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The Greatest Questions
In Christendom

1. Can Roman Catholicism Win America?—
llYesll

2. Can Modern Protestantism Win America?
_llNoll

3. Can the Church of Christ Win America?—
"Yesl'

Including a tract by Mr.
W. G. Malcomson, on "Mutual
Ministry in the Worship of
the Church of Christ’

1946
MACEDONIAN CALL
918 Congress Avenue
Indianapolis 8, Ind.












1al Ministry in the
hip of the Church
of Christ

By W. G. MALCOMSON

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, writing
to the saints at Ephesus and to the faithful
in Christ Jesus—referring to the distribu-
tion of various supernatural gifts for the in-
struction, guidance and development of the
Church of Christ, which is his Body, says
Eph. IV, 11-16.

““{11) And he gave some to be apostles;
and some, prophets; and some, evangelists;
and some, pastors and teachers; (12) for
the perfecting of the Saints, unto the
work of ministering, unto the building up
of the Body of Christ; (13) till we all attain
unto the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a full
grown man, unto the measure of the stature
of the fullness of Christ; (14) that we
may no longer be children, tossed to and
fro and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men, in crafti-
ness, after the wiles of error; (15) but
speaking truth in love, may grow up in all
things into him who is the head, even
Christ; (16) from whom all the body fitly
framed and knit together through that
vhich every joint supplieth, according to
the working in, due measure of each sev-
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drink in? Or despise ye the Church of

Wd?” | Cor. 11:33. “"Wherefore, my
orethren, when ye come together to eat,
wait one for another.” | Cor. 14:19. ""How
be it, in the Church | had rather speak five
words with my understanding that | might
instruct others also, than ten thousand
words in an unknown tongue.”’

While we may readily understand that,
though there might be many occasions
where members of the Body, either few or
many in number, would meet together in-
cidentally or by arrangement, yet we may
also understand that there were certain
stated occasions when the Church, as so
designated, came together for the purpose
of divinely directed worship.

Some of the ideal activities of worship
in the Church of Jesus Christ are portrayed
in Acts 2:42. “"And they continued stead-
fastly in the apostle’s teaching and fellow-
ship, in the breaking of bread, and in
prayers.”’

In the absence of the direct personal
teaching by the apostle there became avail-
able to the Church, as time passed on, the
various letters written by these inspired in-
structors for use in building up the Church,

So Paul, in an epistle to his faithful
brethren at Colosse, directed that they pro-
cure and read a letter sent by him to the
Church at Laodicea, and that the Laodicean
Church have read to it his epistle, sent
primarily to the Colossians, (Col. 4:16).
And writing to the Church of the Thessa-
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vhere in every chur-*** (| Cor.

| to important incidents con-
this particular Church and its
:akness, and characteristics, the
uthors, Conybeare and Howson,
fl-known work, “The Life and

Paul,’” express themselves as

introduced as it were behind
of the Apostolic Church, and
t features are revealed to us
ght of daily life. We see the
3 Christian congregation as it
rship in some upper chamber,
house of Aquilla or Gaius could
e see the administration of the
Jnion terminating ‘the feast of

‘e we rejoice that so many of"
f the deepest historical interest
ireserved to us by this Epistle,
orget to thank God who so in-
spired his apostle that in answer to ques-
tions of transitory interest, he has laid
down principles of eternal obligation.”

It is universally agreed that, beginning
at least with the 20th verse of the 11th
chapter of | Corinthians, the apostle dis-
tinctly refers to the conduct of the brethren
in the public assembly on the first day of
the week, and gives specific instructions in
regs-~ to observing the Lord’'s Supper,
pror.ang also to give the matter further
and personal attention upon the occasion
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festation of his gift of song, -~ teaching,
'--7uage, or revelation, or in...pretation,

h a manner and with such spirit that,

id of the ill effects of rivalry and cc
.—-.0n which had developed from the mist
»f these great gifts, the result would be 1
nutual edification or building up of 1
»ody of Christ, which God intended.

