practically ruled the world in philosophy for
two thousand years. The Stoics whom Paul encount-
ered on Mars Hill started largely with Zeno, about
300 B. C. The sect pled for the simple life, denounced
the magnificent temples and beautiful works of art, and
were in short the Puritans of those days. They be-
lieved in an all-wise god, and taught restraint in sor-
row and joy alike.

Epicurus, who also lived about 300 B. C., taught
that happiness is the chief end of man; and as many
people find happiness only in sensuality, the system led
to great excesses. The philosophers sought God, but
could not find him except in a general way. They could
not learn his commandments, except as he had taught
them in nature and reason.

The Athenians were ‘“‘very religious,” as Paul says.
The market places were crowded with altars and stat-
ues; temples were everywhere. Almost everything
seems to have been deified—sun, moon, stars, winds,
woods, storms. All this is impressed on one’s mind as

bl












Act VI

THE ROMAN EMPIRE
(147 B. C. to 400 or 500 A. D.)

THE SCENE, AND THE PEOPLE

The Roman Empire was to be “diverse from all the
kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall
tread it down, and break it in pieces.”t It did this to
such a degree that all the Mediterranean lands were
subdued; and far into the outskirts of civilization, her
armies went. No nation before or : ce has been so
great in extent.

Their religion was much the same as the Greeks’,
for the Romans obtained much of their culture from
the Greeks and passed it on to the rest of the wor...
Mars, the god of war, was their favorite deity, and
the month of March was named for him. They had
no sense of sin, and worshipped for what they could
get out of it. They expected a response to their pray-
ers, and once when they did not receive it they killed
the general leading them. The flight of birds was an
evil omen to them, and the condition of the entrails
of slain animals often decided whether they should
fight a battle or refrain. A rat running across the
road was a bad sign, and the senate was once assem-
bled to discuss the meaning of a newly-hatched three-
legged chicken.

If they did not care for their newly-born babe, they
were at liberty to cast it on the rubbish pile, whence it
was often salvaged for a slave or for immoral pur-

1 Daniel 7:23.
34












38 WORLD EMPIRES

reigning, Titus, the son, conquers and destroys Jeru-
salem, after one of the most bitter sieges in history.
Josephus, the Jewish general and historian, is with
Titus at the fall, and has given a vivid account in his
Wars of the Jews. He estimates that 1,100,000 Jews
perish, and that a miserable remnant of 97,000 are
sold into slavery.

Like Nebuchadnezzar, Titus carries away the sacred
vessels of the temple; and on his Arch of Triumph at
Rome there can be seen today the sculptered represen-
tation of the seven-branched golden candlestick from
the holiest place in the temple, which is one of his
trophies of the war. In the short reign of Titus as
emperor, three historic events transpire: 1. The great
Colosseum, which seats 40,000 spectators, and which
his father began, is finished. 2. Rome is destroyed by
a fire almost as great as Nero’s. 3. Pompeii and Her-
culaneum are destroyed by a disastrous eruption of
Mt. Vesuvius.

Enter ConsTANTINE (306-337, A. L

And now enters a long list of emp
but most of them bad. Altogether it
they wage ten great persecutions ag
But Christians multiply despite th
finally a professed Christian comes t¢
stantine; and though the world becom
to the Church, the Church becomes
world.

Barbarians from the north contin
Empire, till at last it is permanently ¢
near the end of the fifth Century, /
ruins grow up other empires throu












42 WORLD EMPIRES

weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’s
[venomous serpent] den. They shall not hurt nor
destroy in all my holy mountain, for the earth shall
be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea. And in that day there shall be a root
of Jesse which shall stand for an ensign of the people;
to it shall the Gentiles seek; and his rest shall be
glorious.””

And again Isaiah tells how the coming King would
shine unto Jew and Gentile alike: “‘I will also give thee
for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my
salvation unto the end of the earth.”

And Daniel tells of the final triumph of the future
Kingdom over all others in these comforting words:
“In the days of these kings [the Caesars] shall the
God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be
destroyed, and the Kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.””®

Other prophets, too, looked forward to the Happy
Age ahead; and the Jewish people as a whole became
imbued with the Hope of Israel. But they misun-
derstood many of the prophecies, thinking that the
Messiah was to be a temporal king who would subdue
their enemies and make them the ruling nation of
the world.

And now the time is come for the Prince to be born
who is to be Ruler of the coming Kingdom of heaven.
Said the angels to the shepherds, “Unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior which is Christ
the LORD.”* He is the one to lead the people on

7 Isa. 11:6-11, 8 Isa. 49:6. 9 Daniel 2:44.
1 Luke 2:11.












. WORLD EMPIRES

scattered ‘“‘went everywhere preaching the word.”1?
Paul’'s command to Timothy applies to all preachers,
to develop teachers—‘‘The things that thou hast heard
of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou
to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others
also.”'* Result of our neglect: a lack of qualified men
to guide the local churches.