'n concluding his specific teaching
~..5 church at Cernith in regard to puk
v=-ship, and as emphasizing the fact tt
t.. more excellent ""way’’ 44 not imply &
changes in the revealed .._ms of worsh
or in the character of the spiritual endc
nents, but mainly referred to the cons
rrate, loving and orderly exercise of the
:ndowments, the apostle says in verses
ind 40, “"Wherefore, my brethren, des
rarnestly to prophesy and forbid not
ipeak with tongues. But let all things
Jone decently and in order.” Which mea
iccording to Webster, “‘becomingly and
arrangement.’”’

A definite conception of what cons
tuted the various items of public worst
as approved by the apostles’ teaching see....
to have been thoroughly apprehended by
many intetligent and devoted students of
God’s Word during the early part of the
past century, when a sincere attempt was
made to return to New Testament teaching

practice.

tis a significant fact that though many

1 efforts were made at different periods,

rarious t~associated individuals, yet, in
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erous’’ contributions as gifts, in the full
sense of the word?

We are actually granting nothing which
the great God does not in reality already
control, and which may be brought into use
at his will whether through the hands of its
present seeming owners or through some
other agency.

But man has within his individual power
the privilege of granting to the Lord a per-
sonal gift esteem by him to be far beyond
the value of the transitory wealth of the
world, and God graciously asks of him not
his belongings, but himself, his real heart
interests.

Man is privileged to voluntarily manifest
his individual consecration to the Lord by
acceptable personal authorized service.

In established recognition of the man’s
gracious adoption and sonship, the Lord
has provided for him stated opportunities,
to openly voice his gratitude, his prayer
and praise, also to mutually participate in
words of instruction, hope and helpfulness
with his fellow travelers on the way to
eternity.

Such provision is embraced in the orderly
arrangement of the church worship on the
first day of the week, together with the
promised personal presence of the invisible
Lord.

Need it now be asked if the most liberal
contribution of transitory means could in
any sense be made to answer in place of
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ana conduct, that the blessing of God will
follow our efforts?

Manifesting an active and unselfish ir
terest for each other, with love and fore
bearance characteristic of the mind ¢
Christ, would we not be likely to find joy
ful and intelligent co-operation on the pal
of our encouraged eldership, and the helg
ful assistance of the evengelist in our de
velopment in the Christ-life and the prepat
ation for such prescribed public service =
the Lord may respectfully qualify us t
perform?

Let us, then, resolve with the help ©
God to do our part. The Lord God wil
certainly bless our efforts,

—W. G. Malcomson.

Scholars Agree with Malcomson

Read closely this passage concerning the worshi
when ““the whole church be come together into on
place,”—''How is it then, brethren, every one of yo
hath a psalm, hath a doctrine [teaching], hath .
tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Le
all things be done unto edifying.” (1 Cor. 14:26.]

This shows that in what is evidently the most im.
portant meeting of the church (not some little side
meeting), several brethren took public part, and tha
they did not have the one-man preacher-pastor sys.
tem which is almost universal today. Though thes¢
were inspired men, it shows God did not intend to cen-
ter his worship entirely into the hands of one man.

Commenting on this passage Robert Young, whose
Analytical Greek and Hebrew Concordance to the Bi-
ble is so highly prized in the Christian world, and whc
is the author of 30 or 40 standard works in the re-
ligious world, says this on the passage above, in his
Concise Commentary of the Bible:
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‘viu wiis and other passages it is clear that the
upbuilding of the Church was not confirmed then, as
now, to one, or at most two, of the congregation, but
WAS THE PRIVILEGE OF ALL THE MEMBERS, and
though such a practice is liable to abuse (James 3:2),
it is possible that its entire disuse now has led to still
greater evils obvious to all—’'quenching the Spirit.” */

John Milton, perhaps the most famous Puritan of
all time, wrote a tract against the whole clergy busi-
ness, and says this on the passage quoted from Paul
above (Christian Doctrine, Chapter 23) :

"“The custom of holding assemblies is to be main-
tained, not after the present mode, but according to
the apostolic institution, which-did not ordain that an
individual, and he a stipendiary, [hireling], should
have the sole right of speaking from a higher place,
but that each believer in turn should be authorized to
speak, or prophesy, or teach, or exhort, according to
his gifts; insomuch that even the weakest among the
brethren had the privilege of asking questions, and
consutting the elders and more experienced members
of the congregation, 1 Cor. 14:26, etc., ‘when ye
come together, every one of you,’ ’’ etc.

The Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia, an old standard
work in the Christian world, says this under the head-
ing “Clergy’’:

‘It may be considered settled that there is no order
of clergy, in the modern sense of the term, in the New
Testament, i. e., there is no class of men mentioned
to whom spiritual functions exclusively belonged.
Every believer is a priest unto God. Every believer has
as much right as anybody else to pray, to preach, to
baptize, to administer communion. (Rom. 5:2; Eph.
2:19-22; 3; 12; 1 Peter 2:9; 1 John 2:27 Rev. 1:6;
5:10, etc.).”

All of this is in harmony with Paul’s command to a
preacher, quoted above, (2 Tim. 2:2)—to develop
faithful men who shall be able to teach others.”” The
greatest evil in the religious world is the Clergy. We
should make every Christian a “commando’’ soldier,
qualified to meet any emergency in the great fight
against Satan, and a failure to do this has had much
to do with the stagnation now in Christendom.
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J. A, HARDING ON “"MUTUAL EDIFICATION"

Many years ago J. A. Harding, a preacher and
editor from Tennessee, visited the old Plum Street
Church in Detroit, where Bro. Malcolmson wor-
shiped most of his life, and he described the wor-
ship, which we copy in part:

“’The teaching and preaching are done by the mer
bers, except when some brother visits them by chanc
and takes part in this work, or when an evangelist
engaged in holding a series of meetings with thes
They also have a meeting for the children on Sund.
afternoons, and a prayer meeting on Wednesd;
evenings.

""There are more than twenty of them who enga¢
publicly in teaching and exhortation, and many mo
who lead in prayer and in reading the Scriptures. T}
average attendance at the Sunday service is better, |
proportion to the membership, than at any oth
church | have ever known,

""Confessions at these meetings are frequent. (
those who have been added to the congregation sinc
its beginning, by far the greater number were receive
at the regular meetings.

"“When the hour for opening arrived, the elde:
took their seats upon the platform. This was th
first thing to which | was not accustomed, and, hence
particularly attracted my attention. The one who we
to preside for the day arose and read a hymn, whic
the congregation, while standing, sung. The elde
then read a portion of Scripture. After the readin
he announced that certain brethren were sick, callin
out their names, and that they would be remembere
in the prayers. This was said so touchingly and th
prayers were so fervently delivered, that | felt mysel
to be indeed in the midst of a band of brethren anc
sisters.

’'After the prayer, another song was sung. At thi
point an invitation was given to any baptized believer
who desired to take membership with the congrega-
tion, to com “rrward and do so. One lady presentec
herself and 1 _:ived from the elder the right hand o
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fell °~ The supper, which is regarded as the
prit ., __. of the meeting, was then attended to.
. . . After this, a song was read and sung, and then
the collection for the treasury was taken up. In addi-
tion to the weekly contribution, a collection is made
once per month for the spread of the Gospel.

"The presiding officer now called upon a young
man in the audience to read the ‘regular lesson.” In
response, he arose, and standing at his seat, read in
a distinct and impressive way the book of Jude. At
the close of the reading, the president said: ‘If any
brother has a word of teaching or exhortation, let him
say on.” The brethren were requested to improve the
time, which they did. Several short, excellent speeches
were delivered. The exercises were closed by a speech
from the elder, who wound up with an invitation to
sinners to confess their Savior. A concluding song
was sung and we were dismissed. Thus an hour and a
half had been pleasantly and profitably passed. | am
sure such meetings are far more Apostolic, and by
far more beneficial than those to which we are accus-
tomed.””—Old Path Guide.

(Harding referred to the one man system, Of
course, the order of the items in this worship is im-
material. Sad to say that the Bible Colleges which
Harding afterward helped establish and endorsed,
have overthrown in general this simple, scriptural
system of edification which he here upheld.—D. A. S.)