When the Lord’s army was first formed, and when
each unit, congregation, was gathered for worship,
several members took public part and not simply one
man—"every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine
[teaching],”1? etc. In this way all the faithful “man
power’”’ was used, and the Army advanced.

Citizens in this spiritual Kingdom have tried the
carnal-kingdom way of training their children, and
they have failed. They have neglected a most vital
principle regarding it, and until God’s way is restored,
we can not hope for much progress. Paul says: “And
ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, but
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord.”3

Boy Scouts may multiply, school teachers may ad-
monish, children’s organizations may increase, and
even Sunday Schools may enlarge—but if fathers and
mothers fail to discharge their duties daily in teaching
and admonishing their offspring, all society is built
on the sand.

More than a successful business; more than a good
job; more than Social Security; more than a college
education; more than boys’ clubs; more than teaching
of morals in public schools—more than any of these

10 Act 8:4. 11 2 Timothy 2:2. 121 Cor. 14:26.
13 Ephesians 6:4.



LAST GREAT WORLD KINGDOM 47

iman, helpful yet imperfect, complicated arrange-
ents of men for the betterment of the finances and
orals of society—is needed in this troubled world the
reful and prayerful, teaching and training, of sons
d daughters, in morals and religion, by Christian
thers and mothers.

The Kingdom has not made disciples of Christ of
. nations because its citizens have become too much
izens of the carnal kingdom. The little stone has
t yet filled the earth because the impetus which
iristians should put behind it has been shifted to
e flesh. ‘“He that soweth to the flesh shall of the
sh reap corruption, but he that soweth to the spirit
all of the spirit reap life everlasting.”

THE LAST ‘MAN ON THE HORSE”

Is it a weakness of human nature that men have
slized the man on the horse, even though, later, he
s trampled us under his feet? He leads us to vic-
'y over our carnal enemies, and at the same time
leads us into slavery to himself. We are hero wor-
ppers. And so through the centuries the world
s been hoping and praying for a “man on a horse”
w0 is all-wise, all-powerful, all-knowing and all-good,
d who can and will lead us to eternal joy and peace.
And now in the latter times such a Man has ap-
ired, and he tries to win all by love yet tramples
der his feet all rebellious ones; he supports the Right,
t treads down the Wrong.

On the rocky and lonely isle of Patmos, Apostle
hn caught a glimpse of Him at the beginning of his
velation: “And I saw, and behold a white horse;
1 He that sat on him had a bow [but no arrow;










0 WORLD EMPIRES

Jmighty God. And he hath on his vesture and on
is thigh a name written, KINGS OF KINGS, AND
ORD OF LORDS.”+

When the United Nations will have formed their
‘arliament of the World and it will be functioning as
1ey intended, there will still be Pride and Greed and
ust to work havoc between and within the nations
f the league.

Only the Man on the White Horse can subdue the
ations that forget God and can chastise the ‘“‘Chris-
an’’ nations for their sins, and can destroy sin in the
eart which is the cause of all the world’s woes; and

can thus usher in the fullness of the Golden Age for
which we long.

14 Rev. 19:11-16.

2%












MPIRES

Iv
THE PERSIAN EMPIRE

1. What were the years of its beginning and end?

2. Describe its extent and improvements, and the
character and religion of the people.

3. What other nation was at first linked with
Persia, and what king lifted Persia above it?

4. This superiority of Persia over Media is illus-
trated how in two visions of Daniel?

5. About how many people went back to Jerusa-
lem with Zerubbabel from the captivity?

6. About how long after Zerubbabel's return was
it before a certain scribe came back, and what was his
name?

7. About how long after his return did a prominent
officer in the Persian court come back, and what was
his name, and why did he come back?

8. Tell of the work of Ezra.

9. Tell of the work of Nehemiah.

10. Name two prophets who helped encourage the
people in rebuilding (read their books).

11. What king of Persia led an expedition against
the Greeks in 492 B. C.?

12. What king led one against them in 4907?

13. What was the name of this king’s son, whc
led a still greater expedition against the Greeks ir
480, and was defeated?

14. The Persian Empire came under the power o:
another rising empire after what battle, in what year
won by what man?












58 WORLD EMPIRES

13. What book, chapter and verse first tells
the Man on the ‘“white horse”?

14. What does He go forth to do, and how d
He do it?

15. What does Paul say in 1 Corinthians 15 ab
the final days on earth of this Kingdom?

16. At the end, what will the kingdoms of 1
world become?

17. Though we may not understand much ab
the millennium and second coming of the King,
can do the important thing which is what?

18. Recite the substance of the final conquest
the world by the Man on the “white horse’.

19. Though World War II may lead to a Pa:
ment of Nations, what will still be left which ¢
the Man on the white horse can vanquish?

20. But will he do this personally, or through
Word and through YOU, YOU, YOU?
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