MARTIN LUTHER ON THE “EVANGELIST"

A Lutheran preacher said a few years ago in Indi-
anapolis on the centennial of the beginning of Luther’s
work :

“But not only was Luther an evangelist announcing
anew the gospel of Christ, but he preached the refor-
mation idea that every Christian should be an evan-
gelist. The biggest lesson which the churches of
today must learn from Luther is that every Christian
is to be an evangelist. That was the New Testament
idea and the idea of the reformation. |IF AMERICA
1S EVER BROUGHT TO CHRIST, IT MUST BE DONE
THROUGH LAYMEN."
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acquired the lofty titles of Metropolitans and Primates,
secretly prepared themselves to usurp over their epis-
copal brethren the same authority which the bishops
had so lately assumed above the college of the presby-
ters.

Nor was it long before an emulation of pre-emin-
ence and power prevailed among the Metropolitans
themselves, each of them affecting to display, in the
most pompous terms, the temporal honors and ad-
vantages of the city over which he presided. . .

’From every cause, either of a civil or of an ecclesi-
astical nature, it was easy to see that Rome must
enjoy the respect, and would soon claim the obedi-
ence, of the provinces. . . The progress of the eccles-
iastical authority gave birth to the memorable distinc-
tion of the clergy and the laity.”’— (Gibbon’s Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire, Chap. 15.)

(The only way to overcome the religious power of
the apostate Church of Rome is to reproduce the
Apostolic Church with its congregational church gov-
ernment, and its elders (bishops) in each congrega-
tion, and its personal evangelism by every Christian;
and to get rid of the schools which always have been
incubators of a clergy.)

DAVID LIPSCOMB ON "“WEEKLY PREACHING”

(1) 1ls it right for a preacher of the gospel to have
regular monthly, semi-monthly, or weekly appoint-
ments at the same church? ., .

““These examples show that Paul remained one, two
or three years at a place; that he taught in meetings
of the church and publicly on every occasion that
offered. He also threw himself with such energy and
devotion into the work that both day and night and
from house to house he warned and admonished both
Jew and Gentile to repent and turn to God.

'Public preaching, monthly or weekly, is a poor
substitute for the earnest labors of the early preachers
and teachers. These early preachers kept constantly
in view the preparation of the church to live, wor-
ship, and edify itself WITHOUT THE PRESENCE AND
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HELP OF A PREACHER OR TEACHER FROM A
DISTANCE.

A preacher may by weekly or monthly appoint-
ments aid and instruct a church how to worship and
DEVELOP ITS ABILITIES to worship and serve the
Lord. | cannot see that weekly or manthly app t-
ments if that is kept in view, are wrong. There is
danger, if this is not kept in view, that the church
accept this as a permanent condition of things and all
its worship degenerate into a routine of monthly
meetings or merely a meeting to be ENTERTAINED
by a speech from the preacher.”—Lipscomb, Ques-
tions and Answers, p. 90.

(In other words, if such a preacher will resurrect
It Tim. 2:2, and will commit what he knows to ‘faith-
ful men who shall be able to teach others’’, he will
soon work his way OUT of the services of the churches
he visits, and then those churches can help him in
new and weak fields. But most preachers are working
their way INTO the services of the churches so that
churches can not do without them or some other
preacher from a distance.}

HEAR CAMPBELL AGAIN

"’Preaching the gospel and teaching the converts,
are as distinct and distinguishable employments as
enlisting an army and training it, or as creating a
school and teaching it. Unhappily for the church and
the world, this distinction, if at all conceded as legiti-
mate, is obliterated or annulled in almost all protestant
Christendom. * * * They seem to have never
learned the difference between preaching and teach-
ing. ¥ * * Yet we are informed that the apostles,
daily in the temple and from house to house, ceased
not to teach and preach Jesus Christ. They preached
Christ to the world, and they taught his Gospel and its
institutions to the churches which they had gathered,
or to the households they had converted. The com-
mission itself, as reported by Matthew, explicitly and
fully lays out their work. * * * The Lord’s day, the
Lord’s supper celebrated, the Holy Scriptures read and
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